
Unborn Children are Threatened by Plans to 
Remove the Hyde Amendment

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We are committed as followers of Jesus to respect life, for the whole of life. That’s what it means to be 
pro-life. It means that, when seeking the common good, we help expectant mothers and their babies, 
support marriages and families and care for the elderly who have given so much to us. We reverence life 
and the dignity of each person from birth to a natural death.  

Obviously, the preeminent issue is protecting the unborn. It’s first because without life there are no other 
issues. We simply can’t seek to ensure the dignity of someone after they're born if their life was taken 
before birth. Protecting the life of the unborn must come first. 

President Biden’s announcement to remove the Hyde Amendment from his proposed budget needs to be 
opposed by all people of good will. Removing Hyde means that we, as a nation and as individual 
taxpayers, will be funding the death of unborn children through taxpayer-funded abortion. Hyde still has 
broad support from both Democrats and Republicans including a majority of the very people removal 
claims to serve, low-income women and women of color.   

I ask you to join me in contacting our Montana congressman and senators. They need to know that plans 
to remove the Hyde Amendment are unpopular and unacceptable. We must keep the Hyde Amendment 
and help ensure that the whole of life is not stolen from unborn children through taxpayer-funded 
abortion. 

In Christ I am, 

The Most Reverend Austin A. Vetter 
Bishop of Helena 

June 1, 2021
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Bipartisan Legacy

Whether led by Democrats or Republicans, Congress 
and the White House have supported the amendment 
since it first became law in 1976.

An important message from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Beginning in 1976, the Hyde amendment and 
similar measures have prevented the federal 
government from forcing pro-life Americans to 
support abortion with their tax dollars. Now the 
44-year-long bipartisan consensus on this issue 
is under attack.

Taxpayer dollars should NOT pay for abortion.

The majority of Americans agree with this – both 
Democrats and Republicans.

For 45 years, the Hyde amendment and similar 
laws have protected taxpayers from being 
forced to pay for elective abortion.

The Hyde amendment has been signed into law 
every year since 1976, whether the Congress 
and the White House were led by Republicans 
or Democrats.

The Hyde Amendment has saved nearly 2.5 
million babies and mothers in difficult 
circumstances from the tragedy of abortion.

An overwhelming majority of Americans, 
including low-income women and women of 
color who are most impacted by it, support the 
Hyde Amendment and laws that prevent 
government-funded abortion.

The Catholic Bishops of the United States urge 
Congress, in the strongest possible terms, to 
ensure that the Hyde Amendment and all similar 
life-saving appropriations riders remain in place 
during the 117th Congress and beyond.

Contact Congress Now 
Send a message to our Montana Congressman and Senators to  

keep the Hyde Amendment intact!

https://montanacc.org/take-action 
For decades, congress  has protected your money from paying for 
abortion. Now, some powerful officials are trying to change that.

2.4 Million Babies Saved

The Hyde Amendment and related laws have kept your 
tax dollars from paying for elective abortion. Over 2.4 
MILLION Americans are alive today because of the 
amendment [1].

Broad Public Support

Many opinion surveys show a strong majority against 
tax dollars paying for abortion [2]. This includes women 
and men across a range of income levels and racial 
diversity. It also includes people who are pro-life and 
those who are pro-choice.

BILLIONS in Abortion Funding

• Without the Hyde Amendment and related policies, 
billions of taxpayer dollars could be used to pay for 
abortions in the U.S. and overseas.

• Getting rid of the amendment would likely lead to 
many more lives lost through abortion [3].

• States’ health benefits would likely be held hostage. 
States would be forced to either include elective 
abortion in Medicaid or be kicked out of the federal 
Medicaid program.

S T O P  Y O U R  TA X E S  F R O M  PAY I N G  F O R  

ABORTION
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