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HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER 
Please read this article and let me know what you think. 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

W hat kind of vibrant parish do you think we would become if we committed to Children, Youth and Family 
Ministries as a renewed focus in our grouping? What if we were able, someday, to add a new full time 

staff member and reassign other staff members to focus on these opportunities to reach out, inspire and equip all 
of our youth to become future Catholic leaders in the Church and society? Would your first response be to ask 
the question: “Why do we need children and youth directors when we hardly have any children or youth at Mass 
or even in our parishes?” 
 

How many agree with me that we will never see significant progress towards goals like these without taking 
huge risks and prioritizing what is most important to us all? What do you think would happen if we all made 
such a commitment to focus on families still raising children between the ages of one to twenty-one? Do you 
think successes like creating and designing a first class early childhood development center, so badly needed in 
our area, would become a reality before we know it? Do you think our attendance at Mass would triple with 
Catholics returning to the Church and even many of the “nones” joining us? Do you think we would have teenag-
ers proud of belonging to the Catholic Church again instead of being some of our fiercest opponents? Do you 
think Catholic families that currently have serious doubts whether or not it is worth it to believe in Christ would 
become some of our most zealous evangelizing disciples for the Lord? I think the answer is YES to all of the 
above!  
 

That’s why I personally would love to lead a “field trip” to visit all the parishes and congregations that have pri-
oritized focusing on reaching out to the new generation and already experience firsthand the transformation that 
has happened for them. Many of these faith communities were nearly dying churches only a few years ago. They 
had lost touch with what a healthy parish with all generations well represented was like. Their pews were sparse-
ly occupied. Most of the people attending Mass or services were retirees. They were the loyal remnant. They 
loved attending church but even they admitted they felt sad that so many younger members had fallen away from 
coming to church on Sunday morning. Sundays were comfortable but they felt complacent. Even they sometimes 
wondered why they stayed. They were like the dry bones prophesized in the Book of Ezekiel.  
 

I went on such a “field trip” like I am describing. A friend of mine, Pastor Lee Kricher and his wife Linda intro-
duced me to their faith community and some of the other communities that made the commitment I am writing 
about. The Kirchers who are Protestants have a profound love for the Catholic Church. They pray for us all the 
time. I was pleased that they showed me there are a number of Catholic parishes among the churches they rec-
ommended I visit.  
 

One way these Catholic parishes and groupings started their transformation was certainly by emphasizing the 
Sacraments and the preaching ministry. At the same time, they recognized that they had large church facilities, 
but hardly any space designated solely as children, youth and family friendly. Every available room was 
“multipurpose,” and children and youth were able to use the rooms only when other activities and programs were 
not scheduled. And forgive them Lord if any of the rooms were messed up by toddlers or teenagers. Once they 
committed to make their parishes focus on Children, Youth and Family Ministries, things began to change. It 
was almost miraculous the turn around that occurred. Parking lots became full again. Families returned and actu-
ally stayed around after Mass even on Football Sundays. Volunteerism multiplied. And most importantly, every-
one became much happier in general! The Church was alive again!  
 

This Sunday we welcome young families who will meet with me along with other 
members of my clergy team, pastoral staff and pastoral council. This is the first step 
in which I hope the Holy Spirit begins to set us on fire to move forward with a re-
newed focus on reaching out to the next generation. I will provide a report of how 
today’s important meeting goes. Please keep it in your prayers.  
 

I have a strong feeling many people are going to want to chip in and help me 
make this move forward a reality. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please let 
me know. Email me at jmele@diopitt.org. Thanks for taking time to read about this endeavor and espe-
cially for praying for this intention. I am deeply grateful.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

mailto:jmele@diopitt.org


  

 

HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 

A minister friend of mine tells this story: 
 

Missing the Whale  
(from For a New Generation - Lee Kricher) 

 

W hen I was in my mid forties, I went on a three-day scuba diving trip on the Great Barrier Reef off of 
northeast Australia. On one of my favorite dives, I was about eighty feet deep. The amount and varie-

ty of fish and coral were stunning. I spent most of my dive ob-
serving from a few inches away a family of clown fish swimming 
in and around a large anemone. They were beautiful. 
 

When I came  to the surface and got back on deck, I wasn’t sur-
prised that the other divers were also excited about the dive. But I 
was surprised by how excited they were.  When I asked why they 
were so enthusiastic, one diver said, “Didn’t you see the whale?” 
Apparently, a dwarf minke whale swam right above us—I was the 
only one who didn’t see it. I was so focused on the family of 
clown fish that I missed the whale. 
 

Sometimes we are like that in our churches. We spend our time 
focusing on so many good things that we lose sight of the most 
important reason our church exists. 
 

