
St. Rita Catholic Church

April 30, 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter

4401 Bayou Rapides Road 
Office Hours Monday - Thursday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Closed on Fridays

Alexandria, LA 71303

Church Office: 445-7120; FAX: 448-0704
Religious Education: 445-7141 ext 217  
St. Vincent de Paul: 473-0887
Sacristy: 448-9599 Code QR for 
EMERGENCIES: 445-7141 ext 4 OnLine Giving
Website: http://www.StRita.org Check our website for individual email addresses. St. Rita Website
Download our parish app by visiting myparish on your Smart Phone’s app store.

Dial Direct to Extensions: 445-7141

Rev. Anthony Dharmaraj, MSFS., Pastor (ext 212)
Rev. David Braquet, Sacramental Assistance
Deacon Kenny Sayes, Permanent Deacon
Mrs. Debbie Brown, Parish Manager (ext 214)
Ms. Etta Ohrt, Director of Finance & Personnel (ext 210)
Mrs. Courtney Brinkman, Director of Youth Religious Education (ext 217)
Miss Brittany Nugent, Director of Music Ministry 
Mr. Maxwell Moreau, Director of Buildings & Maintenance
Miss Kathryn Velotta, Director of Youth Ministries

BAPTISMS: 
Contact Debbie Brown, 445-7141 ext 214

MARRIAGE PREPARATION:
Contact Debbie Brown, 445-7141 ext 214
(6 months prior to desired wedding date)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Ask in the sacristy before or after any
Mass or contact Fr. Dharmaraj 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturdays, 3:30 - 3:55, or 15 minutes
before any Mass or by appointment.

CONFIRMATION for 11th GRADE
Friday, May 5 at 6:00 PM

FIRST COMMUNION for 2nd GRADE
Saturday May 6 at 5:30 PM Mass, reception in HFC after 1st communion

LIVE STREAMED Masses every week are 4:00
PM Saturday and at 8:00 AM on Wednesday. The
8:00 AM Wednesday Mass can also be heard on
Radio Maria at 580 AM.
Please join us on FaceBook or at www.strita.org.
You can also view all our Live Streamed Masses
anytime on our website, www.strita.org.

Saturday, April 29
4:00 -Mass for Alfred Bordelon, Sr., Joyce Bordelon, Rhonda

Bordelon, Kaleb Clark, Leon & Myrtis Daigre,  Freddie
Lavesphere, Richard Love, John Tyler Lyles, Mary
Margaret Matassa, Missy Metrejean, Wally Metrejean,
Mary Robichaux, Shirley Sayes

5:30 -Mass for Mary Difulco
Sunday, April 30
8:00 -Mass for John Tyler Lyles
9:30 -Mass for Ronnie Hair
11:00 -Mass for the people of St. Rita Parish
12:30 -Spanish Mass for the Spanish Community 

5:30 -Mass for Frank Crooks, Sr.
6:30 -High School Youth Group (HFC)
Monday, May 1
8:00 -Mass for Loretta Bohrer
6:00 -Acts Ladies Team Meeting (HFC)
Tuesday, May 2
8:00 -Mass for Michael Gerald Robichaux
10:00 -Mass at Lexington House for Pauline Crawford
6:30 -Choir Practice (Choir Room)
Wednesday, May 3
8:00 -Mass for Eric Spangler
6:00 -LAST Faith Formation/CCD, 6th, 7th & 8th Grade &

Confirmation (HFC)
Thursday, May 4
8:00 -Mass for Katie Nasello
6:30 -KC Council 1134 meeting (HFC)
Friday, May 5

8:00 -Mass for Ronnie Hair, Paul & Peggy Marcotte, Mary
Margaret Matassa, Sid Rud, Janice Smith, Francis Lee
Thiels, David Voelker

6:00 -Confirmation Mass for Gerald Leglue

http://www.strita.org.


Saturday, May 6
4:00 -Mass for Leon & Myrtis Daigre, Maynette Dobard,

Weston Charles Johnson, Jr., Gerald Leglue, Leah
Leonard, Richard Love, Mary Margaret Matassa, Barbara
Dobard Rigby, Gerald Robichaux, Mary Robichaux, Tina
Saucier, Raymond Villamarette, Intention of Trey&Lori
Decker & their family

5:30 -Mass for the Ardoin Family
-First Communion for 2nd Graders

Sunday, May 7
8:00 -Mass for Helen Marien Richardson
9:30 -Mass for Jimmy Snow
11:00 -Mass for the people of St. Rita Parish
12:30 -Spanish Mass for the Spanish Community 
5:30 -Mass for Marion Polk
6:30 -High School Youth Group (HFC)

ALTAR FLOWERS were provided in loving memory
of Jimmie Deselle, Cordie & Alice Lewis by Theresa
Deselle. If you are interested in donating fresh flowers
for the altar, call the church office at 445-7141 ext
214.

