
 

 

St. James at Sag Bridge Mission  
10600 S. Archer Avenue  |  Lemont, Illinois 60439-9344  |  (Ph) 630.257.7000  |  (Fx) 630.257.7912 

Email: stjames1833@att.net  |  Website: www.historicstjames.org 
Facebook: https://Facebook.com/Saint James At Sag Bridge 

STRESSED OUT!!!  Imagine how the Blessed Virgin Mary felt when she learned 
about the birth of Jesus.  She put her faith in God and accepted her situation.  We 
need to put our faith in her to help us with our problems. Pray the rosary and put 
your faith in her hands.   

President: Barbara 708.257.9129        Vice Pres. Linda 630.257.8252 
Secretary: Judi 630.243.9414              Treasurer: Chris 708.330.5216  

Mass Schedule 

WEEKENDS:  

Sundays: 8:15am, 10:00am and 11:45am 

WEEKDAYS:  

Mon 8:00am, Wed 7pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 8:00am.  

Tues & Thurs 8am-Simple adoration (or Mass, if a 
priest is available).  Check the home page on our web-
site for Tues/Thurs updates. 

ADORATION: 
Adoration on Wednesday 5-7pm. 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
Wednesday 6:00pm & Saturday 8:30am.  
Otherwise by appointment.   

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS: 

Contact the rectory office.  

SICK & HOMEBOUND PASTORAL CARE: 

Please notify rectory. 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  

Wed, Thu & Fri: 9:00am to 2:00pm. 

CLERGY: 
Rev. Waldemar Stawiarski, Pastor 
Fr. Tom Koys, M.A.,S.T.L., Rector 
Fr. Edward Gleeson, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon John Wilkinson (Retired) 
Deacon Doug Szarzynski 
SECRETARY & BUSINESS MGR:  Ann Noonan 

For the time being….While restrictions remain on the 

number of worshipers allowed inside our Church, we must 
ask that you register for Mass.  The link is on the home page 
of historicstjames.org. Registration for Church is reserved to 
parishioners, and all are asked to limit attendance inside 
Church to two Sunday Masses per month to share the  
opportunities.  Thanks for your understanding. 
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FROM THE DESK OF, FR. THOMAS KOYS, M.A.,S.T.L., RECTOR   

Did Archbishop Fulton Sheen prophesy about these times? 

In a talk 72 years ago, he said “We are at the end of Chris-

tendom.” “Why is it that so few realize the seriousness of 

our present crisis?  Partly because men do not want to be-

lieve their own times are wicked, partly because it involves 

too much self-accusation, and principally because they have 

no standards outside of themselves by which to measure 

their times… Only those who live by faith really know 

what is happening in the world. The great masses without 

faith are unconscious of the destructive processes going 

on.” 

Sheen wondered if we’re even aware of the signs of the 

times because “basic dogmas of the modern world [were] 

dissolving before our very eyes.” Replacing them were the 

assumptions man has (1) “no other function in life than to 

produce and acquire wealth,” (2) the idea man is naturally 

good and “has no need of a God to give Him rights, or a 

Redeemer to salvage him from guilt, because progress is 

automatic thanks to science-education and evolution, which 

will one day make man a kind of a god,” and (3) the idea 

reason isn’t for discovering “the meaning and goal of life, 

namely the salvation of the soul, but merely to devise new 

technical advances to make on this earth a city of man to 

displace the city of God.”  He described the anti-Christ, to 

say “his religion will be brotherhood without the fatherhood 

of God, he will deceive even the elect.”  

The farsighted Sheen reminded, “God will not allow un-

righteousness to become eternal.  Revolution, disintegra-

tion, chaos, must be reminders that our thinking has been 

wrong, our dreams have been unholy.  Moral truth is vindi-

cated by the ruin that follows when it has been repudiat-

ed.  The chaos of our times is the strongest negative argu-

ment that could ever be advanced for Christianity… Adver-

sity is the expression of God’s condemnation of evil, the 

registering of Divine Judgement... Catastrophe reveals that 

evil is self-defeating; we cannot turn from God without 

hurting ourselves.”  “With the family disintegrating with 

one divorce for every two marriages in 35 major cities in 

the United States, with five divorces for every six marriages 

in Los Angeles — there is no denying that something has 

snapped… Anyone who has had anything to do with God is 

hated today, whether his vocation was to announce His Di-

vine Son, Jesus Christ, as did the Jew, or to follow Him as 

the Christian.”  Yet Sheen is not fearful for the Church but 

for the world in speaking of the “emergence of the anti-

Christ against Christ.”  

Yet, with hope he tells us: “One of the surprises of heaven 

will be to see how many saints were made in the midst of 

chaos, and war and revolution.” He points out the great 

multitude standing before the throne of God and identified 

as “These are the ones who have survived the time of great 

distress; they have washed their robes and made them white 

in the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:14)  We’re to turn 

especially to Our Lady, “As Thou didst form the Word 

made flesh in Thy womb, form Him in our hearts.  Be in 

our midst as tongues of fire descend upon our cold hearts 

and if this be night, then come, O Lady of the Blue of 

Heaven, show us once again the Light of the World in the 

heart of a day.” And she will. As at Fatima she said, In the 

end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph.   