Application 
 

Readings 
 

We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders. For he is-
sued his laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions to Israel. He commanded our ances-
tors to teach them to their children, so the next generation might know them - even 
the children not yet born - and they in turn will teach their own children. So each gen-
eration should set its hope anew in God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and 
obeying his commands. 

Psalm 78:4-7 NLT 

 
“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, 
will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered 
off? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about 
the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not 
willing that any of these little ones should perish.” 

Matthew 18:12-14 

 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. What is the “whale” for your church—your core mission and the primary reason you 
exist? 

2. What indicators are these, if any, that your church may be more focused on keeping the 
people who already attend more than reaching people, including the next generation? 

3. How would you respond if your church stopped doing some things that are personally 
important to you in order to more effectively focus on things that are deemed to be 
most critical to fulfilling the church vision? 

4. What could be done to make the children’s and youth ministry at your church irresisti-
ble both now and in the future? 

 
 
Reprinted with permission:  For a New Generation - Lee Kricher 



  

 

HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 

Fr. Mele invites you to pray the Rosary with him. 
You are all invited to come: 
October 20th at 3:00PM  

in Our Lady’s Chapel at Sacred Heart 
October 28th at 3:00PM  

in Our Lady’s Outdoor Grotto at Saint Raphael Rectory Ground 
 

SUB TUUM PRAESIDIUM 
The invocation “Sub Tuum Praesidium” is recited as follows: 

 
“Sub tuum praesidium confugimus Sancta Dei Genitrix. Nostras deprecations ne despicias in necessi-
tatibus, sed a periculis cunctis libera nos semper, Virgo Gloriosa et Benedicta”. 

 

[We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our petitions in our 
necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers, o Glorious and Blessed Virgin.] 
 
With this request for intercession Pope Francis asks the faithful of all the world to 
pray that the Holy Mother of God place the Church beneath her protective mantle: 
to preserve her from the attacks by the devil, the great accuser, and at the same 
time to make her more aware of the faults, the errors and the abuses committed in 
the present and in the past, and commit her to combating those faults without any 
hesitation, so that evil may not prevail. 

Canonization of John H. Newman 

Congratulations to the Oratorians at the Pittsburgh Oratory! 
 
John Henry Newman, the first of six children, was born into an Evangelical Angli-
can family on 21 February 1801. He spent the first half of 
his life as an Anglican and the second half as a Roman 
Catholic. He was a pastor, poet, educator, apologist,  
historian, philosopher, litterateur, first an Anglican priest 
and later a Catholic priest and cardinal. He was an  
eminent theologian in both Churches. 
 

Newman eventually wrote 40 books and 21,000 letters. 
Most famous are his book-length Essay on the Develop-
ment of Christian Doctrine, On Consulting the Faithful in 
Matters of Doctrine, Apologia Pro Vita Sua - his spiritual 
autobiography up to 1864 - and Essay on the Grammar of 

Assent. 
 

Three years after Cardinal Newman died, a Newman Club for Catholic students 
began at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 

Newman's beatification was officially proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI on 19 
September 2010 during his visit to the United Kingdom. His canonization was of-
ficially approved by Pope Francis on 12 February 2019 and he will be canonized 
with four others by Pope Francis on 13 October 2019. 

ACT OF LOVE 
 

O my God, I love you above all things, with my whole heart and soul,  

because you are all good and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as 

myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have injured me and I ask  

pardon of all whom I have injured. AMEN 



  

 

HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING  
 

A ll Pastoral Council members are reminded of the meeting on Wednesday, October 16 beginning at 6:30 
in the Holy Angels Room at Saint Raphael’s Pastoral Center. All parishioners are asked to keep this 

meeting in your prayers on Wednesday. Perhaps some of our people will consider attending Mass that day 
and receiving Holy Communion for this intention. Our Pastoral Council members are dedicated to lead the 
way for us to become a vibrant parish. Please pray for them. Your prayers are very important that they will 
be blessed to work together and make decisions that will allow us to become an exciting and dynamic com-
munity of intentional disciples for the Lord.  
 

The Agenda for Wednesday’s Meeting: 
 

• Opening Prayer 

• Financial Update Report 

• Clarification of and Planning of Listening Sessions to Be Conducted by Pastoral Council Members 

• Scheduling the Grouping-wide Survey 

• Formulating the Pastoral Council Mission Statement 

• Comments & Updates from Father Joe 

• Closing Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 
Dear Parishioners of St. Raphael and Sacred Heart, 
 

Our names are Milan Chaump, Sabrina Swidergal, and Patrick Knight. We are missionaries in the neighbor-
hood of Garfield with Vagabond Missions. Vagabond Missions is a non-profit youth ministry that strives to 
break the cycle of hopelessness in the inner-city. As missionaries we seek to be Christ to the teens we en-
counter.   
 

