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Pastor’s Note
Nota del Parroco

Have you ever invited a young man to consider
the priesthood or a young woman to consider a
religious vocation? If you haven’t, give it a try
Hearing feedback like this from the Body of Christ
is an important part of discernment. You might get rejected and
hear a “no”, but that’s okay. Here are some things you can say to
young people: “I think you would make a great priest... Have you
thought about being a religious sister?... You have characteristics
that | would want to see in a priest...” Let Jesus use your voice and
leave the rest up to Him.

¢éAlguna vez ha invitado a un joven a considerar el sacerdocio oa
una joven a considerar una vocacion religiosa? Si no lo has hecho,
pruébalo Escuchar comentarios como este del Cuerpo de Cristo es
una parte importante del discernimiento. Es posible que te recha-
cen y escuches un "no", pero esta bien. Aqui hay algunas cosas
que puedes decir a los jovenes: “Creo que serias un gran sacer-
dote... ¢éHas pensado en ser una hermana religiosa?... Tienes carac-
teristicas que me gustaria ver en un sacerdote...” Deja que Jesus
use tu voz y déjale el resto a El.

Pray for Our Beloved Dead

Theresa Barrientos  Rafael Castillo Jr.
Teodoro Castillo Jr.

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual

light shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of

all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest
in peace. Amen.

Mass Intentions/Intenciones de Misa

Week/Semana of March April 29-May 5

Sabado 5:00 p.m. Jose Sanchez
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Our Lady of Sorrows Parishioners
10:00 a.m. Saturnina Rosas
2:00 p.m. Paul Guerra

Domingo-ST 9:00a.m. Fr. Alberto Rodriguez
Domingo-ST 11:00 a.m. Sociedad del Altar de la Capilla

Monday 6:00 p.m. Lupe/Lupita Hernandez/
Janet Rangel
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Guevara/Garcia Family
Caitlyn N. Reyna
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Henry Jr./Henry Sr./Little Joe/
Dolores/Joe Manuel/Carmen Cano
Thursday 6:00 p.m. Robert B. Lopez
Jueves-ST 7:00 p.m. Alfredo Hernandez
Friday 6:00 p.m. Michael Patrick Bramlette

Weekly Financial Report
Informe Financiero Semanal
FOR THE WEEK ENDING ON April 23, 2023

PARA LA SEMANA QUE TERMINA EN
23 abril 2023

COLLECTIONS .....covvreenneeen OLS..ooiieieeien ST ...
1st Collection ................. 5,652.25. s e 1,496.30
Debt Reduction .. ....ccccceeee. 77250 ..oiiiiiiiiieeeeeieiin, 327.00
Candles at Church .............. 127.00.c..cciiiiiieeeeeeeeeeees 0
Online Giving Tithes........ 1,463.00.....ccciieeiieeieeeeieeeeee 0
DSA/Maintenance ............. 200..00......cceeeieieceeeeens 25.00
OTAL.veeieieeeeeie, S8,214.75. e, $1,848.30
Monthly Budget $57,500
Amount Left to Raise to Meet Budget
$19,158.23

Father, thank you for your many gifts.
Please accept this offering, anoint it
with your Spirit, and multiply it for

your glory.

Sunday Readings
Lecturas Dominicales

Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 30, 2023
1l Domingo de Pascua, 30 abril 2023

Reading I: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Lectura de los Hechos de los Apdstoles 2:14a, 36-41

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b4, 5,6

Reading Il: 1 Pt 2:20b-25
Lectura de la primera carta del Pedro 2:20b-25

Gospel: Jn 10:1-10
Santo Evangelio seguiin San Juan 10:1-10



Lend your voice to Jesus

When | was a child, | thought | had my life figured out. | thought was going to get a regular job like everyone else. | thought
| was going to get married. But unexpectedly, | started thinking about the priesthood. My pastor was a joyful man who was
good and peaceful. He made the life of a priest seem like a viable option. Of course, | fought against the idea of me being a
priest, but the thought wouldn’t go away. As | began discerning priesthood more intentionally, there was something that
was very helpful for me to hear God’s voice so | could get clarity on my vocation—it was the voice of God through His Peo-
ple. Parishioners that saw me grow up, adult leaders in youth group, and even my own peers would let me know that they
thought | could be a priest one day. It wasn’t something | always wanted to hear, especially in the times when | was trying
to fight against this vocation. But it definitely was helpful in the times when | did want to listen to Jesus.

