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The Catholic Cemeteries of the  
Archdiocese of Washington, Inc.

Cemetery Office Hours
Monday through Saturday
8:00am to 4:00pm

Cemetery Grounds Visiting Hours
March 16 to November 2
7:30am to 7:00pm

November 3 to March 15
7:30am to 5:00pm

The Catholic Cemeteries of the  
Archdiocese of Washington, Inc. 
13801 Georgia Avenue  
Silver Spring, Maryland 20906

Or visit our cemeteries:
All Souls Cemetery
11401 Brink Road
Germantown, MD 20876
301-428-1995
asc@ccaw.org

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
13801 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20906
301-871-6500
goh@ccaw.org

Mt. Olivet Cemetery
1300 Bladensburg Road, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002
202-399-3000
mto@ccaw.org

Resurrection Cemetery
P.O. Box 151
8000 Woodyard Road
Clinton, MD 20735
301-868-5141
res@ccaw.org

St. Mary’s Queen of Peace  
Cemetery
P.O. Box 497  
38888 Dr. Johnson Road
Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-475-5005
301-932-1766
qop@ccaw.org

Contact our  
Family Counselors
Phone:  301.871.1300      

Email: counselor@ccaw.org      

Web: www.ccaw.org

Memorial Plaque 
Families can memorialize their baby with a scroll 
on the large bronze plaque featured in each 
Miscarried Baby Section. Memorialization is 
optional, and requires a fee. Memorial scrolls can 
feature the baby’s name and a date, according to 
the parent’s choosing (for example, Baby Smith; 
Baby Girl Smith; Gabriel Smith, etc.).

 — Pope Francis

 “ Each child has a place in 
God’s heart for all eternity; 
once he or she is conceived, 
the Creator’s eternal dream 
comes true.” 



The loss of a baby is a profound 
event in the life of a mother and 
father, and therefore, the whole 
community of faith. Together 
with the parents, the Church 
entrusts back to God a person 
who has been created by Him to 
live for all eternity. 

No matter how early a miscarriage takes place in pregnancy, 
many Catholic parents still long to name, inter and 
remember their baby as an eternal member of the family—
someone who will be encountered in love on the Last Day. 

The Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington 
offers the following choices to answer that great desire of 
their hearts.  

Burial in the Miscarried Baby Section: As part of 
the Charity Assistance Program serving our Catholic 
families, Catholic Cemeteries has developed sections in 
the Archdiocesan cemeteries for burial of the remains of 
a miscarried pregnancy in the first trimester. The small 
burial plots are individual, and the interment is free of 
charge to Catholic parents who have requested burial 
through the pastoral care of their pastor/priest. 

Burial in the Infant Section: Babies who are miscarried 
in the second or third trimester or are stillborn can be 
buried and memorialized in the already established 
Infant Sections at the cemeteries. While there are costs 
for burial in these sections, Charity Assistance is also 
available for Catholic parents with a priest’s counsel and 
request for free burial. 

A Profound Event Respectful Care after Miscarriage
• Parents have the right to claim and formally bury in 

sacred ground what the medical community often 
calls “the product of conception” after a miscarriage. 
Medical facilities will routinely issue a Fetal Death 
Certificate if the baby is over 20 weeks of gestation. 
When the baby is smaller, the mother may have to 
specifically ask the medical staff for the remains to be 
reserved for burial and that a Fetal Death Certificate 
be issued for that purpose. 

• A parish priest can offer the Church’s prayer, 
sacraments and consolation to mother, father and 
family members at the time of loss and bereavement. 
A priest can also confirm Charity Assistance 
arrangements with the cemetery and be present for the 
Rite of Commendation at the gravesite. 

• A funeral director can help the parents coordinate 
the time and day of burial with Catholic Cemeteries, 
and oversee the documents required by the State of 
Maryland and the District of Columbia. The funeral 
director also can offer valuable support and counsel 
regarding appropriate sealed burial containers. 

“The Church teaches that every spiritual 
soul is created immediately by God — it is 

not ‘produced’ by the parents — and also 
that it is immortal: it does not perish  

when it separates from the body  
at death, and it will be reunited with  

the body at the final Resurrection.” 
— Catechism of the Catholic Church, 366

 “ Your dear little child is with Him. Your child sees you, he loves you, and you will find  

him again one day. That is the great comfort I felt and still feel.”  
 — St. Zelie Martin, mother of four children who died in infancy
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