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THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

THE NEW YEAR. 
 

I’m not sure if anyone actually does New Year’s res-
olutions anymore, but if you get the temptation, try 
something that matters. I guess it’s okay to work on 
being a better person in general or to want to lose 
weight or to be more active, but those seem like 
things that are values for our secular society.  Physi-
cal health and appearance are held up as the most 
important things in life.  But really, the most im-
portant things in Christianity (which could also be 
called the fullness of reality) go way beyond the ma-
terial stuff of our world. If you’re looking for a New 
Year’s resolution, have it focused on discipleship 
and your relationship with Christ. Commit to read-
ing the Bible more.  Shift your prayer from just say-
ing Our Fathers and Hail Marys to having real con-
versations with God.  Go to confession if you have-
n’t in a while.  Organize your finances around virtu-
ous priorities so that you can be generous with it 
and bless others as God has blessed you.  And if 
you can’t receive Communion for some reason, do 
everything in your power to remedy that situa-
tion. Christians – and if you’re Catholic, you are 
Christian – are called to leave behind this world and 
start living for the next.  Follow Jesus’ lead and re-
solve to live for Him. 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8,10-11, 12-13 (11) 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 REFLECTIONS 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” 

The Feast of the Epiphany, which 
we celebrate today, is such a beau-
tiful one.  Imagine the contrast of 
the poor, stark and meager begin-
nings of the Baby Jesus in a manger 
in a stable with the gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh brought to Him by the magi from 
the East.  Likewise, just when we think we have nothing, 
the Lord provides us what we need.  Many in our country 
are suffering from the Corona Virus, either directly by be-
ing infected by it, or by dire economic effects.  Then we 
begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel as vaccines 
against the virus are beginning to be available and as our 
government provides yet another stimulus bill to ease the 
economic pain somewhat.  Neither the vaccines nor the 
stimulus bill will solve all problems and end the pandemic, 
but our Lord is reminding us that He has not forgotten nor 
forsaken us.  Praise God. 

The magi also show us how everyone that accepts our Lord 

and Savior is changed.  Even though King Herod sent the 

magi to Bethlehem to go and find the Baby Jesus and then 

return to report Jesus’ location to him so that he could go 

“and do him homage”, the magi did not return to him.  

They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod so 

they returned to their country by a different route. They 

were changed in their spirits and souls when they met Je-

sus and did Him homage.  We too are changed when we 

open our hearts to our Lord and let Him work in us and 

through us.  Let us begin this New Year with open hearts 

and minds and allow Him to move us in the right direction.  

We will attain peace and joy if we accept His love and guid-

ance. Blessings and joy as we leave the pain and sorrow of 

2020 behind and start 2021 with lots of hope, faith and love. 

Let us remember that the greatest of these has been, is and 

always shall be LOVE. 

From Fr. Jacob Koether , Clergy & Staff. 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 For the week of  January 2—January 8, 2021 

Saturday               5:00 p.m. Consuelo Trevino 

Sunday                8:00 a.m.       For all Parishioners 

                10:00 a.m. Birthday-Minnie Solis 

  2:00 p.m.  Anastacio &                                                

    Genoveva Rios                            

S.T.  9:00 a.m. Maria De Jesus Gutierrez 

S.T.  11:00 a.m. Raul Jimenez 

Monday  6:00 p.m. No Mass 

Tuesday                 6:00 p.m. For all Parishioners                              

Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Robert & Guadalupe      
    Gallardo  

Thursday                6:00 p.m.              Birthday-Del Beltran 

Jueves (ST)  7:00 p.m.               Elaine Uresi                 

Friday   6:00 p.m. Jesús Sáchez 

May They Rest in Peace 

Please pray for the repose of the souls 

of  Marie Amador, Adan Barrientes, 

Pat Brown Sr., Serafin Montoya and 

Gloria Rivera. May they and the 

faithfully departed of OLS/ST rest in 

peace. We pray for their families, may 

they find comfort and peace in our 

heavenly Father. 

