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TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  

 
SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS: For the repose of the soul of †John 
Kwiatkowski given by his family  
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Irene Smith, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy 

DiLorenzo, Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom 

Zumbo, Tom Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa.  

For those new to our church 

(and even those who aren’t!) 
 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in the Mass booklet. 

Father will announce which page to turn to for the Canon at the 

appropriate time and where to pick up the service following the 

Canon. 

And please remember – there is NO eating or drinking inside the 

church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Please Update Your Contact Information 
 

Please update your contact information. This ensures that the office 
can reach everyone to inform them of last-minute changes affecting 
church operations. If you have not already done so, please contact 
the office by phone or email with your current information so we have 
it for next time.  

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin. 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  

Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  

Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  

Dee Smith 

Financial 

Secretary                                  

Barbara 

Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

It will lead you to your giving testimony. 

This verse from today’s Gospel passage 
(Luke 21:5-19) is Jesus’ response to the 
disciples when asked about signs for the 
coming of the end.  Jesus speaks of 
ominous warnings, still in play today. The 
point being that those dark times are 
opportunities for the disciples, and us, to 
be lights shining in the darkness through 
our testimony, how we live the Gospel 
values.  Each one of us is a light that the 
darkness has not overcome. 

 
Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

mailto:sjosparishpncc@outlook.com
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Donor Leaf to be blessed this morning 
 

Due to the cancellation of Mass two 

Sundays ago, the blessing of the 

donor leaf for †John Kwiatkowski will 

take place during this Sunday 

morning’s Mass. The leaf and the five 

blessed last week will then be added 

to the tree in the foyer.  
 

We would like to express our deepest 

appreciation to those individuals and families who have chosen to 

honor their loved ones in this permanently visible way. Anyone who is 

interested in obtaining a leaf as a memorial or a celebration, please 

contact Dee Smith or the office. 

 

All Souls Remembrance during November 
 

All Souls’ Day, 2 November, was the Commemoration 

of All the Faithful Departed but we will continue to pray 

for their souls throughout the month of November. The 

cemetery is always open for those who wish to come 

and pray for the deceased. Benches are located by the 

flagpole for those who desire to sit in 

contemplation/prayer. 

 

Special prayers will be offered during each Mass in November for the 

names on the All Souls insert. 
 

Next week, following Mass, weather permitting, a brief prayer 

service of remembrance will be held by the flagpole and each 

deceased member on the list will be mentioned by name. (Rain 

location: main church) Please join us as we pray for the departed. 
 

Attention: Lectors 

On the 27th of November, the new Liturgical Year begins with the First 
Sunday of Advent. Please see the office about picking up the 2022-
2023 Lector Workbook so you have the readings for this new cycle 
(Year A). 

 Reverse Thanksgiving Calendar 

Finishes next Sunday! 

Our food collection for the reverse Thanksgiving 

calendar is winding down.  Next week is the 

deadline for bringing in your donations. The baskets 

will then be assembled and donated to Sterling 

House for those who need 

them. (Don’t worry – 

someone is available to help you bring your 

donations in from the car if you need! Just 

ask!) 

Let’s help local families in need of a meal 

this Thanksgiving have a happy holiday (and 

full stomach)! 

Holiday bulletin board 
 

To celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday as a faith 
community, the bulletin board outside the 
classrooms will be decorated with an autumn tree. 
Leaves of various colors are available in the foyer 
for you to write something for which you are 
thankful. A collection box is there to place the 
leaves in when you’re done. The leaves will be 
cut out and put on the tree. 
 

Please consider contributing one or more leaves for the display. You 
can sign it or not, as you wish. The more leaves, the fuller our Tree of 
Thanksgiving. 
 

For Stratford residents only 
 

The Stratford Fire Marshall’s Office and the Stratford Fire Department 
are offering FREE smoke alarms and home safety surveys to all 
Stratford residents. If you are hearing or sight impaired, they even 
have systems for you!  
 

To register for this FREE service, contact the Stratford Fire Marshall’s 
Office at 203-385-4073. Remember, properly working smoke alarms 
save lives! 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE 33rd SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading           Mal 3: 19 - 20a  

A Reading from the book of the Prophet Malachi  

Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the 

proud and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is 

coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root nor 

branch, says the LORD of hosts. But for you who fear my 

name, there will arise  the sun of justice with its healing 

rays. 

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      PS. 98: 5-6, 7-8, 9 

R:   The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and melodious song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
sing joyfully before the King, the LORD. 

R:   The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 

 

Let the sea and what fills it resound, 
the world and those who dwell in it; 
let the rivers clap their hands, 
the mountains shout with them for joy. 

R:   The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 

Before the LORD, for he comes, 
for he comes to rule the earth, 
he will rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with equity. 

R:   The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 
 
 

Second Reading               2 Thes 3: 7-12 

 
A Reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the 

Thessalonians 

Brothers and sisters: 
 

You know how one must imitate us. For we did not act in a 

disorderly way among you, nor did we eat food received 

free from anyone. On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, 

night and day we worked, so as not to burden any of you. 

Not that we do not have the right. Rather, we wanted to 

present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might 

imitate us. In fact, when we were with you, we instructed 

you that if anyone was unwilling to work, neither should 

that one eat. We hear that some are conducting themselves 

among you in a disorderly way, by not keeping busy but 

minding the business of others. Such people we instruct 



and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat 

their own food. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

C. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  Stand erect and raise your heads 

because your redemption is at hand. 

