
TODAY’S READINGS: Sunday Missal pg. 466 

 

TODAY’S MASS INTENTION: For the repose of the soul of 

†Cecelia Sportelli who was buried in our cemetery yesterday. May 
she rest in peace. 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Joe Pelland, Wanda Copple, Nancy 

Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & Margo, Rich 

Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, Helen Popp, 

Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 

Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia. 

 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Diocesan Youth Retreat 2022 

The Eastern Diocese will hold its annual Youth Retreat from 22 – 24 

August 2022. Because Camp Howe is still closed to gatherings, the 

retreat will take place at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River, 

Massachusetts. A health form must be submitted with the registration 

form for those whose parents will not be chaperoning. 

The theme this year is “Discipleship”. All sessions will be small, 

interactive hands-on groups based on age. Besides worship, prayer, 

and learning activities, there will be recreational activities (ice cream 

party, camp fire, trip to a local beach, and bowling!) and a community 

service project. 

The retreat is open to youth ages 8 – 17 and again this year they can 

bring a friend (even if the friend is not a PNCC member). The cost 

is just $75 per participant. Those coming from out of town will need to 

contact Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich to coordinate arrangements at the 

retreat hotel. Deadline for registration is 1 August 2022. After that 

date, a $50 late fee will be applied and a T-shirt will not be available. 

Please see the bulletin board or the office for further information and 

how to register. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 

Thursday, 30 June 2022 – Tailgating for Stratford Fireworks. Gates 

open at 6:00 p.m. Password is “pickles” 

22 – 24 August 2022 – Eastern Diocese Youth Retreat, Blessed 

Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

Saturday, 24 September 2022 – Installation Mass for Fr. Tom at 4:00 

p.m. Dinner to follow. 

Saturday, 29 October 2022 – Quarter Night. Save the date! 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 

The beautiful floral arrangements on the main altar are given in 

memory of Cecelia Sportelli by her daughter, Jeanne, and her 

granddaughter, Jessica. 

Heartfelt thanks 

The Ladies’ Society wishes to extend their heartfelt thanks to Julia, 

Meg, and Darlene for assisting with last Sunday’s Father’s Day coffee 

hour and to Susan Stankiewicz for the donation of a coffee pot. 

 

Stratford Fireworks 

The town of Stratford will hold its annual 4th of July fireworks display 

on 30 June (rain date – 5 July). Parishioners and their 

friends/family are invited to tailgate in the parking lot starting at 6:00 

p.m. that evening. The fireworks can be viewed from here or you can 

take a short walk to Short Beach to see them up close. The password 

is ”pickles.” 

 

Raffle Prizes for Quarter Night 

The Ladies’ Society will begin collecting items for raffle prizes for this 

event in August. If you wish to donate an item or two (or more!), each 

item must be in new condition and valued at no less than $5.  

Directions as to where to leave these items will be in a future bulletin. 
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Education & Youth Commission Raffle 

Help support the PNU college stipend program of the Education and 

Youth Commission by purchasing a raffle ticket or two (or more!) First 

prize: $250 cash; Second prize: $100 cash; Third prize: $50 cash. 

Drawing will take place on 7 December 2022. 

Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10 and available in the office. Make 

checks payable to “The Education & Youth Commission”. All proceeds 

benefit the funding of the college stipend program. 

 

COVID PRECAUTIONS CONTINUE 

Masks are mandatory if you are not vaccinated. They are highly 

recommended for all others while inside the St. Joseph facility.  

Please be mindful to maintain safe social distancing. 

If you are diagnosed with COVID or not fully vaccinated and have 

been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID do not 

enter the St. Joseph facility until cleared to do so.  If you have been 

inside the St. Joseph facility since exposure you need to call, not send 

an email, to Fr. Tom to let him know so that contact tracing can begin 

in a timely manner.  Fr. Tom can be reached at 860-417-9888.  If no 

answer, please leave a detailed message.  You can send a text to this 

number as well. 

 

“Unexpected kindness is the most 

powerful, least costly, and most 

underrated Agent of human 

change.” – Bob Kerrey 

St. Joseph of Stratford  
National Catholic Church 

 
June 26, 2022 –13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
“For you were called for freedom, brothers and 
sisters.  But do not use this freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one 
another through love.” 

 

This passage from today’s second reading 
(Galatians 5:1,13-18) juxtaposes two 
conditions in life, freedom and service.  But in 
truth freedom does not mean that we are free 
to do whatever we like.  Freedom means that 
we are free to choose between what is right 
and what is wrong.  Paul points us in the 
direction of what is right, to serve one another 
through love. 

  
Grace and peace,                      
Fr. Tom  

Mass Times 
Mass is celebrated Sunday morning at 9:30am.  The Saturday 4:00pm Vigil 

Mass is suspended May through August. 
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