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TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Wanda 

Copple, Nancy Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & 

Margo, Rich Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, 

Helen Popp, Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, 

Frank Bonitatebus, Lizzie Mast, Carol Murdzia, Dom Zumbo, Tom 

Nuckowski, Greg Baktis, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa, Jesse Matthews, 

Chip & Patrice Matthews, Christopher Davis (Sirois) 
 

For those new to our church 

(and even those who aren’t!) 
 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 

the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 

to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 

where to pick up the service following the Canon. 
 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 

church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Coffee & Catechism – after Sunday Mass 
 

The next Coffee & Catechism session will take place 

Sunday after Mass in the classrooms. Grab your 

coffee and roll and join us for: “The Last Four Things 

– Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell.”  

 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 

celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-

9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com. Intentions will be listed in 

the “What’s Happening” section of the bulletin, marked with a ╬. If you 

do not see it listed there, please contact the office.  
 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 

in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 

bulletin.  

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 
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Fr. Tom Walsh 
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Office 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.” 

What does it mean to be perfect as our heavenly 

Father is perfect? In today’s Gospel passage 

(Matthew 5:38-48), which completes the section on 

the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us to give to anyone 

who begs from you, do not refuse anyone who 

wants to borrow from you. Love your enemies. We 

may think this is hyperbole, that Jesus is 

exaggerating to make a point, but not so. We know 

that God is love, and love is ultimately relationship. 

Therefore, to be perfect as our heavenly Father is 

perfect is to be in perfect relationship with others, 

to love others as God loves us, even as we are 

sinners. 

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom 
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Lenten service schedule published 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 22 February, 

a little over a week from now. This week’s insert is 

a schedule of all the additional services (dates & 

times) for the season in a form you can put on 

your refrigerator or bulletin board at home.  

 

Please mark the dates on your calendar and plan 

on joining us for these extra services to enhance 

your Lenten journey! We look forward to seeing 

you! 

 

 

Polish Dinner – make plans now!  
 

On Saturday, 4 March 2023, the church will be 

holding a Polish Dinner in the hall after Mass. Food 

will be available to eat in or order for take out.  
 

The menu will consist of stuffed cabbage, pierogi, 

kielbasa, green beans, and a 

dessert. Take out orders will be 

ready to pick up between 5:00 and 

6:00 p.m. Sit down meals will be 

available at 6:00 p.m. Doors will 

open at 5:45 p.m. 
 

And we’re going to have Polish 

dancers perform! A local group will 

put on a short program for those 

eating in, showcasing the culture of 

the founders of our church.  
 

Dinner is by reservation only – both eat-in and take out. Dinners are 

$15.00 each. Please contact the office to make reservations so that 

we know how much to prepare. Remember to specify if you are eating 

in or taking out. Deadline for reservations is 22 February 2023. No 

walk-ins or last minute take out orders (except for those who’ve 

already reserved who require the meal to be taken out instead). 

  

 

Prayer Blanket Project Update  

Keep up the good work! 
 

Last Sunday two blankets were completed last week after Mass. Stop 

by the tables in the hall after Mass today to work on this week’s 

blankets! It doesn’t take long and is easy to do.  

 

To appreciate the impact these blankets have had, listen to the stories 

Father passes on during Mass of those who’ve received them. At the 

moment, we are the ONLY group providing these items of comfort to 

the entire hospital. Your participation is absolutely appreciated by not 

only the recipients, but all those in the hospital who try to comfort 

those in need. 
 

Of course, we are still collecting donations toward more fabric.  
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 

box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins. If you 

would like to donate in memory of a loved one, please contact 

the office so we can try to tailor the fabric purchased for that blanket 

to your loved one’s interests (e.g. making a blanket with airplanes or 

clouds on it in memory of someone who adored flying or choosing 

fabric of a specific color for the loved one’s favorite color). 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support of this worthwhile 

project! 



 

           Lev 19: 1-2, 17-18  
 

A Reading from the book of Leviticus 
 

The LORD said to Moses: Speak to the whole Israelite 
community and tell them: Be holy, for I, the LORD your 
God, am holy. You shall not hate any of your kindred in your 
heart. Reprove your neighbor openly so that you do not 
incur sin because of that person. Take no revenge and 
cherish no grudge against your own people. You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 
  

This is the Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

PS. 103: 1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

R:     The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Bless the LORD, my soul; 
all my being, bless his holy name! 
Bless the LORD, my soul; 
and do not forget all his gifts, 
R:     The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 
 

  

 

Who pardons all your sins, 
and heals all your ills, 
Who redeems your life from the pit,  
and crowns you with mercy and compassion, 
R:     The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Merciful and gracious is the LORD, 
slow to anger, abounding in mercy 
He has not dealt with us as our sins merit, 
nor requited us as our wrongs deserve. 
R:     The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our sins from us. 
As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him. 
R:     The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

 

 

                 1 Cor 3: 16-23 
 

A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the 

Corinthians 

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that 

the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s 

temple, God will destroy that person; for the temple of 

God, which you are, is holy. Let no one deceive himself. If 

any one among you considers himself wise in this age, let 

him become a fool so as to become wise. For the wisdom of 

this world is foolishness in the eyes of God, for it is written: 

“He catches the wise in their own ruses,” and again: “The 



Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.” So 

let no one boast about human beings, for everything 

belongs to you, Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or 

life or death, or the present or the future: all belong to you, 

and you to Christ, and Christ to God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

C.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory.  