First and foremost, our ministry starts with relationship and getting out into the community to meet kids. We 
put on weekly youth nights, bible studies, and have discipleship groups to lead teens into deeper relation-
ships with Christ. Our Garfield mission site has been in the neighborhood of Garfield for the past three and 
a half years. Vagabond Missions has six missions in four cities, three of those Pittsburgh with 10 missionar-
ies serving here in our city. 
 

Our mission and our programming had been operated out of St. Maria Goretti in the old St. Lawrence 
O’Toole church on North Atlantic Ave. Since the closing of the St. Lawrence O’Toole church building at 
the beginning of September, we have been searching for a new home for our youth center. We reached out 
to the surrounding communities for help and Father Mele, along with the enthusiastic support of the pastoral 
council, invited us to partner with the parishes of St. Raphael and Sacred Heart to use the old pre-school 
rooms at St. Raphael for us to use as our youth center on a temporary but indefinite basis.  
 

We will be working to get the space ready to use by November 1. We will be speaking at all Masses the 
weekend of October 19 and hosting an informational night on Monday October 21 at 7:30 PM in multipur-
pose room (cafeteria). We are excited to be able to become a part of the community in Morningside/
Shadyside and look forward to partnering with your Grouping. 
 

In Christ, 
Milan Chaump                   Sabrina Swidergal   Patrick Knight 
milan@vagabondmissions.com    sabrinas@vagabondmissions.com   patk@vagabondmissions.com 



  

 

HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING / AREA 

Magnificat Pittsburgh Prayer Breakfast 
 

Ladies, come to the Magnificat Pittsburgh prayer breakfast on 
October 26 from 9 am to Noon at the Double Tree by Hilton, 
Cranberry Twp. Cost of the breakfast is $23. To register, call 

Donna, 412-364-0969 or Pam, 412-461-8906 or go to 
www.magnificatpittsburgh.org. Registration deadline is  

October 18, 2019. 

From September 26 through November 3 
you’re invited to join other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting for an 

end to abortion. You’re also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside Planned 
Parenthood, 933 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh, and also to help spread the word about this important community outreach. If you’d 
like more information – and especially if you’d like to volunteer to help, please contact: Nikki Bruni, 412-926-9413, 
nbruni@40daysforlifepgh.com www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh (or) www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com  

MOVIE NIGHT 
Ladies of St. Raphael and Sacred Heart, 
please join the Women's Ministry for our first 
movie of the Fall. We'll be watching Lady 
Bird (2017) in the Library at St. Raphael at 7 
PM on Friday October 25th. Our evening will include 
snacks, discussion and prayer.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PARISH OR WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS?  
To register at either Sacred Heart or Saint Raphael, please call the parish office to set up an appointment to fill out a registration 
form and meet with a priest, if available, or a member of our staff. We want to get to know you!  
To assist with this process, Father Mele is looking for six weekend and/or evening volunteer receptionists who would like to wel-
come our new parishioners to our parish community. Please call or email Emily (412-661-0187, ext. 111 or groupingassis-
tant@sacredheartpgh.org) if you are interested in volunteering. 

CLASSES OF 2024, 2025, 2026  
Students and Parents  please join us for the 

Serra Catholic High School 
OPEN HOUSE 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
Meet our students, faculty and coaches 

Refreshments, prizes and more. Looking forward to seeing you! 

October Addiction Recovery Ministry Event 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

John Paul I Center, 201 9th Street,  
Sharpsburg, PA  15215 

Officer Brian Hoebel of the Sharpsburg Police Depart-
ment will give a presentation on addiction and how it im-

pacts the community and law enforcement. 

Reflect. Renew. Retreat. 
Is the busy-ness of life stressing you? Have you ever felt the need to get away to clear your head? 
If the answer is yes, consider attending an upcoming Emmaus Weekend. 
You will meet people like you who are also grappling with life’s big questions. You will have a chance 
to reflect and renew, worship and praise. The weekend is coordinated by lay people who will not try to 
convince or preach to you. Instead, they will share experiences and let you draw your own conclusions. The connections made at 
these weekends can supercharge your personal and spiritual life. If you have been putting this off, what are you waiting for? 
The women’s weekend will be held October 26-28 at the Kearns Spirituality Center in Allison Park. The men’s weekend will be 
held on December 6-8 at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center in Pittsburgh. Both retreats take place in a relaxed atmosphere, 
minutes from home. Private rooms and food are provided. For information, contact parishioner [Mike Cappelli] at [412-352-
7631], [Jodie King] at [412-429-1573] or visit www.PittsburghEmmaus.com  

Young Adult Sunday Brunch in Shadyside 
We're meeting up on the 2nd and 4th Sundays for brunch! Join us on October 13 and 27 at Urban Tap in Shadyside following 9:00 

am Mass. Coming from Sacred Heart? Meet at the main entrance to walk over as a group.  
Coming from St. Raphael? Meet at Urban Tap or email us if you need a ride. 