                                                                                                                     

In memory of   

Maria de Jesus 

 By: Mary Gonzales 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
 

The Collection: 
Why do we take up a collection at Mass?  Is it only 

to help the Church pay the bills?  The collection, and 
more broadly the offertory in general, is the time 

during Mass when we gather up our sacrifice to of-
fer to God.  Indeed, the overall goal, focus, and di-

rection of the Mass itself is God.  The purpose of the 
Mass is worship of and communion with the eternal 
and almighty Creator of the universe, who saves us 
from sin and shares with us His divine life.  When 
we put money in the basket at Mass (or set a recur-

ring amount in our online giving profile), we are 
expressing our reliance on God alone and offering 

back to Him a portion of His blessings to us.  So, the 
collection is first an act of sacrificial worship.  This 

sacred action of consecrating our finances to the 
Lord should then be used to achieve HIS mission, 
which is to make disciples and get people to heav-

en.  Does the collection help the Church pay the 
bills?  Is it like a regular fundraiser? Yeah, but it is so 
much more than that and should never be just about 

raising funds.  If the Church is only about getting 
more money and nothing else, we’ve failed.  The 
collection is our challenge to let go of the world’s 

idolization of money, to give ourselves to God, and 
to support His mission financially.   

 

How do you give in the collection?  

To schedule a mass intention or the Sanctuary     

Candle  for a loved one, anniversary or birth-

day, please call the office.                                     

We are scheduling Masses for 2021.  

The office is now taking Credit Card payments 

for any of your purchase needs, Hall/Church 

Rentals, candles, etc.…                                                            

 

 

New Year’s Eve and Day 

Our Lady of Sorrows: 

Thursday @ 6:00 P.M. 

Friday @ 6:00 P.M. 

Join us in bringing in the New Year with 

Jesus. The spiritual relationship we begin 

with, will be our spiritual foundation for 

the year. Blessings.  
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PARISH FINANCES 
 

Thank you for your many gifts, heavenly Father.  In the Name  

of Jesus, accept this offering, anoint it with your Spirit,                

and multiply it for your honor and glory. 

2020 Jamaica Donation Request 
Thank you for you’re your generosity! 

Since we weren’t able to have our Jamaica this year, we are   
asking  for donations and you are responding.  

We appreciate your support! 
 

Maria & Abierto Cervantes, Sofia & Vernal Jervis, Helen & Juan 
Balderez Jr,  Dan & Noemi Galvan, Mary Lou & Joe Rendon, Rosie 
Reyes, Teresa & Joe Delossantos, Carmelita  Guerra, Carolina & Car-
men Garza, Felice Guajardo, Janie M. Rubio, Robert & Yolanda Gon-
zalez, Lalo & Janie Hinojosa, Julio Reyes, Beatrice Castaneda, Blanca 
& David Valdez, Theresa & Wenceslao Gutierrez, Robert & Margaret 
Alvarez, Martha Bentley, Cricelia G. Uresti, Linda Longoria, Anony-
mous, Tali & Loretta Villafranca, Villafranca & Villafranca Law Firm,  
Dcn. Larry & Lynn Koether, Felix & Guadalupe Chacon, Juanita Lopez, 
Ester Hernandez, Genaro & Melba Cortez, Raul & Josie Alvarado, 
Judge Bea & Leandro Gonzalez, Oscar &  Rosa Ramirez, Mr. & Mrs. 
Emilio Flores, Catherine Espindola, Guadalupe Garcia, Lupe & Mary 
Reyes, Jesse Hernandez,   Oscar & Nancy Cisneros, Mr. & Mrs. Jessie 
Castillo, Anna & Richard Martinez, Rosalinda & Ramon Garcia, Mr. & 
Mrs. Rogelio Cortines, Amigo del Pueblo, Mary Jane & Roger 
Cortines,  Nilda Loya, Gordon & Diane Beatty, Richard & Darlene 
Aguilar, Evila P Olguin,  Ramon Garcia, South Texas Ventilation, Beca 
& Henry Guajardo, Joe & Janie Garcia, Natividad & Adela Alvarado, 
David Molina,  Guadalupe & Mary Alvarez, Lucy Balderaz, Roque & 
Emily Estrada,  Mr. & Mrs. George Gonzalez, +Benny  DeLaGarza, 
Richard & Frances Mendez, Naomi Odem, Gloria & Thomas Mejia, 
Carlos Martinez & family, Luz Maria Martinez, Debbie & Tim Michal-
ski 

 

Total collected:  $16,550.00 up to date. 
 

