
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

Report to Parish Pastoral Council 

Social Action Ministry Team, January 2023 

 

Members Present: Jack Smith, Ellen Suddith, Fran Galvani, and Mary Lampugnano. Guest: 

Rollie Wicker. 

 

Report of meetings and/or activities conducted by your committee since your last report:   

a. Jack presented a briefing prepared by Christina Seaman regarding the Joyous Christmas 

Dinner at Bread of Life Rescue Mission on Christmas day. St. Francis parishioners planned, 

prepared, cooked, and served Christmas lunch and dinner at the rescue mission, serving, in 

total at both meals, about 80 homeless people. Christmas carols and festive decorations 

completed the event which was a measurable success both for those serving as well as those 

served.  

 

b. The Christmas food box project was also a great success. 50 senior-citizen residents of 

Crossville public and subsidized housing were matched with 50 volunteers from St. Francis. 

The food boxes were decorated and packaged by parishioners and personally delivered to the 

residents. Many expressed their sincere gratitude. Likewise, several parishioners were grateful 

for the opportunity to bring joy to underserved individuals. 

c. The food collection schedule for donation to local food pantries will resume its normal 

schedule in January with the following exception: during the last week in February through the 

first week in April (Lent), the Knights of Columbus will hold their “40 Cans For Lent” and 

will store canned goods to be distributed by KoC. All other donations (non-canned goods) will 

be distributed to the food pantries as scheduled. 

January, April, July, October – SACS 

February, May, August, November – Peavine Care Center 

March, June, September, December – Crab Orchard Care Center 

 

Report of activity to be conducted in the future:   

a. Rollie Wicker joined the meeting to discuss dignity of life activities planned at our parish over 

the next several months. On January 17, the Knights of Columbus will host a morning of 

reflection and prayer. “Dignity of Life Day” will begin with Mass at 8:00am followed by the 

Rosary. Afterward, a light breakfast will be served and Paul Simoneau, Director of the Office 

of Justice and Peace for the Diocese of Knoxville will give three pro-life presentations, 

Sanctity of Life, Mystery of Human Suffering, and Medical and End-of-Life Decisions. 

b. Other Dignity of Life activities are planned for spring 2023: all activities and events will be 

advertised in the bulletin and website. 

1. Lunch and Learn featuring the movie Unplanned, to be scheduled in March (10th or 17th) 

2. 40 Cans for Lent, parking lot food drive, Saturday, March 25 

3. Public recitation of the Rosary at the Cumberland County Courthouse, Friday, May 12 

 

c. Discussion about Father Meaux’s visit in May and planned activities surrounding his visit was 

postponed until the February meeting. 



d. We postponed the golf shirt project until February so that Jack may get Father Michael’s 

approval first. It will be marketed as evangelization tool rather than a fundraiser. We chose a 

cardinal red shirt with white embroidery. The shirts will be pre-sold for $20 each. 

e. We discussed Social Action Ministry’s revenue stream and current budget. This needs to be 

reviewed. Jack directed that we get current balances from Monica each month and report on it 

at the next meeting. 

 

Date, time, and place for next committee meeting: 

We will meet again on February 2 in the parish office conference room immediately following 

morning Mass. 

 

Submitted by: 

Jack Smith 


