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M y dear parishioners, 
I am thinking of you and your families and continue to pray that you are safe. In this moment of 

turmoil caused by COVID-19, it could be unthinkable and even absurd to talk about hope and light. In 
the news, we hear about fear, feeling helpless and death not only here, but also in the whole world. 
We all have our story to share during this time. I would like to share with you the most beautiful story 
that happened 2000 years ago. This Sunday, we are celebrating the apex of our faith, the Resurrection 
of Christ Jesus from the dead, the passing from the an eternal darkness into the radiant light that is 
Truth. This moment brings joy, hope and light despite all else that surrounds us. Together, let’s all 
turn to Him, celebrating with Him, His Glory, the victory from death: “Go and tell my brothers and 
sisters that I am Risen!” 
 

And so, beloved parishioners, as my first year as your Pastor/Administrator winds down during an 
unprecedented time of challenge we could have never envisioned, I am nonetheless full of gratitude. 
I am grateful for the priceless gift of knowing I am exactly where the Lord wants me to be and doing 
exactly what the Lord is calling me to do. I hope you agree. 
 

My gratitude is now being enhanced by you, by the Light you are shining into our collective darkness 
with your good deeds – your acts of loving kindness to each other as we share the burden which coro-
navirus brings to each of us, as well as to our fledgling community. 
 

Every day I smile when I hear reports of you: shopping for and delivering groceries to the home-
bound, providing rides to doctors’ appointments, making phone calls to the lonely... these and other 
ways you are extending yourself keeps reminding me of Jesus’ words to his disciples: “You are the 
Light of the world...let your good deeds shine forth.” 
 

My friends, you are indeed letting your Light shine through the darkness, a darkness which can never 
extinguish your radiance. My heartfelt thanks! I know I speak on behalf of 
all of us, our profound appreciation to those on the front line, especially, 
first responders, our parishioners serving with compassion in all healthcare 
vocations and our parishioners who work for all of our local civic and pub-
lic administration. I look forward to the day when I can once again greet 
each of you after Mass to express my thanks in person. 
Meanwhile, please join me in choosing gratitude instead of fear and please 
know I pray without ceasing for your good health and inner peace. 

 
On behalf of my brother priests, deacons and their wives, Sr Mary Elizabeth and each of 

the pastoral staff members, may I prayerfully extend to you our sincere blessing upon 
you and all your loved ones. In the words of the devout spiritual writer, Henri Nouwen, 
please remember: “The call to be grateful is a call to trust that every moment of our life 

can be claimed as the Way of the Cross that leads to New Life.” 
 

God bless you with the deepest inner joy of the Resurrection,  
 

Happy and Blessed Easter! 
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PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC 
 

O God, May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.         Amen. 
        - Cameron Bellm 

EASTER SUNDAY - From Pope Francis 
 

Christ Is Alive, He Is Our Hope 
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwells in you.” —ROMANS 8:11 
 

The resurrection of Christ is the principle of new life for every man and every woman, for true renewal 
always begins from the heart. Yet Easter is also the beginning of the new world, set free from the slavery 
of sin and death: the world open at last to the kingdom of God, a kingdom of 
love, peace and fraternity. Christ is alive and he wants you to be alive! He is 
in you, he is with you and he never abandons you. However far you may 
wander, he is always there. He calls you and he waits for you to return to 
him and start over again. When you feel you are growing old out of sorrow, 
resentment or fear, doubt or failure, he will always be there to restore your 
strength and your hope. Christ is alive and he remains with us. Risen, he 
shows us the light of his face, and he does not abandon all those experienc-
ing hardship, pain and sorrow. May the risen Christ, who flung open the 
doors of the tomb, open our hearts to the needs of the dis-advantaged, the 
vulnerable, the poor, the unemployed, the marginalized, and all those who 
knock at our door in search of bread, refuge and the rec-ognition of their 
dignity. Christ is alive! He is hope for each of us and for the entire world. 
May we let ourselves be renewed by him! Happy Easter! 
How might I open my heart to those in need to give myself and them new 
life? 
(from the booklet: From Ashes to Easter, our Lenten Journey with Pope Francis) 

