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T 
his Christmas I gave some of my family members and closest friends a puzzle made from a fa-
vorite photograph of them. I was very happy because it seemed to be a huge hit! I received text 
messages with pictures of everyone putting the puzzles together as early as that very Christmas 

night. That made me so happy. I take great pride when my nieces and nephews tell me: “Uncle Joe, 
you still find the best fun gifts for us!” And most of my nieces and nephews are in their forties and 
fifties but still enjoy surprises. I am blessed to have a beautiful family. We have our ups and downs 
like every family but we have lots of fun. 
 

After Christmas I visited my good friend Monsignor Bob Saly in Duncansville, Pennsylvania. Just by 
coincidence Bob had the following article in his bulletin. I like it. I think it is very true, so I offer it to 
all of us in our grouping. I hope you enjoy it too. Let’s all use it as a reflection as we continue to 
move forward in the new year. This year ahead will surely have its challenges but hopefully with each 
other and especially by Christ’s grace, we can transform these hurdles into blessings.  
 

The article in Monsignor Saly’s bulletin was written by a wonderful priest that writes ideas for pasto-

ral communications. The service is “Apple Seeds”. We have permission to reprint this article.  
 

Learning Life from a Jigsaw Puzzle 
1. Don’t force a fit. If something is meant to be, it will come together naturally. 

2. When things aren’t going so well, take a break. Everything will look different when you return. 
3. Be sure to look at the big picture. Getting hung up on the little pieces only leads to frustration. 

4. Perseverance pays off. Every important puzzle went together bit by bit, piece by piece. 
5. When one spot stops working, move to another. But be sure to come back later (see #4). 

6. The Creator of the puzzle gave you the picture as a guidebook. 
7. Variety is the spice of life. It’s the different colors and patterns that make the puzzle interesting. 

8. Working together with friends and family makes any task fun. 
9. Establish the border first. Boundaries give a sense of security and order. 

10.  Don’t be afraid to try different combinations. Some matches are surprising. 
11.  Take time often to celebrate your successes—even little ones. 

12.  Anything worth doing takes time and effort. A great puzzle can’t be rushed. 

A PRAYER FOR FAMILIES 
 

Loving and Merciful God, we pray for the many needs of families: for abundant love,  
for forgiveness and reconciliation, for a living faith to face the challenges of each day.  

Jesus, you were born into a human family and became our brother.  
You know well what families need to nourish both children and parents  

in long-lasting bonds of love and respect. 
Help families of all shapes and sizes turn to you as their source of life. 

May your Spirit encourage husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters.  
Give us all the eyes to appreciate one another and to be grateful for the gift of families.  

Amen. 
© 1993 Creative Communications for the Parish 
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MOVING FORWARD IN THE MONTHS AHEAD 
 

Hopefully we can see the signs of people coming together in our Grouping. I appreciate that many of you 
good people are doing this on your own. I notice people from each parish starting to attend Mass at each oth-
er’s church. That is a good step forward. Sometimes the later Mass at Sacred Heart works for you; sometimes 
the extra half hour at Saint Raphael’s is better for you. Some other people are just trying to get to know their 
new parishioners and so they intentionally attend Mass in each other’s churches. I couldn’t be happier than 
when I see that. God bless everyone that is already trying to get to know one another. Please keep praying that 
we start to truly love one another the way God wants us to be a united parish. 
 

At the end of this month, all four priests will live at Sacred Heart Parish. This move will 
save the people of our parishes close to $2,000.00 a month. That might be hard to be-
lieve but to operate and staff the lovely but huge rectory at Saint Raphael Parish costs at 
least that much each month, especially in the winter. Another reason for this move is that 
there are a couple of exciting prospects for the rental of the rectory. We will be inform-
ing you of these possibilities in the near future. The Grouping will benefit from the income and the people in-
terested in living there will be a blessing to us and to the neighborhood. We need to begin to prepare the recto-
ry for rental. There are numerous repairs and improvements that need to be done before we can rent this grand 
building. We will keep the rectory as part of Saint Raphael campus.  
 

The future for Saint Raphael campus is bright. I will report to you as soon as possible about various spiritual 
and religious groups that are interested in working or locating in our buildings. I have a vision that Saint 
Raphael campus become a hub of spirituality in our urban setting which is ideal for people coming together. 
At the same time Saint Raphael will remain a vibrant worship site; maybe becoming even more active. 
 

