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Diocese Victim Assistance Abuse Hotline: 1-888-808-1235 

 

SACRED HEART ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

325 Emerson Street  •  Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

Phone   412-441-1582 

Fax   412-441-2798 

Email: info@sacredheartpgh.org 

Website: www.sacredheartpgh.org 
 
 
 
 

 

SAINT RAPHAEL PRESCHOOL 
 

1154 Chislett St.  •  Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

Phone   412-661-3100   x122 

Fax   412-661-0428 

Email: info@sacredheartpgh.org 

Website: www.straphaelphg.org/school 

 Rev. Joseph Mele, Administrator 
 Sacred Heart 412-661-0187  ext. 122  
 Saint Raphael 412-661-3100  ext. 124  

 frjoe@bestpghparish.org 
 

 Rev. John Sweeney, Sr. Parochial Vicar 
 412-661-3100  ext. 128  or  
 frjohn@bestpghparish.org 

 

 Rev. Steve Palsa, Parish Chaplain 
 412-720-3554 
 frsteve@bestpghparish.org 
 Faith Formation: faithformation@bestpghparish.org 

 

 Dr. William Hahn, Deacon 
 412-661-3100 ext. 114 
 whahn@straphaelpgh.org 

 
 Mr. John Vaskov, Deacon 
 412-661-0187  ext. 117 
 deaconjohn@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Administrative Assistant 
 Emily Pino 
 412-661-0187  ext. 111 
 emily@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Business Manager  
 Michael McGrath 
 412-661-0187  ext. 118 
 michael@bestpghparish.org 
 

 Director of Music Ministries 
 John Ronald “JR” Daniels 
 412-661-0187  ext. 226 
 jr@bestpghparish.org 

 
 
 
 

 Evangelization & Outreach 
 Jack Shaw 
 412-508-5383  
 jack@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Secretary Sacred Heart 
 Manon Proulx 
 412-661-0187  ext. 110 
 manon@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Secretary Saint Raphael 
 Barb Melick  
 412-661-3100 ext 110 
 barb@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Assistant Music Minister 
 Darlene Kiniry 
 darlene@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Part time Ministry to the Bereaved 
 Sister Mary Elizabeth Schrei, SC 
 srmaryelizabeth@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Office Staff 
 Gregory Caridi 
 412-661-0187  ext. 113 
 greg@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Safe Environment Coordinator  
 Pam Matia 
 pam@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Bulletin Editor 
 Manon Proulx 
 412-661-0187  ext. 110 
 manon@bestpghparish.org 

 
 Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
 412-404-3524 

 

SACRED HEART SAINT RAPHAEL 
 

310 Shady Ave. 1118 Chislett St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
Parish Office: 412-661-0187  Parish Office: 412-661-3100 
Fax: 412-661-7932  Fax: 412-661-0428 
infosh@bestpghparish.org infosr@bestpghparish.org 

Office Hours: Weekdays 
Offices currently closed 

 

Website: bestpghparish.org 

Principal:  Mrs. Kate Taylor 

mailto:frstevenpalsa@gmail.com
mailto:dkiniry@straphaelpgh.org


  

 

 HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 2 

T he Gospel this Sunday is another of the most beautiful accounts of the Resurrection. It is the be-
loved story of Our Lord’s Easter journey with the disciples on the road to Emmaus. This narra-

tive has so many parts in it that I love, but what touches me the most this year is when Jesus enters the 
door where the disciples were staying. That image of door caused my heart to skip a beat, so to speak 

when I was praying over this passage this week.  
 

Knowing that we as Catholics are yearning to walk 
through the door of God’s House, in our churches and 
especially to return to the Eucharist and to gather with 
one another again; we realize that we are still prudently 
unable to do so. Even when the government and health 
experts give us the green light, we are all aware that 
unique conditions will accompany that start; namely – 
matters of numerical management, required spacing, 
and sanitation, to name a few. The door to God’s House 
will eventually open again but we need to be vigilant 
about protecting the safety of everyone.  
 
