
 

 

St. James at Sag Bridge Mission  
10600 S. Archer Avenue  |  Lemont, Illinois 60439-9344  |  (Ph) 630.257.7000  |  (Fx) 630.257.7912 

Email: stjames1833@att.net  |  Website: www.historicstjames.org 
Facebook: https://Facebook.com/Saint James At Sag Bridge 

DEEPEST CONDOLENCES !!!  Our dear friend JoAnn Starha passed away this week.  The 
Ladies of the Altar and Rosary Society extend our heartfelt sympathy to her husband Jim and 
son David.  JoAnn is a past President and served many years.  Her contributions are too nu-
merous to mention.  JoAnn’s devotion to our Blessed Mother was an inspiration to us.  We 
will miss her smiling face, infectious laugh and many hats.  She will always have a place in 
our hearts and prayers. 

 President: Barbara 708.257.9129        Vice Pres. Linda 630.257.8252 
Secretary: Judi 630.243.9414              Treasurer: Chris 708.330.5216  

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 7, 2021 

Mass Schedule 

Weekends:  

Sundays: 8:15am, 10:00am and 11:45am 

Weekdays:  

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Sat 8:00am,  

Wed 7pm, Fri 6pm (7pm during Lent) 

Adoration: 
Adoration on Wednesday 5-7pm. 

Confession Schedule: 
Wednesday 6:00pm & Saturday 8:30am.  
Otherwise by appointment.   

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals: 

Contact the rectory office.  

Sick & Homebound Pastoral Care: 

Please notify rectory. 

Rectory Office Hours:  

Wed, Thu & Fri: 9:00am to 2:00pm. 

Clergy: 
Rev. Waldemar Stawiarski, Pastor 
Fr. Tom Koys, M.A.,S.T.L., Assoc. Pastor 
Fr. Edward Gleeson, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon John Wilkinson (Retired) 
 
Secretary & Business mgr:  Ann Noonan 

 

  John 2: 13-25 
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FROM THE DESK OF  Fr. Thomas Koys, M.A.,S.T.L., Assoc. Pastor  

COPS AND THE CATHOLIC FAITH                                                        

by Raymond de Souza, KHS, KM   

The news that the powers that be in Minneapolis have unanimous-
ly approved an increase in funding and numbers for the police force 
is worth noting. Previously, they had unanimously approved police 
reduction and defunding, in a clear example of how insane leftist 
politicians have become.  They oppose the police force, and when 
the population complains about the violence, the city council     
opportunistically re-approves funding for the police.                           

Today, it is politically correct to criticize institutions that do not 
tune with the orientation of the Left or play their games. Thus, the 
media has demonstrated a deep dislike towards security forces that 
fight violence and disorder.          

Violence Against Police                                                                            
In the United States, violence against the police has reached        
disquieting levels. According to statistics provided by the FBI,        
12 police officers were killed in premeditated ambushes last year, 
more than in the previous two years.  Most such   
attacks occur during traffic stops, car chases, searches or when 
police respond to calls and investigate suspicious activity.   Accord-
ing to the FBI, 50,212 police officers on duty were assaulted in 
2015; of these, 28% were injured. According to other sources, 
48,315 police officers were assaulted in 2014.  Since the beginning 
of 2016, 45 police officers have been shot dead, and 10 others have 
been run over by cars. 

Evidently, this climate of insecurity shakes the police. And it led    
the Bardstown police chief to say he wouldn't leave his gun even 
when he goes to the market or mows the lawn. When he takes a 
shower, he confessedly locks all the doors of his residence. 

From the moral perspective, how should the Catholic policeman 
act? There are many law enforcement officers who are Catholic, 
and they risk their lives to protect the communities where they live 
and work.  In this climate of tension and risk, the religiosity of the 
police officers has been of great help. It is well-known that a large 
number of Catholics in the United States have no human respect 
for expressing their Faith, like some famous sportsmen. The same 
can be said of police officers. 

Spiritual Weapons                                                                                          
That's why there are those who, in addition to the material weap-
ons, do not go on a mission without spiritual weapons. This is the 
case of Officer Sharif Said, a Catholic  from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
He always carries, attached to his uniform, a medal of St. Michael 
the Archangel, protector of the police officers. This medal has, on 
its obverse, the image of St. Jude Thaddeus, patron of hope and 
impossible affairs.                                                                                
Officer Sharif told the National Catholic Register that "his faith is 
the only thing that keeps him standing up to serve his community 
in the midst of danger." He must deal every day with cases of do-
mestic abuse, drugs and gangs, among other things. Therefore, he  

says that "much of what we do is corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, such as giving good advice to people with broken homes, 
consoling those affected by crime and even [taking part in] burying 
the dead." 