In order to better access and oversee the future for Saint Raphael Parish, I will begin to work out of the pasto-
ral center offices on a regular basis. I have arranged to be present at Saint Raphael for as much as possible. 
That will enable me to keep meeting with the various groups that want to inquire about making our campus 
their home as well. I will also be able to oversee the improvements to the campus that are needed. There is a 
lot of work to be done. By my being there as many days of the week as I can, it will help me move these pro-
jects forward. I have asked Joe Bonifate and Rocco Cugini of Saint Raphael and Fabrizio Rambaldi of Sacred 
Heart along with Michael McGrath, our Business Manager to assist me in prioritizing when these jobs can be 
scheduled.  
 

This part of our vision for the future is exciting even though it is still evolving. I want to assure everyone that 
I will do my best to keep you informed as we move forward. Please remember that I have three advisory 
councils upon whom I rely for input. They represent you. My pastoral staff, pastoral council and the pastoral 
finance councils are my eyes and ears. They are with you in ways that I cannot be. I trust them and I believe 
you do too. Please never hesitate to offer them your opinions and insights. The more I hear and see through 
what you share with them the better we can all discern what God wants for us. And of course, you can always 
contact me directly. I always enjoy when you do.  
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2020 Catholic Schools Week Family Brunch at Sacred Heart 
The time has come for the annual Catholic Schools Week Family Brunch! The theme this year is “Learn. Serve. 
Lead. Succeed.” This year the brunch will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2019 at 10:00 AM (after the 9:00 AM 
Mass), in the school cafeteria. All are welcome to come and enjoy this wonderful opportunity to celebrate the Sa-
cred Heart Elementary School. 
The cost of the brunch is $6.00 per adult, and $4.00 per child. Children under three years of age are free. Reserva-
tions are required. Please call or email Diane Hurkmans at 412-512-0696, or dmhurkmans@yahoo.com. 

Sacred Heart Church Bells 
 

You may have noticed that the bells of Sacred Heart are not currently ringing. 
There are three large bells in the tower that were cast in 1954 by the Gillett and 

Johnston Company in Croydon (South London), England. At the time, these were 
considered to be the finest bells one could buy.  

Two gentlemen from the Verdin Company in Cincinnati were out to inspect the 
bells on Monday and to determine how to fix them. The Verdin Company is the only 
foundry left in the United States that still casts bells and is one of the few companies 
that can repair them. 

Our smallest bell, Raphael, is broken; the clapper has broken off. This smallest 
bell of ours is larger than the biggest bell that could be cast today. Our middle sized 
bell, Walter, is the bell used to toll for funerals. Our largest bell, Thomas, would cost 
approximately $100,000 to create today, if there were a foundry in Europe that could 
cast one that large. 

At this time, we do not know how soon they are going to be starting but we will 
keep you posted as soon as possible. 

               Raphael         Walter            Thomas 

Final Results to the Sacred Heart Elementary School Steeler  
Fundraising Pool  
Thank you to everyone who supported the SHES Steeler  
Fundraising Pool. Your generosity and support allowed us to  
raise $4,110 that will go toward security improvements in the 
school.  Thank you, Sacred Heart and St. Raphael Parishes!  

Fifth graders at Sacred Heart Elementary 
School studied the varied cultures of Na-
tive Americans in North America. Their 
goal was to understand how each cultural 
region developed, adapted, and what they 
contributed to advance their culture. As a 
culminating activity, students designed 
masks and created codes to communicate 
as the Native Americans had done. 

SACRED HEART  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISER AT CHOOLAAH 
 

Choolaah has partnered with SHES 
for a Fundraising Event! On Thurs-
day, January 30

th from 11am-9pm, 
come to Choolaah located at 6114 
Centre Ave in East Liberty to dine 
and Choolaah will donate 30% of 
your purchase back to SHES! Tell 
any team member when you are or-
dering that you are here to support 
Sacred Heart Elementary School for 
SHES to receive credit for your or-
der. Offer valid on dine-in and take-
out only. Thank you for your sup-
port! 

mailto:dmhurkmans@yahoo.com
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Warm gifts for Cold nights 
Thank you for your Gifts! 

 

On behalf of all at Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, thank you for 
 all your contributions to our Winter Warming Station. Your donations of warm  
clothes helped to ease the burdens of the homeless men and women who frequent  
our Winter Warming Station. Your generous gifts to these individuals in need will  
resonate through their lives and yours. 

