
St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
January 7-8, 2023 – Solemnity of Humble Shepherds 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 
Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 
Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 
Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 
Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 
Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa, Jesse Matthews, 
Chip & Patrice Matthews.  
 
 
 

For those new to our church 
(and even those who aren’t!) 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 
the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 
to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 
where to pick up the service following the Canon. 
 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 
church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 
in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 
bulletin.  
 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  
Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Dee Smith 

Financial 
Secretary                                  
Barbara 
Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
" Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, just 
as it had been told to them.” 

In today’s Gospel passage (Lk 2: 15-20) we find 
the shepherds glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen.  That makes sense 
considering the times and what was taking place 
before them.  But what about now?  Does the Lord 
cease to be Emmanuel, meaning “God with us?”  
No, God remains in our midst.  This New Year let 
us be open to the ways God is active in our lives so 
we too may glorify and praise him. 
 

 
Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  
 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 

Solemnity of Humble Shepherds 



Holiday Potluck Brunch – TODAY! 
 

Join us after Mass for a 
Holiday Potluck Brunch in 
the church hall! All are 
welcome, especially friends 
and visitors to our church. 
 

There will be a variety of 
breakfast and lunch foods 
offered, brought by all of you, 
but stop by even if you 
weren’t able to make/bring 
something. Coffee and juice will be provided. See you there! 
 
 

Winter Clothing Drive starts next week 
 

Blessed Sacrament is having a winter clothing drive the next three 
weeks. They are looking for gently used, clean coats, sweaters, 
sweatshirts, jackets, and hoodies.  Each week, a different group will 
be collected for those in need. 

 
15 January – men’s 

 
22 January – women’s 

 
29 January – children’s 

 
For those of you who have been holding off cleaning out your closets, 
now is the time to go through them and pass on what you no longer 
need or use in these categories. If you would like to bring in all your 
donations at one time, please do so for next week and we will sort 
them out before bringing over to Blessed Sacrament on the correct 
week. 

Wanted – sturdy cardboard boxes 
 

Sterling House has agreed to take the old china dishes from the 
church kitchen, but we need to transport it to them. To that end, we 
need sturdy cardboard boxes, capable of holding a good amount of 
weight. If you have any to get rid of, please bring them to the church 
and drop them off with the office. 

 
 
 

Prayer Blanket Project Update  

Time to make more blankets! 
Stop by the tables in the hall after Mass today to “tie one on” in a good 
way – help assemble the first few of the second batch of prayer 
blankets! It doesn’t take long and is easy to do. Twelve blankets were 
made in the first batch, all of which were distributed to those in need 
of God’s comfort and your prayers. The response to them was 
overwhelmingly positive and requests for more come to Father Tom 
faster than we can put the blankets together. 
 

Of course, we are still collecting 
donations toward more fabric. 
Our objective is to make this an 
ongoing project, to keep 
producing a steady stream of 
blankets to meet the huge 
demand with the hope of 
assembling enough to bless at 
Mass at the end of every month.  

 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 
box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins. 
Thank you so much for your continued support of this worthwhile 
project! 
 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-
9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com  



 
 

                      Is 62: 11-12  
A Reading from the book of Isaiah 

The LORD has proclaimed  
to the ends of the earth:  

Say to daughter Zion,  
“See, your savior comes!  

See, his reward is with him,  
his recompense before him.”  

They shall be called “The Holy People,”  
“The Redeemed of the LORD.”  

And you shall be called “Cared For,”  
“A City Not Forsaken.” 

 

The Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

 
  

 

PS. 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12 

R:     A light will shine on us this day; The Lord is born for 
us. 
 

The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; 
Let the many islands be glad. 
Cloud and darkness surround him; 
Justice and right are the foundation of his throne. 
R:     A light will shine on us this day; The Lord is born for 
us. 
 

The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 
Before the Lord of all the earth. 
The heavens proclaim his justice; 
All peoples see his glory. 
R:     A light will shine on us this day; The Lord is born for 
us. 
 

Light dawns for the just, 
And gladness for the honest of heart. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just, 
And give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 
R:     A light will shine on us this day; The Lord is born for 
us. 



                           Tt 3: 4-7 
 

A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to Titus 

But when the kindness and generous love of God our Savior 
appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done 
but because of His mercy, He saved us through the bath of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He richly 
poured out on us through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
we might be justified by His grace and become heirs in hope 
of eternal life. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
R:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

C.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

C.  We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage. 
R:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

                   Lk 2: 15-20 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  
R: And also with you.  
 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.”  
 

So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known the message that had been told them about this 
child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told 
them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.  
 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to 
them. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Supporting our Local Charities 
 

Charity begins at home, and to that end you’ve been immensely 
supportive. In the past year, this parish has volunteered time at the 
Lord’s Kitchen, run food collections for the Blessed Sacrament Food 
Pantry and for Sterling House, donated to the Bridgeport Rescue 
Mission, participated in/volunteered time to Yale’s Closer to Free 
Ride, and made prayer blankets for those in need of God’s comfort.  
 