Easter Sunday Schedule Masses 
8:00am from Saint Raphael Church, presided by Father Steve 

10:00am from Sacred Heart Blessed Sacrament Chapel, presided by Father Joe 
Noon Mass from Sacred Heart Blessed Sacrament Chapel, presided by Father John 

 

To Live Stream the Masses, you need to click on the following link and connect to your own Face-
book Account: https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/.  
Please note that only for those who would not have a Facebook account you can use this Facebook 
Login information: User Name: pghstreaming, Password: shsr2020 

https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
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Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 

Jesus told St. Faustina that He would rather be merciful than just towards sinners. In order to spread 
devotion to His mercy, He has given us many tools and gifts. One of the most important messages and 
powerful gifts Jesus gave to St. Faustina was a very special prayer: The Divine Mercy Chaplet. He 
calls it the last refuge for hardened sinners and it is a powerful tool in the fight for souls. Because of 
this, Jesus instructed St. Faustina to pray it often. 
 

Here is how to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, for recitation on ordinary rosary beads: 
 

Begin with: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen. 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He de-
scended into hell; the third day He arose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spir-
it, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

On the five large beads: 
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world. 
 

On the ten small beads: 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 

Conclude with (3 times): 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world 
 

Beginning on Easter Monday, you may be able to call in to pray the Divine Mercy Chap-
let with one of our priests. It will be prayed via conference call. Please use the number 
below and enter the PIN when prompted.   

Dial-in: (US) +1 507-405-4743 
PIN: 109 280 534# 

 

Feel free to pass this information along to whomever you think would find it beneficial. 
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How can the seminarians pray for you? 
 
The 27 seminarians of the Diocese of Pittsburgh asked them-
selves what they could do to help the Church of Pittsburgh. What 
they came up with is to pray for you and your intercession.  Dur-
ing this time of uncertainty, it’s wonderful that we have a group 
of young men in our diocese who want to offer our intentions to 
the Lord. The intercessory prayer of the Church is powerful.  What an encouragement!  If you have 
anything that you want them to take to the Lord for you, please submit your request online  
at https://diopitt.org/submit-a-prayer-intention.  

SAINT ANTHONY NOVENA 
 

Weekly brief meditation on about the life of Saint Anthony 
 

The Novena will be preached by Father Joe. 
It will be incorporated into the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Please consider joining us for all nine weeks starting on Tuesday, April 14, 2020.  
 

Plan to attend this powerful Novena in honor of Saint Anthony of Padua. It 
will include Novena prayers, a brief reflection, the litany of Saint Anthony, a 
variety of liturgical music each week and the benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament.  
Please consider joining us for all nine weeks. Saint Anthony is beloved 
around the world. There is rarely a church that doesn’t have a statue or 
Saint Anthony because he is popular. He is ready to help you from heaven 
to discover the amazing power of Christ and the Lord’s desire to answer 
every prayer made in faith!  
 

The novena will be conducted from Saint Raphael Church and will begin at 
6:30pm on Tuesday, April 14, 2020. To Live Stream the Novena, you 
need to click on the following link and connect to your own Facebook Ac-
count: https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/.  
 
Please note that only for those who would not have a Facebook account 
you can use this Facebook Login information: User Name: pghstreaming, Password: shsr2020 

https://diopitt.org/submit-a-prayer-intention
https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
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Check our website 
Our website, www.bestpghparish.org, includes videos from our clergy team and pastoral staff members, 

the weekly electronic bulletin as well as many other important messages from the Dio-
cese. We are also posting prayers, messages of hope, videos, etc. Please take advantage 
of them. If you have elderly parents or neighbors who you know cannot see them, maybe 
you can find a way to help them while also practicing social distancing.  
 

We hope you find the website with messages inspirational and heartwarming. 

Prayer for Health Care Workers 
 

God of everlasting goodness, you sent your Son among us 
to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our weary world. 