In the meantime, I want to ask you to reflect with me on 

three doors that always remain open to us as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

There is the door of opportunity. “Behold,” said the Risen Christ to the Church, “I have set before you 
an open door” (Revelation 3:8). This is the door of the glorious opportunity we need to consider and 
be prepared as a parish to enter when the stay home order is lifted. It is the door that leads us to take 
the message of the Gospel to places waiting for the hope that only Christ can give the world. This glo-
rious opportunity has never been wider than now. God sets before every single one of us as Christian 
disciples our own door of opportunity to spread the Good News of his love and mercy!  
 

There is the door of the human heart. “Behold,” says the Risen Christ. “I stand at the door and 
knock” (Revelation 3:20). At the door of every human heart comes the knock of the pierced hand, and 
each disciple may open or refuse to open. From some of the amazingly beautiful stories that I have 
heard about what families in our parishes have been doing together in your Catholic homes; I know 
you have opened this door to Christ and he has entered. Thanks for sharing with me these wonderful 
experiences of grace and Christian love.  
 

There is also the door of revelation. “I saw a door in heaven standing open”. God offers to every per-
son the door which leads to the knowledge of God and of life eternal. If you and I dare to enter this 
door, even more so than the other two doors, we will fall into true ecstasy. This door is my favorite 
personally. I wish I could enter it more than I admit I do. This door leads us to praise God for his holi-
ness. Then we begin to praise God for his omnipotence. And we begin to encounter his everlasting-
ness. Pandemics, world disasters and ages come and go: God lasts forever.  
 

God lasts forever. Here is the triumphant affirmation that God endures unchanging amidst the enmity 
and the rebellion of nature or man.  
 

Please reflect with me on these doors. Which one should we as a parish pursue first?  
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5 HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING  

SAINT ANTHONY NOVENA 
 

Weekly brief meditation on the life of Saint Anthony 
The Novena will be preached by Father Joe. 

It will be incorporated into the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Please consider joining us for seven more weeks this Tuesday, April 28, 2020.  

 

Plan to attend this powerful Novena in honor of Saint Anthony of Padua. It will 
include Novena prayers, a brief reflection, the litany of Saint Anthony, a variety 
of liturgical music each week and the benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  
Saint Anthony is beloved around the world. There is rarely a church that doesn’t 
have a statue or Saint Anthony because he is popular. He is ready to help you 
from heaven to discover the amazing power of Christ and the Lord’s desire to 
answer every prayer made in faith!  
 

The novena will be conducted from Saint Raphael Church every Tuesday, for 
seven more weeks at 6:30pm. To Live Stream the Novena, you need to click 
on the following link and connect to your own Facebook Account: https://
www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/.  
 

Please note that only for those who do not have a Facebook account you can use 
this Facebook Login information: User Name: pghstreaming, Password: shsr2020 

Prayer for Health Care Workers 
 

God of everlasting goodness, you sent your Son among us 
to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our weary world. 

Be with all health care workers and their assistants 
in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

As they continue Jesus' ministry of care, renew them in mind, body, and spirit. 
Keep them safe from infection and illness, 

and may Christ's healing presence flow through them 
as they serve those entrusted to their care. 

We ask this in his name, Christ the healer, who is Lord forever and ever.      Amen. 

The following prayer is called “Teresa of 
Avila’s Bookmark” because it was found in 
a book after she died. It is such succinct  
wisdom, relevant for our times: 
 
Let nothing disturb 
you 
Let nothing upset you 
Everything changes. 
God alone is  
unchanging. 
With patience, all 
things are possible.  
Whoever has God 
lacks nothing. 
God alone is enough. 