R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

 

THE GOSPEL               Luke 21: 5-19 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  
 

C: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

R: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

While some people were speaking about how the temple 

was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus 

said, "All that you see here-- the days will come when there 

will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be 

thrown down." 
 

Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? And 

what sign will there be when all these things are about to 

happen?" He answered, "See that you not be deceived, for 

many will come in my name, saying, 'I am he,' and 'The time 

has come.' Do not follow them! When you hear of wars and 

insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must 

happen first, but it will not immediately be the end." 

Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 

earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; 

and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the 

sky. 
 

"Before all this happens, however, they will seize and 

persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues 

and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and 

governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving 

testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense 

beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking 

that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or 

refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, 

relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to 

death. You will be hated by all because of my name, 

but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your 

perseverance you will secure your lives." 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Prayer Blanket Project Update 

The first batch of blankets is 

almost done! 
NINE blankets have been completed. Julia 

purchased some fabric complimentary to 

that donated by Nancy Anzalone’s sister 

Laura and is preparing a few more blankets 

for this first batch. Stop by after Mass to 

work on this week’s blankets! 
 

When all the blankets are done, they will be 

blessed by Father Tom during Mass and 

prayed over by the parish community that 

those who receive them find the solace they 

seek. The blankets will then be given to the 

homeless and/or cancer patients and those 

suffering from sickle cell disease. Infant-

sized blankets will go to patients in the NICU. 
 

Of course, we’ll keep collecting donations toward a second batch 

of fabric. As Father has said, the need for these blankets is great and 

the supply not enough to meet that demand. 
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 

box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  
 

Many thanks for those who have already given generously to support 

this cause and for all those who have worked on the blankets these 

last weeks! 

 

Altar Flowers – only two weeks to Advent 
 

Interested in donating altar flowers for a 
Sunday before the liturgical season changes? 
Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for dates. Also, 
please let them know if the flowers are in 
memory or celebration of someone so the 
donation can be acknowledged. There are 
vases in the cabinets in the right side altar 
room if you want to donate flowers for the side 
altars. 
 

Please note: no flowers can be on the altar during the time of 
ADVENT or LENT. This may affect when you decide to sponsor a 
memorial or celebratory Mass. 
 
 

Interested in serving 
on the Parish Board? 

 
It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish 
Board is responsible for guiding the 

parish along in its day-to-day operations, the upkeep of the church 
and its property, and spearheading events of fundraising and outreach 
to the community. Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board 
should speak to Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  
 
 

Adult Bible Study class halfway done! 

Every Tuesday  at 6:30 p.m., Father Tom is 

holding a Bible study class for adults. This 

session’s study (already in progress) is 

titled, “The Bible and the Virgin Mary”, focusing 

on how the Catholic beliefs about Mary build on 

the Old Testament as well as the Gospels. Only 

six weeks left of this session! 

Call or email the office to sign up. There is no 

deadline for registration, join at any time! The 

next meeting will be Tuesday, 15 November. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Tuesday, 15 November 2022 – Adult Bible study 6:30 p.m. in the 

classrooms. 

Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Parish Board meeting, after Mass 

Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Prayer service of remembrance for 

the departed souls after Mass at the flagpole 

Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Ladies’ Society meeting after Mass in 

the classrooms 

Saturday, 26 November 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †Clara 

Joanne Lesnick. Service is private, by request of the family. 

Sunday, 27 November 2022 – First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, 27 November 2022 – Coffee & Catechism 

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m. in the church hall 

╬Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Memorial Mass for †Thomas Marshall 

(uncle of Nancy Anzalone), given by wife Barbara 

Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Parish Budget & Election meeting after 

Mass in the church hall 

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch. More details 

in a future bulletin 

Coffee and Catechism rescheduled 
 

The Coffee and Catechism session that was originally scheduled to 

take place this morning has been rescheduled to Sunday, 27 

November. Future sessions will take place after Mass on the last 

Sunday of the month going forward. 
 

Give and Take Corner 
 

If anyone has a two-drawer filing cabinet in good condition they no 

longer need, please contact the office. We have someone interested 

in taking it off your hands.  

 

 

 

The Christmas Fair needs you! 
 

Now that Quarter Night is in the books, it 

is time to set our sights on our annual 

Christmas Fair – the first held since the 

pandemic shut everything down. Mark 

Saturday, 3 December, from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. on your calendars. Join us for 

the crafts and festivities and spread the 

word to your friends and neighbors, 

encouraging them to attend! 

The parish board is looking for donations 

of gift baskets (of approximately $75 in 

value) for the raffle table. Please contact 

Dee Smith if you have any questions on 

this or are able to contribute to these 

baskets in any way.  

Volunteers are still needed for a variety of jobs, both ahead of time 

and on the day of the fair. Currently the board is looking for one or 

two people to run the kitchen. Anyone who wishes to step up for 

that important task, please contact Yvonne.  Her email is 

ywalsh070@gmail.com. 
 

Help promote the Fair 
 

Flyers are available in the foyer for the Holiday Fair. Please take a few 

and post them around locally to help promote the event to the 

community. Your assistance in this is greatly appreciated and will 

bring many shoppers in to browse the Fair offerings. 
 

Colossal Kielbasa to offer Holiday Platters 
 

For the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 

Colossal Kielbasa is once again preparing platters for 

order. For those interested, flyers are available in the 

foyer. Deadline for ordering for holiday delivery is 

Saturday, 10 December 2022. 
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