
the most holy trinity

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH
1305 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, IA  51351

OFFICE: 712-338-2274
FAX: 712-338-2191
stjosephmilford.org

Parish Office Hours:
Mon.- Thurs.: 

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fri.: 7:30 a.m. - 12 noon 
Reconciliation: 

30 minutes before each Mass
Bulletin Deadline

Tuesday 12 noon
Mass Schedule:

Winter
Saturday at 4:30 p.m.

Sunday at 8 and 10 a.m.
Summer

Saturday at 4 and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday at 7:30, 9 and 10:30 a.m.

WELCOME TO 
SAINT JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH
We hope your visit here 

will be a prayerful time as 
you enjoy the lakes region. 

Please consider 
St. Joseph’s as your 

church away from home. 
Contact us at the Parish 

Office if we may serve you 
in any way. 

We are committed to 
proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ 
and invite you to join us! 

May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in living as a welcoming 

Catholic community.

SAINT JOSEP  H CATHOLIC CHURCH

Advertiser of the Week

june 7, 2020

Are you new to the community? 
Would you like to join St. Joseph 
Parish? Just fill out the coupon 
below and return to the office or 
in the collection basket.
NAME:
Address:
City:
State:           Zip:
Phone:

              +Halbur/Johnson

               Special Intention

Weekend Masses June 6/7

Monday, June 8

Wednesday, June 10

Thursday, June 11

Friday, June 12

Weekend Masses 6/13-14

               +Bill Ruml
               Special Intent. (TF)
               +Bill Badding
             +Jim & +Phyllis Streit
               +Lorraine Kenney
               +Joy Walz

By Fr. Tim Johnson Tuesday, June 9

                +John Cain

                Special Int. (JWS)

                +Bud Brooks

FAITH FORMATION
By Sharon Mayer

Elizabeth Knudtson, Mike Willison, Geneva Knudtson, 
Roger Wittrock, Rick DeMuth, Connie Jackson, Fr. Tom 
Flanagan, Bev Sporrer, Glatha Langel, Linda Higgins, 
Mary Ann Sigler, Dennis and Alma Klute, Jerry Clark, 
Robert Rowland, Bill James, Marie Van Hofwegen, Ethel 
Wilson, Steve Painter, Ginny Yore, LaDonna Jansen, 
Dale Langel, Finley Brunsvold, Dee Bryant, Phyllis Hintz, 
Terry Abbas, Susan Robinson, Leona Spieker.

Other Special Persons: Craig Danes, Jan Norgaard, 
Kathy Kapustka, Kristin Meyer, Leo Trebbien, Kyle Pedley, 
Kevin Wittrock, Peggy Reit, Fr. John Vakulskas, Charlotte 
Tiesler, Tailen Sturtz, Aimee Wallrich, Sara Springer, Mary 
Vogel, Diane De Vries, Marilyn Mertz, Jan Wolf, Peggy 
Price, Joan Mertz, John Bruening, Ann Willette, Ashlyn 
Clark, Jerry Wolford,  Kami Svoboda, Darrel Wedeking, 
Dan Mulder, Pam Meyer, Leah Brevik, Colleen Mulder, Ja-
mie O’Neill, Carol Willette, Pat Juza, Bea Reiter, Paula Ber-
nardy, Mary Jones, Andy Bensman, Todd Clausen, Zach 
Budden, Jan James, Sharon Forsman, Aden Remme, Jeff 
Harbst, Esther Baxter, Melissa Hruby, David Smith, Jean 
Stilley and Howie Holdenried.  

  Please pray for these 
St. Joseph Parishioners:

NEW ONLINE GIVING
We have just installed the 
capabilities for online stew-
ardship. Check out our web-
site or Facebook page for 
details or call the office to 
set up automatic payments. 

                +Stan Norman, Sr.
   +Ralph Nordstrom
                +Bill Badding
                +Frances Connors
              Liv/Dec Foster Family

May 13 to June 3, 2020
Weekly Envelopes: $4,904.00              Loose: $175.00
Peace & Justice: $150.00           Rosary/Altar: $25.00                  
Online Ministry: $300.00          Youth Group: $450.00
Aid To Domestic Churches: $24.00            

WE CONTINUE to receive nice 
comments both online and in 
the mail. We enjoy hearing feed-
back, good or bad. Following are 
the latest notes in the mailbag.
a I have watched and enjoyed 

Fr. Tim

 mass intentions

The Gospel today is sometimes 
called “The Gospel in minia-
ture” because it so concisely 
sums up the Gospel message. 
In even more condensed form, 
“God loved...God gave...”it is the 
paradigm for stewardship--we give 

WE ARE NOW taking items 
for the Treasure Chest Ga-
rage Sale Ministry. Please call 
Cheryl Aumer at 712-331-4303 
to make an appointment. We 
do not accept electronic items.

because we love. 

