
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Ps. 15:2-3,3-4,4-5  

 

R: One who does justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord.  
 

Whoever walks blamelessly and does justice;  

Who thinks the truth in his heart and slanders not with his 

tongue.  

 

R: One who does justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord.  
 

Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach 

against his neighbor; 

By whom the reprobate is despised, while he honors those 

who fear the Lord.  

 

R: One who does justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord.  
 

Who lends not his money at usury and accepts no bribe 

against this innocent. Whoever does these things shall 

never be disturbed.  

 

R: One who does justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord. 

Second Reading        I John 4: 7-9 

A Reading from the First Letter of St. John  

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 

have boldness on the day of judgment, because as He is, so 

are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 

because He first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and 

hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 

love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 

have from Him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also.  

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 
 

C. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C. This I command you: love one another. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

THE GOSPEL           Luke 10: 25-37 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  

C: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

R: Glory be to You, O Lord. 



Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 

him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 

yourself.” And He said to him, “You have given the right 

answer; do this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify 

himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat 

him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance 

a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, 

he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when 

he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and 

when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 

them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to 

an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two 

denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of 

him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more 

you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus 

said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

READINGS FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF 

BROTHERLY LOVE 

 

First Reading         Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah  

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make 

a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 

was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 

it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say 

to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  

This is the Word of the Lord 

R: Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

Coffee and Catechism returns! 

Starting on Sunday, 25 September, at 11:00 

a.m. after Mass, Father Tom will resume 

holding monthly Coffee and Catechism 

sessions. These sessions will be held on the 

last Sunday of the month covering some topic 

of our Catholic faith. 

The first topic will be “The Mystery of the 

Eucharist”, given by Father Tom. Future 

sessions may have guest speakers present a 

topic close to their heart.  

Yoga to return on Tuesdays 
 

 With the autumn weather and the start of a new 
school year, Laurie Trupp will hold another session 
of Christian Yoga on Tuesday afternoons in the 
church hall. The eight week session starts on 13 

September from noon to 1:15 p.m. and runs through 1 November. 
 

Further details, including cost and how to register, are posted on the 

bulletin board.  

Any gardeners or budding landscapers out there? 

We are looking to start a new ministry, 

Gardening and Grounds, at St. Joseph’s.  This 

would involve planting in the spring and fall, 

arranging pre-planted containers around the 

property, and setting up/maintaining limited 

seasonal decor at both the front entrance and 

the flagpole. Anyone interested can contact 

Jeanine at jeaninelmay@gmail.com or the 

main office at sjosparishpncc@outlook.com. 

Give and Take Corner 
 

The office has need of a phone with a Caller ID display. If you happen 
to have one you no longer need, we would gladly take it off your 
hands. 

Quarter Night – Now accepting 

donations  

There is an area set aside in the classrooms for 

collection of items to be raffled off for Quarter Night. 

Items need to be in new condition, with a value of 

no less than $5.00, but can range across the board. 

It doesn’t have to be anything fancy – who wouldn’t 

want the chance at a case of water (or for the little 

ones, a case of juice boxes) for a mere twenty-five 

cents? 

Donations have been slow to date, but hopefully that will pick up soon. 

The more items we have, the more fun everyone will have that 

evening “bidding” on them.  

Remember to log your name and donation in the notebook, so 

we can keep track of all the items collected. 

If you would like to help out with this event, please contact Nancy 

Sirois by email at nsirois55@gmail.com or leave a message with the 

office (203) 377-9901. 

 

PNU District 3 raffle  
 

District 3 of the Polish National Union of 
America (PNU) is holding a Thanksgiving 
Raffle to support the youth of the diocese. 
During the August 22-24 Retreat, they 
sponsored an Ice Cream Social, a pizza 
party, and a bowling trip for the participants. 
They were able to do this because of ticket 
sales from the two raffles they hold – their 
only source of income for this purpose. 
 

Tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00 and 7 for $10.00. One $50.00 and 
two $25.00 cash prizes will be awarded. The drawing will take place 
on Sunday, 20 November, at Holy Cross Parish in Central Falls, RI. A 
flyer with all the details has been posted on the bulletin board. 
 

Tickets for this, as well as for the Education and Youth Commission 
Raffle (drawing on 7 December 2022), are available in the office. 
 

mailto:jeaninelmay@gmail.com
mailto:sjosparishpncc@outlook.com


 
 

Volunteers needed for coffee hour 

The Church Committee and Ladies’ Society are looking for volunteers 

to run the weekly coffee hour. It does not need to be the same people 

each week. If interested, please sign up on the calendar on the 

bulletin board in the kitchen.  

Many thanks to those who have already signed up and have provided 

us with excellent refreshment these past Sundays! 

Altar Flowers 
 

Interested in donating altar flowers for a Sunday? 
Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for dates. Also, 
please let them know if the flowers are in 
memory or celebration of someone so the 
donation can be acknowledged. There are vases 
in the cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

Please note: no flowers can be on the altar during the time of 
ADVENT or LENT. This may affect when you decide to sponsor a 
memorial or celebratory Mass. 
 