Week for Christian Prayer Unity - January 18 to 25, 2020 
They Showed Us Unusual Kindness (cf. Acts 28:2) 

The 2020 theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been selected. “They 
Showed Us Unusual Kindness” (cf. Acts 28:2). Annually, leaders of faith communities 
throughout the world gather together to arrive at the theme for the annual celebration of 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This year the theme finds its origins in the Acts of 
the Apostles (Acts 27:18 – 28:10). 
Fr. James Loughran, SA, Director of the Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Insti-
tute noted that “as we gather annually throughout the world to pray for the unity of Chris-
tians we are reminded of the importance of need for “unusual kindness” in the dialogue 
the leads to growth in unity. We do this in a world where separation and division hinder 
the quest for Christian Unity. In 2020, we are being called to show unusual kindness to-
wards one another.” 
The traditional period in the northern hemisphere for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is January 18-25. Those dates were proposed in 1908 by Servant of God, Fr. Paul 

Wattson, SA, Founder of the Society of the Atonement, to cover the original days of the feasts of the Chair of St. 
Peter (January 18) and the Conversion of St. Paul (January 25), and therefore have a symbolic significance. 

Greater Pittsburgh Area MAD DADS is a nationally affiliated faith-based  
Christian organization that prepares men to restore safe communities. Our mission 
is to mobilize, train and guide men to impact the issues of drugs, gangs and violence 
in Allegheny County. 
MAD DADS started out of pain, the pain of children dying in the streets of 
their own communities. We were - and still are - tired of looking into the 
hollow eyes of youth who lacked hope, and had ceased to dream. We 
realize that we could hold no one responsible for this but ourselves: We 
allowed this to happen. 
Join us the last Saturday of every month from 4:00 until 6:00PM at 
the East Hills Community Center, 2291 Wilner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  
15221. For more information, call 412-225-0139 or email greaterpitts-
burghmaddads@gmail.com. Our website is www.pittsburghmaddads.org 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Come and join the Focolare Movement for an Ecumenical  
Prayer Service during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The Service will include worship, music and prayer for the  
unity of Christians. It will take place on Saturday, January 25, 
2020, from 2:30 until 4PM at the East Liberty Presbyterian 
Church, 116 S Highland Ave, Pittsburgh, PA  15206. All are 
welcome! 
 

A brief reception and fellowship will follow and a light  
refreshment will be served. 
 

For more information, please call the Focolare Movement’s 
Houses at 412-450-8668 or 412-904-4022. 
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SPECIAL THANKS  

T 
hanks to everyone who made Christmas so very special at our parishes. As always, we were blessed by so 
many visitors and everyone kept saying they felt so welcomed and uplifted by joining us. Everyone at Sa-
cred Heart and Saint Raphael deserves a lot of credit because you all reached out to make everyone feel at 

home with us. That is very important since hospitality is a premiere virtue of every Christian community. It is one 
of the most important values in the Judeo-Christian tradition.  
 

We want to thank all the young families and their children for the beautiful liturgies during Advent. Christy Gau-
lateri deserves most of the credit because she coordinated, almost single handedly, all the children’s ministries. We 
want to thank the adult ministers for mentoring the children. It was wonderful watching the adults watching over 
the children. We especially want to thank the ushers. They were great allowing the children to work at their side. 
 

We want to express our gratitude for the beautiful flowers that decorated the main altar at Sacred Heart Church on 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent. The lovely bouquet was placed by someone who would like to remain anonymous, 
in loving memory of his mother. He places flowers in loving memory of his mother every Sunday at the Chapel of 
Our Lady.  
 

Dr. Richard Vernino donated candy canes on the Fourth Sunday for all the children that attended Mass that day.  
 

Thanks to Ellen Kline and Carol Valenty for coordinating wonderful gifts for area agencies and shelters that serve 
our neighbors. 
 

The office staff at both parishes worked over and beyond to keep so many details running smother than ever. 
Thanks Emily, Manon and Barb. A very special thanks to Manon for the great job on all the bulletins during Ad-
ventide and Christmas Day.  
 

Words couldn’t possibly express the feelings we have because of the sacred music at the Christmas Masses and 
throughout the Christmas Octave. Our combined choir was exceptional. JR Daniels did an exceptional job of bring-
ing together everything for the liturgy, certainly realizing that there was so much to attend to in the short period of 
time after JR came on board. Our Adult Choir and the Sacred Heart School Children’s Choir did a magnificent job.  
 

One of the most beautiful moments at the Children’s Christmas Eve 4:00 Mass at Sacred Heart was when the 
statue of the Infant Child Jesus was carried in procession to be placed in the Cheche in Our Lady’s Chapel . 
The members of the First Holy Communion class carried lighted candles during the procession. It was abso-
lutely a lovely way to begin that special Mass. Thanks to the children and especially their parents for bringing 
the children. 
 

