
St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
 December 3-4, 2022 – Second Sunday of Advent 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTION: For the repose of the soul of 
†Thomas Marshall (uncle of Nancy Anzalone), given by wife Barbara 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 
Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 
Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 
Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 
Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 
Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa.  
 

For those new to our church 
(and even those who aren’t!) 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 
the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 
to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 
where to pick up the service following the Canon. 

 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 
church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 
in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 
bulletin. 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  
Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Dee Smith 

Financial 
Secretary                                  
Barbara 
Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” 

This verse from today’s Gospel passage 
(Matthew 3:1-12) speaks of our need to 
prepare.  During this holiday season of family 
gatherings, meals together, and gift giving we 
understand the need to prepare, “making a list 
and checking it twice!”  But do we appreciate 
our need to prepare our hearts for the Lord?  
To make straight his path into our lives.  That 
is the greatest gift of mutual self-giving we can 
experience this Christmas.  We prepare our 
hearts for the Lord, and the Lord fills our lives 
with the gifts of his grace. 
      

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 



General Parish Meeting today 
 

Please plan on staying after Mass today for 
a parish Budget and Election meeting. 
Remember, this is a democratic Church 
and it relies upon your participation to 
function properly. Attend the meeting and 
let your voice be heard on these two topics 
of importance to the parish community – the 
budget and the leadership positions. 

 

Eastern Diocese Winter Youth Retreat coming up 
 

The Annual Winter Youth Retreat for the Eastern Diocese will take 
place on 27-28 December 2022 at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall 
River, MA. This is an overnight lock-in event – the kids and 
counselors are camped out in the church hall overnight on air 
mattresses – that starts at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday and ends 
Wednesday afternoon. It’s a fun way for youth of the diocese to 
meet/catch up with each other while learning more about their religion 
in lecture sessions, activities, and community service projects. 
 

Cost per person is $25. To register for this event, please contact Fr. 
Sr. Rob Nemkovich at robnem21@aol.com. See the bulletin board or 
the office for more information. 

 

 Feed hungry children this Christmas 
 

When the schools go on holiday break, those children who depend on 
the free meals provided during a school day for their daily sustinence 
lose their food source. To that end, in conjuction with Sterling House, 
for the next three weeks we will be collecting single-serve 
breakfast/lunch items to donate so these children will not go without. 
 

Last week’s insert has been posted on the bulletin board to indicate 
what items we are collecting. 
 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-
9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

We’d love to have you attend! 
 
Many of the programs scheduled to take place before the pandemic 
are ready to restart. Most dates and times have not yet been 
determined – that depends on you. If you are interested in any of 
these programs, please call or email the office to let us know and tell 
us what days/times are best for you to attend. 
 
A Hug From God – Prayer Shawls 
 Join us for an afternoon or evening of fellowship and 
refreshments as we make Prayer Shawls to be given to patients at 
Yale-New Haven Hospital. 
 
Adult Bible Study  
 On Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the classrooms, we 
enjoy a potluck supper before starting class. Leave with both your 
belly and mind filled! 
 
Sip & Paint 
 Come explore your creative side with friends as an artist 
guides you in the production of a masterpiece. 
 
Cooking with the Saints 
 For anyone interested in Food, Faith, Fellowship, & Fun, join 
your friends for an afternoon or evening discovering the “Divine 
connection between food and faith in God” as you help to prepare a 
meal. 
 
Rosary Stringing 
 Join us for an afternoon or evening of fellowship & 
refreshments as we string rosaries from kits to be given to patients at 
Yale-New Haven Hospital 



READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

First Reading                          Is 11: 1-10  
A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 
and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a 
spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of 
fear of the LORD, and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. 
Not by appearance shall he judge, 
nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with 
justice, and decide aright for the land's afflicted. 
 

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the 
band around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. 
Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the 
young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide 
them. 
 

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, together their young 
shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby shall play 
by the cobra's den, and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair. 
There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water 
covers the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a signal 
for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall 
be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  PS.72: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

R:    Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 
 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 
and with your justice, the king's son; 
he shall govern your people with justice 
and your afflicted ones with judgment.  
R:    Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 
 

Justice shall flower in his days, 
and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 
May he rule from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
R:    Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 
 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 
the lives of the poor he shall save. 
R:    Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 
 

May his name be blessed forever; 
as long as the sun his name shall remain. 
In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed; 
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. 
R.    Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 
 

Second Reading                Rom 15: 4-9 
 

A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 



Brothers and sisters: 
 

Whatever was written previously was written for our 
instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one 
another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, 
that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, 
for the glory of God. For I say that Christ became a minister of 
the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, to confirm the 
promises to the patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy.  
 

As it is written: Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles 
and sing praises to your name.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
R:  Thanks be to God. 
 