(adapted from Joseph Pronechen, National Catholic  

 Register)  

 

 

 CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 

MASS SCHEDULE:  

 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 

MASS SCHEDULE:  

Thursday, December 24: 

  Christmas Eve Masses 

7:00 pm & Midnight 

   

Friday, December 25: 

Christmas Day Masses 

8:15am, 10:00am and 11:45am 

 

Thursday December 31: 

New Year’s Eve Mass 

7:00 pm 

 

Friday, January 1: 

New Year’s Day Masses 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
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My dear precious Jesus, I did not mean to take your 

place, I only bring toys and things and you bring 

love and grace. 

People give me lists of wishes and hope that they 

came true; But you hear prayers of the heart and 

promise your will to do.              

Children try to be good and not to cry when I am 
coming to town;  But you love them unconditionally 
and that love will abound. 

I leave only a bag of toys and temporary joy for a 
season; But you leave a heart of love, full of purpose 
and reasons. 

I have a lot of believers and what one might call 
fame; But I never healed the blind or tried to help 
the lame. 

I have rosy cheeks and a voice full of laughter; But 
no nail—scarred hands or a promise of the hereaf-
ter. 

You may find several of me in town or at a mall; 
But there is only one omnipotent you, to answer a 
sinner’s call. 

And so, my dear precious Jesus, I kneel here to 
pray; To worship and adore you on this, your holy 
birthday. 

 

Pro-Life Action League 
Christmas Caroling  

Saturday, December 19 at 10 am 

Access Health Abortion Clinic 

1700 75th Street, Downers Grove, IL 

The Women’s Center is known for 
its Christmas party for their cur-
rent clients (women choosing life!) 
and their children - with Santa 
and gifts of food, clothes, and 
toys.  The pandemic is making the 
party a challenge this year, so in-
stead they have planned to provide 
gift cards ($25 value from Target, 
Amazon, Meier or Jewel).  Could 
you make an online donation to 
enable each child and expectant 
mother to receive food & gifts? To 
donate virtually please visit: 
gotwc.org/giving-tree-tags. 
Please make donations by Sunday, 
Dec 13.  Thanks for your consider-
ation and generosity.   

 

ST JAMES GIVING TREE 

 Reminder:  Drop-off deadline is Dec. 14.                  

Thank you for your generosity! 

2021 FLOWER SIGNUP CHART:  
 

Now available in the back of Church.      

There are two flower arrangements           

per date & each bouquet is $35.00.  

Donor for Bedroom Set    
In Great Condition                     

We have a donor who has downsized and would  
like to offer a St James parishioner a very solid, high 
quality bedroom set in very good condition.  If you 

feel you could use a bedroom set and might be  
interested, please call Ann at the rectory for  

more information. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Our  weekly Offertory collection from  
December 6, 2020 was $2,772.  Our  

Maintenance collection was $2,257.  Online  
giving (Give Central) for regular and  

maintenance collections totalled $2,950.  
 

OUR MANY THANKS TO OUR REGISTERED  
FAMILIES USING ONLINE GIVING,   

ENVELOPES & THE CASH-AND-CARRY FOLKS. 

 VOTIVE OFFERINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 12/13/2020   

 St. James Altar & Rosary Society 
 All the Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 For Marie Rzepa 
 Special Intention for Melanie Klimek 
 For the United States of America 
 For President Trump 

Our beautiful bouquets of flowers  
surrounding our altar were made available by:  

 
BOB & JOAN SWIGON FOR  

 
JOHN & HELEN NOWOCIN AND  

REV. EDWIN V. BOHULA, CAPT CHC USN-RET 



 

 

MONDAY, DEC. 14 

8:00 AM   Blessings & Thanksgiving-Raj Family                                                                                                    

                  Pearl Collura                                                                                                        

TUESDAY, DEC. 15 
8:00 AM   Karol & Algzia Bohinec 

                    Maria & Josef Bohine 

                 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
7:00 PM   Poor Souls in Purgatory 
                 Pearl Collura 
             
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
8:00 AM  Jahn & Antonet Gradiser 
                 Fredie & Irmgard Knitler 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 
6:00 PM   Pearl Collura 
                   
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 
8:00 AM  Barb& Leon John Pieprzyca 
                  Special intention for Maria 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

8:15 AM   Joseph& Mary Aiello 

                   Joseph & Mary Slowik 

10:00AM  Thomas Egan 

11:45AM  Pearl Collura 

                  Special intention for Maria            

Mass Intentions  

 

MASS 

 LECTORS 

DEC. 13 

LECTORS 

DEC. 20 

LECTORS 

DEC. 27 

8:15am  C. Stach- 

Pearman 

C. Slowik Dillenburg 

10:00am  J. DeRoche Beecher Lawler 

11:45am  S. Hagen R. Augustyn Fleckenstein 