Probably at the top of everyone’s list of thanks are the members of 
the church decorating committee. Both churches were absolutely  

decorated and fit for a King 
and rightfully so. We will 
list all the volunteers next 
week because it really took 
so many people to make the 
churches so beautiful. Most 
especially we want to thank 
Roy Cook of Saint Raphael 
and Nancy Burrows and 
Dina Creighton of Sacred Heart along with staff member Greg Caridi. 
They orchestrated an entire host of volunteers and made both of our 
churches exactly what a church should be for the birthday of our Savior. 

A special thank you to all those volunteers for a beautiful job!! 
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eGiving with Faith Direct 
 

This month we are introducing to our Sacred Heart family, and re-introducing to our 
Saint Raphael family, a new and exciting way to contribute to our parish offertory and 
diocesan collections - Faith Direct.  Faith Direct enables parishioners to make offertory contributions through either 
direct debit from your checking/savings account or through credit/debit card.  Just think - no more writing checks or 
searching for envelopes on the way out the door to Mass!  Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit to our par-
ish offerings in much the same way as you may now use it to make your mortgage, utilities, car or tuition payments. 
 

Please consider taking advantage of this new opportunity.  You will be receiving more information in your U.S. mail 
and/or via e-mail in the next couple weeks.  You may also get a preview of the options and even enroll by visiting 
faith.direct/PA1027  (for Sacred Heart parishioners)  or  faith.direct/PA723 (for Saint Raphael parishioners). We 
hope that you will find this a convenient way to support our parishes! 
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9 Days for Life 
January 22 is the 47th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. The Church comes together at this time to pray for the pro-
tection of all unborn children and to make reparation for abortion trusting that our Lord hears all prayers.  
As individuals, we are called to observe this day through the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or 
giving alms and to participate in special events to observe the anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  
 

As a Prayerful Faith Community, we encourage all members of Saint Raphael and Sacred Heart Parish Group-
ing to join us in: 
A 9 Day Novena: Tuesday January 21 to Wednesday January 29 

• Pray the Rosary for each of the nine days. 
• Attend Mass on Wednesday January 22 (Anniversary of Roe v Wade) at 12:05PM at Sacred Heart or 
7:00PM at St. Raphael (Rosary at 6:30pm) 
• Attend a special concluding Mass at Saint Raphael on Wednesday evening January 29 with a Rosary 

6:30pm and Mass at 7pm 
We encourage you to include in your daily prayers for the “9 Days” the Prayer for Life written by Pope Saint 
John Paul II: 
 

A Prayer for Life  
Father and maker of all, you adorn all creation with splendor 
and beauty, and fashion human lives in your image and like-
ness. Awaken in every heart reverence for the work of your 
hands, and renew among your people a readiness to nurture 
and sustain your precious gift of life.  
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 
and ever. Amen 

Meeting for Candidates and Sponsors - Confirmation Meeting 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020, 6:30  - 8:30 pm @Sacred Heart Church 

 

This is an important meeting! 
Each candidate must attend with their sponsor. [For this meeting, if the sponsor is unable to attend, a parent should 

take their place.] 
 

Each candidate will bring to the meeting 
1. Sponsor Certificate 

2. Reflection on name of saint chosen 
3. Letter to Father Mele asking for Confirmation 

4. A completed information sheet 
 

For any questions or concerns please contact Fr Steven Palsa @ 412-720-3554 or faithformation@sacredheartpgh.org 

As you would probably assume, currently, each of our parishes has its own bank account in which it manages the $10 
contributions that individuals make to the priests for mass intentions. However, in our continuing efforts to prepare for 
the merging of our two parishes into one, and in keeping with Diocesan directives, we have begun the process of com-
bining the two separate stipend accounts. 
In this effort we ask that, effective immediately, if you are paying mass stipends by check, please make the check paya-
ble to MASS STIPEND ACCOUNT.  Also, we remind you to not include any other payments (such as for sanctuary 
candles) or donations when writing a check for stipends.  
 

Other than the endorsement on the back of the check that you can see after the check is cashed, you will not notice any 
other change.  Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation and assistance in this matter. 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/index.cfm


  

 

9 HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING  

In order to more carefully manage our parishes’ funds, in the near future, we will be discontinuing the practice of 
mailing the Pittsburgh Catholic newspaper to all registered parishioners’ homes.  If you 
are an individual in need of this service, we will be happy to continue it for you. We just 
ask that, by January 31

st, you contact Barb Melick at (412) 661-3100 ext 110, or by e-mail 
at barb@bestPGHparish.org    Of course, we will have copies of “the Catholic” available in 
both of our churches each weekend.  