Captain Rhett Brotherton of the Oklahoma police, also a Catholic, 
points out that his agents need the spiritual support of the sacra-
ments and the ministry of the Catholic Church.  He explains that 
"police officers who practice their Faith and rely on the help of the 
Church" are generally more compassionate and live a better family 
life.  "Living their Faith gives them strength in the face of the temp-
tations of cynicism and nihilism that seep into their personal lives 
and relationships, which can drive them away from their children," 
Brotherton stresses. 

Brotherton speaks of his own experience, saying, "I have noticed 
that frequent confession and worship of the Blessed Sacrament are 
fundamental points for me, so I do not become contaminated with 
the evil in which I am often immersed, due to my profession. I defi-
nitely don't want to live in mortal sin."  One very important thing 
for him in police life is when the population recognizes the sacrifice 
law enforcement officers make, and above all, thank them for the 
risks they take. This constitutes for them "little rays of light in a 
dark world." 

Officers Need Support                                                                              
Of course, Catholic police officers receive support from their mili-
tary chaplains, which explains the fact that there is a growing de-
mand for chaplains in the police. In New York, for example, chap-
lains instituted a special program to help Catholic police officers 
experiencing difficulty. 

Former police officer Charlie Carroll, who worked for 10 years with 
the New York Police Department, says that in his career he has 
seen many crimes that are "hard to imagine." However, he al-
so found a lot of kindness. He sought to serve the homeless, inside 
or outside the bounds of his profession.  "I'm Catholic so I only 
treat them like Jesus would. That's what He has bequeathed to me 
through my career," Carroll said. 

Former police officer Mark Byington, a professor of criminology at 
Jefferson University in Hillsboro, who has two decades of active 
duty experience, says the Church needs a strong ministry for police 
families. They experience high rates of divorce and separation, and 
many suffer post-traumatic stress disorder from their work.  To 
combat this situation, he organized, in a Jesuit house, the first "St. 
Michael's Retreat" for police officers on the East and West Coasts. 
An important aspect of this retreat was to lead the police to prove 
that the Catholic faith helps them to fulfill their duty as public serv-
ants and to see in their work a way to live it.  Byington concludes, 
"Jesus is the shepherd. But we're not the sheep. We're 
the sheepdogs. We are called to protect their sheep." 

Have we known these aspects of police life? It is our duty of justice 
and charity to pray for police officers and to give them all the sup-
port we can. There is heroism in their profession. 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/minneapolis-spend-64m-recruit-police-officers-75875382#:~:text=The%20City%20Council%20voted%20unanimously,roughly%20200%20fewer%20than%20usual.
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/minneapolis-spend-64m-recruit-police-officers-75875382#:~:text=The%20City%20Council%20voted%20unanimously,roughly%20200%20fewer%20than%20usual.
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/when-the-police-are-prey-number-of-killers-hunting-cops-nationwide-has-risen/ar-AAjcU9K?li=BBnbfcL&ocid=UP97DHP
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/fbi-data-fewer-police-officers-were-killed-in-2015/article/2605010
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/fbi-data-fewer-police-officers-were-killed-in-2015/article/2605010
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/when-the-police-are-prey-number-of-killers-hunting-cops-nationwide-has-risen/ar-AAjcU9K?li=BBnbfcL&ocid=UP97DHP
http://www.religionenlibertad.com/capellanes-de-la-policia-en-estados-unidos-la-demanda-crece-la-45927.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Injured-Sheepdogs-541492213453369
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Catholic Professionals of Illinois 
Lenten retreat—Sat, March 20, 8-11am 

 
Virtual retreat with Fr. Bruce Wren, L.C. 

RSVP to catholicprofofil@gmail.com 
The retreat link will be provided upon receipt of 

your email RSVP.  Program is as follows: 
8-9am:  “Loving Your Neighbor by Transforming 

Your Workplace with God’s Love,”  
with Armando Del Bosque 

9:15-10am:  “Am I Spiritually Blind, Part I,” and 
10:15-11AM:  “Am I Spiritually Blind, Part II”  

with Fr. Bruce Wren, L.C.   

ADULT CATECHISM CLASS 

 
Michelle Rebello, who has been specially trained to  
lead this course, will again instruct an adult class on the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  The materials are 
from Fr. Hardon's Commentary.  Tuesday evenings (new 
night) 7-9pm in Sag Hall.  18 week course.   Go to  
historicstjames.org for more information and to sign up.  
This is an outstanding class.  Join us if you can!!  Here 
are just a few comments from those previously attending: 

• “Wonderful insight into the depth, truth, and beauty 
of the Catholic Church.” 

•  “I would highly recommend this class for anyone 
who wants to dive deeper into their faith.  Michelle is 
a wonderful teacher.  I appreciated her personal sto-
ries which helped us relate to many of the teachings.” 