ALTAR SANCTUARY LAMPS were provided in
loving memory of Jimmie Deselle, Cordie & Alice
Lewis by Theresa Deselle. If you are interested in
having a loved one remembered by providing the
sanctuary lamps, call the church office at 445-7141
ext 214. Cost is $7.50 per candle.

BEREAVEMENT CANDLE this week is in memory
of Frank Candiloro. The Bereavement Blue candle is
located next to the Blessed Mother Statue.  Each week
the candle will be in memory of deceased parishioners
who have died in the previous weeks.

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Acts 6:1-7 Ps
33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 1 Pt 2:4-9 Jn 14:1-12 Catechism
2259-2283

OUR OFFERTORY GIFTS

Regular Collection

Sunday Gifts the week of April 23 $ 17,404.92

Online & EFT Gifts April 23 $   3,622.00  

Contributions for April 23 $ 21,026.92

BLDG/Maintenance Fund April $      575.00

BLDG/Main Online & EFT April  $      970.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

2023 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL:
St. Rita 2023 Goal: $89,743.00
Pledged to date: $90,726.00
Paid to date: $79,184.60
WE HAVE MET OUR GOAL! Thank you! -Fr. Raj

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND THE CONSOLATION OF THEIR
FAMILIES: Victor Beaudion, Laura Murchison

OUR SICK: Clifton Babineaux, Theresa Basco, Carolyn Branigan, Sandra
Deville, Regina Dunn, Mickie Faraldo, Bettie Gauthier, John Duplan, James
Gregory, Michael Rachal

RECOVERING, CONVALESCING OR ONGOING TREATMENT: Pierce
Babineaux, Michael Branigan,  Phillip Brouillette, Jean Brunson, Theresa
DeSelle,  Lillian Deville,  Bettie Jeansonne, Tiffany Johnson, James Ray
Lachney, Paul Medica, Charlotte Pearson,  Jonathan Rhea,  Donna Robinson,
Karen Schrock, Jean Serio, Chad Scroggs, Eutan Suire, Kara Franks Thomas,
Cyndee Whittington, Mary Winn

OUR SHUT- INS: Joan Andries, Sadie Blakesley, Lela Bordelon, Joseph
“Napp” Brouillette, Shirley Brouillette, Vergie Clay, Aline Cicardo, Elise Coco,
Donald Coco, Doris Constance, Bennye David,  Deborah Davidson Pat
Despino, Odean Deville, Juanita Dodd, Elizabeth Drake, Nathan Ducote,
Cecilia Dunn, Ebron Dunn, Emalae Dunn, Jennifer Dunn, Regina Dunn, John
Duplan, James Dupont, Grace Ellis, Brenda Evans, Mary Fontenot, Philip
Frank, Linda Gauthier, Celia Gilmore,  Irma Gonzaque, Elizabeth Holmes, Patti
Holmes, Barbara Johns, Leta Juneau, Audrey Jusselin, Gerald Lachney, Marvin
Lee, Deanna Lemoine, Josephine Marcotte, Zadie Marcotte, Patty Marian,
Helen Mathews, Mildred McCarthy, Nettie Medica, Gladys Morris, Constance
Nasello, Cleta Perry, June Peterson, Bettie Piazza, Rose Ponthieux, Anita Ray,
Nanette Redman, James Schoolcraft, Bobby Thevenote,  Susan Turner, Jenny
Valley, Virginia Verzwyvelt, Anna Villemarette, Willie Voorhies, Veronica
Walters, Betty Wilmore, Marilyn Ruth Wilson, Pamela Wilson, Anita Wooley,
Barbara Wynn

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY: CW02 Brad Canrak, Major Brian J.
Clayton, CW3 Ron Cole, Staff Sgt. Robert Crawford, Lance Cpl. Amy
Fogleman, Major Mike Frazier, 1st  Lt. Jackie E. Mathews, Sgt. 1st  Class Jeremy
McKnight, PO2 Nicholas Peralta, Sgt. Cole Pleche,  PFC Brandon Rashall,
Capt. Rachel Salpietra, Capt. Sean P. Turner, Capt. Timothy  C. Turner. If you
have members of your family who have been called to active military duty, or
are already on active duty, please call 445-7141 ext 214. or e-mail us at
dbrown@strita.org. Please keep all military and their families in your prayers.

ATTENTION ALL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
The Diocese of Alexandria is having a training
session on May 16, 6:00 PM at the St. Joseph Center
for those individuals who are Eucharistic Ministers. 
If you currently serve as a Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion in St. Rita parish, or you are
interested in becoming a Eucharistic Minister, I am
asking you to please attend this training session.
All Eucharistic Ministers at St. Rita need to be
commissioned to serve and attending this workshop
will commission you.
Please sign up for the session that best fits your
schedule at  the  Diocese websi te  at
www.diocesealex.org. 
If you have any questions, please email or call
D e a c o n  J a s o n  L a v e r g n e  a t
dcnjlavergne@diocesealex.org or 318-445-6424, ext.
207.  – Fr. Raj

5th SUNDAY ROSARY after the 9:30 AM Mass, led 
by KC Council #1134.  Everyone is invited to join us.

mailto:dbrown@strita.org.


CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL:
Catholics across the United States are invited to give
to the Catholic Home Missions Appeal of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). This
annual collection supports dioceses in the United
States and its territories where it is difficult to sustain
basic, essential ministries because of challenges posed
by geography, population, or economy. These basic
pastoral services include Mass, the sacraments,
religious education, and training for clergy and lay
people to minister to the local faithful. You may use
the envelope in your monthly packet or a pew
envelope clearly marked and drop in the collection
basket.  Please be generous!!

FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING on Monday, May
8 at 12:00 noon in the Moreau Room.

GRADUATING SENIORS MASS on Sunday, May
7 at 5:30 PM Mass. Please wear your cap and gown! 
Please email a picture of your senior to
cbrinkman@strita.org.

FAITH FORMATION - CCD Registration for the
2023-2024 School Year! Registration is now OPEN!! 
You can register on our website, www.strita.org for
grades PK thru 5th grade! Classes will start on
Wednesday, September 6, 2023.

FAITH FORMATION - 6th 7TH & 8TH GRADE
YOUTH:  Registration is now OPEN!! You can
register on our website, www.strita.org. Classes start
on Wednesday,  September 6, 2023. 

A T T E N T I O N  A L L  1 1 T H  G R A D E R S
CONFIRMATION 2024 Registration is due NOW!
Our confirmation program is a ONE year program for
students that are entering their JUNIOR year. Classes
will begin on September 6, 2023.  Classes include
BOTH Menard and public school students. Please
visit our website and register today! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held June 19-
23, 8:00 AM - 12:00.  Cost is free for registered
parishioners, $25 for all others.  You can go online at
www.strita.org and follow the “VBS Stellar” link to
register your child (PK- Gr. 6) or as a volunteer (Gr.
7 - Adult). For more information, contact Courtney
Brinkman at 445-7141 ext 217.

2023 WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: If you are
celebrating a 25, 40, 50, 60, 65 or 70th wedding
anniversary in 2023, and you are a parishioner of St.
Rita, we would like to honor you on Sunday, February
11, 2024 at the 11:00 Mass and present you with a

Papal Blessing in honor of your marriage from the
Holy Father, Pope Francis. If you would like to
participate, please call the Church Office at 445-7141
ext 214. We have to order the blessing early.
Deadline for calling is July 1, 2023.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the next Adult
Religious program, beginning on  Monday, August 7,
2023 for 5 weeks.  Watch the bulletin for more
details. –Jerry & Gwen Deville

CRAWFISH BOIL sponsored by Msgr Peigay
Assembly 328 4th Degree Knights of Columbus on
Saturday, April 29, 12:00 - 3:00 PM at the KC
Council 3200 Hall, 6656 Coliseum Blvd, across from
Walker Honda. $25 for 5 lbs Crawfish, Corn and
Potatoes. Eat in or take out available.

MALE EMPLOYEE NEEDED AT ST. VINCENT
de PAUL THRIFT STORE: SVD is looking to hire
a male employee who can lift boxes, unload
merchandise, sweep and mop floors, etc.....  This is a
part time position, 20 hours per week, Tuesday -
Friday, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  Great position for
someone who is retired.  For more information, call
Etta Ohrt at 445-7141 ext 210.

ENDOW STUDY GROUP for women of young
children, young mothers, wives and women
discerning marriage are invited as we learn about our
faith and grow in friendship.  We will meet weekly to
read and discuss John Paul II’s Letter to Women in
this 6 week study, beginning in May.  This is an all
inclusive study through Endow - no homework, and
children are welcome to attend while we meet.  The
group will be capped at 10 participants, so sign up
early! www.endowgroups.org.  Email Hope Beard at
hopemurchison@gmail.com for more information.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF CENTRAL
LOUISIANA “Hole Lotta Fun” Golf tournament on
Friday, May 19, 2023, at Tamahka Trails Golf
Course, Paragon Casino, Marksville, LA.  Lunch will
be served at 11:30 AM, registration at noon, and
shotgun start will be at 1:00 PM.  Golf tournament
will be a Foursome Team.  We will have several
s p e c i a l t y  c o n t e s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
tournament.  Sponsorships are available.  Please visit
the website www.cccenla.org and/or contact Kevin
S w i t z e r  @  3 1 8 - 3 0 5 - 8 0 5 5
or kgswitz@bellsouth.net and/or Heidi Wampler @
3 1 8 - 4 4 5 - 2 4 0 1  e x t .  5 1 0
or hwampler@cccenla.org. We look forward to
having a “hole lotta fun” at the tournament. 
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