May Blood Drive 
In response to the shortage of blood donors Saint Raphael 
and Sacred Heart Parish Grouping is working with local 
organizations to sponsor a “Blood Drive” in May 
Local hospitals will soon begin to perform surgeries that 
have been postponed for months due to the coronavirus 
and are in need of replenishing their short supply of blood. 
Vitalant (formerly known as the Central Blood Bank) has 
successfully conducted several blood drive programs us-
ing all of the safety precautions and social distancing pro-
cedures in place. 
All blood donors will be scheduled in advance and sched-
uled apart to follow recommended guidelines. There will 

be no walk-in donations accepted. 
We are currently working with  
Vitalant on a date and final details and 
will provide more information soon. 
If you have any questions, contact 
Jack Shaw at 412-508-5383 

https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
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Easter Eggs for Jesus! 
Even through virtual learning, SHES has continued to be very focused and en-
gaged! Our religion lessons have been just as meaningful and fun!  
The first grade class made Easter Eggs for Jesus! We read the story "The Easter 
Egg" by Jan Brett. This beautifully illustrated book goes through Hoppi's adven-
tures to create the best egg for the Easter Bunny. Hoppi puts aside his own wants 
to help out a fallen robin's egg. He takes care of the egg during rain, shine, and 
in the middle of the scary night! 
This story inspires us to help others! The students picked one Easter symbol that 
we learned about through our lessons with Resurrection Eggs. Then, they drew the 
symbol on their Easter Egg for Jesus! In a writing activity to go along with it, the 
first graders explained why they chose the symbol to put on their egg. They also 
included adjectives to describe the colors and shapes on their egg. 
We loved making these Easter Eggs for Jesus and hope you enjoy some of the examples too! 

Mass for Sacred Heart Elementary School 
There will be a weekly School Mass, every Friday, at 9:30AM 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89401485216?

Who is Saint Catherine of Siena 
Saint Catherine of Siena was born during the outbreak of the plague in Siena, Italy on 
March 25, 1347. She was the 25th child born to her mother, although half of her broth-
ers and sisters did not survive childhood. Catherine herself was a twin, but her sister 
did not survive infancy. At an early age she wanted to devote herself to God, against 
the will of her parents. She joined the Dominican tertiaries, which allowed her to asso-
ciate with a religious society while living at home. 
Something changed her when she was 21. She described an experience she referred to 
as her "mystical marriage to Christ." A few years later, according to her confessor and 
spiritual director, she received invisible stigmata (visible, at Catherine's request, only 
to herself). Such mystical experiences change people, and St. Catherine was no excep-
tion. In her vision, she was told to reenter public life and to help the poor and sick. She 
immediately rejoined her family and went into public to help people in need. She often 
visited hospitals and homes where the poor and sick were found. Her activities quickly 
attracted followers who helped her in her mission to serve the poor and sick. 
She was a driving force behind the return of the Pope from Avignon to Rome, and then 
carried out many missions entrusted by the pope. 
She also established a monastery for women in 1377 outside of Siena. She is credited 

with composing over 400 letters, her Dialogue, which is her definitive 
work, and her prayers. By 1380, the 33-year-old mystic had become 
ill, possibly because of her habit of extreme fasting. Her confessor or-
dered her to eat, but she replied that she found it difficult to do so, and 
that possibly she was ill. In January of 1380, her illness accelerated 
her inability to eat and drink. Within weeks, she was unable to use her 
legs. She died on April 29, following a stroke just a week prior. 
Devotion to her developed rapidly after her death. She was canonized 
in 1461, declared patron saint of Rome in 1866, and of Italy (together 
with Francis of Assisi) in 1939. Her works and prayers are so influen-