Parish Retreat for Men of St. Raphael and Sacred Heart 
The annual parish men's retreat at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center, South Side, will begin the evening of Friday, 
Feb. 21, 2020, and end at noon Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020. The cost for the weekend is $215. Historically a Sacred Heart 
retreat, the men of St. Raphael are encouraged to attend. Come and get to know your fellow parishioners during a 
weekend of renewal, recollection and relaxation. Questions? Contact F.J. Lucchino at 412-654-3111 or  
fjlucchino@gmail.com. 

Bible Study 
Join us every Friday morning, from 
10:00 to 12 noon at Sacred Heart in 
the Bishop Winter Conference room 
starting on Friday, January 31. We 
will be studying the Gospel of Mark. The study 
is 10 sessions and will end on Friday, April 3 if 
there are no cancellations due to bad winter 
weather. The cost will be $20.00. For more infor-
mation, please do not hesitate to contact Pat Mil-
ler at 412-731-3164, or email 
pcscajm@comcast.net . 

Magnificat Pittsburgh Prayer Breakfast 
Ladies, come to the Magnificat Pittsburgh prayer breakfast on 
Feb. 8, from 9 am to Noon at the Double Tree by Hilton, Cran-
berry Twp. Guest speaker Fr. Levi Hartle wants to share his expe-
rience of God with you. Before he was born Fr. Levi was conse-
crated to the Lord by his mother, and was brought up in Christ as 
a child. At age 18, God spoke clearly to him in a profound pro-
phetic word that established his life path to the priesthood and 
bringing people into the mystery of God. Cost of the breakfast is 
$25. Student rate is $15. To register, call Donna, 412-364-0969 or 
Pam, 412-461-8906 or go to www.magnificatpittsburgh.org. Reg-
istration deadline is January 31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Together, We March for Life 
 

Abortion is the most significant human rights 
abuse of our time. Will you take a stand? 

Join us for the National March For Life, January 
24, 2020 at 12 noon, National Mall,  

Washington, DC. 
Fr. John will represent our grouping on the March. 

More information is available at 
www.marchforlife.org 

Here we will have a Mass at 12:05PM at Sacred 
Heart Church where we will pray for the unborn. 

In Pennsylvania, as of the 
first week of January 
2020, Allegheny County 
is the epicenter and has 
the most flu cases of the 
state at 5,175. Last year at 
this time, there were only 
212 recorded flu cases. 
PA Department of Health 
recommends a yearly flu 
vaccine for everyone 6 
months of age and older 
as the first and most important step in protecting 
against this serious disease.  
In addition to getting vaccinated, you can take everyday 
preventive actions like staying away from sick people 
and washing your hands to reduce the spread of germs. 
If you are sick with flu, stay home from work or school 
to prevent spreading flu to others. 

 

On Thursday, January 30 at 7 pm in the St. Raphael's conference room, we will begin 
planning for our annual bazaar. We hope that the 2020 Bazaar will be an opportunity to 
come together as a community across our grouping, and we hope that members from both 
St. Raphael's and Sacred Heart will be able to join us in planning for the event.  
If you are interested in helping but unable to attend on 1/30, please contact Ed LoPresti, 
edlopresti@earthlink.net, 412-781-3048. 

mailto:barb@bestPGHparish.org
mailto:fjlucchino@gmail.com
mailto:pcscajm@comcast.net
http://www.magnificatpittsburgh.org
mailto:edlopresti@earthlink.net
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Attention all Parishioners of Saint Raphael and Sacred Heart Parishes: Ready to 
Live in the Power & Love of God?  
The Holy Spirit moved the apostles from fear to love — from hiding from the world to  
going out to all the nations as missionaries and martyrs. Come and invite the Holy Spirit to 
move you in the same way! This series is designed to heighten awareness of the Spirit of God 
working in our lives and in the life of the Church, to remove any barriers we might have to the 
Holy Spirit moving in our lives, and to personally invite, receive and respond to the fullness of 
Life in the Holy Spirit. Share this invitation with all who desire to live more fully in the power 
and love of God. All ages are welcome. See more details at The Oakland Prayer Group on  
Facebook or visit: OaklandPrayerGroup.org or send an email to: OaklandPrayer-
Group@gmail.com  
Join us from 7:00pm to 8:30pm each Monday night 