HELP Us  ce l -
ebrate Fr. Tim’s 
27th Anniversary 
in the Priesthood 
with a “quiet” card 
shower as he cel-
ebrates Sat., June 
13. Cards noting 

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY from the 
St. Joseph Parish Family to Charree 
Sweeten on the death of her husband, 
+Ronald Gene “Ron Dog” Sweeten, 
who died Wed., June 3. His private 

HYMN SING - Cain, our Di-
rector of Music, will be doing 
an online virtual hymn sing. 
Date to be determined. To 
make this happen, we need 
to know your favorite hymns. 
Please vote for up to 10 of 
your favorite songs from 
the list found at: www.stjo-
sephmilford.org/hymnsing.

This Sunday we celebrate all of the three 
persons of the Most Holy Trinity. As a Cat-
echist, I know how hard this is to teach. St. 
Patrick used the analogy of a three-leaf clo-
ver to help him. Others have used a triangle 
shape. When we first teach young children, 
we begin by talking about who God is, then 
Jesus. When we get to the Holy Spirit, the 
third person of the Trinity, that understanding 
becomes unclear.  When teaching about the 
Trinity or when we teach about the Sign of 
the Cross I have used a book titled A Picture 
of God 3 in 1 which does a marvelous job of 
teaching about all three parts of the Trinity.  
It is geared for young children but handles 
the concept very well by using the analogy 
of an apple.

Comparing the two, we have one apple 
like we have one God. However, there are 
three parts to each: the apple have the peel, 
flesh and core. God has the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. All distinct parts. Lots of good 
things are made from apples and the seeds 
give us many more when planted. All good 
things are from God our Creator, who gave 
us Jesus to take away sin and was the seed 
to begin our church. The Holy Spirit is like 
water for the apple seed in that it helps our 
faith grow and thrive in us. It is a wonderful 
book and if you can find it, it is a special way 
to celebrate Trinity Sunday.

When our children get older, they learn 
more about the Holy Spirit as our helper with 
specific gifts and fruits through the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. Personally, I rely on the 
help of the Holy Spirit every day.  Our church 
was able to begin and sustain because of 
those who believe and listen to the Holy 
Spirit. The trinity is there for all Christians. 
We need that guidance  now more than ever 
it seems.

AN anonymous couple has challenged 
our parish to raise $5,000 to match their 
$5,000 gift to the online media ministry. To 
date, $2,500.00 has been received. This is 
50% of what is needed. Our Online Media 
Ministry is responsible for live streaming all 
the liturgies within our parish. By supporting 

this ministry, donations will be used to purchase the 
proper equipment, licensing and other costs asso-
ciated with continuing this ministry permanently. To 
read more about this ministry, or for information on 
how to donate, please visit www.stjosephmilford.org/
supportonlineministry. Thank you to all who have do-
nated so far, and to the couple that has so graciously 
offered the matching donation. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be Mon., June 
8, 10:30 a.m. This Mass will be livestreamed 
on our Facebook and website.   

your Masses. Thank you for making it possible.
Jan and Don Wolf, Venice, FL 

a I enjoy the masses online. 
Lori Talboy, Boise, ID

this occasion may be sent to him at 1305 
Okoboji Ave., Milford. Someday soon, we 
can all wish him the best in person.

REMEMBER that special man in your life 
with the Father’s Day Novena of 9 Masses 
which begin Mon., June 22. Send in a note 
with your intentions and 
please mark those who 
are deceased with an 
asterick. Intentions will 
be included in the June 
20-21 bulletin. Deadline 
for inclusion is Wed., 
June 17.

