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 Rev. Joseph Mele, Administrator 
 Sacred Heart 412-661-0187  ext. 122  
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 Rev. John Sweeney, Sr. Parochial Vicar 
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 412-720-3554 
 frsteve@bestpghparish.org 
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 Dr. William Hahn, Deacon 
 412-661-3100 ext. 114 
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 Mr. John Vaskov, Deacon 
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 deaconjohn@bestpghparish.org 
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE HELPING RIGHT NOW 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  
 

I am writing by way of our electronic parish bulletin and flock notes to sincerely thank all of you who 
have been able to contribute to Saint Raphael and Sacred Heart Parishes during these difficult times. 
Your generosity to our parishes is amazing to say the least! In a time when many groupings are re-
porting record low amounts in offertory collections, parishioners at both Saint Raphael and Sacred 
Heart have been stalwart in their loyalty and upkeep of their contributions.  

 

We are blessed to have so many parishioners that make it possible for us to con-
tinue the mission of Christ in our midst, especially now when we need help the 
most. Your donations also enable us to provide the significant outreach to the 
most vulnerable parishioners in need. This generosity and thinking about others 
before and beyond ourselves, is what distinguishes our parish community as truly 
the best Pittsburgh parish. It literally is because of you that we can humbly make 
that claim.  
 

Like every religious organization, we still have serious concerns that we are fac-
ing but without your generosity we would be in far worse shape. Therefore, we 
want you to know that we do not take for granted that you are the reason for our 

hope. May Christ watch over you and all our people in return for your love and devotion to the parish 
we are becoming. Through the prayers of His Most Blessed Mother, may He bless you.  
 

Sincerely in Christ,  

Hello parishioners of Sacred Heart and St. Raphael!  
 

My name is Sean Farrell. I am a seminarian for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
and I have just been assigned to your parish for this summer. I’m very excit-
ed for this opportunity to have an experience of parish life, and I’m looking 
forward to meeting all of you. This summer will certainly be far different 
than usual, but I’m excited to be a small part of the community in this time. 
I’ll be working at the parishes for the months of June and July. Before I 
move in, I wanted to briefly introduce myself for those whom I have not met 
yet. 
I grew up in the North Hills of Pittsburgh from the time I was about 10 years 
old. I went to Aquinas Academy in Gibsonia for high school, where I started 
to develop in my faith. After graduating from Aquinas, I entered St. Paul Seminary here in Pittsburgh; 
I’m now going into my fourth year. As a part of my formation, I am enrolled as an undergraduate stu-
dent at Franciscan University of Steubenville, majoring in philosophy. My parents, Joe and Debbie, 
still live in the house where I grew up in the North Hills, and I have one older sister, Caitlin, who 
lives in Boston. Our home parish is St. Kilian. While I don’t have time for many hobbies, I enjoy hik-
ing, playing guitar, traveling, cooking, and baking bread.  
I’m looking forward to getting to know all of you this summer. Until then, stay safe and God bless.  
   -Sean Farrell 



  

 

 

Announcing the Proposal for New Mass Times 
 

Last week, we presented our grouping with a proposal for new Mass times. They are: 

• 4:00 PM on Saturdays at Saint Raphael Church 

• 8:30 AM on Sundays at Saint Raphael Church 

• 11:00 AM on Sundays at Sacred Heart Church 

• 7:45 PM on Sundays at Sacred Heart Church 

• This proposal was based upon a survey conducted in January 2020. 

• It attempts to bring us into the mindset of being one Parish. 

• It attempts to bring us together for fewer, more vibrant liturgies. 

• It acknowledges that we have a competent but very small staff.  

• It is based upon the reality that we will have fewer priests in the near future.  

• It supports our very important ministry to couples planning to be married in the Church. 

• It maintains the 7:45 PM Sunday Mass reaching out to a wider community in order to evangelize. 
 

CLARIFICATIONS 
 Our July 1st date is our target for finalizing the plan, not implementing the plan. 
 We are fully aware that the reopening of churches will be gradual and might require additional Masses 

during the interim, not fewer.  
 We admit we have no idea when the reopening stages will be complete. 
 The proposed Mass times might change drastically, depending on your feedback. 
 We are aware that we will have to provide for transportation between the two churches; most new par-

ishes are doing the same. 
Please let us un know your opinion about the Mass Schedule we are proposing. You can either submit your 
feedback through our website: https://bestpghparish.org/new-mass-schedule-proposal or by email at in-
fosh@bestpghparish.org. You have every right for us to know your thoughts about this schedule. As in any 
proposal, if we do not hear from you, we can only interpret that means you support these times. 