 

Adoration, Mass & Bonfire in Morningside 
Join other young adults for Wednesday evening adoration until 7pm Mass at St. Raphael,  

followed by a social hour with a bonfire afterwards! 
For questions about upcoming young adult events or to get on our email list, contact us at sacredheart20plus@gmail.com. 

Saturday, October 19, after the 4:00 mass 

St. Raphael Multi-purpose Room & around the fire (weather permitting) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart Neighbors and Friends, please come & join us. Let’s get to know each other! 

http://www.magnificatpittsburgh.org
mailto:groupingassistant@sacredheartpgh.org
mailto:groupingassistant@sacredheartpgh.org
mailto:sacredheart20plus@gmail.com


  

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION 

Mass Intentions for 2020 
 

The practice of requesting a Mass to be offered for loved ones, living or deceased, is a 
beautiful and wonderful part of our Catholic tradition.  At Saint Raphael and Sacred Heart 
Parishes, there are many requests for scheduling Mass intentions. As a way to allow as 
many parishioners as possible to schedule Masses, and understanding that we are still in a 
time of transition, we are adopting the following policy for scheduling Masses from Janu-
ary 1 through April 12, 2020 in case a reviser Mass schedule is adopted as a result of the 
Parish Council Survey that will be conducted in the near future: 
 

1. The Mass book will be opened for MAIL-IN FORMS ONLY beginning October 21st. This will allow our 
shut-ins, working families, and retired parishioners to have the same opportunity to schedule Masses in 
this way. From October 21 - November 3, we will not schedule Masses in person or on the phone. The 
mail-in form will be available in the bulletin October 19 and 20 and also on our website. 

2. For those who choose not to use the mail-in form, the Mass book will be opened to schedule Masses in 
person at each Parish Office beginning Monday, November 4th between 10:00AM to 2:30PM. WE WILL 
NOT SCHEDULE MASSES OVER THE PHONE. 

3. We will accept no more than 2 (TWO) intentions per household, based upon availability with only 1 
(ONE) Sunday intention if available. 

4. A $10 stipend, as determined by Diocesan policy, is to accompany each Mass request. 
5. Mass intentions cannot be scheduled for the following days: Holy Thursday, Holy Saturday, and Easter 

Sunday. 
6. Please print names clearly and legibly so that we can enter the names correctly.  Lengthy intentions can-

not be published in the bulletin and will be edited for the sake of brevity. Please indicate if the person for 
whom the Mass is requested is living or deceased. 

7. PLEASE NOTE THE MASS SCHEDULE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Heart: 
Monday - Thursday 12:05pm 
Friday 8:30am 
Saturday (1st and 3rd) 8:30am 
Saturday (anticipated) 4:30pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:30am, 7:45pm 

Saint Raphael: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri. 9:00am 
Wednesday 7:00pm 
Saturday (anticipated) 4:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am  

Come and Pray  
Unity, Guidance and Vibrancy 

 

Please join us for special prayer times and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament asking the Lord 
to bless us all during the months ahead as we move forward on becoming one, vibrant new par-
ish. We have so much to accomplish and it will be only through prayer and holiness that we can 
be assured we are moving in the right direction.  
 

Saint Raphael 
 

All Day Adoration for Unity, Guidance and Vibrancy will be held at Saint Raphael Church 
during their usual hours of 8:00 AM until 6:45 PM every Wednesday. This day of peaceful 
reflection and meditation every week is a perfect time to come and offer your time in adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. The beauty of Saint Raphael’s Church is the perfect environment to 
pray before the Lord for His help.  
 

Sacred Heart  
 

Adoration is conducted every First Friday from after the 8:45 AM Mass until 11:45 AM.  
In addition Sacred Heart will add Adoration every First Sunday of the month from 6: 30 PM 
to 7:30 PM. Adoration will be conducted in quiet except when reposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment begins. The usual hymns and litany of Divine Praises will be included.  
 

Please consider joining us during these special prayer times and ask God to be our guide in the 
year ahead. There is a powerful potential for us to truly serve the Lord in ways that remain hid-
den from our sight. Let us ask Christ to reveal to us His plan that we can surrender to it and 
reap the blessings He desires.  



  

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please remember that the Anointing of the Sick will be administered after all Masses at Sacred Heart 
and Saint Raphael Parishes on the last weekend of every month. It was inspiring to witness the faith of 
so many people who were anointed. This Sacrament goes hand in hand with the Sacrament of Penance 
as Sacraments for healing. By faith many are healed.  
 

