
  St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

   Report to Pastoral Council 

    Parish Life 

       November 2, 2022 

Members present:  Glenna Rodts, Barbara Brown, Cathy Fugiel, Peggy Finley,  

    Mary Kopmeier, Father Michael Woods 

The meeting started with a prayer and a welcome from Mary Kopmeier, Parish 

Life Minister.  Ministry Reports followed: 

Funeral Luncheons/Kitchen Liaison: 

Glenna reported that the kitchen is in good shape.  It has been cleaned and 

reorganized to help maintain storage of kitchen items.  She has created  Kitchen 

Policy which explains how users of the kitchen must alert Glenna when 

anticipating use of the kitchen, use of coffee maker and dishwasher and 

instructions for clean up.  These instructions are available from the office and will 

be given to those requesting use of the kitchen.  The ministry discussed the Kitchen 

Policy, with very positive comments and realized that complete parish inclusion of 

the policy will take time.  We can all help by reminding our ministries of the 

Kitchen Policy.  Glenna also reported on the status of funeral luncheons.  The 

luncheons are operating smoothly and she has the 2023 calendar almost complete 

with two leaders per month.  She has a few months still needing a co-leader and 

June still needing 2 leaders; however, she does not anticipate a difficulty filling 

these positions. 

Prayer Blankets/Shawls: 

  With Pam McCarthy and Sue Bivens unable to attend Peggy Finley reported that 

she has interest in the prayer shawls and will have notification of an upcoming 

meeting in December in the bulletin for those interested.  Sue Bivens reported to 

Mary that since July 8 Prayer Blankets has been given out and there is an inventory 

of blessed blankets.  They also have many blanket kits on hand for sewers to make 

on their own at home.  

 

 



Grandparents Room: 

Cathy Fugiel reported that 13 families have used items in the past 3 months.  She 

has cleaned out some older and unused items.  The water problem in the room has 

been resolved with the installation of a sump pump to handle storm water that had 

entered the room in the past.  She expressed her gratitude to Joe Schurger for his 

leadership in resolving this problem.  A question of liability arose regarding an 

accident with any of the items used by parishioners but the Knoxville Diocese will 

cover us in that situation. 

Social Life: 

Barbara Brown reported that two social events have occurred in the past 3 months.  

These were the Tail Gating Party in Sheehan Hall during a Nashville Titans game 

and the going away/thankyou party for Father Campbell.  Although the tailgating 

was less than hoped for Barbara is considering a Super Bowl Party in February, as 

well as a St. Patrick’s Day Party in March.  Since March 14th is a Friday in Lent 

this year it would need to happen on the following Sunday.  Father Michael 

suggested using Manny and Isabella’s again as the caterer.  The entire ministry 

commended Barbara for getting the Social Life ball rolling again, while agreeing 

that it may take parishioners a while to begin attending again. 

 

Other Business: 

Mary reminded the ministers of the Parish Life commitment to coffee and 

doughnuts the weekend of January 7 and 8.  On this weekend each ministry will 

need to highlight its ministry in Sheehan Hall to better inform parishioners about 

what we do in our ministries.  Our ministry will need to supply volunteers for both 

Sunday masses as well as wine and cheese at the 5pm mass on Saturday.  Mary 

will send out a signup sheet in December.  The Welcome Ministry is in the process 

of “reimagination” and will hopefully be prepared to present its new plan to us at 

our next meeting.  We Care will no longer be a ministry under Parish Life.  It is 

now a stand-alone group of parishioners helping parishioners under its own 

organization. 

Next meeting:  12 weeks forward. 

No action required by Council at this time. 

Submitted by:  Mary Kopmeier, Parish Life Minister 


