
St. Joseph of Stratford 
National Catholic Church 

 
March 18-19, 2023 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

 
TODAY’S READINGS: SEE CENTER INSERT  
 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTION: For the repose of the soul of †William 
Petrino, given by wife Carol  

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

We remember in our prayers Jane Pelland, Joe Pelland, Nancy 
Anzalone, Jean Macionus, Fr. Henry Smolinski & Margo, Rich 
Lasecki, Joyce Bresh, Edmond Bresh, Helen Reynolds, Helen Popp, 
Florence Rasmussen, Robin Lupinski, Judy DiLorenzo, Frank 
Bonitatebus, Carol Murdzia, Martha Lesnick, Bill Homa, Christopher 
Davis (Sirois) 

For those new to our church 
(and even those who aren’t!) 

 

To follow along with the Mass, begin on page 63 in 
the Mass booklet. Father will announce which page 
to turn to for the Canon at the appropriate time and 
where to pick up the service following the Canon. 

 

And please remember – there is no eating or drinking inside the 
church proper (small bottles of water excepted). 
 

Changes to the Mass during Lent 
 

Several changes are made to the Mass during the season of Lent 
furthering those that started during pre-Lent. These reflect an 
additional emphasis on penitence and preparation for the events of 
Holy Week and Easter. In addition to no “Gloria” said, the Gospel 
Acclamation not done to an “Alleluia”, and the “Our Father” being 
spoken instead of sung, we will use the first form of Confession (the 
longer one on page 66) and the second Communion prayer (page 
98). 
 

Mass Times 
Vigil Mass – Saturday 4:00pm         Sunday morning Mass – 9:30am. 

Parish Contacts 

PASTOR                                  
Fr. Tom Walsh 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Jeanine May 

VICE 

CHAIRPERSON                                  
Dee Smith 

Financial 
Secretary                                  
Barbara 
Chernesky 

Office 
Administrator 
Lisa Vasas 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
“It is so that the works of God might be made 
visible through him." 

This is Jesus’ response in today’s Gospel 
passage (John 9:1-40) when asked why the 
man was born blind.  Jesus discounted the 
idea that it was because his parents had 
sinned. What Jesus is saying is that every 
aspect of our lives can be an expression of 
God’s presence in the world.  Our blessings by 
how we rejoice in God, our challenges by how 
we trust in God.  May we be an expression of 
God’s presence in the world today.  

Grace and peace, 
Fr. Tom  
 

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615 / (203) 377-9901  
 www.saintjosephsofstratford.org / sjosparishpncc@outlook.com 



March 19 – Feast day of St. Joseph 
 

As we celebrate the feast day of our patron saint, St. Joseph, 
the foster-father of Jesus, let us remember the example he set 
for us. 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
(reputed to be over 1900 years old) – copied from plaque in Father’s office. 

 

Oh, St. Joseph, whose protection is so 
great, so strong, so prompt before the 
throne of God, I place in you all my 
interest and desires. 
 

Oh, St. Joseph, do assist me by your 
powerful intercession, and obtain for me 
from your divine Son all spiritual 
blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
So that, having engaged here below your 
heavenly power, I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to 
the most loving of Fathers. 
 

Oh, St. Joseph, I never weary contemplating you, and Jesus 
asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while He reposes near 
your heart. Press Him in my name and kiss His fine head for 
me and ask Him to return the Kiss when I draw my dying 
breath. 
 

St. Joseph, Patron of departing souls – Pray for me. 

 
Meal in the Upper Room 

 

We would like to resume having the Meal in the 
Upper Room to commemorate the Last Supper. To 
that end, we’ve scheduled a date of Sunday, 2 April 
2023 at 4:00 p.m., provided a few good people 
step forward to host it (do the planning, prepare the 
food, etc.). If you are interested in helping out with 
this event, please contact Father Tom. 

 

Bible Study – In full swing 

 

This session of Bible study is entitled “Traversing the Narrative Arc 
of Scripture”. The six-week study looks at the narrative of Scripture 
through the lens of the major events in the life of the Israelites, 
Creation, Exodus, Conquest, Kingdom, Exiles, Greeks and Romans. 
The group meets at 6:30 p.m. in the classrooms and begins with a 
potluck meal, so both mind and body are fortified. All are welcome to 
join!  

LifeLine Screening to be held here in May 
 

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health 
screenings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health 
screenings in the church hall on Wednesday, May 10, 2023. See the 
bulletin board for more information on this event. Flyers are also 
available on the information table for anyone to take. Invite your 
friends and family to participate with you.  

 

Easter Platters to order 
 

Colossal Kielbasa is once again offering Polish/American Easter 
platters for pre-order. Flyers are on the information table with all of the 
details and pricing. Deadline for orders is 1 April 2023. 
 

Information table in foyer 
 

As you’ve noticed, there is an information table in the foyer 
with all kinds of great things for you. Stop by and check out 
the latest additions to the table. Various brochures or flyers 
are put there as they become available.  

