
Hilltoppers Christmas Party 

 

 
The Knights of Columbus hosted the annual Hilltoppers Christmas Party on December 7th.  Mike 

Kapalin, coordinator for the event, said it was just outstanding “so many smiles it looked like a 

Dentyne commercial”.  The smiles were certainly not limited to Hilltoppers members and staff, 

but were also all over the Knights and wives that were there to help out from both Saint Francis 

and Saint Alphonsus.  Even Santa Claus was clearly pleased with the great turnout, fun and of 

course food.  Little Caesars of Crossville certainly kept themselves on Santa’s nice list with the 

donation of 56 pizzas.  This is one of the great events this council puts on each year, watch for 

the date next fall to join in on the excitement.    

 

        

 

Corporate Communion Mass 

Many members of Council 16088 attended the Corporate Communion Mass on December 11th.  

These Masses provide an opportunity for council members, and their families, to worship and 

receive Holy Communion as a whole.  It also allows the Council to demonstrate their 

commitment to Unity, one of the four principles of the Knights of Columbus.  Two more 

Corporate Communion Masses are currently scheduled for March 12 and June 11 at the 08:00 

Masses. 



Placing Wreaths for Wreaths Across America 

 

 
 

In support of the four principles of the Knights of Columbus; Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 

Patriotism, many members of the councils assisted in the placement of wreaths on the graves 

of fallen military on December 17th as a part of the Wreaths Across America project.  Locally, 

480 wreaths were purchased by individuals in support or this effort.  

 

This is an annual activity initiated by Morrill Worcester in 1992, the owner of Worcester Wreath 

Company in Harrington Maine.  At the age of 12, as a paperboy for the Bangor Daily News, 

Morrill won a trip to Washington DC.  His visit to Arlington Cemetery made an indelible 

impression on him.  Years later, when the company had a surplus of wreaths in 1992, the 

Worcesters made arrangements with the aid of Maine Senator Olympia Snowe to place wreaths 

in one of the older sections of Arlington that had very few visitors each year.  This became an 

annual activity, and other individuals and companies contributed in the effort of transporting 

and placing the wreaths, and ceremoniously honoroing the fallen.  In 2005 a photo of the 

stones with wreaths at Arlington went viral on the internet.   

 

Since 2005, the placement of wreaths has grown tremendously.  This year, 2,706,000 wreaths 

were laid at 3400 cemeteries across our 50 states.  Wreaths Across America is now a 501 (c)(3) 

organization.  Wreathes Across America would not be successful without volunteers and 

organizations who support their mission to remember the men and women who served our 

country, honor our military and their families, and teach our children about our fr eedom 

and those who protect it.  More information can be found at WreatsAcrossAmerica.org. 

 



    
 

 

 

Decorating Saint Francis of Assisi for Christmas 

 

Many Knights assisted the parishioners of Saint Francis Church in the decorating of the church 

on December 19th.  Vince thanks all of the Knights who attended, as the great turnout of folks 

to help allowed the major bulk of the work to be completed in a little more than an hour.  

While we see many of the same folks at this joyous work event each year, which helps to make 

the work quick and correct, it is important to always have new folks as well to ensure that 

knowledge keeps getting passed along.   

 



         

 