Please help spread the word that the Anointing of the Sick will be held at our parishes on this regular 
basis. Perhaps some of you will reach out to people you know that are elderly or homebound and might 
need assistance to come for the Anointing.  
 

If ever you are going into the hospital, please be assured that Father Steven Palsa, chaplain on our clergy team will be 
happy to make arrangements for you to be anointed before you are admitted into the hospital. If Father Steve is not 
available any of our priests will anoint you with the Sacrament of the Sick. This powerful Sacrament will restore you 
and raise you up to health again.  

SACRED HEART OF JESUS PRAYER AND LITANY  
 

The Next First Friday of the Month: November 1, 2019  
Please remember that the Prayer and Litany of the Sacred Heart will be offered every First Friday at Sacred Heart  
Parish as part of Benediction at the conclusion of the Morning of Adoration. Please join us for Mass every First  

Friday. Adoration begins immediately after the 7:00AM Mass. Adoration concludes at 11:45 AM with the Litany of 
the Blessed Sacred Heart and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Please join us. 

Faith Formation  ❖  Religious Education 
St. Raphael  ❖  Sacred Heart grouping 

faithformation@sacredheartpgh.org  ❖  412-720-3554 

Family Prayer 
Sunday, October 20 @ Sacred Heart Cafeteria 10:30 to 11:15 am 

All parents and children are invited to this special program. 
Religious Education – Catholic School – Home School 

How do we pray together as a family? 
Rege and Libbie Flaherty will give the presentation.  

Rege recently retired as general manager of the National Institute for Newman Studies. For many 
years he was Director of the Gilmary Retreat Center. He is a bestselling author and continues to work 
as a retreat director and speaker. Rege and Libbie, have been married for 44 years, and have four chil-

dren, eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
Coffee, juice, milk and muffins before the program.  

Free books will be available before and after the presentation. 
Rege Flaherty’s books will be available for purchase:  

The “How To” Book of Catholic Devotions & Jesus is the Gift 

Maybe this is your year to become Catholic! 
 

Have you ever thought about: 
 Becoming Catholic? 
  Receiving your Baptism? 
   Receiving your First Communion? 
    Receiving your Confirmation? 
 
 

Or do you have a spouse, child (any age) or other family member who needs one or 
more of these sacraments? 

 

Prayerfully consider this invitation... 
 

If so, you are invited to a journey of prayerful discernment leading to full membership in 
the Catholic Church. 

Please contact Father John Sweeney at 412-661-3100 to set up a time to meet with him. 

mailto:faithformation@sacredheartpgh.org


  

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION 

All Saints Day 
This year the Solemnity of All Saints, a holy day of obligation, falls on 
the first Friday of November. All Saints Day is our opportunity to honor 
all the saints - especially those who do not have a special day on the li-
turgical calendar.  This is a day to be reminded that we are all called to 
be holy - to be saints!   In medieval times in England, Christians would 
parade through the streets the evening before this Holy Day dressed as 
saints.  This was called the “Eve of All Halloweds.” [This is the  
origin of Halloween.] Since November 1 is the First Friday of the month, adoration of our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament will begin after the 7:00 am Mass at Sacred Heart and will conclude at 11:45 with the 
Litany of the Sacred Heart and Benediction. 
 

The Mass schedule for All Saints Day is as follows: 
• On Thursday, October 31 [Halloween] the Vigil Mass for All Saints:  
  4:00 pm at St Raphael 
• On Friday, November 1 - the Solemnity of All Saints:  
 7:00 am at Sacred Heart - followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and adoration time. 
 9:00 am at St Raphael 
 11:45 am - the conclusion of adoration time/ Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus/ Benediction 
 12:05 pm at Sacred Heart 
 6:00 pm at Sacred Heart 
 7:00 pm at St Raphael 

All Souls Day 
 

The Commemoration of All Souls is Saturday, November 2. 
Holy Mass will be celebrated remembering all the faithful de-
parted at Sacred Heart at 8:30 am and at Saint Raphael at 9:00 
am. 

Mass for our Departed Loved Ones 
 

On Monday, November 4th at Sacred Heart and on Wednesday, November 6th at St Raphael, Holy Mass 
will be offered at 7:00pm for our departed loved ones. At this Mass we pray in a special way for the mem-
bers of our parish grouping - St Raphael and Sacred Heart - who have passed away during the last year - 
between October 7, 2018 and October 11, 2019. 