Want to help with the Christmas Fair? 

On Saturday, 3 December, the parish board will be 

holding a Christmas Fair in the church hall. 

Volunteers are needed for a variety of jobs, both 

ahead of time and on the day of the fair. Anyone 

who wishes to help in the planning/execution of this 

fun event, please contact Yvonne Walsh at (860) 417-9748 or email 

her at ywalsh070@gmail.com.  

 

Youth Retreat Community Service Project 

Each year during Youth Retreat, the young people are tasked with 

completing a community service project. This year the onus was put 

on the participants to spearhead a project in their home community. 

Julia chose a project near to her heart– a prayer blanket ministry. 

Collections for purchase of fabric for this project are underway. Many 

thanks to those who have already contributed. The more fabric we are 

able to purchase, the more blankets the parish can make. 

With your donations, Julia will purchase fleece fabric for the blankets 

and prepare it for everyone to help assemble. Then, after Mass on 

Saturdays and Sundays in October, these blankets will be laid out for 

everyone to work on. These are simple blankets to make (all you have 

to do is flip ends in like a ponytail!), but they mean the world to 

someone who needs the comfort and healing prayers. 

When all the blankets are done, they will be 

blessed by Father Tom during Mass and prayed 

over by the parish community that those who 

receive them find the solace they seek. The 

blankets will then be given to the homeless 

and/or cancer patients and those suffering from 

sickle cell disease. 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. 

If you wish to contribute to this worthwhile 

project, there will be a donation box at the back 

of the church. 

Now that restrictions are easing and events 

happening, it is time for us to remember the less fortunate in our 

community and reach out to them in their need.  
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TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy 

DiLorenzo, Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom 

Zumbo, Martha Lesnick.  

Adult Bible Study to begin 

On Tuesday, 20 September, at 6:30 p.m., 

Father Tom will begin a 12-week Bible 

study for adults. This session’s study is 

titled, “The Bible and the Virgin Mary”, 

focusing on how the Catholic beliefs 

about Mary build on the Old Testament as 

well as the Gospels.   

More information is on the flyer on the 

bulletin board. The cost for the book and 

access to streaming content online is 

$24.95, payable to Father Tom.  

Call or email the office to sign up. There is no deadline for registration, 

but you probably don’t want to miss the first meetings! 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Sunday, 11 September 2022 – Meeting of Ladies Society after Mass 

in the classrooms 

Tuesday, 13 September 2022 – Christian Yoga with Laurie Trupp. 

Noon – 1:15 p.m. in the church hall. See bulletin board for details 

Sunday, 18 September 2022 – Meeting of the Parish Board at 8:00 

a.m. 

Tuesday, 20 September 2022 – Christian Yoga with Laurie Trupp. 

Noon – 1:15 p.m. in the church hall. 

Tuesday, 20 September 2022 – 12 week Adult Bible Study class 

begins. 6:30 p.m. in the classrooms. Topic – “The Bible & the Virgin 

Mary” 

Saturday, 24 September 2022 – Installation Mass for Fr. Tom at 4:00 

p.m. Buffet dinner at 6:00 p.m. Reservations closed. 

Sunday, 25 September 2022 – Coffee & Catechism at 11:00 a.m. 

Topic – “Mystery of the Eucharist”  

Tuesday, 27 September 2022 – Christian Yoga with Laurie Trupp. 

Noon – 1:15 p.m. in the church hall. 

Tuesday, 27 September 2022 –Adult Bible Study class. 6:30 p.m. in 

the classrooms.  

Saturday, 15 October 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †John 

Macionus at 10:30 a.m. 

*Saturday, 22 October 2022 – 125th Anniversary of the PNCC. 11:00 

a.m. Mass at St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA, followed by 1:00 

– 5:00 p.m. dinner. See the bulletin board for more details  

Saturday, 29 October 2022 – Quarter Night. Details to follow in a 

later bulletin. Currently accepting donation of raffle items.  

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. Details to follow in a 

later bulletin 

Saturday, 13 May 2023 – Confirmation of parish youth at 2:00 p.m. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
“And who is my neighbor?” 

These words from today’s Gospel passage (Luke 10:25-

37) hit home because we often consider our neighbor to 

be the one who lives next door to us at home.  The 

Parable of the Good Samaritan that Jesus tells in today’s 

passage seems to strike down that notion of who our 

neighbor is.  The priest and the Levite, residents of 

Jerusalem, the ones likely to be considered neighbors 

because they are local do not act very neighborly.  They 

pass by the beaten man on the other side of the street.  

The Samaritan, a traveler, not one of the locals is the 

only one who is moved with compassion for the beaten 

man and approaches him.  It would seem that being a 

neighbor is not a matter of where we live but who we 

approach, especially when we approach those in 

need.          

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

Mass Times 
Mass is celebrated Sunday morning at 9:30am.  The Saturday 4:00pm Vigil 

Mass is suspended May through August. 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
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