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TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 

Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 

Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa.  

 

For those new to our church 

(and even those who aren’t!) 
 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 

the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 

to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 

where to pick up the service following the Canon. 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 

church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin. 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 
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Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  

Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  

Dee Smith 

Financial 
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Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know 

on which day your Lord will come.” 

This is Jesus’ warning to his disciples in 
today’s Gospel passage, Matthew 24:37-44.  I 
imagine for many this warning brings to mind 
images of the end times, cataclysms 
associated with the end of the world.  I’m not 
refuting that but rather offering another 
perspective. This could be read as a personal 
warning to each of us.  We do not know on 
which day our Lord will come for us.  Advent 
and the practices of personal piety around this 
time of year are a wonderful way to prepare 
our hearts to receive the Lord anew in our 
hearts.    

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  
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http://www.saintjosephsofstratford.org/


General Parish Meeting next week 
 
Please plan on staying after Mass next week, Sunday, 4 December, 
for a parish Budget and Election meeting. Remember, this is a 
democratic Church and it relies upon your participation to 
function properly. Attend the meeting and let your voice be heard on 
these two topics of importance to the parish community – the budget 
and the leadership positions. 
 

All Souls Remembrance during November ending 
 

All Souls’ Day, 2 November, was the Commemoration 

of All the Faithful Departed but we will continue to pray 

for their souls throughout the month of November. The 

cemetery is always open for those who wish to come 

and pray for the deceased. Benches are located by the 

flagpole for those who desire to sit in 

contemplation/prayer. 

 

This is the last Sunday special prayers will be offered during each 

Mass for the names on the All Souls insert. 
 

Eastern Diocese Winter Youth Retreat coming up 
 

The Annual Winter Youth Retreat for the Eastern Diocese will take 
place on 27-28 December 2022 at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall 
River, MA. This is an overnight lock-in event – the kids and 
counselors are camped out in the church hall overnight on air 
mattresses – that starts at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday and ends 
Wednesday afternoon. It’s a fun way for youth of the diocese to 
meet/catch up with each other while learning more about their religion 
in lecture sessions, activities, and community service projects. 
 
Cost per person is $25. To register for this event, please contact Fr. 
Sr. Rob Nemkovich at robnem21@aol.com. See the bulletin board or 
the office for more information. 

 

 
Prayer Blanket Project Update 

The first batch of blankets 

will be blessed this morning! 

TWELVE blankets have been completed, 

which was two more than the goal for the first 

batch! Thanks to your generous donations and 

time after Mass helping “tie” the blankets, a 

dozen people will receive these warm 

reminders of God’s love and our prayers and 

support for them. 
 

Father Tom will bless this batch of blankets this 

morning for the First Sunday of Advent. The 

blankets will then be given to the homeless 

and/or cancer patients and those suffering from 

sickle cell disease. Infant-sized blankets will go 

to patients in the NICU. 
 

Of course, we are still collecting donations toward a second 

batch of fabric. As Father has said, the need for these blankets is 

great and the supply not enough to meet that demand. As soon as a 

sufficient amount of fabric for the next set of blankets has been 

purchased, it will be prepared for your assistance in “tying” the ends. 
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 

box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  
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READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
 

 

First Reading                            Is 2: 1-5  

A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. In days to come, the mountain of the LORD's 
house shall be established as the highest mountain and 
raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; 
many peoples shall come and say: "Come, let us climb the 
LORD's mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he 
may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths."  
 

For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, 
and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, 
nor shall they train for war again.  
 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM          PS.122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 
"We will go up to the house of the LORD." 
And now we have set foot 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Jerusalem, built as a city 
with compact unity. 
To it the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD. 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

According to the decree for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
In it are set up judgment seats, 
seats for the house of David. 

R:    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
May those who love you prosper! 
May peace be within your walls, 
prosperity in your buildings. 

R.    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Because of my brothers and friends 
I will say, "Peace be within you!" 
Because of the house of the LORD, our God, 
I will pray for your good. 

R.    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 



 
 
Second Reading                Rom 13: 11-14 

 
A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: 
 

You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake 

from sleep. For our salvation is nearer now than when we 

first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at hand. 

Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in the 

day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and 

lust, not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

C.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  Show us Lord, your love; 

and grant us your salvation. 

R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL                Mt 24: 37-44 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  
 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. 

Matthew. 

R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  
 

"As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 

the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 

the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until 

the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be also 

at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in 

the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two 

women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and 

one will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do not 

know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of this: if 

the master of the house had known the hour of night when 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not 

let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be 

prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man 

will come." 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 



The Bible in a Year  

Are you thinking of a New Year’s resolution 

already? As we make plans to better 

ourselves, the area often lost or forgotten 

is our faith life. The best way to start the 

year off right is to make the commitment to 

encounter God’s Word every day. This 

coming year, beginning on 1 January, we 

have the opportunity to join Catholics in 

listening to The Bible in a Year podcast 

with Fr. Mike Schmitz. In 365 days, we will read through the entire 

Bible, with Fr. Mike acting as our guide and offering insight and prayer 

along the way. Maybe you’ve always wanted to read through the Bible 

and never knew where to start – this podcast is the solution. 

