
St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
December 31, 2022 - January 1, 2023 – Solemnity of the 

Circumcision of the Lord 
 TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 
Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 
Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 
Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 
Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 
Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa, Jesse Matthews, 
Chip & Patrice Matthews.  
 
 
 

For those new to our church 
(and even those who aren’t!) 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 
the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 
to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 
where to pick up the service following the Canon. 

 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 
church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 
 
 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  
Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Dee Smith 

Financial 
Secretary                                  
Barbara 
Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
" The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known the 
message that had been told them about this child. 
All who heard it were amazed by what had been 
told them by the shepherds.” 

A thought comes to mind when reading this verse 
from today’s Gospel passage (Lk 2: 16-21).  That 
God announced his presence in the world through 
the shepherds, those who were marginalized in 
that society.  Not the religious leaders, not the 
wealthy, not the powerful, as one might expect.  
With this in mind, we may wish to reconsider who is 
making known to us God’s presence in our lives.  
Chances are it is the person we least expect. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  
 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 



Holiday Potluck Brunch – Next 
Week! 

 
 

Join us after Mass next 
Sunday for a Holiday Potluck 
Brunch in the church hall! 
And bring a friend or two with 
you! 
 

If you have not signed up to 
bring a dish, there is a sheet 
in the foyer where you can 
indicate what food you would 
like to bring to the 
celebration and see what others have pledged. We’d like to have a 
good balance of foods for everyone to enjoy. Coffee and juice will be 
provided. See you there! 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU! 
To all those who donated food for the Sterling House 

children! 
 

TEN bags and two small boxes of food were delivered to Sterling 
House to make into care packages for the children to enjoy over this 
winter break. Because of your kindness and generosity, they did not 
have to worry about finding something nutritious to eat this week. The 
picture below is just a sample of what you donated. Thank you! 
 
 

 

Evangelism. A word we hear often but tend to associate with 
foreign missionaries and television preachers. Rarely do we consider 
ourselves in the category of evangelists.  
 

But we are, each and every one of us. Every time you talk to friends, 
acquaintances or strangers about God and the Church, you are an 
evangelist.  
 

And it’s time to spread the word about what the National Catholic 
Church is! Two weeks ago, Father passed out wallet-sized cards with 
a small synopsis of what it means to be a National Catholic Church. 
Pass those cards out to friends, neighbors, strangers, or anyone 
dissatisfied with their current path to God. More are available in the 
foyer if you need them. Refer people to our website 
www.saintjosephsofstratford.org for a more detailed description of the 
church. Invite people to come to worship with you and stay for coffee 
hour to experience our unique community first-hand. Or bring them to 
a special event/program like Quarter Night, a dinner, Coffee & 
Catechism (to name just a few) where they can participate as much or 
as little as they are comfortable.   
 

Help grow our church! Encourage those you meet to give us a try. 
And welcome visitors when they come to church. Make them feel at 
home with us – many are shy or reserved when they first step in the 
door, unsure of how they’ll be received. A friendly face can make all 
the difference.  Remember, you’re the only Jesus some people will 
ever see.  



 
 

                     Nm 6: 22-27  
A Reading from the book of Numbers 

The LORD said to Moses:   
 

“Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them: This is how you 
shall bless the Israelites. Say to them: The LORD bless you 
and keep you! The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you! The LORD look upon you kindly and give 
you peace! 
 

So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will 
bless them.” 
 

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 

PS. 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8 

R:     May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

May God have pity on us and bless us; 
may he let his face shine upon us. 
So may your way be known upon earth; 
among all nations, your salvation. 
R:     May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

May the nations be glad and exult 
because you rule the peoples in equity; 
the nations on the earth you guide. 
R:     May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

May the peoples praise you, O God; 
may all the peoples praise you! 
May God bless us, 
and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 
R:     May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

 

                        Gal 4: 4-7 
 

A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians 

Brothers and sisters: 
 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. As 
proof that you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 



So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then 
also an heir, through God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
R:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

C.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets; in these last days, he has spoken to us through 
the Son. 
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

                   Lk 2: 16-21 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  
R: And also with you.  
 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known the message that had been told 
them about this child. 
 

All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them 
by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting 
on them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned,   

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
just as it had been told to them.   
 