Celebration of Saints With Our Parish Families & Little Patron Saints 
 

Saturday, November 2 – All Souls Day from 10am to Noon 
St. Raphael/Sacred Heart Parish Grouping 
St. Raphael School Multi-Purpose Room 

 

Celebration of Saints Schedule  
10:00am Breakfast – Donuts & Bagels  
10:30am Kids Parade of Patron Saints 
11:00am Games & Activities 
11:45am Closing Prayer 

 

All Parents in our Parish Grouping are invited to 
Come & Celebrate Our Faith & Families 

Kids Parade of Patron Saints – Children can come dressed as a Saint OR who their Saint is a Parton of. Did 
you know there is a Patron Saint for astronauts, zookeepers, bankers, butchers, doctors, nurses, police & fire?  
 

YOU can discover hundreds of listings of Patron Saints for any profession or anything from the book Patron 
Saints in our church office. 

 

RSVP Requested by October 28 
Contact:  Jack Shaw 412-508-5383 / shaw.jack@verizon.net or Lauren O’Donoughue at lauren.odonughue@gmail.com 

mailto:shaw.jack@verizon.net
mailto:lauren.odonughue@gmail.com


  

 

 
Saint Raphael 2019 Parish Share Program 

 
Diocesan Assigned Goal:  $126,954.00 

 
Amount Received as of 10/6/19: $38,093.00 

 

Thank you, everyone! 
 

Saint Raphael Offertory Total for 10/6/19:  $5,477.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 FINANCIALS  

 
Sacred Heart 2019 Parish Share Program 

 
Diocesan Assigned Goal:  $120,182.00 

 
Amount Received as of 10/6/19: $134,423.00 

 

Thank you, everyone! 
 

Sacred Heart Offertory Total for 10/6/19: $8,909.75 
 

Sacred Heart Online Giving for 9/22/19 & 9/29/19: 
$4,777.00 

 

Other Contributions for 10/6/19:  Maintenance Fund: 
$1,240.00, Bishop’s Education Fund: $5.00, Stained 
Glass Windows: $250.00, World Mission Sunday: 

$60.00, Social Services: $939.00, St. Anthony and De-
Paul School: $10.00, Holy Land/Good Friday: $10.00, 

Holy Thursday: $10.00, Easter: $10.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

The Ladies of Charity wish to thank 
all who donated to the Loose Change 
weekend, because of your generosity 
we received $603.62 enabling us to 
help those in need. 

Offertory Collection Analysis 
 
Over the past few weeks, our parish Finance Councils and our new business manager 
have been working together to get a handle on our parishes’ current financial conditions 
and to try to predict where we are headed in the foreseeable future.  We thought you 
might be interested to see a compilation of the offertory collections for our two parishes 
over the past five years.    
 
 
Fiscal Year Ending:  Saint Raphael Parish Sacred Heart Parish  
 
June 30, 2014    $466,375   $649,552 
June 30, 2015    $453,895   $604,506 
June 30, 2016    $503,863   $610,458 
June 30, 2017    $519,218   $601,705 
June 30, 2018    $483,981   $595,340 
June 30, 2019    $453,383   $556,489 
 
 
As you can see, except for a few minor exceptions, our collections have dropped rather 
significantly in the past five years.  As you can imagine, our expenses (including salaries, 
utilities, insurance, etc.) have continued to rise during the same period.  As we consider 
the future or our combined parish and the services that we will be able to provide we ask 
that you pray for the financial stability of our parishes and we thank you for your contin-
ued support of your parish!   

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REMINDER 
Anyone who volunteers in the school or with the parish ministries is 
REQUIRED by the diocese to be compliant with all Safe Environ-

ment clearances.  If you have not registered on the Diocesan database 
you may do so by visiting www.diopitt.org and following the links.   

Thank you for your service to the parish! 



  

 

Sacred Heart Weekly Parish Schedule 
 

Sunday, October 13th 

 Religious Education 10:00 - 11:20AM 
(Cafeteria) 

  Young Families Meeting 12:30PM 
(Auditorium)  

Tuesday, October 15th 

 Church Tour 9:30AM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Room)  

 Forgiveness Study 6:30 - 9:00PM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Room)  

Thursday, October 17th 

 Centering Prayer Group 7:00 - 8:30PM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Room)  

 Choir Practice 7:00PM 
(Choir Room) 

Friday, October 18th 

  Bible Study 10:00AM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Room)  

Saturday, October 19th 

 Men’s Fellowship 8:00 - 9:30AM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Room)  

Saint Raphael Sanctuary Candles 
 
October 13th Lawrence, James and Samuel 
 Mastromatteo (Mary Frances 
 Mastromatteo)  
October 20th Raymond & Mary Kramer 
 (Daughter, Linda) 

Saint Raphael Minister Schedule for October 19th - 20th 

 
 