Ascension of the Lord 
As we Christians all know, the fortieth day after Easter Sunday commemorates Jesus Christ’s Ascension into 
heaven, and in this way completes His work of our salvation. For us, this marks the end of Jesus’ work on 
Earth. Before ascending, He told us: “Go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” What is a more valuable gift than the trust 
that He has in all of us? By acting this way, Jesus shows us a clear vision of who He 
really is! He made us disciples and consequently, all are in Christ. Considering our-
selves in Christ gives us a new vision and meaning of our mission here as disciples. 
We are destined for a bigger plan, driven by His unconditional love and trust. And we 
are not alone. As disciples, we are called to lead the way to so many others trusting that 
God will always lead us. Happy Ascension to all!  
Enclosed are the time and places for our livestreaming Masses: 

• 4:00PM (Vigil) at Saint Raphael, celebrated by Father Steve 
• 9:30AM (School Mass) at Saint Raphael, celebrated by Father John 
• 12:05PM at Sacred Heart, celebrated by Father Joe 
• 6:30PM at Sacred Heart, celebrated by Father Joe 

3 HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING  

In this Bulletin, you can read: 
Thank you to everyone ..................................... 2 
Welcome Sean Farrell...................................... 2 
Ascension of the Lord ..................................... 3 
Proposal for New Mass Times ........................ 3 
A very Difficult Decision ................................ 4 
Letter to Pre-School Families........................ 5 

 
 Letter to Pre-School Families .......................... 5 
 Are you Properly Registered ............................ 6 
 PSP Campaign ........................................................ 6 
 Financials ............................................................... 8 
 Mass Intentions ................................................... 9 

https://bestpghparish.org/new-mass-schedule-proposal


  

 

 HAPPENING IN OUR GROUPING 4 

A Very Difficult Decision 
 

It is with deepest regret that I must announce to everyone in our grouping but especially 
to the parishioners of St. Raphael Parish that the St. Raphael Preschool will not reopen 
for the coming school year of 2020-2021. This decision was, for me personally, one of 
the most difficult I have ever had to make in my priesthood. I made this decision after 
conferring with Mrs. Kate Taylor, Principal of Sacred Heart Elementary School and Director of St. 
Raphael Preschool, and in consultation with Michael McGrath, Business Manager, Mr. Joseph Rosi, 
Director of Pittsburgh East Regional Catholic Elementary Schools, and the Diocesan Schools Office.  
I realize how difficult this closure is for all of us. Both St. Raphael Parish and Sacred Heart Parish 
have a long tradition and deep love for the Catholic education and formation of our children. Unfortu-
nately, the pandemic that we are experiencing requires us to place the safety of our children and facul-
ty even above these values. Although closing our preschool weighed heavily on my heart, placing the 
welfare of the preschool community members we love became my utmost focus and concern.  
I personally communicated with Maryann Nene and Janice Snider, and they whole-heartedly agreed 
this decision needed to be made. I know their hearts, like mine, were broken, but we supported each 
other to move forward. I informed them that they would receive a reasonable severance package for 
which they were both truly grateful. 
I’m attaching the letter that was sent to all preschool parents. Please read the letter in which I explain 
that we will eventually schedule some way of honoring Mrs. Nene and Mrs. Snider and the noble leg-
acy of St. Raphael Preschool. A graduation for preschool children will also be held when it is safe to 
do so.  
I also want to take this opportunity to remind everyone that I am not giving up on my vision to partner 
with Carlow University to establish a premier early childhood and preschool center. I have already 
been in touch with Dr. Rae Ann Hirsh and requested a time to meet with her in late fall. I rely on eve-
ryone’s prayers as Pentecost draws near because with the Holy Spirit, there is always new life. 