• Jan 20:  The Holy Spirit at Sacred Heart Church, - Father Tom SPARACINO  
 - Noah PEPMEYER 

• Jan 27:  Outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Sacred Heart Church, 310 Shady Ave, Pittsburgh, 
 15206 - Father Boniface HICKS, OSB - Jon PAULEY  

• Feb 3:  Gifts of the Holy Spirit at Synod Hall, St. Paul Cathedral - Father Killian LOCH, OSB - Jonah 
 SOUCY 

• Feb 10:  Transformation in the Holy Spirit at Synod Hall, St. Paul Cathedral - Father Michael 
 ACKERMAN - Cassandra ACREE 

• Feb 17:  Living Life in the Spirit at Synod Hall, St. Paul Cathedral - Father Dan WARUSZEWSKI 
 - Jon PAULEY 

On October 13, 2019, at our Young Family Meeting, participants expressed a great interest in an effort to imple-
ment the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS). In an effort to do that, a small group of about six members 
(staff and parishioners) will begin to meet monthly from January through June to discern a plan to establish CGS in 
our grouping. On Sunday, January 19, 2020 (snow day, January 26), at 10:30am in the Bishop Winter Room at 
Sacred Heart, an information session will be scheduled for all parishioners to hear about CGS and answer any 
questions that you may have. Kathy Klocek, a parishioner and a catechist trained in all three levels of the Catech-
esis will speak. She will also facilitate the planning meetings. Here is the timeline: 
February 2020 - The first meeting will work to have members get to know each other and to begin the work of 
discerning how God would like CGS implemented. 
March - April 2020 - The next two meetings will study the book the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in a Parish 
Setting by Tina Lillig. 
May - June 2020 - The last meetings will be to draft a plan of implementation which will be proposed to the Pasto-
ral Council and Finance Council for their consultation and recommendations to Fr. Mele. 

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL IN THE NEW YEAR  
Please mark your 2020 calendar and plan to attend two programs intended to continue our parish’s healing in the 
wake of several storms which have shaken our faith community recently. 
On Thursday evenings, February 6 and 13, Eileen Colianni, counselor, retreat facilitator, and speaker on psycho-

logical/ spiritual topics, will present: “After the Storms: Healing, Forgiveness...Hope”. 
Eileen returns during Lent to conduct a three-session series: “Putting on Christ: His mind, His 
heart, His likeness” on Thursdays March 5, 12, 19.  Here’s an opportunity for Lenten spiritual 
nourishment beyond giving up chocolate! 
We’ve designed these programs with your well-being in mind. They are opportunities to refresh 
your weary spirits, as well as to restore the warmth and vibrancy of our parish family. 
 

Plan to be there so that we can make our name – bestpghparish – a reality! 

RETROUVAILLE  
Does your marriage need a rebirth? Retrouvaille has helped countless couples experiencing marital difficulty at all lev-
els from disillusionment through deep misery. For confidential information, please call 412-277-3434 or email 
3041@retrouvaille.org. We will be hosting two weekend retreats in 2020: January 31-February 2 and September 11-
13. Call today to begin the healing process or www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

http://oaklandprayergroup.org/
mailto:OaklandPrayerGroup@gmail.com
mailto:OaklandPrayerGroup@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://12
x-apple-data-detectors://10
x-apple-data-detectors://14
x-apple-data-detectors://16
x-apple-data-detectors://20
mailto:3041@retrouvaille.org
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com


  

 

 11 FINANCIALS & SCHEDULES  

Saint Raphael Minister Schedule for January 25th - 26th 

 Lectors EMoHC Altar Servers 

4:00 PM Kevin Smith 
N. Pischke 

A. Mannella / L. Morris 
D. McManus / M. Murphy 

Jacob Wienand 
Miles Wienand 

9:00 AM 
Connie  

Silvaggio 

Deacon Hahn 
A. Inesso / J. Kenaan 
Pasquale DiDomenico 

Joan Graham 

Joey Bonifate 
Robert Lemon 

11:00 AM Diane Reimer 
Deacon Hahn 

D. Keller / J. LoPresti 
John & Pam Matia 

Brendan Maloney 
Micah Brooks 

Saint Raphael Weekly Parish Schedule 

Tuesday, January 21th 

 RCIA 7:00PM 
(Holy Angels Conference Room) 

Wednesday, January 15th 

 Adoration 9:00AM - 7:00PM 
Confession 6:00 - 7:00PM 

Sacred Heart Weekly Parish Schedule 

Sunday, January 19th 

 Religious Education 10:00 - 11:30AM 
(Cafeteria) 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 10:30 - 11:30AM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Center) 