C.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

THE GOSPEL                    Mt 3: 1-12 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  
R: And also with you.  
 

 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Matthew. 
R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 
and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 
It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: 
A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of 
camel's hair and had a leather belt around his waist. His food 
was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, 
and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him 
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they 
acknowledged their sins. 
 

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as 
evidence of your repentance. And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, God 
can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now 
the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that 
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one 
who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire."  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



The Bible in a Year  

Are you thinking of a New Year’s resolution 
already? As we make plans to better 
ourselves, the area often lost or forgotten 
is our faith life. The best way to start the 
year off right is to make the commitment to 
encounter God’s Word every day. This 
coming year, beginning on 1 January, we 
have the opportunity to join Catholics in 
listening to The Bible in a Year podcast 
with Fr. Mike Schmitz. In 365 days, we will read through the entire 
Bible, with Fr. Mike acting as our guide and offering insight and prayer 
along the way. Maybe you’ve always wanted to read through the Bible 
and never knew where to start – this podcast is the solution. 

The Bible in a Year was the #1 Apple Podcast for two years in a row, 
reaching millions of people around the world and transforming their 
lives. Each daily episode is 20-25 minutes long, making it easy to 
listen to while going on a daily walk, drinking your morning coffee, or 
driving into work. For 365 days, we won’t just read the entire 
Bible…we’ll finally understand how all the pieces fit together to tell an 
amazing story that continues in our lives today! 

To begin this journey through the Bible, visit 
http:/AscensionPress.com/bibleinayear. The podcast is completely 
free and available on all major podcast apps and YouTube. 

 
 Altar Flowers – no more until Christmas 

 

For the duration of Advent, flowers are not 
allowed to adorn the altars until Christmas. 
Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith for dates after 
that if you wish to donate for a particular 
week. Also, please let them know if the 
flowers will be in memory or celebration of 
someone so the donation can be 
acknowledged. There are vases in the 
cabinets in the right side altar room if you 
want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

 

 Prayer Blanket Project Update 

Twelve blankets blessed last week! 
A dozen people will receive the comfort of the blankets YOU helped 
make! Father has indicated that the blankets blessed are bigger and 
softer than what the hospital usually has to give to patients. 
 

Of course, we are still 
collecting donations toward 
the next batch of fabric. As 
Father has said, the need for 
these blankets is great and the 
supply not enough to meet that 
demand. As soon as a 

sufficient amount of fabric for more blankets has been purchased, it 
will be prepared for your assistance after Mass on Sundays in “tying” 
the ends. 
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 
box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  
 

Interested in serving 
on the Parish Board? 

 

It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish 
Board is responsible for guiding the 
parish along in its day-to-day 

operations, the upkeep of the church and its property, and 
spearheading events of fundraising and outreach to the community. 
Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board should speak to 
Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Tuesday, 6 December 2022 – Adult Bible study 6:30 p.m. in the 
classrooms. 

Tuesday-Wednesday, 27-28 December 2022 – Eastern Diocese 
Winter Youth Retreat, Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

╬Sunday, 15 January 2022 – Memorial Mass for †S. Shah, given by 
Linda Chehy  

Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post Holiday potluck brunch.  

Sunday, 29 January 2023 – Coffee & Catechism. Topic: “The Last 
Four Things – Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.” 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, we will 
follow the regular Mass schedule for the weekend – 
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday and 9:30 a.m. 
Christmas Day Mass. 

 

Holiday Potluck brunch 
 

Join us in the church hall after Mass 
on Sunday, 8 January 2023, for a 
Holiday Brunch. Bring your favorite 
breakfast or lunch dish to share 
with everyone. Coffee and orange 
juice will be provided. 

 
 

Colossal Kielbasa to offer Holiday Platters 
 

For the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, Colossal Kielbasa is once again 
preparing platters for order. For those interested, 
flyers are available in the foyer. Deadline for 
ordering for holiday delivery is Saturday, 10 
December 2022. 
 
 

Look what we found! A blast from the past! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While preparing for the Christmas Fair, Yvonne and Meg noted that 
the paper cutter they were using to create decorations and flyers had 
an inscription on the bottom of it: Donated by Mr. Walter 
Shandrowski, Jan 13, 1979.  
 

An active, beloved, and longtime parishioner who died in 1997, Walter 
Shandrowski is none other than the father of our own Walt Shaw! Walt 
had no idea his father had donated this and was very touched to see 
that we continue to use the gift his father gave the church almost 
forty-four years ago. 
 

Coffee & Catechism 
 

Due to Christmas falling on the last Sunday of the 
month, the next Coffee & Catechism session will 
take place on Sunday, 29 January 2023, after 
Mass. The topic will be: “The Last Four Things – 
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.”  


