
St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
November 19-20, 2022 – Solemnity of Christ the King 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 
Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 
Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 
Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 
Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 
Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa.  
 

For those new to our church 
(and even those who aren’t!) 

 
 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in the Mass booklet. 
Father will announce which page to turn to for the Canon at the 
appropriate time and where to pick up the service following the 
Canon. 
And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 
church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Please Update Your Contact Information 
 

Please update your contact information. This ensures that the office 
can reach everyone to inform them of last-minute changes affecting 
church operations. If you have not already done so, please contact 
the office by phone or email with your current information so we have 
it for next time.  

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 
in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 
bulletin. 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-
9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  
Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Dee Smith 

Financial 
Secretary                                  
Barbara 
Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 

This request of the repentant criminal to Jesus in 
today’s Gospel passage (Luke 23:35-43) conveys 
much about his faith. It conveys the repentant 
criminal’s understanding of life beyond death, 
Salvation.  Jesus was dying on the cross.  The 
repentant criminal understood that Jesus would live 
beyond the death of his physical body and so be 
able to save him.  It also conveys the repentant 
criminal’s understanding that Jesus has a 
Kingdom, therefore he must be a King.  And finally, 
it conveys his understanding that God’s mercy is 
boundless.  Nearing his dying breath, the criminal 
secured his Salvation from Christ the King.  It is 
never too late. 

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 



 

All Souls Remembrance during November 
 

All Souls’ Day, 2 November, was the Commemoration 
of All the Faithful Departed but we will continue to pray 
for their souls throughout the month of November. The 
cemetery is always open for those who wish to come 
and pray for the deceased. Benches are located by the 
flagpole for those who desire to sit in 
contemplation/prayer. 

 
Special prayers will be offered during each Mass in November for the 
names on the All Souls insert. 
 

Today, following Mass, weather permitting, a brief prayer service 
of remembrance will be held by the flagpole and each deceased 
member on the list will be mentioned by name. (Rain location: 
main church) Please join us as we pray for the departed. 
 

Attention: Lectors 
On the 27th of November, the new Liturgical Year begins with the First 
Sunday of Advent. Please see the office, if you haven’t already, about 
picking up the 2022-2023 Lector Workbook so you have the readings 
for this new cycle (Year A). 
 

General Parish Meeting in two weeks 
 
Please plan on staying after Mass on Sunday, 4 December, for a 
parish Budget and Election meeting. Remember, this is a 
democratic Church and it relies upon your participation to 
function properly. Attend the meeting and let your voice be heard on 
these two topics of importance to the parish community – the budget 
and the leadership positions. 
 

Holiday bulletin board 
 

To celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday as a faith 
community, the bulletin board outside the 
classrooms is decorated with an autumn tree. 
Leaves of various colors are available in the foyer 
for you to write something for which you are 
thankful. A collection box is there to place the 
leaves in when you’re done. The leaves will be 
cut out and put on the tree. 

 

Please consider contributing one or more leaves for the display. You 
can sign it or not, as you wish. The more leaves, the fuller our Tree of 
Thanksgiving. 
 

The Bible in a Year  

Are you thinking of a New Year’s resolution 
already? As we make plans to better 
ourselves, the area often lost or forgotten is 
our faith life. The best way to start the 
year off right is to make the commitment 
to encounter God’s Word every day. This 
coming year, beginning on 1 January, we 
have the opportunity to join Catholics in 
listening to The Bible in a Year podcast 
with Fr. Mike Schmitz. In 365 days, we will read through the entire 
Bible, with Fr. Mike acting as our guide and offering insight and prayer 
along the way. Maybe you’ve always wanted to read through the Bible 
and never knew where to start – this podcast is the solution. 

The Bible in a Year was the #1 Apple Podcast for two years in a row, 
reaching millions of people around the world and transforming their 
lives. Each daily episode is 20-25 minutes long, making it easy to 
listen to while going on a daily walk, drinking your morning coffee, or 
driving into work. For 365 days, we won’t just read the entire 
Bible…we’ll finally understand how all the pieces fit together to tell an 
amazing story that continues in our lives today! 

To begin this journey through the Bible, visit 
http:/AscensionPress.com/bibleinayear. The podcast is completely 
free and available on all major podcast apps and YouTube. 



 
 
 

READINGS FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF 
CHRIST THE KING 

 

 

 

First Reading                    2 Sm 5: 1-3  

A Reading from the second book of Samuel  

In those days, all the tribes of Israel came to David in 
Hebron and said: "Here we are, your bone and your flesh. 
In days past, when Saul was our king, it was you who led 
the Israelites out and brought them back. And the LORD 
said to you, 'You shall shepherd my people Israel and shall 
be commander of Israel.'" When all the elders of Israel 
came to David in Hebron, King David made an agreement 
with them there before the LORD, and they anointed him 
king of Israel. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                   PS.122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 
"We will go up to the house of the LORD." 
And now we have set foot 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Jerusalem, built as a city 
with compact unity. 
To it the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD. 
R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

According to the decree for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
In it are set up judgment seats, 
seats for the house of David. 
R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Reading                    Col 1: 12-20 
 
A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Colossians 

Brothers and sisters: 
 

Let us give thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to 
share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light. He 



delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For in him were created all things in heaven and 
on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers; all things were 
created through him and for him. He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent. 
 