Coming attraction 
 
 

Our Memorial Tribute 
A number of our beloved parishioners passed away dur-
ing the pandemic. We want to honor them with a special 
memorial tribute in next week’s bulletin. A list of names 
and dates when they passed away will be published. We  

also want to include a picture. We hope families will help us do that in the 
week ahead. We will be contacting them. 

 
Congratulating our High School 2020 Seniors 
We admire the way our high school seniors have accepted the reality of not being able to graduate 
with the traditional celebrations. We commend every single High School in our entire region for the 

way they are making the senior year of our students as wonderful as 
they deserve. As a parish, we want to do our part too. We will feature a 
very special insert in our bulletin, in the near future. This insert will in-
clude photos of each individual high school graduate in our grouping. 
Details will be forthcoming in next week’s bulletin. Please help us 
spread the word. 
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St. Raphael Preschool 
1154 Chislett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 
 
        May 13, 2020 

 

Dear St. Raphael Preschool Families, 
 

On behalf of myself and Mrs. Kate Taylor, Principal of Sacred Heart Elementary School and Director 
of St. Raphael Preschool, I hope each of you are well during this pandemic.  I know there has been 
great change to our normal everyday lives. No one knows that better than those of you raising young 
children. 
 

One of the many challenges that all schools are facing is how to educate small children, who may not 

comprehend the concept of social distancing, while trying to assure everyone’s safety.  With this in 

mind, I have had to make a difficult decision for next year’s preschool that weighs heavily on my 

heart.  For the safety of our children and faculty, St. Raphael’s preschool program will not open for 

the 2020-2021 school year.   
 

In the meantime, Mrs. Taylor has created a special virtual classroom for St. Raphael Preschool chil-
dren within the existing program at Sacred Heart Elementary School where they have the technology 
to provide such a program.  I am deeply grateful to Mrs. Taylor for immediately providing this op-
portunity for our children.  Mrs. Taylor and I warmly invite you to participate in St. Raphael’s Virtu-
al Preschool taught by Mrs. Maria Zielinski, whom many of you already know.  Your family will be 
invited to enter this class DoJo (a Google platform designed for young children) via email in the next 
few days.   
 

I personally communicated with Maryann Nene and Janice Snider today about this decision and as-
sured them of our deep gratitude for their service over the years and especially acknowledged their 
love for you and your children. They share in our sadness but they assured me that they understand. 
We agreed that nothing is more important than the safety of our children during this pandemic. 
They will be communicating with you soon to let you know when and how your students can safely 
gather their personal belongings from St. Raphael and to update you on preschool graduation. I will 
also be in touch with you to ask your assistance on how we can thank Maryann and Jan in the special 
way they both deserve. 
 

Without underestimating the loss we feel, I still want you to know that I will continue to explore the 
vision I shared with all of you about partnering with Carlow University so that St. Raphael might be-
come a center for a premier early childhood and preschool program. Obviously, due to the nature of 
COVID-19, those plans are currently on hold but not forgotten. Thank you for the trust you place in 
us at St. Raphael Preschool. I pledge my prayers for you while we experience another transition in 
the midst of these difficult times. I rely on your prayers for me and for our entire grouping. With this 
thought, I remain, 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

 
Administrator 
 

cc: Mrs. Kate Taylor 
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ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS  
ARE YOU SURE YOU ARE PROPERLY REGISTERED? 

 

Proper registration as a parishioner is extremely important. For various reasons many people are unpleasantly 
surprised when they discover that, although they thought they were properly registered in a parish, they were 
not. This could happen when they request an eligibility form to serve as a Baptism or Confirmation sponsor. 
Sometimes they find out they are not registered when they enroll their child in Catholic School or CCD.  
There are many other occasions when this unfortunately comes to light and it often is accompanied with con-
fusion and even disappointment.  
 

As we near the time to be established as a new parish in January, we will conduct a massive re-registration of 
all parishioners of Saint Raphael and Sacred Heart Parishes. This will take a huge amount of work, but it will 
have many benefits for our new parish. The re-registration will serve also as a spiritual census. It was custom-
ary in the past that every five years or so, a parish would always update the spiritual census. Once again, for 
many reasons, this practice has fallen by the wayside. We hope to recover it and make it a routine matter in 
our new parish.  
 