But we can still do more! As we gear up for 2023 and plan how to help 
those around us, it’s time to consider expanding our assistance in the 
community. If you are participating in a charity event, let the office 
know so it can be advertised – there are bound to be others in the 
parish who would want to sponsor you or participate themselves. If 
you know of a deserving local organization that desperately needs 
help, we can potentially put together a drive to aid them. 
 

Help us reach out further to those in need. All suggestions are 
welcome! 

Altar Flowers 
 

A wonderful way to remember a special 
person or occasion as well as beautify the 
church. Contact Fr. Tom or Dee Smith if you 
wish to donate flowers for a particular week. 
Also, please let them know if the flowers will 
be in memory or celebration of someone so 
the donation can be acknowledged. There are 
vases in the cabinets in the right side altar 
room if you want to donate flowers for the side 
altars. 
 

Please note: Flowers are not permitted on the altar during Lent or 
Advent.  

The Lord’s Kitchen schedule this quarter 
 

Posted on the bulletin board is the schedule 
for those churches and organizations 
involved in the Lord’s Kitchen with the dates 
we are supposed to provide the food 
highlighted for your reference. Wednesday, 
18 January 2023 and Wednesday, 15 
February 2023 are our next two service days. 

 

It’s not a large commitment – a few hours on one Wednesday every 
four to six weeks – but the impact on the community is huge. Meals 
are served from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church on Main 
Street. For those volunteering their time to this outreach, allow a little 
time on either end for setup and cleanup and you’re done! If you are 
currently not involved, but are thinking of volunteering, or would like 
more information, please contact the office via phone or email. 
 
 

And speaking of food… 
 
According to Father Skip – the person in charge of the food pantry at 
Blessed Sacrament – prior to COVID the food pantry regularly served 
150 – 200 people each week. Since the pandemic, that number has 
risen drastically to over 500 people per week. Please consider 
donating additional non-perishable food items, leaving them in the 
collection bins in the foyer, to help stock the shelves.  
 

Parish Annual Meeting this month 
 

It’s that time of year again when we meet to 
recap what we’ve done as a parish 
community in the last twelve months and 
plan for the next twelve. Mark it on your 
calendar to stay after Mass on Sunday, 22 
January 2023, for this important part of the 
democratic process. Let your opinion be 

heard on topics ranging from ongoing church repairs to ideas for 
future fundraisers. Every voice is needed. See you there! 
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 
Sunday, 8 January 2023 – Post-Holiday potluck brunch  

╬Sunday, 15 January 2023 – Memorial Mass for †S. Shah, given by 
Linda Chehy  

Sunday, 22 January 2023 – Annual parish meeting after Mass  

╬Sunday, 29 January 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Paul McGuinness, 
given by John & Cheryl Hewitt  

Sunday, 29 January 2023 – Coffee & Catechism. Topic: “The Last 
Four Things – Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.” 

╬Sunday, 5 February 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Michael 
Chernesky, given by daughter Barbara  

Saturday, 13 May 2023 – Confirmation of parish youth at 2:00 p.m. 

Save the date – local school open house 

If you have (or know of someone who has) children going into pre-K to 
eighth grade next year and are looking to enroll them in a Catholic 
school, this announcement is for you. It will also be posted on the 
bulletin board. 

St. Mark School PreK-Grade 8 OPEN 
HOUSE – Sunday January 29 10A-12N 
500 Wigwam Lane, Stratford  
 
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE! 

  

On Sunday, January 29, 2023, St. Mark School will host private 
school tours for prospective families. Visit our classrooms, meet 
our teachers and school community, and hear about 
our exceptional learning environment that promotes positive 
character and growth. Tuition assistance available. 
  

Limited school tours are available by reservation only. 
Visit www.stmarkschool.org to reserve your tour today! 
 

St. Mark is proud to be a 2009 Nationally Recognized Blue Ribbon 
School and a New England Association of Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC) accredited school. For more information, contact us at 
(203) 375-4291 or contactus@stmarkschool.org. 

Interested in serving on the Parish Board? 
 

It’s a great way to give back to the 
parish community. The Parish Board 
is responsible for guiding the parish 
along in its day-to-day operations, 
the upkeep of the church and its 
property, and spearheading events 
of fundraising and outreach to the 

community. Anyone interested in possibly serving on the board should 
speak to Jeanine May or Father Tom for further information.  
 

Coffee & Catechism 
 

The next Coffee & Catechism session will take place 
on Sunday, 29 January 2023, after Mass. The topic 
will be: “The Last Four Things – Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell.” 
 

Calendars – grab one!  
 

A local funeral home has donated 2023 calendars with our church 
information on them. They are located on the table in the foyer. 
Please take one or two (or a bunch!) and give them to your friends 
who might need a calendar. 
 