Lectors EMoHC Altar Servers 

4:00 PM Mary McDonald 

Paul Gensler 
Donna Gensler 

Anthony Mannella 
Lydia Morris 

Denny McManus 

Francis Serrao 
Palma Serrao 

9:00 AM Kevin Smith 

Janelle Miller 
Dorothy Delaney 
Joleine Kenaan 

Pasquale DiDomenico 
Jaon Graham 

Robert Lemon 
Joey Bonifate 

11:00 AM Mary Lou Foley 

Deacon Vaskov 
Lisa Holt 

Denise Keller 
Janice LoPresti 

Pam Matia 

Michael Knecht 
Seamus Knecht 

Saint Raphael Monthly Calendar Raffle Tickets 

Date: Winning No: Winner’s Name: Amount: 

9/26 #318 William Zaborowski   $50.00 

9/27 #098 unsold   $50.00 

9/28 #032 Den Ross   $50.00 

9/29 #894 unsold   $100.00 

9/30 #015 Harry Ulrich   $500.00 

 SCHEDULES 

Saint Raphael Weekly Parish Schedule 

 

Tuesday, October 15th 

 Spirituality of St.Francis 9:00AM 
(Holy Angels Conference Room) 

 RCIA 7:00PM 
(Holy Angels Conference Room) 

 ENDOW (Edith Stein) 7:00PM 
(Library) 

 Listening Friends 7:00PM 
(Multi purpose Room) 

 Choir Practice 7:30PM 
(Church) 

Wednesday, October 16th 

 Scout Leaders Meeting 5:30PM 
(Holy Angels Conference Room) 

 On Mission Pastoral Council 6:00PM 
(Holy Angels Conference Room) 

 Cub Scout 6:00PM 
(Activities Building) 

 Adoration 8:00AM - 7:00PM 
Confession 6:00 - 7:00PM 

Saturday, October 19th 

  Fellowship after 4:00PM Mass 

DAILY MASS 
 

There are few rewards in the spiritual life of a Catholic more precious and beautiful than when a Catholic attends 
daily Mass. Sacred Heart and Saint Raphael’s had a long history of many people attending daily Mass. The daily 
Mass community remains one of the most important groups in a parish even though numbers have recently dwin-
dled. Join us for daily Mass when you are able. There is something extremely beautiful about celebrating Mass and 
receiving Holy Communion in the intimacy of a small community. Eventually you get to know people in a deeper 
relationship than ever. It really is one of the greatest blessings of being part of the Catholic Church. Give it a try! 
Discover for yourself just how many others come to daily Mass throughout the Universal Church. 



  

 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
The Diocese requires a 6-month preparation period;                          

a pre-marriage course is also required for each couple. 
Sacred Heart: Call the parish office to speak with a priest. 
St. Raphael: Call the parish office to speak with a priest. 
  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
By Appointment. Please call the office: 412-661-3100. 

The next Baptism Preparation gathering for our 
grouping will be at Sacred Heart Parish on Tuesday, 

October 8, 2019 beginning at 7:00 PM. 
This program is required for parents who will be 

presenting their first child for baptism. 
Please call 412-720-3554 to RSVP to Fr. Steve Palsa who 

will present the program. 
 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Sacred Heart: Saturday 3:30- 4:30PM  
or by appointment. 

Saint Raphael: Wednesday 6:00-7:00PM; 
Saturday 3:15-3:45PM or by appointment.  

 
RCIA  

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic? 

RCIA is a process of discernment and formation. 
Please call Father John Sweeney at 412-661-3100 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

For those seriously ill, preparing for surgery, or the 
elderly. Please call Fr. Steve Palsa  - Parish Chaplain 

412-720-3554 
 

 

SACRAMENTS & MORE 

 
 
 

Rebecca Beatrix Brown  
Congratulations to the family of  

who were recently baptized! 
May God bless family and friends as they 

share faith over the years! 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PARISHIONERS 
Christopher Temple 

Anyone

Safe Environment clearances.  If you have not registered on the 

Rob Kalkstein & Jordan Mele III 
Benjamin Charley & Erin Cawley I 

 

Please pray for these wonderful couples as they  
prepare for a happy life together. 

VOLUNTEER COACHING POSITIONS   

Sacred Heart Elementary School is looking for volun-
teer basketball coaches for its 2019-2020 sea-
son.  We are looking for assistant and B Team 

coaches in the boys and girls programs (5th-
8th grade).   

Diocesan Clearances required.   
If you are interested, please contact Jennifer McPeak at 

jlmcpeak@burnswhite.com or 412-310-3816. 

Our Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

The charity of your prayers is requested for the family of the former pastor of Saint Raphael’s Parish, Father Chris Donley, in 
the very sad and sudden death of Father Chris’ four month old nephew, Conlan Matthew Rheingrover. Conlan was the child 
of Matthew and Maura Rheingrover. We extend our deepest sympathy to Matthew and Maura and to all the members of 
Rheingrover, Donley and Donahue families. Their families have such deep Christian faith. We know God’s love will surround 
them all. At the same time, we each understand they need our prayers. It is never easy when parents and a family suffer the 
death of such a beautiful little child. They wrote in the lovely newspaper notice about little “Conlan’s joy, his smile, his laugh, 
his love of the outdoors and his dog Tuck.” We agree he will always be in their hearts. We want the Rheingrovers to know we 
will rely on Conlan Matthew to help us get to where he is, already safe in God’s arms forever.  