Be with all health care workers and their assistants 
in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

  

As they continue Jesus' ministry of care, renew them in mind, body, and spirit. 
Keep them safe from infection and illness, 

and may Christ's healing presence flow through them 
as they serve those entrusted to their care. 

  

We ask this in his name, Christ the healer, who is Lord forever and ever. 
Amen. 

ON A BRIGHTER SIDE! LOOKING FORWARD TO SUMMER 
Don’t Throw That Away!  

 

Although we cannot make light of this serious moment and because we do not 
know for sure if we will even be able to schedule summer event, we still need plan 
with the hope by summer things might improve. Many people can even think 
about summer with everything going on but some of us know we want to be pre-
pared if things work out. 
Probably every family or household has a member or two that never wants to part 
with things. In my family that person was my dad. His workbench and the base-
ment were filled with items that my mother would always try to throw away; only 
to “get caught” by the words: “Don’t throw that away!” Mom would just shrug her 
shoulders and retreat, but we knew she would wait for another try when she could. It is a funny memory 
in our family to this day. Mom was a ‘throw outer.’. Dad was a saver. “You never know when we might 
need that contraption,”; he would say.  
As the “stay-at- home” order continues, I hear many people saying, “Well at least, I am cleaning out clos-
ets, re-organizing basements and garages and ‘getting rid’ of things we haven’t used for years.”. Well eve-
ryone, please “don’t throw ANYTHING away, yet”! As the old saying goes, ‘one person’s junk, is anoth-
er one’s treasure.’.  
Save your throw- away items for the Saint Raphael’s Summer Family Bazaar’s Flea Market. As soon 
as the stay-at- home order is lifted, you will be able to take ‘everything’ to Gallagher Hall at Saint Rapha-
el Parish. The Flea Market at the Bazaar is the best organized and most popular in all the surrounding 
neighborhoods. People come from everywhere to find just what they are looking for. Please consider do-
nating all your still useable items that you are ready to discard. Items must be clean and ready for sale and 
no televisions or computers can be accepted. No clothing is sold at the Flea Market either. Books, music 
CDs, and movies are also welcome for our used book sale. Please support Saint Raphael’s Flea Market 
this year. 

http://www.bestpghparish.org
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Novena of Surrender to the Will of God 
 

In 1965 a Father Dolindo Ruotolo wrote to Bishop Hnilica say-
ing that new John will rise from Poland, who, with heroic steps, 
would break the power of Communism. Father Ruotolo, a mystic, 
also received a special novena of surrender from Jesus. 
 

DAY 1 - Why do you confuse yourselves by worrying? Leave 
the care of your affairs to Me and everything will be peaceful. I 
say to you in truth that every act of true, blind, complete surren-
der to Me produces the effect that you desire and resolves all 
difficult situations. Then pray 10 times: O Jesus, I surrender 
myself to You, take care of everything! 

DAY 2 - Surrender to me does not mean to fret, to be upset, or to 
lose hope, nor does it mean offering to me a worried prayer ask-
ing me to follow you and change your worry into prayer. It is 
against this surrender, deeply against it, to worry, to be nervous 
and to desire to think about the consequences of anything. It is 
like the confusion that children feel when they ask their mother 
to see to their needs, and then try to take care of those needs for 
themselves so that their childlike efforts get in their mother’s 
way. Surrender means to placidly close the eyes of the soul, to 
turn away from thoughts of tribulation and to put yourself in my 
care, so that only I act. Saying ‘You take care of it.’ O Jesus, I 
surrender myself to You, take care of everything. (10 times) 

DAY 3 - How many things I do when the soul, in so much spir-
itual and material need turns to me, looks at me and says to me; 
“You take care of it,” then close its eyes and rests. In pain you 
pray for Me to act, but that I act in the way you want. You do not 
turn to Me, instead, you want me to adapt to your ideas. You are 
not sick people who ask the doctor to cure you, but rather sick 
people who tell the doctor how to. So do not act this way, but 
pray as I taught you in the Our Father: “Hallowed be thy Name”, 
that is, be glorified in my need. “Thy kingdom come”, that is, let 
all that is in us and in the world be in accord with your kingdom. 
“Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven”, that is, in our 
need, decide as you see fit for our temporal and eternal life. If 
you say to me truly: “Thy will be done”. Which is the same as 
saying: “You take care of it”. I will intervene with all my om-
nipotence, and I will resolve the most difficult situations. O Je-
sus, I surrender myself to You, take care of everything. (10 
times) 