When eight days were completed for his circumcision,   
he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel   
before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Supporting our Local Charities 
 

Charity begins at home, and to that end you’ve been immensely 
supportive. In the past year, this parish has volunteered time at the 
Lord’s Kitchen, run food collections for the Blessed Sacrament Food 
Pantry and for Sterling House, donated to the Bridgeport Rescue 
Mission, participated in/volunteered time to Yale’s Closer to Free 
Ride, and made prayer blankets for those in need of God’s comfort.  
 

But we can still do more! As we gear up for 2023 and plan how to help 
those around us, it’s time to consider expanding our assistance in the 
community. If you are participating in a charity event, let the office 
know so it can be advertised – there are bound to be others in the 
parish who would want to sponsor you or participate themselves. If 
you know of a deserving local organization that desperately needs 
help, we can potentially put together a drive to aid them. 
 

Help us reach out further to those in need. All suggestions are 
welcome! 

Altar Flowers 
 

A wonderful way to remember a special 
person or occasion as well as beautify the 
church. Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith if you 
wish to donate flowers for a particular week. 
Also, please let them know if the flowers will 
be in memory or celebration of someone so 
the donation can be acknowledged. There are 
vases in the cabinets in the right side altar 
room if you want to donate flowers for the side 
altars. 
 

Please note: Flowers are not permitted on the altar during Lent or 
Advent. 

 

 Prayer Blanket Project Update 

Gearing up to make more blankets 
All of the blankets made and blessed in the first batch have been 
distributed. Response to these gifts has been overwhelmingly 
positive. Your participation in making them has enriched a dozen 
lives in so many ways. See the bulletin board by the classroom for a 
thank you note from one of the recipients. 

 

Of course, we are still collecting 
donations toward more fabric. A 
second batch has been purchased 
and will soon be ready for your 
assistance in completing them. As 
Father has said, the need for 
these blankets is great and the 
supply not enough to meet that 
demand.  

 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 
box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins.  
 

Many thanks to Mercy Tabernacle for the donation of four pre-
packaged blanket kits to the project and to all those who’ve already 
made generous contributions towards the purchase of fabric! 
 
 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-
9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com  
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post-Holiday potluck brunch  

╬Sunday, 15 January 2023 – Memorial Mass for †S. Shah, given by 
Linda Chehy  

Sunday, 22 January 2023 – Annual parish meeting after Mass  

╬Sunday, 29 January 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Paul McGuinness, 
given by John & Cheryl Hewitt  

Sunday, 29 January 2023 – Coffee & Catechism. Topic: “The Last 
Four Things – Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.” 

╬Sunday, 5 February 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Michael 
Chernesky, given by daughter Barbara  

Saturday, 13 May 2023 – Confirmation of parish youth at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 
in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 
bulletin.  
 

The Lord’s Kitchen needs your help! 
 

Food insecurity is a growing issue for 
individuals and families, even in a thriving 
town like ours. For many years we’ve helped 
out at the Lord’s Kitchen serving hot meals to 
those in need.  
 

But we need more hands! 
 

It’s not a large commitment – a few hours on one Wednesday every 
four to six weeks – but the impact on the community is huge. See the 
bulletin board for a note on how your contributions made 
Christmas brighter for over 120 people! Meals are served from 5 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church on Main Street. Allow a little 
time on either end for setup and cleanup and you’re done! If you are 
thinking of volunteering, or would like more information, please 
contact the office via phone or email. 

Interested in serving on the Parish Board? 
 

It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish Board 
is responsible for guiding the parish 
along in its day-to-day operations, the 
upkeep of the church and its property, 
and spearheading events of 
fundraising and outreach to the 

community. Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board should 
speak to Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  
 

Coffee & Catechism 
 

The next Coffee & Catechism session will take place 
on Sunday, 29 January 2023, after Mass. The topic 
will be: “The Last Four Things – Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell.” 
 

Calendars – grab one!  
 

The 2023 Liturgical Calendars for the parish 
are waiting for you on the table in the foyer. 
Take one and hang it up at home or work. 
The pictures are beautiful, taken by members 
of the PNCC. Each page is full of information, 
from saints’ days to celebrations specific to 
our church.  
 

Parish Annual Meeting this month 
 

It’s that time of year again when we meet to 
recap what we’ve done as a parish 
community in the last twelve months and 
plan for the next twelve. Mark it on your 
calendar to stay after Mass on Sunday, 22 
January 2023, for this important part of the 
democratic process. Let your opinion be 

heard on topics ranging from ongoing church repairs to ideas for 
future fundraisers. Every voice is needed. See you there! 