R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
 

C.  Whoever keeps the word of Christ, the love of God is 

truly perfected in him. 

R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
 

 

 

                 Mt 5: 38-48 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you.  
 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. 

Matthew. 

R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, offer no resistance to 

one who is evil. When someone strikes you on [your] right 

cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to 

go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as 

well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go 

with him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, 

and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.  
 

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you 

may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his 

sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on 

the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 

what recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors 

do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what is 

unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be 

perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 



Bible Study – next session announced 

 

With the current Bible study session finished, we are excited to 

announce the next session. Entitled “Traversing the Narrative Arc of 

Scripture”, it will begin on 7 March 2023 and continue for six weeks. 

The group meets at 6:30 p.m. in the classrooms and begins with a 

potluck meal, so both mind and body are fortified. All are welcome to 

join!  
 

Another seasonal favorite to resume 
 

 In a few weeks, Lent begins 

and with it come the additional 

services to assist your spiritual 

journey to Easter, such as Bitter 

Lamentations and Stations of the Cross. This year, 

getting back to pre-pandemic practice, we will hold a 

potluck dinner on Fridays before Stations of the Cross.  Plan ahead – 

dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Stations at 6:30 p.m.!  
  

Date and time set for making prayer shawls 
 

Or lap blankets. Do you crochet 

or knit? Do you want to learn? 

Learn a new skill or resurrect an 

old one! A group will be meeting 

on Thursday mornings at 11:00 

a.m. for about an hour or so to 

work on simple prayer shawls 

and lap blankets for the hospital. 

Experience not necessary, 

enthusiasm is! Anyone can participate, men or women. If you are 

interested, please contact the office. If you need, crochet hooks and 

yarn will be provided.  

Spring Cleaning planned 
 

Anyone available on a weekday morning to help with Spring Cleaning 

in the basement? No heavy lifting or hauling involved! If you have a 

couple hours you can donate to the cause, contact Yvonne to 

schedule when to come in. With a few extra hands, the work will go 

faster and the basement will sparkle! 

 

Can you make a Raffle basket? 
 

At the Polish dinner on 4 March, there 

will also be a raffle. To that end, we are 

looking for items to make up baskets for 

the raffle or donations of completed 

baskets. Items can be dropped off in the 

classroom at the designated area. 

Please log your contribution on the paper 

so we know the item(s)/basket(s) are meant for the raffle. If you drop 

off a complete basket, please include a card listing the contents so 

those buying tickets know what’s inside 

 

Can’t crochet? Would you rather string rosaries? 
 

If knitting and crocheting isn’t your thing, you 

can learn to make rosaries for those in the 

hospital instead. Thursday mornings at 11:00 

a.m. can become craft time in the classrooms 

as we come together to chat, create, and pray 

for those for whom we’re making 

rosaries/shawls/lap blankets. Please contact 

the office if you’re interested so we can have 

the kits prepared in advance of the class. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 

Wednesday, 15 February 2023 – Serving at the Lord’s Kitchen, 5:00 

p.m. 

╬Sunday, 19 February 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Justin Federici, 

given by Linda Chehy 

Wednesday, 22 February 2023 – Ash Wednesday. 6:30 p.m. Mass  

Friday, 24 February 2023 – Stations of the Cross. Potluck dinner at 

6:00 p.m. with Stations to follow 

Sunday, 26 February 2023 – Bitter Lamentations Part I, 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, 4 March 2023 – Polish Dinner. 6:00 p.m. eat-in 

 

Information table in foyer 
 

As you’ve noticed, there is an information table in 

the foyer with all kinds of great things for you. The 

latest additions to the table are flyers for the 4 March 

Polish dinner and free copies of the publication 

“Magnificat”, which contains prayers, daily readings, 

and interesting articles to help you in your Catholic 

journey. There are also still 2023 calendars – take as many as you’d 

like – and various brochures or flyers as they become available.  

 
 

Altar Flowers – One week before Lent begins 
 

 A wonderful way to remember a special person or 
occasion as well as beautify the church. Contact Fr. 
Tom or Dee Smith if you wish to donate flowers for a 
particular week. Please let them know if the flowers 
will be in memory or celebration of someone so the 
donation can be acknowledged. There are vases in 
the cabinets in the right side altar room if you want 
to donate flowers for the side altars. 

 

Please note: Flowers are not permitted on the altar during Lent or 
Advent. But you can start thinking ahead to adorning the altars after 
Easter! 
 

 


