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St. Anthony Church 
4773 Church Rd., PO Box 3 
Morris, IN  47033 
 
Parish Website:  www.stanthonymorris.org 
Like us on FB: St. Anthony Catholic Community 
 
Pastor:  Fr. Stan Pondo 
Phone:  812-934-3204  ext. 265 
Fr.stanleypondo@yahoo.com 
 
Office Manager:  Kathy Tekulve 
Phone: 812-934-6218 
parishoffice@stanthonymorris.org 
 
Parish Office Hours: Tue: 9am-4pm, Wed: 1pm-5pm,  
Fri: 9am-2pm 
 
Administrator of Religious Education:  Renee Jackson 
Phone: 812-623-4618    
dre@stnicholas-sunman.org 
 
Director of Pre-school:  Abby Thome  
Phone: 812-934-278 
director@stanthonymorris.org 
 
Communications Coordinator:  Vanessa Beetz 
Phone: 812-212-4080 
communications@stanthonymorris.org 

 

 

MASS / CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

St. Anthony Masses:  
Sat. 4:00pm, Sun. 8:00am 

Weekday: Wed. 6:15pm  

Confessions:  Sat. 3-3:45pm 
           & Wed. 5:15pm (before Mass) 

 CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST.  ANTHONY 
of PADUA 

 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is a Holy Day of obligation 

for 2021.  A Mass of Anticipation will be held at St. Anthony’s on 

Dec.  31st at 4pm. 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Parish Office will be closed the Week of Dec. 28th. 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 

Please remember: Mark Prickel, Arnelda Prickel, Omer Kinker, 

Rita Kinker, Marianne Mills, Mildred Sauers, Henry Schneider, 

Helen Schneider, Fred Fromme, Mary Lou Fromme, Sylvia Erhart, 

The John & Bertha Glaub family, and the Cecil & Alvina 

Flospohler Family  
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

May the joy and promise of the Christ child fill your heart this 

Christmas season. - St. Anthony Staff 



. 

 

Please pray for: Marty Glaub, Erica Prickel, Patrick Martin, and 
Ruth Messerschmidt, Fr. Stan Pondo, Emma Hudepohl 
  
Please pray for the repose of the soul of: John Chlopecki, Patricia 
Chaffee, Lavonne Huber, John Hartman, Roy Meyer, Alice Faust 
 
Please pray for our military:  Sgt. Jacob Emerson, Corporal Quintin 
Richter(Marines)   Airman 1st Class Nathan Priebe(Air Force)   
Specialist Jacob Horner (Army)  Sergeant Shawn Dudley (Army)  
Chief Petty Officer Steven Meer(Navy)   Lieutenant Ben Kick (Air 
Force)  Chaplain(CPT) Adam Ahern,  MSgt Grant  
Whittington (IN Air National Guard) 

Remember in your Prayers 

BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS TREE  
 

The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern. Its origins are 

found in the medieval mystery plays that depicted the tree of  

paradise and the Christmas light or candle that symbolized Christ, 

the Light of the world. According to custom, the Christmas tree is 

set up just before Christmas and may remain in place until the  

Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated after 

the prayer of blessing.  
 

In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent or   

another family member, in connection with the evening meal on 

Christmas Eve or a suitable time on Christmas Day. 

 

Turn the lights on the tree off. When all have gathered, a suitable 

song may be sung.  The leader makes the sign of the cross, and all 

reply “Amen.” 

 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and 

peace into our midst, now and forever. 

R/. Amen. 
  

Leader: My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy to our 

hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated 

and adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may it lights guide 

us to the perfect light. 

 

One of those present or the leader reads a text from Sacred    

Scripture, for example (Titus 3:4 or Ezekiel 7:22). 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

R/. Thanks be to God.   
 

Intercession: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and   

upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. 

R/. Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

Intercession: That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of 

glory on which Christ accomplished our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.  
 

Intercession:  That the joy of Christmas may always be in our 

homes, let us pray to the Lord.   
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.  
 

Intercession: That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and 

in the world, let us pray to the Lord.  
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.  

 
 

All say The Lord’s Prayer 

                                                                                 

                                                                                      Continued... 

BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS TREE - CONTINUED 
 

 

Leader: Lord our God, 

we praise you for the light of creation: 

the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 

We praise you for the light of Israel: 

the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 

We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 

who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 

Lord God, 

let your blessing come upon us 

as we illumine this tree. 

May the light and cheer it gives 

be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 

May all who delight in this tree 

come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R/. Amen. 
 

The lights of the tree are then illuminated. The leader concludes 

the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and 

saying: 
 

Leader: May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, 

now and forever. 

R/. Amen  
 

The blessing concludes with a verse from “ O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel”: 
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

AT CHRISTMAS -  EDGAR GUEST 

A man is at his finest 

     towards the finish of the year; 

He is almost what he should be 

     when the Christmas season is here; 

Then he's thinking more of others 

     than he's thought the months before, 

And the laughter of his children 

     is a joy worth toiling for. 

He is less a selfish creature than 

     at any other time; 

When the Christmas spirit rules him 

     he comes close to the sublime.  

 

When it's Christmas man is bigger 

     and is better in his part; 

He is keener for the service 

     that is prompted by the heart. 

All the petty thoughts and narrow 

     seem to vanish for awhile 

And the true reward he's seeking 

     is the glory of a smile. 

Then for others he is toiling and 

     somehow it seems to me 

That at Christmas he is almost 

     what God wanted him to be.  

 

 

If I had to paint a picture of a man 

     I think I'd wait 

Till he'd fought his selfish battles 

     and had put aside his hate. 

I'd not catch him at his labors 

     when his thoughts are all of pelf, 

On the long days and the dreary 

     when he's striving for himself. 

I'd not take him when he's sneering, 

     when he's scornful or depressed, 

But I'd look for him at Christmas 

     when he's shining at his best.  

  

Man is ever in a struggle 

     and he's oft misunderstood; 

There are days the worst that's in him 

     is the master of the good, 

But at Christmas kindness rules him 

     and he puts himself aside 

And his petty hates are vanquished 

     and his heart is opened wide. 

Oh, I don't know how to say it, 

     but somehow it seems to me 

That at Christmas man is almost 

     what God sent him here to be. 


