
TODAY’S READINGS: Sunday Missal pg. 394 

 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

We remember in our prayers Joe Pelland, Wanda Copple, Nancy 

Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & Margo, Rich 

Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, Helen Popp, 

Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 

Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast. 
 

We pray for healing and wholeness for DJ DiVincenzo and his family. 

 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
 

Help us update the parish contact list! 
 

Recently it has come to our attention that the email blasts and phone 

contacts have not been going through to their intended recipients. 

This has resulted in many people not getting the latest information 

about changes to church services. Whether you’re a member of our 

church or just a friend who attends occasionally, please update 

your contact information with the office (a phone number and email, if 

you have one) so that we may keep you up-to-date about any 

breaking news issues that come up, including any COVID contact 

tracing, should Father be informed of the necessity. 
 

Forms are available in the foyer if you did not receive one in last 

week’s bulletin. Updates may also be left on the parish phone (203-

377-9901) or email the office at sjosparishpncc@outlook.com. 
 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation! 
 

Where did your alms go? 
 

Please let the office know which charity was the recipient of your 

Lenten almsgiving box funds. A list of charities who benefitted from 

your generosity will be posted in a future bulletin. Thank you! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
 

 

Vigil Mass to be suspended 
 

For the months of May through August, the Saturday afternoon Vigil 

Mass will be suspended. 30 April will be the last Vigil Mass for the 

spring/summer.  
 

Hope to see you at the Sunday morning 9:30 am service instead! 
 

 

KURS Retreat 2022 
 

A week-long summer camp for youth, this year’s theme is “Trust in 

Jesus”. The retreat will take place from 2 – 9 July at the Bishop Hodur 

Retreat and Recreation Center in Waymart, PA. Cost is $350 for 

PNCC members and $400 for non-members. Applications will be e-

mailed out on 1 May. See the bulletin board for more details. Please 

contact the office if you are interested in receiving an application.  
 

 

Why is Orthodox Easter different from Easter? 
 

In 325 AD, the Council of Nicaea fixed the date of Easter as the first 

Sunday after the first full moon on or after the Vernal (Spring) Equinox 

in March. However, today our brothers and sisters of the Orthodox 

Church celebrate Easter while we celebrated last week. Why do they 

not celebrate Easter on the same date as we do? 
 

The answer lies in the calendar. Back when the church began, the 

world was following the Julian calendar (instituted by Julius Caesar in 

46 BC). This calendar is astronomically off from the solar calendar by 

11 minutes, which might not seem like a lot, but does cause the 

calendar to gradually lose sync with the seasons. 
 

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced a new calendar, the Gregorian, 

to the world. It is the one most of the world uses today and is more 

astronomically in line with the solar calendar and seasonal change. 

But the Eastern Orthodox churches still follow the Julian calendar, at 

least for setting the date for Easter.  
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Sign up for the Golden Jubilee Celebration! 
 

On Sunday, 12 June 2022, the parishes of Holy Trinity in Plantsville 

and St. Casimir in Wallingford invite you to share with them the 

Golden Jubilee Celebration for the Very Reverend Joseph Krusienski. 

Holy Mass will be celebrated at 4 pm at Holy Trinity PNC Church in 

Plantsville, followed by a banquet at the Aqua Turf Club. Details and a 

sign-up sheet are on the bulletin board. Tickets need to be paid for in 

advance as none will be sold at the door. Deadline for reservation is 

13 May 2022. 

 

Fundraisers continue 
 

There are several fundraisers running concurrently. Please support 

them as best you can. Updates on their progress will appear in future 

bulletins. Full details of these fundraisers were in the 13 March 

bulletin. 

Church Boiler Heart Fundraiser 

Athletic Shoes Fundraiser 

Bottle and Can Drive 

Spare Change Collection for the new Boiler 

 

 

COVID PRECAUTIONS CONTINUE 
 

Masks are mandatory if you are not vaccinated. They are highly 

recommended for all others while inside the St. Joseph facility.  

Please be mindful to maintain safe social distancing. 
 

If you are diagnosed with COVID or not fully vaccinated and have 

been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID do not 

enter the St. Joseph facility until cleared to do so.  If you have been 

inside the St. Joseph facility since exposure you need to call, not send 

an email, to Fr. Tom to let him know so that contact tracing can begin 

in a timely manner.  Fr. Tom can be reached at 860-417-9888.  If no 

answer please leave a detailed message.  You can send a text to this 

number as well.   

 
 

 

St. Joseph of Stratford 

National Catholic Church

 
April 24, 2022 –Second Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

“Peace be with you.” 

These words from today’s Gospel passage (John 

20:19-31) are the words the Lord spoke when 

greeting the apostles in that Upper Room on the 

evening of the day of his Resurrection. These 

words are repeated three times in the passage to 

signal their significance to the readers then, and to 

us today. 

One might think that Jesus was responding to the 
apostle’s agitation at seeing the Risen Lord in their 
midst.  A possibility.  Or one might think that Jesus 
was signaling to them that he was not there 
seeking retribution for abandoning him at the 
Cross.  Not likely.  The truth is Jesus was assuring 
them that a new age had begun.  An age of peace 
marked by the reconciliation of God and man.  
Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross overcame sin and 
offered humanity hope of eternal life.  Surely a 
reason for peace.  

  
Grace and peace,                      
Fr. Tom  
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Mass Times 
Mass celebrations are Saturday Vigil at 4:00pm & Sunday Morning at 10:00am 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 
(203) 377-9901 Church, (203) 923-2424 Rectory 

 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / pastor@saintjosephsofstratford.org 
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