In the meantime, one very sound way for you to make sure you are registered properly in one of our parishes 
is to check and see if you ever received the initial letter for this year’s Parish Share Appeal and the donor card 
that comes with the letter. If you did not receive the letter and donor card it could be that you are not regis-
tered in the parish. We know there are some problems with our database which we are trying very hard to 
solve. We apologize for that problem. At the same time, however, if you did not receive the PSP letter, it 
would help if you contacted Greg Caridi at greg@bestpghparish.org or 412-661-0187, ext: 113 and allow 
Greg to register you or re-register in the parish. This will help avoid any problems in the future, should you 
need any documents or services from the parish at an important time in your life.  
 

Thanks for your attention in this matter.  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PSP CAMPAIGN  
WE NEED YOUR HELP MORE THAN EVER! 

 
Please help is reach this year’s Parish Share Goal. Remember, we must pay our dioce-
san assessment whether we reach the goal or not. If we fail to reach the total goal in 
each parish, we will be required to dip into any of the limited reserve funds we have. 
We really cannot afford to do that.  
Plus, we all know the Diocese needs our help as much as we do at the parish level. Di-
ocesan operations rely on our fair share. You can be assured that none of the PSP Cam-
paign funds are used in any way that is not directly related to ministry or administra-
tion. Most of all, please be assured that no campaign money is used to pay for lawsuits as, a result of the cler-
gy sexual abuse of children. You can check the diocesan website to see exactly where your donation will be 
used.  
 

The goals for the 2020 PSP Campaign are:  
• Sacred Heart Parish: $102,268.00 
• Saint Raphael Parish: $98,136.00 

 

Please be as generous as you possibly can. One final reminder is if we surpass our respective goals, everything 
we collect remains here in our parishes with no further assessment charged to these amounts. PSP is a wise 
way of donating.  
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May 18th is the 100th birthday of Saint John Paul II, one of our greatest popes.  
Celebrate with this great graphic novel for children from Magnificat for $14.99!  

John Paul II - The Journey of a Saint 
Share the inspiring story of a brilliant young Polish boy who grew up to become pope and a 

saint. Children love its comic style and the dramatic adventures of one of the most im-
portant figures of the last century, who is already being called "John Paul the Great."  

Order it at: https://bookstore.magnificat.net/john-paul-ii-the-journey-of-a-saint.html 

 
Please note that our offices will remain closed  

on Memorial Day, Monday, May 25, 2020. 
We will resume normal office hours  

on Tuesday, May 26, 2020. 
 
 

 

In Honor of our Heroes 

Birth Announcements 
 

Theodore Christopher Kline  
was born April 24, 2020 to Christopher and Ellen Kline 

Luca Gianny Mancuso 
Was born April 27, 2020 to Jonathan and Lauren Mancuso 

 
We would like to celebrate births during the time of the lockdown by posting birth  
announcements in the bulletin for all parishioners to see. If you know of anyone  

who has had a baby, please let us know by calling Barb at 412-661-3100, ext 110. 
If you would like to share a picture with our parish family, please send it to Manon at 

manon@bestpghparish.org for the weekly bulletin. 

Family Rosary 
For the remainder of the month of May join us live stream in saying the Rosary  

with the Families each evening Monday through Friday at 6:00 PM at the Marian Shrine in Saint 
Raphael’s rectory yard. Each evening a family from Saint Raphael or Sacred Heart  

will join one of our clergy team to lead the Rosary. 
Click on the following link and connect to your own Facebook Account:  

https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/ 
Please note that only for those who do not have a Facebook account you can use this Facebook  

Login information: User Name: pghstreaming, Password: shsr2020 

https://bookstore.magnificat.net/john-paul-ii-the-journey-of-a-saint.html
https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
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St. Raphael & Sacred Heart 
Blood Drive 

 

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, JUNE 6 

8:00 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M. 
St. Raphael’s School Cafeteria 

1154 Chislett Street 
 

To schedule your appointment, please: Visit vi-
talant.org and click on the 
“Make an Appointment”, search 
with group code G0040160 
If you have any questions, con-
tact Jack Shaw at 
jack@bestpghparish.org or 