 

SPECIAL MASS INTENTIONS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Mass to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate a special occasion, please contact the office at 203-377-
9901 or email sjosparishpncc@outlook.com. Intentions will be listed in 
the “What’s Happening” section of the bulletin, marked with a ╬. If you 
do not see it listed there, please contact the office.  



READINGS FOR THE FOURTH 
SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

First Reading     1 Sm 16: 1, 6-7, 10-13 
 

A Reading from the first book of Samuel 
 

The LORD said to Samuel: "Fill your horn with oil, and be on 
your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I 
have chosen my king from among his sons." 
 

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked 
at Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is here 
before him." But the LORD said to Samuel: "Do not judge 
from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I 
have rejected him. Not as man sees does God see, because 
man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the 
heart." 
 

In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any 
one of these." Then Samuel asked Jesse, "Are these all the 
sons you have?" Jesse replied, "There is still the youngest, 
who is tending the sheep." Samuel said to Jesse, "Send for 
him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he 
arrives here." 
 

Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. He was 
ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid 
appearance. The LORD said, "There—anoint him, for this is 
the one!" Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 
anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from  

that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 
R: Thanks be to God.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                               PS. 23: 1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 

R:    The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 
R:     The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

He guides me in right paths for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
With your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
R:     The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
R:     The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Only goodness and kindness follow me  
all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD  
for years to come. 
R:     The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Second Reading                      Eph 5: 8-14 
 

A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 



Brothers and sisters: 
 

You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light, for light produces every kind of 
goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of 
darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to 
mention the things done by them in secret; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. 
 

Therefore, it says: "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will give you light." 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
R:  Thanks be to God. 
 

C.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory.  
R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
 

C.  I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory. 
 

THE GOSPEL                      Jn 9: 1-41 
 

C: The Lord be with you.  
R: And also with you.  
 

C:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
R:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His 
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?" 
 

Jesus answered, "Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so 
that the works of God might be made visible through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is 
day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world." When he had said 
this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, 
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go 
wash in the Pool of Siloam" —which means Sent—. So he 
went and washed, and came back able to see. 
 

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a 
beggar said, "Isn't this the one who used to sit and beg?" 
Some said, "It is," but others said, "No, he just looks like 
him." He said, "I am." So they said to him, "How were your 
eyes opened?" He replied, "The man called Jesus made clay 
and anointed my eyes and told me, 'Go to Siloam and 
wash.' So I went there and washed and was able to see." 
And they said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I don't 
know." 
 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a  
sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was 
able to see. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I 
washed, and now I can see." So some of the Pharisees said, 
"This man is not from God, because he does not keep the 
sabbath." But others said, "How can a sinful man do such 



signs?" And there was a division among them. So they said 
to the blind man again, "What do you have to say about 
him, since he opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a 
prophet."  
 

Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the 
one who had gained his sight. They asked them, "Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now 
see?" His parents answered and said, "We know that this is 
our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how 
he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him, he is of age; he can speak for himself." His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had 
already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the 
Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this 
reason his parents said, "He is of age; question him." 
 

So a second time they called the man who had been blind 
and said to him, "Give God the praise! We know that this 
man is a sinner." He replied, "If he is a sinner, I do not 
know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I 
see." So they said to him, "What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I told you already 
and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you want to become his disciples, too?" They ridiculed 
him and said, "You are that man's disciple; we are disciples 
of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do 
not know where this one is from."  
 

The man answered and said to them, "This is what is so 
amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to 
him. It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would 
not be able to do anything." They answered and said to 
him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to 
teach us?" Then they threw him out. 
 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 
him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He 
answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, the one 
speaking with you is he." He said, "I do believe, Lord," and 
he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, "I came into this world 
for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and 
those who do see might become blind." 
 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and 
said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?" Jesus 
said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, 'We see,' so your sin remains.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
R: Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
  



 

Prayer Blanket Project Update  

Soon to be turned over to you 
 

A note from the pediatric chaplain at Yale - Wanted to let you know 
that I gave the horse blanket to a young developmentally disabled and 
blind adult who was born with a rare condition and is here for a major 
surgery. He and his family love animals and he says he loves horses. 
They loved to know it was blessed as well and were very grateful. 
 

See how much impact these blankets have on the lives of those who 
receive them? Two more blankets were completed last week, 
including one donated in memory of our departed friend Richard 
(Richie) Murdzia.  Stop by the tables in the hall after Mass today to 
work on this week’s blankets! It doesn’t take long and is easy to do. 
  

Julia is preparing to transition this project to 
one run by the parish instead of her. She 
will still use the donations (as they come in) 
to purchase fabric for the blankets for us 
and we will prepare as well as complete 
them. Anyone interested in learning how to 

prepare the fabric for the community, please contact the office. The 
process takes about an hour to do. 
 

Donations for the fabric have been slowing down. We have been 
trying to space out the blankets so there are at least two each 
Sunday, but that will soon no longer be possible.  
 

The fabric costs approximately $40 per blanket. There is a donation 
box at the back of the church, on the table near the bulletins. If you 
would like to donate in memory of a loved one, please contact 
the office so we can try to tailor the fabric purchased for that blanket 
to your loved one’s interests.  
 

