
Happy is everyone who fears the Lord,  
who walks in his ways.  
You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;  
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. 
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways. 
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;  
your children will be like olive shoots around your table. 
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways. 
 
Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.  
The Lord bless you from Zion.  
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem  
all the days of your life.  
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways. 

 

Second Reading                    Col 3: 12-21 

 

A Reading from Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians: 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 

patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one 

another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these 

put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the 

peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which 

you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you 

teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

 

Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the 

Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness 

toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for 

this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your 

children, so they may not become discouraged. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

C. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  Observe, my son, your father's bidding, and reject not 

your mother's teaching. 

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

 

THE GOSPEL               Luke 2:41-52 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  

C: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

R: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

 



Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of 

Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went up 

according to festival custom. After they had completed its 

days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained 

behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a 

day and looked for him among their relatives and 

acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to 

Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him 

in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him 

were astounded at his understanding and his answers. 

When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his 

mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? 

Your father and I have been looking for you with 

great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking 

for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house? But they did not understand what he said 

to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these 

things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 

and favor before God and man. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

READINGS FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF THE 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
 

First Reading                   Sirach 3:11-16 

A Reading from the book of Sirach  

A father’s glory is glory also for oneself; 
they multiply sin who demean their mother. 
My son, be steadfast in honoring your father; 
do not grieve him as long as he lives. 
Even if his mind fails, be considerate of him; 
do not revile him because you are in your prime. 
Kindness to a father will not be forgotten; 
it will serve as a sin offering—it will take lasting root. 
In time of trouble it will be recalled to your advantage, 
like warmth upon frost it will melt away your sins. 
Those who neglect their father are like blasphemers; 
those who provoke their mother are accursed by their 
Creator.  
  

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM            PS. 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5 

R:  Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways. 
 
 



 

Prayer Blanket Project Update 

 

It’s October!! 

Time to make the 

blankets! 

With your initial donations, Julia has 

purchased fleece fabric for the 

blankets and has prepared it for 

everyone to help assemble. Join us 

and lend a hand putting 

them together! These are simple 

blankets to make (all you have to do is 

flip ends in like a ponytail!), so anyone 

can participate.  

When all the blankets are done, they will be blessed by Father Tom 

during Mass and prayed over by the parish community that those who 

receive them find the solace they seek. The blankets will then be 

given to the homeless and/or cancer patients and those suffering from 

sickle cell disease. 

Of course, we’ll keep collecting donations toward a second batch of 

fabric. As Father has said, the need for these blankets is great and 

the supply not enough to meet that demand. 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 

box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  

Many thanks for those who have already given generously to support 

this cause! 

Let’s spruce up the church grounds! 

We are looking to start a new ministry, 

Gardening and Grounds, at St. Joseph’s.  This 

would involve planting in the spring and fall, 

arranging pre-planted containers around the 

property, and setting up/maintaining limited 

seasonal decor at both the front entrance and 

the flagpole. Anyone interested can contact 

Jeanine at jeaninelmay@gmail.com or the 

main office at sjosparishpncc@outlook.com. 

 

 
 

Volunteers needed for coffee hour 

The Church Committee and Ladies’ Society are looking for volunteers 

to run the weekly coffee hour. It does not need to be the same people 

each week. If interested, please sign up on the calendar on the 

bulletin board in front of the kitchen.  

Many thanks to those who have already signed up and have provided 

us with excellent refreshment these past Sundays! 

 

Give and Take Corner 
 

The office has need of a phone with a Caller ID display. If you happen 
to have one you no longer need, we would gladly take it off your 
hands. 
 

Anyone need a couple of adding machines? They’re like desktop 
calculators with a paper roll for a tally record. They come with 
additional paper rolls. Please see the office if you’re interested. 
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 Altar Flowers 
 

Interested in donating altar flowers for a 
Sunday? Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for 
dates. Also, please let them know if the 
flowers are in memory or celebration of 
someone so the donation can be 
acknowledged. There are vases in the 
cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

Please note: no flowers can be on the altar during the time of 
ADVENT or LENT. This may affect when you decide to sponsor a 
memorial or celebratory Mass. 
 
 

Want to help with the Christmas Fair? 

On Saturday, 3 December, the parish board will be 

holding a Christmas Fair in the church hall. 

Volunteers are needed for a variety of jobs, both 

ahead of time and on the day of the fair. 

Currently the board is looking for one or two 

people to run the kitchen. Anyone who 

wishes to step up for that important task, 

please contact Yvonne Walsh at (860) 417-

9748 or email her at ywalsh070@gmail.com.  

 

Lending Library Reopens 
 

Want something to read as nights become 
cooler and longer? Need a book to pass the 
time while you’re waiting at an appointment? 
 

Never fear, the lending library in the classrooms 
is back in operation. Stop by and peruse the 
shelves to see if something catches your eye. 
 

The library runs on a take one/leave one policy. Just take the book 
you want. When you’re done with it, you can bring it back. If you have 
books in good condition that you no longer want, bring them in and 
leave them for others to enjoy! 