Monday, January 20th 

 Life on the Spirit (Church) 7:00 - 8:30PM 

Tuesday, January 21th 

 Meeting for Confirmation 6:30 - 8:00PM 
(Church) 

Thursday, January 22th 

 Saint Vincent de Paul 6:00 - 8:00PM 
(Bishop Winter Conference Center) 

Choir Practice 7:30PM 
(Choir Room) 

Saturday, January 24th 

 Kid’s Night Out (SHEC) 6:00 - 9:00PM 
(Auditorium) 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint Raphael As of December 29, 2019 Sacred Heart 

 Parish Share Program  

$126,954.00 Diocesan Assigned Goal $120,182.00 

$46,579.00 Amount Received as of 12/29/19 $151,956.00 

 Offertory Collection  

$9,528.00 Offertory Contributions $5,367.00 

-- Cash/Looses Checks $1,009.00 

$52.00 Immaculate Conception Offertory $30.00 

-- Christmas Offertory $580.00 

-- Children/Youth Christmas Charities $140.00 

$4.00 Religious Retirement Fund Collection -- 

$30.00 Christmas Flowers Collection $20.00 

$25.00 Children’s Offertory  

$78.00 Maintenance Collection $28.00 

$20.00 St. Anthony School / DePaul Institute -- 

$22.00 Thanksgiving -- 

   
$4,049.00 Faith Direct - December 4, 2019 -- 

$2,487.00 Faith Direct - December 15, 2019 -- 

   
 As of Christmas Eve / Day  

$11,510.00 Offertory Contributions $16,439.00 

-- Cash/Looses Checks $3,483.00 

-- Sunday Offertory $1,420.00 

-- Immaculate Conception Offertory $20.00 

$1,777.00 Children/Youth Christmas Charities $3,633.00 

-- Religious Retirement Fund Collection $25.00 

-- Christmas Flowers Collection $95.00 

-- St. Anthony School / DePaul Institute $13.00 

-- Maintenance Collection $160.00 



  

 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
The Diocese requires a 6-month preparation period;                          

a pre-marriage course is also required for each couple. 
Sacred Heart: Call the parish office to speak with a priest. 
St. Raphael: Call the parish office to speak with a priest. 

  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

By Appointment. Please call Barb Melick  
at 412-661-3100 to make arrangements. 

A baptism preparation program is required for parents 
who are presenting their first child for baptism. 

For information on this monthly program, please contact 
Barb Melick at 412-661-3100 ext. 110. 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart: Saturday 3:30- 4:30PM  

or by appointment. 
Saint Raphael: Wednesday 6:00-7:00PM; 
Saturday 3:15-3:45PM or by appointment.  

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic? 

RCIA is a process of discernment and formation. 
Please call Father John Sweeney at 412-661-3100 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
For those seriously ill, preparing for surgery, or the 

elderly. Please call Fr. Steven Palsa  - Parish Chaplain 
412-720-3554 

 SACRAMENTS & MORE 12 

              

Please pray for our recently deceased and 

their beloved families 

Richard Hogan 

Nora Jean Lydon-Smith 

Robert D. Byrnes, Sr. 

Pauline Lesic 
and in thanksgiving for the beautiful 7 year 

old child Ariel Silvaggio, already with Our 

Lord in Heaven. 

 

Rachel Brozewicz & Mike Dorben II 
Elisse Audra Periotis & Brian James Hilderbrand I 
Please pray for these wonderful couples as they  

prepare for a happy life together. 

ADORATION AT SAINT RAPHAEL  
Every Wednesday  

You are invited to come and pray the rosary at 6:30pm with 
the following schedule: 

9:00AM to 7:00PM    All Day Adoration 
6:30PM      Rosary 

7:00PM   Mass 
 

ADORATION AT SACRED HEART 
First Friday of the Month 

8:45AM to 11:45AM 
First Sunday of the Month 

6:30PM to 7:30PM 

 

Congratulations to the family of  
Luca David Bridge 

who was recently baptized! 
May God bless family and friends as they 

share faith over the years! 

ment clearances.  If you have not registered on the Diocesan database 

Divorced, Widowed, Separated? 
The loss of a spouse through death, divorce, or separation 
is a traumatic experience.  The Beginning Experience© 
Pittsburgh Lay Apostolate will host a 1-day Saturday 
seminar, Coping with Life Alone-In the Beginning  
Program, intended to help widowed, divorced, or  
separated men and women seeking to pass through the 
grief and pain and begin to move forward with hope on 
their life journey. 
Please plan to join us on 8 February 2020 from 8:45am 
to 4:00pm. Fee is $25.00.  
Location: Martina Spiritual Renewal Center, 5244  
Clarwin Avenue, West View, PA  15229.  Register at 
www.BeginningExperiencePittsburgh.com or calling Rob 
at 412-584-5575 or Mary at 412-523-2405. 