DAY 4 - You see evil growing instead of weakening? Do not 
worry, Close your eyes and say to me with faith: “Thy will be 
done, You take care of it.” I say to you that I will take care of it, 
and that I will intervene as does a doctor and I will accomplish 
miracles when they are needed. Do you see that the sick person is 
getting worse? Do not be upset, but close your eyes and say 
“You take care of it.” I say to you that I will take care of it, and 
that there is no medicine more powerful than my loving interven-

tion. By my love, I promise this to you. O Jesus, I surrender 
myself to You, take care of everything. (10 times) 

DAY 5 - And when I must lead you on a path different from the 
one you see, I will prepare you; I will carry you in my arms; I 
will let you find yourself, like children who have fallen asleep in 
their mother’s arms, on the other bank of the river. What troubles 
you and hurts you immensely are your reason, your thoughts and 
worry, and your desire at all costs to deal with what afflicts you. 
O Jesus, I surrender myself to You, take care of everything. (10 
times) 

DAY 6 - You are sleepless; you want to judge everything, direct 
everything and see to everything and you surrender to human 
strength, or worse- to men themselves, trusting in their interven-
tion,- this is what hinders my words and my views. Oh how 
much I wish from you this surrender, to help you and how I suf-
fer when I see you so agitated! Satan tries to do exactly this: to 
agitate you and to remove you from my protection and to throw 
you into the jaws of human initiative. So, trust only in me, rest in 
me, surrender to me in everything. O Jesus, I surrender myself 
to You, take care of everything. (10 times) 

DAY 7 - I perform miracles in proportion to your full surrender 
to me and to your not thinking of yourselves. I sow treasure 
troves of graces when you are in the deepest poverty. No person 
of reason, no thinker, has ever performed miracles, not even 
among the saints. He does divine works whosoever surrenders to 
God. So don’t think about it anymore,  because  you  mind is  
acute  and  for  you it  is  very hard to see evil and to trust in me 
and to not think of yourself. Do this for all your needs, do this all 
of you and you will see great continual silent miracles. I will take 
care of things, I promise this to you. O Jesus, I surrender myself 
to You, take care of everything. (10 times) 

DAY 8 - Close your eyes and let yourself be carried away on the 
flowing current of my grace; close your eyes and do not think of 
the present, turning your thoughts away from the future just as 
you would from temptation. Repose in me, believing in my good-
ness, and I promise you by my love that if you say “You take 
care of it.” I will take care of it all; I will console you, liberate 
you and guide you. O Jesus, I surrender myself to You, take 
care of everything. (10 times) 

DAY 9 - Pray always in readiness to surrender, and you will re-
ceive from it great peace and great rewards, even when I confer 
on you the grace of immolation, of repentance and of love. Then 
what does suffering matter? It seems impossible to you? Close 
your eyes and say with all your soul, “Jesus, you take care of it.” 
Do not be afraid, I will take care of things and you will bless my 
name by humbling yourself. A thousand prayers cannot equal 
one single act of surrender, remember this well. There is no no-
vena more effective than this: O Jesus, I surrender myself to 
You, take care of everything. (10 times) 

Novena of Surrender to the Will of God 
 

Here is a simple but extremely powerful Novena that will help you give to God all that you cannot handle or 
unable to fix. Certain things are out of our control and God the Father loves when we come to Him and hand 
over those painful experiences in life. He delights when we do that with complete trust and surrender in Him. 
He really means that!  
 