 

Special Communication from Prime Bishop 

The Prime Bishop has sent an update on the two PNCC parishes in 
Florida affected by Hurricane Ian. The full text of his letter is posted on 
the bulletin board. Both parishes had minimal damage to their 
properties, but there has been a severe impact on the parishioners 
and people they serve and they are in need of help.  

Anyone wishing to donate to the relief efforts can do so directly (the 
addresses are in his letter) or be sent to the Prime Bishop’s office to 
be forwarded to these parishes. 

A collection basket is also at the rear of the church for this week, 
if you wish to donate that way instead. 

Our prayers are with all those affected by this tragedy. 

Important Synod Update for those attending 

In recent meetings of the Bishops of the P.N.C.C., all 

of the bishops have decided to convene the 

upcoming XXVI General Synod on the evening of 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. for the sole 

purpose for accepting nominations for Candidates for 

Bishop. This first session will meet at the hotel. 

So that the precious time of the Synod with all of the delegates 
engaged can be used to its fullest, the nominations of Candidates for 
Bishop will be done on Tuesday evening and following this the 
Nomination Commission will meet.  This will allow the General Synod 
to begin its full course of work on Wednesday morning when they 
gather. 

  
If there are any delegates who do not arrive until Wednesday morning, 
they will be sworn in as delegates before the session starts as has been 
customary. 
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Christian 
Family 
 
 
TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy 

DiLorenzo, Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom 

Zumbo, Martha Lesnick.  

For those new to our church 

(and even those who aren’t!) 
 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in the Mass booklet. 

Father will announce which page to turn to for the Canon at the 

appropriate time and where to pick up the service following the 

Canon. 

And please remember – there is NO eating or drinking inside the 

church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 

 

Did you take a floral arrangement last Saturday? 
 

If you did, could you please return the vase to the church when the 
flowers have died so it can be reused for future events? 
 
And if you took pictures at the Installation, could you forward a copy of 
them to the office at sjosparishpncc@outlook.com so we can make a 
souvenir album for Father? Many thanks in advance! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
 

Tuesday, 11 October 2022 – Adult Bible study. 6:30 p.m. in the 

classrooms. 

Saturday, 15 October 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †John 

Macionus at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday, 16 October 2022 – Parish Board meeting 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday, 16 October 2022 – Ladies’ Society meeting after Mass in 

the classrooms. 

Tuesday, 18 October 2022 – Adult Bible study. 6:30 p.m. in the 

classrooms. 

Saturday, 29 October 2022 – Quarter Night. Still accepting donation 

of raffle items. Doors open 5:30 p.m. Event begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 30 October 2022 – Coffee & Catechism at 11:00 a.m. in the 

classroom. Topic: “Mystery of the Eucharist.” Rescheduled from 

September.  

Saturday, 26 November 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †Clara 

Joanne Lesnick. Time TBD. 

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. Details to follow in a 

later bulletin 

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch. More details 

in a future bulletin 

 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin.  

 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
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Quarter Night – Two weeks from Saturday! 
 

Can you believe it’s almost here? On Saturday, 29 October, we will 

hold our first Quarter Night since the pandemic. Doors will open at 

5:30 p.m. and the event itself will start at 6:00 p.m. Admission is $3.00 

per person. Cake, coffee, and non-alcoholic drinks will be served at 

intermission, but feel free to bring your own snacks to munch on 

during the raffle. 

Reservations are required. No walk-ins at the door. Contact Nancy 

Sirois by email at nsirois55@gmail.com or leave a message with the 

office at (203) 377-9901 to hold places for all in your party. 

Donations are still open. Please consider picking up an item or two to 

supplement those already received. There is an area set aside in the 

classrooms for collection of donations. Items need to be in new 

condition with a value of no less than $5.00, but can range across the 

board. Remember to log your name and donation in the 

notebook, so we can keep track of all the items collected. 

 

Adult Bible Study continues 

Every Tuesday  at 6:30 p.m., Father Tom is 

holding a Bible study class for adults. This 

session’s study (already in progress) is 

titled, “The Bible and the Virgin Mary”, focusing 

on how the Catholic beliefs about Mary build on 

the Old Testament as well as the Gospels.   

More information is on the flyer on the bulletin 

board. Only nine weeks left of this session! 

Call or email the office to sign up. There is no deadline for registration, 

join at any time! The next meeting will be this Tuesday, 11 October 

at 6:30 p.m. 

St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
October 8-9, 2022 – Solemnity of the Christian Family 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
“And he said to them, “Why were you looking for 

me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 

In this verse from today’s Gospel passage (Luke 

2:41-52) Jesus speaks an important truth, that 

often in our search for God we are looking in all 

the wrong places.  Essentially, Jesus is telling 

his parents, Mary and Joseph, that if they 

understood who he is, the Son of God, they 

would have known where to find him, his 

Father’s house.  The same is true for us. If we 

are looking for God, we need to know who He is 

so we can recognize Him when we find Him.    

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

Mass Times 
Mass is celebrated Sunday morning at 9:30am.  The Saturday 4:00pm Vigil 

Mass is suspended May through August. 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 
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 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
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