SAINT ANTHONY NOVENA 
 

Please consider joining us for four 
more weeks this Tuesday,  

May 19, 2020.  
To Live Stream the Novena, you 
need to click on the following link 
and connect to your own Facebook 
Account: https://
www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/ 
If you do not have a Facebook account you can use this 
Facebook Login information: User Name: pghstream-
ing, Password: shsr2020 
You will find the Novena Prayers on our website at 
the following link: https://bestpghparish.org/saint-
anthony-novena 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint Raphael  May 2-10, 2020 Sacred Heart 

 Env. Count  Env. Count  

$7,566.00 105 Sunday Offertory 94 $10,874.00 

- -  Loose Cash / Checks   

$1,360.00 36 PSP 17 $1,190.00 

$399.00 17 Easter Offertory 5 $205.00 

$4.00 2 Easter Flowers Collection  - - 

$2.00 2 Cath. Campaign Human Development 1 $10.00 

$65.00 11 Good Friday/Holy Land Collection 2 $105.00 

$23.00 3 Catholic Relief Services Collection 5 $200.00 

$63.00 9 Ascension Thursday Offertory 4 $50.00 

- -  Peter’s Pence Collection 1 $25.00 

     

  Parish Share Program   

$34,995.00  April 30, 2020 (Year-to-Date)  $125,312.00 

     

  Faith Direct - April   

 

$9,498.73 
 Net Deposit 

(Total contributions minus Faith Direct & bank fees) 
  

$28,603.97 

FINANCIALS  

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)  
 

At Sacred Heart Elementary, the spiritual, social, and emotional health of 

our students and community has always been a priority.  During this time of great upheaval in all of our 

lives Sacred Heart has invested in a SEL (social emotional learning) program that aligns with our faith.  

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults understand and 

manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and main-

tain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions all rooted in our Catholic faith.  We are excit-

ed to introduce this program next year into our curriculum.  

https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
https://www.facebook.com/105616694431715/live/
https://bestpghparish.org/saint-anthony-novena
https://bestpghparish.org/saint-anthony-novena
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SAINT RAPHAEL CHURCH 
1154 CHISLETT ST. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
310 SHADY AVE.  

PITTSBURGH,  PA 15206 

Saturday, May 16 - Easter Weekday 
4:00PM Living and Ddeceased members of Coraluppi and 
 Tonzig Families by Luisa Coraluppi 
 

Sunday, May 17 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
9:00AM For the People 
11:00AM James Walsh, Sr. by Fran Sorg 
 

Monday, May 18 - Saint John I, Pope and Marty 
Antonino Scolieri and Carmen Tavella by Teresa and Family 
 

Tuesday, May 19 – Easter Weekday 
Maria and Filippo Suppa by Family  
 

Wednesday, May 20 – Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest 
4:00PM (Vigil) Santo Marcello by Joanna Marcello (SR) 

Thursday, May 21 - The Ascension of the Lord 
9:30AM School Mass (SR) 
12:05PM No Intention Requested 
6:30PM No Intention Requested 
 

Friday, May 22 - Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious 
Vincent Fusca, Jr. by Chris and Paul Simcic 
 

Saturday, May 23 - Easter Weekday 
4:00PM Amanda Costa by Parents and Brother  
 

Sunday, May 24 - The Ascension of the Lord - Seventh 
Sunday of Easter 

9:00AM For the People 
11:00AM Frank J. Salley by Rosemary Wyke  

Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 
Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 
4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 
16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 
16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-
20 

Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 
8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 
28:16-20 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4
-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 
8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 

Sanctuary Candles - May 17 to May 23 
 

Saint Raphael Mary Mazzocco Runco  
 by Guy Runco Family  
 

            

Please pray for our recently deceased and 

their beloved families 

Millie Linnelli 

If you need to schedule a Mass Intention, please call Barb at  
412-661-3100, ext 110. 

 
       

      Each weekday Mass that is concelebrated by our priests can  
      have up to three Mass intentions (one for each priest to of-

fer). If you take a look at our Mass intentions list for the week, you will notice that we have many 

openings since no day this week has three intentions. Ascension Thursday, for instance, still has space 

for your intentions. While we work on pinpointing our new Mass schedule, we realize that scheduling 
Sunday Masses may be a bit trickier at this time, but many weekday Masses are still available. Please 

contact Barb at 412-661-3100, ext. 110 if you wish to schedule a Mass intention.  