Thank you so much for your continued support of this worthwhile 
project!  

Help us make prayer shawls and rosaries 
 

Our little group has been busy at work! Five 
shawls are done towards the next batch to be 
blessed and many rosaries have been made. 
Want to join? The group meets weekly on 
Thursday morning at 11:00 a.m. for an hour or 

two to work on these projects. A couple of members work 
solely from home and send in their work when it’s 
finished. Experience not necessary, enthusiasm is! We 
can teach those who wish to learn. Anyone can 
participate, men or women. If you are interested, please 
contact the office. If you need, supplies will be provided.  
 

There is a Spring - Easter Raffle to benefit District 3 of the Polish 
National Union being held.  The PNU has been supporting our Polish 
National Catholic Church since its organization in 1908 and with your 
support will continue to do so.  Last year District 3 provided support to 
youth at the diocesan youth retreat,  Altar Servers retreat and other 
fraternal activities.   
  

The Easter Raffle will take place on Sunday, April 16, 2023 
immediately following the 10:30 AM Holy Mass at Holy Cross Parish 
in Central Falls, RI.  The first prize is $50.00 cash and the second and 
third prizes are $25.00 cash.  
  

Tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00, and 7 for $10.00.  Checks in 
payment for the Easter Raffle tickets should be made payable to 
“District 3 PNU”. Please see the office for tickets.  Your generous 
support of this District’s fund raiser is greatly appreciated. 
   
Thank you for your help in this fund raising effort for our District. 



  WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR CHURCH 

Sunday, 19 March 2023 – Bitter Lamentations Part II, 9:00 a.m. 

╬Sunday, 19 March 2023 – Memorial Mass for †William Petrino, 
given by wife Carol  

Sunday, 19 March 2023 – Ladies’ Society meeting after Mass 

Tuesday, 21 March 2023 – Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. in the classrooms 

Wednesday, 22 March 2023 – CT March for Life, noon in Hartford. 
See bulletin board for more information 

Friday, 24 March 2023 – Stations of the Cross. Potluck dinner at 6:00 
p.m. with Stations to follow 

╬Sunday, 26 March 2023 – Memorial Mass for †Michael Raslavsky, 
given by his mother Nancy Anzalone 

Sunday, 2 April 2023 (tentative) – Meal in the Upper Room, 4:00 
p.m. in the classrooms. 

Tuesday, 4 April 2023 – Mass of the Holy Chrisms, 4:30 p.m., St. 
Joseph Parish, Westfield, MA  

Friday - Sunday, 28-30 April 2023 – PNCC National Mission & 
Evangelism Retreat, Reading, PA  

Wednesday, 10 May 2023 – LifeLine Screening event in church hall 
 

Altar Flowers – No more until Easter 
 

Easter is only a few weeks away.  Flowers are 
wonderful way to remember a special person or 
occasion as well as beautify the church. Contact Fr. 
Tom or Dee Smith if you wish to donate flowers for a 
particular week. Please let them know if the flowers 
will be in memory or celebration of someone so the 
donation can be acknowledged. There are vases in the cabinets in the 
right side altar room if you want to donate flowers for the side altars. 
 

Items for the bulletin 
Deadline for submitting items for the bulletin is Thursday. Items turned 
in after Thursday are not guaranteed inclusion in that Sunday’s 
bulletin.   

Mass of the Holy Chrisms 2023 
 

This Holy Week Mass is where the Bishop and clergy of the diocese 
bless new oils (chrisms) for use in the parishes each year. This year 
the Mass will be held on Tuesday, 4 April 2023, at St. Joseph’s 
Parish, 73 Main Street, Westfield, MA, at 4:30 p.m. It is a beautiful 
service, worth attending. Hope to see you there! 
 

Important Communion Update 
 

As a further step forward in the way we 
receive Communion, Father will no longer 
clean his hands between each Communicant 
– UNLESS YOU REQUEST IT. After the choir 
has received Communion, we ask that all 
those who wish to have Father purify his 
hands before administering the sacrament 
come forward first with your hands crossed 
over your chest as if requesting a blessing. This will let Father and 
the altar servers know to prepare a towelette for cleaning his hands. 
After all those who request hand-cleaning have received Communion, 
the remainder of the congregation can come forward to receive. 
 

Thank you for helping this process go faster while maintaining extra 
cleanliness for those who need it. 

 

Evangelism Workshop Announced 
 

The 22nd Mission & Evangelism Workshop will be held on Friday, 
April 28, through Sunday, April 30, 2023, at Saint Stephen the 
Martyr Parish of the PNCC in Reading, PA. The goal for each 
Mission Workshop is that the faithful come away with a burning desire 
to bring the faith-driven work of the Workshop back to their parishes.  
 

Further information about this workshop is posted on the bulletin 
board and there are trifold brochures with a tentative schedule for the 
conference on the table in the foyer. If you are interested in attending, 
please contact the office for a registration form. There is no fee for the 
registration, however the form must be completed. Travel and 
accommodations are the responsibility of the participant(s).  
 

Bring back some good ideas to help grow the church! 