Have you ever thought about Jesus wanting to use your voice to encourage the men he has chosen to follow Him as
priests? Would you be willing to help young men in our parish see the gifts they have in themselves to be good priests? It
is often said that we need more priests, or perhaps that we are in a vocation crisis, but the truth is that God has already
called all the men we need. There are many that are just not re-
sponding to Him, possibly because they haven’t heard the voice of
God spoken through the Body of Christ, the Church.

How do | encourage a vocation to the priesthood? Here are a few
things you can start doing today:

First, Pray for young men from our parish to hear Jesus calling them
to be His priest in the Diocese of Victoria.

Second, Take it seriously. Don’t joke with a young man who might
be exhibiting signs of a priestly vocation, even if you are jokingly
encouraging him. Don’t embarrass him or call him out in front of
his friends if he isn’t ready to talk about a vocation.

Third, Speak well of the priesthood. If you are constantly complain-
ing about a priest or pointing out the negative things you notice in
priesthood, our young men will hear that and be discouraged.
Speak positively of the priesthood. Point out the heroism of some
of our priests, the sacrifice, the integrity and courage, the willing-
ness to lay their lives down for others. We don’t need weak men in
the priesthood.

Fourth, Point out Jesus’s activity. You can ask a young man if he’s
thought about priesthood, but something more effective would be
to just tell him— “I think Jesus has chosen you to be His priest.”

Fifth, Point out the man’s gifts. We don’t always see the things we can do or the gifts we might have. It’s really helpful to
hear that from another person. “You are kind, patient, and a good leader; your peers look up to you; you are prayerful and
seem to be devoted to the Eucharist; you have characteristics that | would like to see in a priest. You might be called.” Ac-
tually, a lot of the characteristics that would make a man a good father are the same ones that would make a man a good
priest.

Lend your voice to Jesus. Let Him use you to raise up new vocations to the priesthood.

-Fr. Jacob Koether, Pastor



Presta tu voz a Jesus

Cuando era nifio, pensaba que tenia mi vida resuelta. Pensé que iba a conseguir un trabajo regular como todos los demas. Pensé que
me iba a casar. Pero inesperadamente, comencé a pensar en el sacerdocio. Mi pastor era un hombre alegre, bueno y pacifico. Hizo que
la vida de sacerdote pareciera una opcion viable. Por supuesto, luché contra la idea de ser sacerdote, pero el pensamiento no de-
saparecia. A medida que comencé a discernir el sacerdocio de manera mas intencional, hubo algo que fue muy util para mi: escuchar la
voz de Dios para poder tener claridad sobre mi vocacidn: era la voz de Dios a través de Su Pueblo. Los feligreses que me vieron crecer,
los lideres adultos en el grupo de jovenes e incluso mis propios compafieros me hicieron saber que pensaban que algun dia podria ser
sacerdote. No fue algo que siempre quise escuchar, especialmente en los momentos en que estaba tratando de luchar contra esta
vocacion. Pero definitivamente fue Util en los momentos en que queria escuchar a Jesus.

¢Alguna vez has pensado en Jesus queriendo usar tu voz para alentar a los hombres que ha elegido a seguirlo como sacerdotes?
¢ Estaria dispuesto a ayudar a los jévenes de nuestra parroquia a ver los
dones que tienen en si mismos para ser buenos sacerdotes? Se suele decir
gue necesitamos mas sacerdotes, o quizds que estamos en una crisis
vocacional, pero la verdad es que Dios ya ha llamado a todos los hombres
que necesitamos. Hay muchos que simplemente no le estan respondiendo,
posiblemente porque no han escuchado la voz de Dios hablada a través del
Cuerpo de Cristo, la Iglesia.

¢Cémo animo una vocacién al sacerdocio? Aqui hay algunas cosas que
puede comenzar a hacer hoy:

Primero, Ore para que los jovenes de nuestra parroquia escuchen a
Jesus llamandolos a ser Su sacerdote en la Didcesis de Victoria.

Segundo, tdmatelo en serio. No bromees con un joven que podria
estar mostrando signos de vocacion sacerdotal, incluso si lo estas
animando en broma. No lo avergliences ni lo llames frente a sus
amigos si no esta listo para hablar sobre una vocacion.

Tercero, habla bien del sacerdocio. Si constantemente te quejas de
un sacerdote o seiialas las cosas negativas que notas en el sacerdo-
cio, nuestros jovenes escuchardn eso y se desanimaran. Habla posi-
tivamente del sacerdocio. Sefiale el heroismo de algunos de nues-
tros sacerdotes, el sacrificio, la integridad y el coraje, la disposicién
a dar la vida por los demds. No necesitamos hombres débiles en el
sacerdocio.