Our Condolences go to Fr. Edward Muge, priest 
in residence at Saint Raphael for the sudden pass-
ing of his brother Matthias Thomas Muge. If you 

would like to send expressions of support and 
sympathy to Fr. Ed, please send to Saint Raphael 

Parish in care of him. 

ADORATION AT SAINT RAPHAEL  
Every Wednesday  

You are invited to come and pray the rosary at 6:30pm with 
the following schedule: 

8:00AM to 7:00PM    All Day Adoration 
6:30PM      Rosary 

7:00PM   Mass 
 

ADORATION AT SACRED HEART 
First Friday of the Month 

9:00AM to 11:45AM   Adoration 
11:45AM   Benediction 

mailto:jlmcpeak@burnswhite.com/412-310-3816


  

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Mass Schedule at the Villa 
Vincentian De Marillac 

5300 Stanton Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206 

 

Monday and Wednesday 
at 1:30PM 
Tuesday at 10:30AM 
Thursday and Friday at 
11:00AM 
Sunday at 10:30AM 

Readings for the week of October 13, 2019 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/2 Tm 
2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/Lk 11:29-
32 
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13b]/Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [7]/Lk 
11:47-54 
Friday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/
Lk 10:1-9 
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43 [8a]/Lk 
12:8-12 

SAINT RAPHAEL CHURCH 
1154 CHISLETT ST. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
310 SHADY AVE.  

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

Saturday, October 12 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
3:15PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00PM(Vigil) Frank Serrao (Maria and Family) 
 
Sunday, October 13 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Giuseppe and Giovanna Valotta  

(Joanna Marcello) 
11:00AM For the People 
 
Monday, October 14 - Saint Callistus I, Pope & Martyr 
9:00AM Carolyn Natoli (Albert & Beth Dongilli) 
 
Tuesday, October 15 - Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and 

Doctor of the Church 
9:00AM Supira, Ribarchak and Dragosh Families (Family) 
 
Wednesday, October 16 – Saint Hedwig, Religious; Saint 

Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin 
6:00PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:00PM Frank Serrao (Maria & Family) 
 Villa: Joseph Parker (Amelia Siriano & Family) 
 
Thursday, October 17 - Saint Ignatius of Antioch,  

Bishop and Martyr 
9:00AM George & Mary Stanley and Carl & Julia Frances 

(Family) 
 
Friday, October 18 – Saint Luke, Evangelist 
9:00AM Carolyn Natoli (Morningside Bocce) 
 
Saturday, October 19 - Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac 

Jogues, Priests and Companions, Martyrs 
3:15PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00PM(Vigil) Frank Serrao (Maria and Family) 
 
Sunday, October 20 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Rose & Jason Phillip (Family) 
11:00AM For the People 

 
 

Mass intentions are also available at the Villa. 
please Contact the Parish Center. 

 
 

Saturday, October 12 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
3:30PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:30PM (Vigil) For the People 
 
Sunday, October 13 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Doctor Rocco Vernino (Doctor Richard Vernino) 
11:30AM For the Benefactors Living and Deceased of Sa-

cred Heart Parish (Mike Fader) 
7:45PM George & Mary Stanley and Carl & Julia Frances 
 
Monday, October 14 - Saint Callistus I, Pope & Martyr 
12:05PM George & Anne Checque  
 
Tuesday, October 15 - Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and 

Doctor of the Church 
12:05PM Janice Abraham Alexander 
 
Wednesday, October 16 – Saint Hedwig, Religious; 

Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin 
12:05PM  Daydon Schultheis (Anne Massey) 
 
Thursday, October 17 - Saint Ignatius of Antioch,  

Bishop and Martyr 
12:05PM Supina, Ribarchek and Dragosh Families 
 
Friday, October 18 – Saint Luke, Evangelist 
8:30AM Fr. John Boradach and Fr. John Cucarro 
 
Saturday, October 19 - Saints John de Brebeuf & Isaac 

Jogues, Priests and Companions, Martyrs 
8:30AM Antonio Pisani & Guiseppe Laserra (Rita Costa) 
3:30PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:30PM (Vigil) Michael G & Mary Fader and Joseph & Joanne 

Targuinio (Mike Fader) 
 
Sunday, October 20 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Gordon and McCague Families (James 

McCague ) 
11:30AM David Maola (Family) 
7:45PM For the People 