 

Monthly Parish Projects  

Weekend collections, office income, and your donations go to 

our monthly projects.  Below are a few (not all) of the pro-

jects we have to raise money for every month.  If you would 

like to support these projects, you may continue to give 

online or in the collection.  Or you may also support one of 

these projects directly as a sponsor.  Please call the office if 

you would like to be a sponsor and we will happily provide 

you with a letter for taxes. 

                  Project                                      Cost for December 
 
Mortgage for OLS Church Building:                   7,657.54 
OLS and ST Electricity (all buildings):  9,901.73 
OLS Property Insurance:    6,900.00 
Diocesan Services Appeal (DSA):   7,500.00 
Phone and Internet:    1,114.19 
 

Approximate Total To Raise Every Month 

$65,000. 

 

Amount Left to Raise for December 

$11,443.67 

OUR WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING ON  

December 20 & 27, 2020 

 

 OLS 

12/20             12/27 

ST 

12/20        12/27 

Parish Collections:   

1st Collection 4,980.00           4,558.29 1,254.25     1,139.00 

Debt—2nd Collection 1,968.00            1,342.00    300.00         106.00 

Candles (Church)      95.00                  95.00             0            23.00 

Online Tithes 1,454.00            1,312.00             0           10.00 

Online Giving (Debt 
Reduction) 

    190.00              215.00                0                 0 

Christmas Eve Masses                                951.00                          816.00 

Christmas Day                             2,899.00                                 0 

    SUBTOTALS 8,687.00          11,372.29 1,554.25     2,061.00 

Office Income   

Mass Intentions       20.00               145.00            0                0 

Sanctuary Lamp               0                 30.00            0                0 

Baptismal Certificate         5.00                         0            0                0 

Blessing               0                         0            0                0 

Rentals               0                         0            0                0 

Donations (Jamaica 
Letters) 

    700.00                         0            0                 0 

Donation     711.00           6,392.00            0                 0 

Christmas Donations     217.00                         0            0                 0 

Christmas Flowers       57.00               166.00            0                  0 

Fire Extinguisher     168.30                      0            0                  0 

      SUBTOTALS  1,978.30           6,733.00            0                  0 

Outgoing Collections   

DSA        711.00           714.06                            503.52       302.50 

Catholic Education                                  37.00                           13.00 

Retired Priest           27.00               0           0                 0 

Immaculate Concep-
tion 

        20.00                0           0                 0 

Our Lady of Guada-
lupe 

        10.00               20.00          0                  0 

Initial Offering          13.00                0          0                  0 

SUBTOTAL       781.00            771.06     503.52        315.50 

   GRAND TOTOALS  11,346.30      18,876.35  2,057.77    2,376.50 
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FAITH FORMATION 
 

 

ADULT FORMATION 

Catholicism 101—RCIA                        

Need Sacraments? Want to Learn? 

January 6th please join us for Mass at 6 p.m. at 
OLS followed by the Class at Trinity Hall.  All are 
invited to join us, especially those who would like 
to receive his/her sacraments or would like to 
become catholic. Come nurture your faith and 
grow your discipleship to Jesus Christ in His Ho-
ly Catholic Church. 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

 

Formación Cristiana — RICA 

  11 de Febrero en la Capilla de 
Santísima Trinidad, después de 
la Misa de las 7 p.m. Todos están 
invitados a unirse a nosotros, 
especialmente aquellos quen necesitan sus sacra-
mentos, les gustaría ser católicos o gustan cresar en 
su fe. Venga a nutrir su fe y crecer en su discipulado 
a Jesucristo en su Santa Iglesia Católica. 