Cuarto, Sefiale la actividad de Jesus. Puede preguntarle a un joven si ha pensado en el sacerdocio, pero algo mas efectivo
seria simplemente decirle: “Creo que Jesus te ha elegido para ser Su sacerdote”.

Quinto, Sefale los dones del hombre. No siempre vemos las cosas que podemos hacer o los dones que podriamos tener.

Es realmente util escuchar eso de otra persona. “Eres amable, paciente y un buen lider; tus compafieros te admiran; eres
orante y pareces devoto de la Eucaristia; tienes caracteristicas que me gustaria ver en un sacerdote. Puede que te llamen.
En realidad, muchas de las caracteristicas que harian de un hombre un buen padre son las mismas que harian de un hom-
bre un buen sacerdote.

Presta tu voz a Jesus. Deja que El te use para suscitar nuevas vocaciones al sacerdocio.

-P. Jacob Koether, Parroco



Eucharistic Adoration

Primeros Jueves
6pm en ST

First Fridays
9am-6pm in the OLS chapel

Second Tuesdays
6:45-8:15pm in OLS main church

New Priestly Ordinations

Please pray for two of our diocesan semi-
narians who will be ordained priests next
month. Luke Prihoda (pictured left) will
serve at St. Rose of Lima in Schulenberg,
and Ryan Kapavik (pictured right) will
serve at Holy Family in Victoria as well as
the Chaplain to the Victoria Police Depart-
ment

Support our neighbors on the

northside of town!
Sunday
MAY ]
2023
704 Malette Drive | .-

Victoria, TX

Dine-In Plates Only
Serving 10:30Am-1:00PM

’’’’’’

Green Beans & Cole Slaw

LIVE AUCTION

Hamburger — s6 a plate
Starting at 12:30Pm

Perfect for the Kids!
RAFFLE

after the Auction

KoLy enmilY

Games - Great Family Fun - Something for Everyone!

Victoria Christian
Assistance Ministry (VCAM)

VCAM, located behind Our Lady of Lourdes, offers many services
to the needy in our area and they could use our help. Below is a
report of their services and some of the items they could use.

February Services
Total Households Served — 1093
Total Number in Households — 2937
Food Boxes — 888
Basic Needs - 3275
Home Delivery - 19
Financial Assistance — 53
# Homeless Served — 117
# Homeless Visits - 534

*15 time VCAM Clients Served — 61

VCAM is requesting donations-not only money, but also nonperish-
able food items, toiletries, and clothing.

If you choose to give, please take items directly to VCAM, located
at 108 N Liberty St, Victoria, TX 77901. Do not bring any items to
the parish church or office

www.olsvictoria.org/ ¢ (361) 575-2293



Parish Calendar-Calendario Parroquial
April 29-May 7, 2023

Saturday 29
4pm Confession/Confesién
5pm Misa en OLS

Sunday 30: Fourth Sunday of Easter;

6:30pm Rosary in OLS chapel
6:45pm Alpha Session 10—Does God
heal today?—in Trinity Hall

Thursday 4

Good Shepherd Sunday

Mass at OLS Misa at ST
8am, 10am, 2pm 9am, 11am
Confesién en ST 8:30am, 10:30am

Monday May 1

6pm Mass in OLS chapel

6pm CDA Meeting in Trinity Hall
7pm Baptism Session 1 in CCD Build-
ing/Clase de preparacién del bautis-
mo Sesion 1 en CCD Building

Tuesday 2

7:50am St. Joseph High School Mass
in OLS Main Church

3:30pm Bereavement Group in Trini-
ty Hall

6pm Mass in OLS chapel

6pm Tu, yo y Cristo retreat planning
meeting in Guadalupe Center
6:30pm Men’s Ministry in Trinity Hall

Wednesday 3
6pm Mass in OLS main church

6pm Mass in OLS chapel

6pm Adoracion del Santisimo en ST
6:30pm KC Meeting in Guadalupe
Center

7pm Misa en espaiol en ST

Friday 5
9am-5:50pm First Friday Adoration

in OLS chapel
6pm Mass in OLS chapel

Saturday 6
4pm Confession/Confesion
5pm Misa en OLS

Sunday 7: Fifth Sunday of Easter;
Second Collection—Retired and
Special Need Collection for Priests
of the Victoria Diocese

Mass at OLS Misa at ST
8am, 10am, 2pm 9am, 11am
Confesion en ST 8:30am, 10:30am