Card Shower for Zach Jones -  Join us 
for a card shower for Zach Jones, son of 
Chris and Connie Jones, who is a seminar-
ian with the Diocese of Sioux City. Zach 
has been assisting in different areas at 
St. Joseph for the past several weeks. He 
will be departing our parish in about two 
weeks to head to Holy Trinity Parish, in 
Fort Dodge, to serve as one of their sum-
mer seminarians. Cards may be sent to 
him at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1305 
Okoboji Ave., Milford, IA 51351

Vicki Willison Painting
Painting-Interior Finishing-Wallpapering

712-320-4008

Traditionally, Trinity Sunday 
follows Pentecost, the conclu-
sion of the fifty days of Easter 
Season.  (Because of our so-
cial circumstances the Easter 
Season was an after thought to 
many.)  Trinity Sunday is likely 
the most essential aspect of 
our Christian belief—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit—and most 
difficult to explain in a rationale 
sense.  I defer to Karen Arm-
strong, author and Christian: “Jesus did not spend a great 
deal of time discoursing about the trinity or original sin or 
the incarnation, which have preoccupied later Christians. 
He went around doing good and being compassionate.“  
Trying to piece together an understandable homily on 
Trinity Sunday can be a task—if ever accomplished.  
However, Pope Francis may have succinctly shared the 
secret of the Trinity during his homily in 2019 on this 
very feast day:  “the feast of the Holy Trinity “makes us 
contemplate the mystery of a God who incessantly cre-
ates, redeems and sanctifies, always with love and for 
love, and to every creature that welcomes him, he gives 
the gift of reflecting a ray of his beauty, goodness and 
truth.”   Over the years and prior to my ordination I recall 
just one homily that seemed to succinctly describe  the 
Trinity.  Fr. Joe Kerwin, our pastor in my hometown at 
the time provided the essential homily.  He had the Irish 
mindset, providing the essential without belaboring the 
message.  (Or as priests refer to a succinct and “to the 
point” homily, he knew how to “land the plane.)

We are witnessing a disruption in our social fabric as 
a nation alongside the weeks of coronavirus restrictions 
and awareness: the protests stemming from the death 
of   differing opinions voiced on the course of the protests 
and adjacent violence, destruction and looting taking 
place in cities across our nation following the death of 
George Floyd.  His brother seems to voice what is true: 
stop the violence, the destruction  and looting which only 
detracts from the message of hope for the dignity of all 
persons regardless of race.  Perhaps, by the grace of 
God, Robert Kennedy provided an ‘off the cuff’ speech on 
the campaign trail after hearing of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
death on April 4, 1968 (in an African-American section of 
Indianapolis who had yet to hear of the tragedy).  “What 
we need in the United States is not division; what we need 
in the United States is not hatred; what we need in the 
United States is not violence or lawlessness, but is love 
and wisdom, and compassion toward one another, and 
a feeling of justice towards those who still suffer within 
our country, whether they be white or whether they be 
black. . . .dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote 
so many years ago: to tame the savageness of man and 
to make gentle the life of this world.”  He concluded by 
asking those who were present to “pray for our country 
and our people.”  

To catch you up with our parish’s Centennial Celebra-
tion slated for the last weekend in July: it is the commit-
tee’s decision to postpone the celebration until 2021.  
Considering the ongoing concern about the coronavirus 
and the desire to have parishioners and visitors to freely 
enjoy the activities, the date has been pushed back to 

the last weekend in July, 2021.  However, 
we should soon receive our new parish 
directories in the upcoming months.  Thank 
you for your patience.  One final note: Bishop 
Nickless in consultation with his staff will 
continue to uphold the suspension of public 
Mass and the use of parish facilities.  There 
seems to be a continued spike of the virus 
within northwest Iowa, our diocese, and thus 
he asks for our patience.  Such a decision 
is not easy for the Bishop, but he remains 
aware of the efforts needed to safeguard 
the most vulnerable within our parishes and 
communities. 

We each have our opinions on the pres-
ent strife as well as the coronavirus restric-
tions.  Possibly, what we can share is the 
hope of God’s grace and guidance through 
prayers for our country and our people.

O God, who gave one origin to all peoples
and willed to gather from them one family 

for yourself,
fill all hearts, we pray, with the fire of 

your love
and kindle in them a desire
for the just advancement of their neigh-

bor,
that, through the good things which you 

richly bestow upon all,
each human person may be brought to 

perfection,
every division may be removed,
and equity and justice may be estab-

lished in human society.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen
God Bless,