tial that, along with Teresa of Ávila, she was the first woman to be 
declared a "doctor of the Church," on 4 October 1970 by Pope Paul 
VI. She is one of the most influential and popular saints in the Church. 
St. Catherine's feast day is April 29. She is the patroness against fire, 
illness, the United States, Italy, nurses and more. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89401485216?pwd=YjdibGtpSC9ObUp1RTdJT0xvQTF2QT09
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After World Down Syndrome Day relay postponed, Pittsburgh mom 
selling masks for cause 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - April 20, 2020 
Gina Mannion was preparing to run in her second Run 3.21 relay 
on World Down Syndrome Day when it was postponed only 
days before its March 21 scheduled date due to COVID-19. 
The Stanton Heights mother of four has been an active partici-
pant in races and relays over the last 13 years, since giving birth 
to her daughter, Maeve, who has Down syndrome. But once this 
year’s 250-mile, two-day relay that was set to go between the 
same two cities but in opposite directions was pushed to Septem-
ber, Ms. Mannion thought of another way to fundraise for the 
cause that is so near and dear to her family.  
Ms. Mannion thought about running her own relay throughout 
Pittsburgh when she realized that she could rely on another phys-
ical skill she acquired over the years — sewing. Over the last month, she has shipped and delivered about 400 
masks. Ms. Mannion said she was happy to fulfill that order, and is now working to sew 500 masks by request 
of Achieva, a non-profit Southwestern Pennsylvanian agency that supports children with disabilities.  
She hasn’t put a price on her masks, and is only asking customers to cover the cost of shipping and send a 
monetary donation of their choice which will go towards her Wold Down Syndrome Day fundraiser.  
To place an order, Ms. Mannion can be reached via her Facebook page, Gina Runs 3.21. 
Alexis Johnson: ajohnson@post-gazette.com and Twitter @alexisjreports 

https://bestpghparish.org/online-giving
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Preparing for Mass At Home 
Taken from IDA Lynch Development Associates, Inc 2020 
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SAINT RAPHAEL CHURCH 
1154 CHISLETT ST. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
310 SHADY AVE.  

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

Saturday, April 25 - Saint Mark, Evangelist 
Jack & Jean Welsh by Family 
4:00PM Robert Nelson by Carrie Rose 
 

Sunday, April 26 - Third Sunday of Easter 
9:00AM JoAnn Barkovich by James and Family 
11:00AM For the People 
 

Monday, April 27 - Easter Weekday 
Betty Wantuck by Gloria Weber 
Ruth Slaney by Helen and Marian Golob 
 

Tuesday, April 28– St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr; 
Saint Louis Grignion-de-Montfort, Priest 

Ann Delery by Helen and Marian Golob 
 

Wednesday, April 29 – Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin 
and Doctor of the Church 

Antonia & Antonino DiStilo by Rose & Antonio DiStilo 
Barbara Keane by Helen and Marian Golob 

Thursday, April 30 - Saint Pius V, Pope 
Sara Latorre by Helen and Marian Golob 
 

Friday, May 1 - Saint Joseph the Worker 
Santo Marcello by Garisto Family 
Robert Wenzler by Helen and Marian Golob 
 

Saturday, May 2 - Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church 
Dorothy and Steve by Helen and Marian Golob 
 

Sunday, May 3 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
In Thanksgiving by Patricia Panza 
For the People 

Readings for the week of April 26, 2020 
 

Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 
Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35   

Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 
6:22-29 

Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 
and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59  
St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/

Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 
and 16 [cf.17b]/Mt 13:54
-58 

Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-
13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 
6:60-69 

Sanctuary Candles - April 26 to May 2 
 

Saint Raphael Gerardo and Assunto Runco  
 (Mr. Guy Runco Family) 

The Faith Direct program allows you to support your church through automatic 
debits from your bank account or charges to your credit/debit card. To connect and 
enroll to eGiving with Faith Direct or make a one-time gift go to https://

membership.faithdirect.net/PA723 for Saint Raphael or https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA1027 for 
Sacred Heart. To families and individuals, Faith Direct offers: 
• Peace of mind because you'll be able to support your parish each and every week, even if you're unable to 
attend services; 
• The convenience of not having to write a check every week; 
• The security of knowing your data is protected, that every transaction is secure; 
• The knowledge that you are helping your parish have a steady, predictable cash flow; 
• The simplicity of being able to arrange all of your gifts to your parish in one secure program; 
• The efficiency of having an annual statement that simplifies your taxes. 

            

Please pray for our recently deceased and 

their beloved families 

Angela Santucci 

Gloria Tavella 

If you need to schedule a  
Mass Intention, please call Barb at 

412-661-3100, ext 110. 


