
RESPONSORIAL PSALM     PS. 34: 2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 

R:  The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall be ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the LORD; 
the lowly will hear me and be glad. 
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 

The LORD confronts the evildoers, 
to destroy remembrance of them from the earth. 
When the just cry out, the LORD hears them, 
and from all their distress he rescues them. 
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; 
and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. 
The LORD redeems the lives of his servants; 
no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him. 
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
 

 
 

Second Reading          2 Tm 4: 6-8, 16-18 

 
A Reading from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy 

Beloved: 

I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time 

of my departure is at hand. I have competed well; I have 

finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on the 

crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just 

judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, 

but to all who have longed for his appearance. At my first 

defense no one appeared on my behalf, but everyone 

deserted me. May it not be held against them! But the Lord 

stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 

proclamation might be completed and all the Gentiles 

might hear it. And I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The 

Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will bring me 

safe to his heavenly kingdom.  
 

To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

C. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 

and entrusting to us the message of salvation. 

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

 

THE GOSPEL                 Luke 18: 9-14 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  
 

C: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

R: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

 



Jesus addressed this parable to those who were convinced 

of their own righteousness and despised everyone else. 

"Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a 

Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee 

took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, 'O 

God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity -- 

greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole 

income.'  

 

But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not 

even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and 

prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.' I tell you, the 

latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever 

exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted." 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE 30th SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading         Sir 35: 12-14, 16-18  

A Reading from the book of Sirach  

The LORD is a God of justice, 
 who knows no favorites. 
 Though not unduly partial toward the weak, 
 yet he hears the cry of the oppressed. 
 The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan, 
 nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint. 
 The one who serves God willingly is heard; 
 his petition reaches the heavens. 
 The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; 
 it does not rest till it reaches its goal, 
 nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds, 
 judges justly and affirms the right, 
 and the Lord will not delay. 
  

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God. 
  



Share your bounty this Thanksgiving 

So many people go without food, especially around 

the upcoming holidays of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. To combat this for Thanksgiving, we are 

doing a “Reverse Thanksgiving Calendar” – much 

like an Advent Calendar except that you put items in 

instead of take trinkets out of it. Flyers detailing 

suggested items for each day are located in the 

back of the church, so take one home with you and 

post it where you can see it. 

Starting this week with 27 October and continuing until 20 

November, collect the food item on the “calendar” and put it into a 

box or large grocery bag. (If you need a bag, one will be provided. 

See Yvonne to get one.) You can bring the week’s collected items to 

church when you come to Mass each weekend or you can wait until 

the 20th and bring everything in at once. 

(Don’t worry – someone is available to 

help you bring your donations in from the 

car if you need! Just ask!) 

The contents will be transferred to a 

basket and given to a local family in need 

of a meal this Thanksgiving. With your 

help more people will have a happy 

holiday (and full stomach) this year! 

 

Interested in serving 
on the Parish Board? 

 
It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish 
Board is responsible for guiding the 

parish along in its day-to-day operations, the upkeep of the church 
and its property, and spearheading events of fundraising and outreach 
to the community. Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board 
should speak to Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  

 

Prayer Blanket Project Update 
 

It’s October!! 

Time to make the blankets! 

 

Last week, despite the meetings going on in 

the classrooms, THREE MORE blankets 

were completed! That gives us a total of 

seven so far! Stop by the classrooms after 

Mass and work on this week’s blankets. 

When all the blankets are done, they will be 

blessed by Father Tom during Mass and 

prayed over by the parish community that 

those who receive them find the solace they 

seek. The blankets will then be given to the 

homeless and/or cancer patients and those 

suffering from sickle cell disease. 

Of course, we’ll keep collecting donations toward a second batch 

of fabric. As Father has said, the need for these blankets is great and 

the supply not enough to meet that demand. 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 

box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  

Many thanks for those who have already given generously to support 

this cause! 

 



Altar Flowers 
 

Interested in donating altar flowers for a 
Sunday? Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for 
dates. Also, please let them know if the 
flowers are in memory or celebration of 
someone so the donation can be 
acknowledged. There are vases in the 
cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

Please note: no flowers can be on the altar during the time of 
ADVENT or LENT. This may affect when you decide to sponsor a 
memorial or celebratory Mass. 
 
 

Want to help with the Christmas Fair? 

On Saturday, 3 December, the parish board will be 

holding a Christmas Fair in the church hall. 

Volunteers are needed for a variety of jobs, both 

ahead of time and on the day of the fair. 

Currently the board is looking for one or 

two people to run the kitchen. Anyone who 

wishes to step up for that important task, 

please contact Yvonne Walsh at (860) 417-9748 

or email her at ywalsh070@gmail.com.  

 

Lending Library Reopens 
 

Want something to read as nights become 
cooler and longer? Need a book to pass the 
time while you’re waiting at an appointment? 
 

Never fear, the lending library in the classrooms 
is back in operation. Stop by and peruse the 
shelves to see if something catches your eye. 
 