Music at Mass 
 

Kyrie: W-317 
Gloria: W-320 
Alleluia: W-326 
Sanctus: W-353 
Mysterium Fidei: W-356 
Great Amen: W-355 
Agnus Dei: W-384 

Sanctuary Candles - January 19th to January 25th 
 

Saint Raphael Tom Wysocki (Family) 
Sacred Heart Jennie Cukas (Diane & Charles Schieb) 

http://www.beginningexperiencepittsburgh.com/


  

 

13 MASS SCHEDULE 

Mass Schedule at the Villa 
Vincentian De Marillac 
5300 Stanton Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206 

 

Monday and Wednes-
day at 1:30PM 
Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday at 
11:00AM 
Sunday at 10:30AM 

Readings for the week of January 19, 2020 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 1:1-

3/Jn 1:29-34 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/

Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28 [21a]/Mk 2:23-

28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1]/Mk 

3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13 

[5b]/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11 [2a]/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/

Mk 16:15-18 

SAINT RAPHAEL CHURCH 
1154 CHISLETT ST. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
310 SHADY AVE.  

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

Saturday, January 18 - Weekday 
3:15PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00PM(Vigil) For the People 
 
Sunday, January 19 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Charles Gabriel (Jim & Cathy Gabriel &Family) 
11:00AM Tom Wysocki, Sr. (Family) 
 
Monday, January 20 - Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; 

Saint Sebastian, Martyr 
9:00AM Scolieri & Tavella Family 
 (Cathi Scolieri & Family) 
1:30PM (Villa) Eleanor Anater (Barbara & Richard Skrinjar) 
 
Tuesday, January 21 - Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
9:00AM Howard Hays (Devine Family) 
 
Wednesday, January 22 – Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children 
6:00PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:00PM Frank Serrao (Maria Serrao Family) 
 
Thursday, January 23 - Saint Marianne Cope, virgin; 

Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 
9:00AM John P. Gallagher (Kevin Koehler) 
 
Friday, January 24 – Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 
9:00AM Elizabetta Didiano & Francesca Antonio Fusca 

(Josephine DeVito) 
 
Saturday, January 25 - Conversion of Saint Paul, Apos-

tle 
3:15PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00PM(Vigil) Mariangela Liberto, Angelina Liberto & Paolo 

Loberto (Vittoria & Concettina Liberto) 
 
Sunday, January 26 - third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00AM William, Theresa & Joan Eberhardt (Family) 
11:00AM Mary Kennelly, Marion Fischer, Harriet Kineavy 

& Kyle Houpt (Bill & Nancy Bosack) 

Saturday, January 18 - Weekday 
3:30PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:30PM (Vigil)Concetta Costa (Maria Costa) 
 
Sunday, January 19 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Bernie Panza 
11:30AM Anna Marie Ward (Margaret Ward) 
7:45PM Mr. & Mrs. James Chiado (Ridondo Family) 
 
Monday, January 20 - Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; 

Saint Sebastian, Martyr 
12:05PM Phil & Bill Hagedorn (Granddaughter) 
 
Tuesday, January 21 - Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
12:05PM The sick friends of Dory (Family 
 
Wednesday, January 22 – Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children 
12:05PM  Francisca Gaxiola-Apodaca (Robert Dabney) 
 
Thursday, January 23 - Saint Marianne Cope, virgin; 

Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 
12:05PM Fr. John A Reifsmyder (Margaret Ward) 
 
Friday, January 24 – Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM Shirley Young (Joe Crisanti) 
12:05PM In remembrance of the Unborn 
 
Saturday, January 25 - Conversion of Saint Paul, Apos-

tle 
3:30PM Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:30PM (Vigil)For the Poor Souls 
 
Sunday, January 26 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00AM Joseph Crisanti (Edward Blank) 
11:30AM Joseph Crisanti (Dr. John Perry) 
7:45PM For the People 

Please note that there are openings for Mass Intentions at Sacred Heart Church. 
Please contact Manon at 412-661-0187 ext 110 or manon@bestpghparish.org. 