CCD SCHEDULE 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the CCD Building                     
and Ending with Mass at 2 p.m. 

Children who do not come to Mass with parents 
or guardians will not be able to continue in the               

Faith Formation program 
 

Family Life Wednesdays 

Everyone is invited to spend some time in prayer on 
Wednesdays throughout the school year. This will be 

a great way to form the whole family in the faith.              
Remember, the family that prays together, stays          

together!  Mass at 6 p.m. and exposition of the Eu-
charist afterwards. Some nights have a target age 

but all are  welcome.    

Come join us! 

1st Wed—Family Life Rosary for all ages 
2nd Wed—High School Adoration for grades 6-12 

3rd Wed—Divine Mercy Chaplet for all ages 
4th Wed—Children’s Adoration for grades 1-5 

5th Wed—Family Life Rosary for all ages 

 

 

ONLINE AND AT HOME FAITH FORMATION 

HAY MUCHOS RECURSOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 

Great app supporting an authentic Catholic 
lifestyle. Watch, Learn and Share. Pulling to-
gether the best in Catholic movies, children’s 
programming, dramas and books. Our bible 
studies, sacramental prep materials, documen-
taries, books and audio talks from leading 
Catholic experts will help you grow in under-
standing your faith. Encountering and sharing 
the content has never been easier.    

                                

Go and seek.  https://formed.org 

2020 is behind us now and as we start the new year 
we would like to invite you to start a small group of 
faith formation in your own home with your own 
family with Series from “FORMED”. This is a great 
way to start the year and it is free to you as a parish-
ioner of OLS/ST. Enjoy the spiritual journey. 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

  Help us promote Prayer, we all will 
gain from it. For more information, 
please call Gloria Cano at (361) 920-

3127 or the Parish office at (361)575-
2293. 

Great way to unite in prayer and  
support our church. 

Donate of $10. or what your heart 
desires to give.  

 

UPDATING PARISHIONER RECORDS  

Please help us update your records.  We need current 

phone numbers, addresses and changes of members in 

your household to better serve your needs. Thank you for 

submitting your information to:                                  

jmrubio@ourladysorrows.org 

 

 

 

 

Church Cleaning Schedule  

January 3, 2020—  

PPC, Finance Council,  CCD 

January 10, 2021— 

Bereavement Ministry, Altar Society  

January 17, 2021— 

CDA & Ballet Folklorico 
 

If  you do not belong to a ministry, you do now. This 
is the only ministry compiled of all the ministries 
working together to clean our church home. We 

need your help and It feels great knowing you play 
a significant role in keeping God’s place clean. Your 

help is need and much appreciated. 

Thank you for helping to provide a clean and safe 
place for all to come worship as one community. 

 

Baptismal Classes: 

Date: Friday January 8th, 2021 

Time: 6:30 P.M.  

Place:  CCD Center, 406 S. Glass St. 

There will be a class in English and a class in Spanish. 
No children are allowed in the Baptismal Classes. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism will be held:  

Sunday, January 17th in Spanish  

Sunday, January 24th in English 

Both at 3:30 P.M. at OLS 

 

You will be receiving 
your  2021 envelopes in 
the mail. If you haven’t 
registered yet and 
would like to receive 
them please call or 
come by the office. If 
you prefer to donate online (Push Pay) or 
by Credit Card we will be happy to assist 
you. Thank you for your continual finan-
cial support to OLS/ST.  

 Prayer Team 

 

Deacon Richard Botello is 

forming a Prayer Team and 

would like to invite you to 

join. We always need prayers for our family, friends, 

community, ourselves etc.….. Prayers are even more 

powerful in numbers, please consider  joining this Prayer 

Team and strengthen your prayer life. For more infor-

mation,  

please contact Dcn. Richard at (512) 294-7212.      