God is your Loving Father. Pray this Novena each day. It takes five minutes at the most. Really mean what 
you pray. I guarantee what you are going through will pass. In the meantime, what frightens or worries you; 
you will manage and even find joy while you do.        Father Joe 
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Easter collection 
 

I am well aware that you are being bombarded by every charitable agency and organization 
during these difficult times. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported this morning that the num-
bers of the newly unemployed has risen to an all-time high. Nevertheless, as pastor/
administrator, I must also appeal to your generosity for the parish. The Easter collection is al-
ways the largest collection of the year, even larger than Christmas. Although I have complete 
trust that God will provide in the end for whatever it is we need to carry on the mission of 
Christ, you can only imagine I am still worried about the possibility of losing the entire Easter 
collection because we will not be in church. When I made this appeal to you at Christmas, I 

was able to report afterwards that this past Christmas, the col-
lection was one of the highest Christmas collections ever. 
Even though many of our parishioners at both Saint Raphael 
and Sacred Heart have left our membership, those of you who 
remain helped us when we needed you the most. Once again, I 
am appealing to your love for our grouping and our individual 
parishes. Please consider a generous gift to Saint Raphael and 
Sacred Heart at Easter. I promise you I will be a faithful stew-
ard of your donation. I will commit your offering to get us 
through the financial complexities ahead and, if there be any 
amount leftover, to get us up and started again once we are 
able to carry out compassionate ministry in Christ to one an-
other. 

The Offices will be closed  
for Easter  

from Thursday, April 9  
to Monday, April 13, 2020. 

We will resume work  
Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 

Happy Easter! 
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SAINT RAPHAEL CHURCH 
1154 CHISLETT ST. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
310 SHADY AVE.  

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

Saturday, April 11 - Easter Vigil 
For the People 
 

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday of the  
Resurrection of the Lord 

For the Parishioners of Saint Raphael & Sacred Heart Grouping 
Giulio Parente by Family 
For the People 
 

Monday, April 13 - Monday Within the octave of Easter 
Victoria Magnone by Lorraine Magnone  
 

Tuesday, April 14- Tuesday Within the octave of Easter 
McCague & Gordon Families by James McCague 
Teresa & Caterina Scalamogna by Maria Serrao 
 

Wednesday, April 15 – Wednesday Within the octave of 
Easter 

Special Intention by Nede Javier 
Frank Serrao by Maria Serrao Family 
 

 

Thursday, April 16 - Thursday Within the octave of 
Easter 

Mary Joanne Virgil by P.M. Virgil 
Carmela Farrah by Elizabeth Febbraro 
 

Friday, April 17 - Friday Within the octave of Easter 
William B. Dixon by Tim Boyle 
 

Saturday, April 18 - Saturday Within the octave of 
Easter 
Living & Deceased Members of Coraluppi and Tonzig Families 
 by Luisa Coraluppi 
Robert Parken (month’s mind) 
 

Sunday, April 19 - Second Sunday of Easter - Sunday of 
Divine Mercy 

Living & Deceased Members of Shieb, Cukas & Mighogna  
 Families by Diane & Charles Schieb 
Giuseppe & Rosaria Castellano by Ray Castellano 
For the People 

Readings for the week of April 12, 2020 
 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10   
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 

Sanctuary Candles - April 12 to April 18 
 

Saint Raphael Sam Sorbo (Daughter) 
Sacred Heart Mary Grace & Michael Crisanti 
 (Joe Crisanti) 

            

Please pray for our recently deceased and 

their beloved families 

Robert Kenaan, Jr. 

The Faith Direct program allows you to support your church through automatic 
debits from your bank account or charges to your credit/debit card. To connect and 
enroll to eGiving with Faith Direct or make a one-time gift go to https://

membership.faithdirect.net/PA723 for Saint Raphael or https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA1027 for 
Sacred Heart. To families and individuals, Faith Direct offers: 

• Peace of mind because you'll be able to support your parish each and every week, even if you're unable to 
attend services; 

• The convenience of not having to write a check every week; 

• The security of knowing your data is protected, that every transaction is secure; 

• The knowledge that you are helping your parish have a steady, predictable cash flow; 

• The simplicity of being able to arrange all of your gifts to your parish in one secure program; 

• The efficiency of having an annual statement that simplifies your taxes. 