• “This class has been the most exhilarating class,   
encouraging my faith and educating me beyond my 
imagination.  Michelle’s spirituality exuberates each 
week, leaving a thirst for a deeper relationship with 
Christ.  This class has been one of the best gifts I 
have ever received!”  

• I gained a deeper understanding of our faith and 
God’s love for us.  Very casual, open discussion.  I 
enjoyed the class so much that I’m taking it again.—
Amy Hansen 

Soup Potluck 
 A meatless, Lenten potluck      

dinner, followed by Stations & 
Mass in Sag Hall, will occur on 

March 19 – and the sign-up is full.  
If you are registered, don’t forget!  
If your plans change, be sure to let 

us know so someone else can       
participate. 

Friday Mass during Lent  
~ 7pm ~ 

We change our Mass time during Lent. Sign-up required. 
Stations of the Cross immediately following Mass 

 
 
 
 
The 40 Days for Life campaign continues.  We 
peacefully pray for the innocent babies, and for their 
moms and dads and the whole country to value life, 
especially in light of the new administration’s rever-
sal of prior progress. 
 
St James pray-ers gather for an hour each Fri, 
through Mar 26 at 3pm at:   
Access Health Center   
1700 75th St., Downers Grove 
And/or sign up for personal prayer at  
40daysforlife.com/downersgrove 

Sunday, March 21 
 

St Joseph’s Table/Birthday celebration in honor 
of Fr. Koys and Charlie, Sag Hall.  2 seatings, 

3pm and 4:30pm.  Dinner, desserts & entertainment.  
Free will donation.  Sign-up now available at  

historicstjames.org 

 
 

St. Cyril’s Lenten Mission 

Mon March 15  
at 6:00pm 

Sign up through  
their website 

Cenacle Rosary 
We typically gather for a Cenacle Rosary on the first  
Friday of each month after evening Mass. During Lent, 
the Stations take precedence, so we invite you to join a 
Cenacle every Friday morning at 9:30am.  Parishioner 
Kristine Coronado leads the group which meets in homes 
and on Zoom. Text Kristine for more info on how to pray 
with this group 630-418-1933 

Kingswood Academy 
133 Plainfield Rd, Darien, 630-887-1411 

NOW ENROLLING 
Montessori PreK 3 & 4 and 

Classically based Kindergarten - 8th Grade 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Our  weekly Offertory collection from  
February 28, 2021 was $3,737.  Our  

Maintenance collection was $135.  Online  
giving (Give Central) for regular and  

maintenance collections totalled $1,300. 
 

OUR MANY THANKS TO OUR REGISTERED  
FAMILIES USING ONLINE GIVING,   

ENVELOPES & THE CASH-AND-CARRY FOLKS. 

 VOTIVE OFFERINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 3/7/2021   

 St. James Altar & Rosary Society 
 All the Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 For the United States of America 
 Special Intention—Irena Pabin 
 Healing for Liam Anderson 
 In Honor of St Joseph 

Our beautiful bouquets of flowers  
surrounding our altar were made available by:  

 
Piotrowski Family—For Nathan 

Comer Family—Birthday Blessings for Anna  

Date Change:  
Timothy Gordon  

Author, teacher, and podcaster 
 
 

A family situation has caused    
rescheduling of our much-

anticipated Timothy Gordon 
presentation.  We are talking with 

him about a late May date.           
Will announce ASAP. 

 



 

 

Monday, March 8 
8:00 AM   Birthday Blessings - Matthew Slowik 
                 Healing-Julie Kriska 
                 Spiritual Growth for Joanna 
                   
Tuesday, March 9 
8:00 AM   Mary C. Carter 
                 In Thanksgiving to St Joseph for 
                 answered prayers     
 
Wednesday, March 10 
7:00 PM   Joe Lakner 
                  Raymond Hagen 
                  Spiritual Growth for Joanna 
 
Thursday, March 11 
8:00 AM  Health & Healing– Charles Randall 
                 Healing & well-being-Solis-Hinze Family  
                 
Friday, March 12 
7:00PM  Fr. Patrick Henry 

               David Negrete 
    Ruth Lawler 
 
Saturday, March 13 
8:00 AM  Spiritual Growth for Joanna 
                 In Thanksgiving to St Joseph for 
                 answered prayers    

 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, March 14 

8:15 AM   Erica & Mitchell Plys 
                 JoAnn Starha 
10:00AM  Thomas Zwinak 
11:45AM  Nowaczyk Family 

Mass Intentions  

 
Mass 

Lectors 
March 7 

Lectors 
March 14 

Lectors 
March 21 

Lectors 
March 28 

8:15am C. Slowik D. Henze C. Stach- 
Pearman 

Dillenburg/
Dolan 

10:00am J. DeRoche D. Gomez Lawler Beecher/
Beecher 

11:45am Fleckenstein S. Kelly R. Corrieri Augustyn/
Hagen 