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through 
him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the 
blood of his cross through him, whether those on earth or 
those in heaven. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
R: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

C. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come! 
R: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL               Luke 23: 35-43 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  
R: And also with you.  
 

C: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
R: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, "He saved others, let 
him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God." 
Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to 
offer him wine they called out, "If you are King of the Jews, 
save yourself." Above him there was an inscription that 
read, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 
Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, 
saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." 
The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, "Have you 
no fear of God, for you are subject to the same 
condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned 
justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 
crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal." Then he 
said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom." 
 

He replied to him, "Amen, I say to you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise." 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 
Prayer Blanket Project Update 

The first batch of blankets is 
ready to be blessed! 

TEN blankets have been completed, which 
was the goal for the first batch. An extra 
couple will be ready for this week to bring 
the total to an even dozen. Stop by after 
Mass to work on these last blankets! 
 

Father Tom will bless this batch of blankets 
next Sunday for the First Sunday of Advent. 
Please join us to pray over them, that those 
who receive the blankets will feel the power 
of God’s and our community's love and 
support. The blankets will then be given to 
the homeless and/or cancer patients and those suffering from sickle 
cell disease. Infant-sized blankets will go to patients in the NICU. 
 

Of course, we are still collecting donations toward a second 
batch of fabric. As Father has said, the need for these blankets is 
great and the supply not enough to meet that demand. As soon as a 
sufficient amount of fabric has been purchased, it will be prepared for 
your assistance in “tying” the ends. 
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 
box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  
 

Many thanks for those who have already given generously to support 
this cause and for all those who have worked on the blankets these 
last weeks!  

Altar Flowers – next week is Advent 
 

As of next Sunday, flowers are not allowed 
to adorn the altars until Christmas. Contact 
Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for dates after that if 
you wish to donate for a week . Also, please 
let them know if the flowers will be in memory 
or celebration of someone so the donation can 
be acknowledged. There are vases in the 
cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 
 

Interested in serving 
on the Parish Board? 

 
It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish 
Board is responsible for guiding the 

parish along in its day-to-day operations, the upkeep of the church 
and its property, and spearheading events of fundraising and outreach 
to the community. Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board 
should speak to Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  
 

For Stratford residents only 
 

The Stratford Fire Marshall’s Office and the Stratford Fire Department 
are offering FREE smoke alarms and home safety surveys to all 
Stratford residents. If you are hearing or sight impaired, they even 
have systems for you!  
 
To register for this FREE service, contact the Stratford Fire Marshall’s 
Office at 203-385-4073. Remember, properly working smoke alarms 
save lives! 

Colossal Kielbasa to offer Holiday Platters 
 

For the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 
Colossal Kielbasa is once again preparing platters for 
order. For those interested, flyers are available in the 
foyer. Deadline for ordering for holiday delivery is 
Saturday, 10 December 2022. 
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Parish Board meeting, after Mass 

Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Prayer service of remembrance for 
the departed souls after Mass at the flagpole 

Sunday, 20 November 2022 – Ladies’ Society meeting after Mass in 
the classrooms 

Tuesday, 22 November 2022 – Adult Bible study 6:30 p.m. in the 
classrooms. 

Saturday, 26 November 2022 – Funeral Mass and burial for †Clara 
Joanne Lesnick. Service is private, by request of the family. 

Sunday, 27 November 2022 – First Sunday of Advent, blessing of 
prayer blankets 

Sunday, 27 November 2022 – Coffee & Catechism 

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. in the church hall 

╬Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Memorial Mass for †Thomas Marshall 
(uncle of Nancy Anzalone), given by wife Barbara 

Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Parish Budget & Election meeting after 
Mass in the church hall 

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch. More details 
in a future bulletin 

Coffee and Catechism rescheduled 
 

The Coffee and Catechism session that was originally scheduled to 
take place this morning has been rescheduled to next Sunday, 27 
November. Future sessions will take place after Mass on the last 
Sunday of the month going forward. 
 

Give and Take Corner 
 

If anyone has a two-drawer filing cabinet in good condition they no 
longer need, please contact the office. We have someone interested 
in taking it off your hands.  
 
 

The Christmas Fair – a week from 
Saturday! 

 

Can you believe the Fair is a little over a 
week away? Mark Saturday, 3 December, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on your 
calendars. Join us for the crafts and 
festivities and spread the word to your 
friends and neighbors, encouraging them 
to attend! 

The parish board is looking for donations 
of gift baskets (of approximately $75 in 
value) for the raffle table. Please contact 
Dee Smith if you have any questions on 
this or are able to contribute to these 
baskets in any way.  

Volunteers are still needed for a variety of 
jobs, both ahead of time and on the day of the fair. Currently the 
board is looking for one or two people to run the kitchen. Anyone 
who wishes to step up for that important task, please contact Yvonne.  
Her email is ywalsh070@gmail.com. 
 

Flyers are available in the foyer for the Holiday Fair. Please take a few 
and post them around locally to help promote the event to the 
community. Your assistance in this is greatly appreciated and will 
bring many shoppers in to browse the Fair offerings. 

 

Special Thanks… 
To Rob Mongillo for donating the new desk phone in the office!  

 

 