The Bible in a Year was the #1 Apple Podcast for two years in a row, 

reaching millions of people around the world and transforming their 

lives. Each daily episode is 20-25 minutes long, making it easy to 

listen to while going on a daily walk, drinking your morning coffee, or 

driving into work. For 365 days, we won’t just read the entire 

Bible…we’ll finally understand how all the pieces fit together to tell an 

amazing story that continues in our lives today! 

To begin this journey through the Bible, visit 

http:/AscensionPress.com/bibleinayear. The podcast is completely 

free and available on all major podcast apps and YouTube. 

Quarter Night update 

Halloween weekend, Saturday the 29th of October saw witches, 

ghosts, goblins and a wooly gorilla gather with princesses, Mickey 

Mouse, pumpkins and jack-o-lanterns for Quarter Night. Friends of all 

ages joined in the opportunity to win one of the 130 prizes offered. 

Perhaps the best prize of all was the laughter and fellowship shared 

by the more than 80 revelers. 

Many thanks to those who donated the terrific gifts and to our own 

Yvonne Walsh, mistress of ceremonies extraordinaire, who kept the 

evening moving along with her witty dialogue!  

We hope next Quarter Night many more of you will be able to join in 

the fun and camaraderie! 

Altar Flowers – no more until Christmas 
 

As of today, flowers are not allowed to 
adorn the altars until Christmas. Contact Fr. 
Tom or Dee Smith for dates after that if you 
wish to donate for a week . Also, please let 
them know if the flowers will be in memory or 
celebration of someone so the donation can 
be acknowledged. There are vases in the 
cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

Interested in serving 
on the Parish Board? 

 

It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish 
Board is responsible for guiding the 
parish along in its day-to-day 

operations, the upkeep of the church and its property, and 
spearheading events of fundraising and outreach to the community. 
Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board should speak to 
Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  
 

YMS of R update 
 

In the past few years, the Men’s Society has served over 4000 meals 

to the homeless at the Lord’s Kitchen and raised $18,000 for the 

cause. Donations were also made to Blessed Sacrament, the 

Daughters of Charity, and many other community and church charity 

events. The YMS of R also participated in Sterling House’s Family 

Christmas, donating gifts to families in need so their children could 

wake up with a smile on Christmas morning. 
 

Special thanks to Joe & Rob Shandrowski, Joe Pelland, Paul 

Lonzenski, John Lewandowski, and Brian Putorak for their tireless 

work for the Society these last few years! 
 

Reverse Thanksgiving Calendar Update 
Thanks to your incredible generosity, food for more than 20 complete 

Thanksgiving dinners was collected along with $225 in grocery store 

gift cards! You have truly fed the hungry this holiday! 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Sunday, 27 November 2022 – Coffee & Catechism 

Tuesday, 29 November 2022 – Adult Bible study 6:30 p.m. in the 

classrooms. 

Saturday, 3 December 2022 – Christmas Fair. 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m. in the church hall 

╬Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Memorial Mass for †Thomas Marshall 

(uncle of Nancy Anzalone), given by wife Barbara 

Sunday, 4 December 2022 – Parish Budget & Election meeting after 

Mass in the church hall 

Tuesday-Wednesday, 27-28 December 2022 – Eastern Diocese 

Winter Youth Retreat, Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch. See article 

for further details 

 
Coffee and Catechism this morning 

 

The Coffee and Catechism session that was originally scheduled to 

take place last month will be held this morning. In the classrooms 

Future sessions will take place after Mass on the last Sunday of the 

month going forward. 
 

Colossal Kielbasa to offer Holiday Platters 
 

For the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 

Colossal Kielbasa is once again preparing platters for 

order. For those interested, flyers are available in the 

foyer. Deadline for ordering for holiday delivery is 

Saturday, 10 December 2022. 

 

The Christmas Fair – this Saturday! 
 

Less than a week until our Christmas Fair! 

Join us for the crafts and festivities! 

Spread the word to your friends and 

neighbors, encouraging them to attend! 

The parish board is looking for donations 

of gift baskets (of approximately $75 in 

value) for the raffle table. Baskets may be 

dropped off as late as the morning of the 

fair, but must have a list of the items 

included in the basket attached so that 

attendees know on what they are taking a 

chance. 

Volunteers are still needed for a variety of jobs. Anyone who wishes to 

donate of their time, please contact Yvonne.  Her email is 

ywalsh070@gmail.com. 
 

Flyers are still available in the foyer for this event. Please take a few 

and post them locally to help promote the Fair to the community. Your 

assistance in this is greatly appreciated and will draw many shoppers 

in to browse the Fair offerings. 
 

Feed hungry children this Christmas 
When the schools go on holiday break, those children who depend on 

the free meals provided during a school day for their daily sustinence 

lose their food source. To that end, in conjuction with Sterling House, 

for the next three weeks we will be collecting single-serve 

breakfast/lunch items to donate so these children will not go without. 

See the insert for details of what items we’ll be collecting. 
 

Holiday Potluck brunch 
 

Join us in the church hall after Mass 

on Sunday, 8 January 2023, for a 

Holiday Brunch. Bring your favorite 

breakfast or lunch dish to share 

with everyone. Coffee and orange 

juice will be provided.  
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