The library runs on a take one/leave one policy. Just take the book 
you want. When you’re done with it, you can bring it back. If you have 
books in good condition that you no longer want, bring them in and 
leave them for others to enjoy! 

Adult Bible Study resumes this week 

Every Tuesday  at 6:30 p.m., Father Tom is 

holding a Bible study class for adults. This 

session’s study (already in progress) is 

titled, “The Bible and the Virgin Mary”, focusing 

on how the Catholic beliefs about Mary build on 

the Old Testament as well as the Gospels. Only 

eight weeks left of this session! 

Call or email the office to sign up. There is no 

deadline for registration, join at any time! The next meeting will be 

Tuesday, 25 October at 6:30 p.m. 

Donor Leaves to be blessed today 
 

Six donor leaves will be blessed during Mass this Sunday morning 

and added to the tree in the foyer. The leaves are in memory of:  
 

† Frank Charabowski, Marianne Charabowski, & son George  
 

† John Kwiatkowski  
 

† Laura Patusky 
 

† Peter Patusky 
 

† William Petrino 
 

† Cecelia Sportelli 

 

We would like to express our deepest appreciation to those 

individuals and families who have chosen to honor their loved ones in 

this permanently visible way. Anyone who is interested in obtaining a 

leaf as a memorial or a celebration, please contact Dee Smith or the 

office. 

Give and Take Corner 

If anyone has a two-drawer filing cabinet in good condition they no 

longer need, please contact the office. We have someone interested 

in taking it off your hands. 
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TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  

 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy 

DiLorenzo, Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom 

Zumbo, Tom Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa.  

 

For those new to our church 

(and even those who aren’t!) 
 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in the Mass booklet. 

Father will announce which page to turn to for the Canon at the 

appropriate time and where to pick up the service following the 

Canon. 

And please remember – there is NO eating or drinking inside the 

church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 

 

 
Last week to donate to Hurricane Ian Relief 

This is the last week we will have a collection basket to accept 
donations for the two PNCC parishes in Florida whose parishioners 
were affected by the hurricane and its aftermath 

Anyone wishing to donate to the relief efforts after this week, can still 
do so directly (the addresses are in Prime Bishop’s letter on the 
bulletin board) or can send a donation to the Prime Bishop’s office to 
be forwarded to these parishes. 

Our prayers are with all those affected by this tragedy. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
 

Tuesday, 25 October 2022 – Adult Bible study. 6:30 p.m. in the 

classrooms. 

Saturday, 29 October 2022 – Quarter Night. Still accepting donation 

of raffle items. Doors open 5:30 p.m. Event begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 30 October 2022 – Coffee & Catechism at 11:00 a.m. in the 

classroom. Topic: “Mystery of the Eucharist.” Rescheduled from 

September.  

Tuesday, 1 November 2022 – All Saints Day Mass, 6:00 p.m. 

╬Sunday, 6 November 2022 – Memorial Mass for †Charles and 

†Susan Zapotoczny given by Joyce Bresh 

Saturday, 26 November 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †Clara 

Joanne Lesnick. Time TBD. 

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. Details to follow in a 

later bulletin 

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch. More details 

in a future bulletin 

 

All Saints Day – Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 1 November, for this 

solemnity.  

 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin.  

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
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Quarter Night –  THIS SATURDAY! 
 

Less than one week to go!  Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and the event 

itself will start at 6:00 p.m. Admission is $3.00 per person. Cake, 

coffee, and non-alcoholic drinks will be served at intermission, but feel 

free to bring your own snacks to munch on during the raffle. 

Reservations are required. No walk-ins at the door. Contact Nancy 

Sirois by email at nsirois55@gmail.com or leave a message with the 

office at (203) 377-9901 to hold places for all in your party. 

Donations will be accepted through the day of the event. Please 

consider picking up an item or two to supplement those already 

received. There is an area set aside in the classrooms for collection of 

donations. Items need to be in new condition with a value of no less 

than $5.00, but can range across the board. Remember to log your 

name and donation in the notebook, so we can keep track of all 

the items collected. 

 

St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
October 22-23, 2022 – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
O God, be merciful to me a sinner. 

This prayer of the tax collector in today’s Gospel 
passage (Luke 18:9-14) is the basis for the 
Jesus Prayer prayed by Orthodox Christians, 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.”  This prayer is prayed using beads 
similar to the Rosary.  The power of this prayer is 
three-fold.  When we pray this prayer, we align 
ourselves with Jesus as the Christ, the Anointed 
One of God.  We recognize Jesus’ Sovereignty 
in our lives as One of the three Persons of the 
Trinity, the Son of God.  And we acknowledge 
our own sinfulness and need for God’s 
forgiveness.  May you pray this prayer always. 

 
Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

Mass Times 
Mass is celebrated Sunday morning at 9:30am.  The Saturday 4:00pm Vigil 

Mass is suspended May through August. 
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