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You Play an Important 

Role in Priestly 

Formation  

 
 

   My Dear Eastern Diocesan 
Family: 

 

 You’ve all heard of Peter 
the Apostle, one of the Twelve, 

who declared “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God” (Matthew 16:16). Peter was with Jesus for three years, listening 
and learning, and imitating his Rabbi; being in every way a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. He, along with James and John, was with Jesus from 
the beginning of His ministry. They are given the special grace of 
witnessing the Transfiguration, the raising to life of Jairus’ daughter, 
and being closest to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Indeed, 
Peter was so prepared for his ministry that “on the Day of Pentecost, 
Peter boldly preached to the crowd, and the Holy Spirit worked in the 
hearts of the listeners, so that 3,000 people put their faith in Jesus that 
day” (Acts 2:41). 

 He had learned all that was necessary, and no one else would 
be needed in his Christian and Apostolic formation, right?! 

 But then how do you explain the part Cornelius the Centurion 
played in Peter’s learning that the Holy Spirit and therefore the faith in 

Jesus as Son of God could be a grace for the non-Jewish people? 
Indeed, Cornelius was the first Gentile who became a baptized 
member of Christ’s Church. Peter came to understand that Jesus’ 
teaching was not only reserved for the Jewish people. He further 
learned, after the first council of Jerusalem, that Jesus’ sacrifice 
ended the need for a non-Jew to be circumcised. 

 Indeed, Peter, kept learning, continued to be “in formation” 
through his Apostolic ministry. We see this in his letters and in the 
Acts of the Apostles. Most assuredly, those with whom Peter kept 
company also played a role in his “formation”. 

                   Cont. next page. 
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 The parish I grew up in recently had a celebration of two men who entered the holy priesthood, 

myself and Father Joseph Lewandowski. In addressing the people gathered, I came to understand in a 

greater way, what I had always known to be true: That my priestly life was formed by all those who 

nurtured me as a youth and young adult. Their example, teaching and lives directly influenced me to 

become the bishop I am today. And I continued to be influenced by all those with whom I have engaged 

since my seminary days till today. 

 All of you have participated in my formation, and continue to do so. 

 I want everyone to understand that we are all influencing one another. If we maintain an 

awareness of the roles we play in the lives of others, then we can be mindful of the things we do. This 

very moment, as you read this article, you may be influencing your spouse, children, parents, friends, 

fellow workers, fellow church family members. Are you forming them to be disciples of Christ, or are they 

being led an opposite way? 

 On September 27th, I had the opportunity to thank the All Saints Parish family in Sterling Heights, 

Michigan for forming me into a disciple of my Lord, Jesus Christ. Their influence was always a part of my 

sacramental ministry in Scranton, PA, in Chicago, IL, in Davie, FL, and in Manchester, NH; in my work as 

a deacon, priest, administrative senior priest and as a bishop. I will be forever grateful to them. 

 The apostles were thankful to those whom they served for their help in forming their ministry. 

 Who are you touching by your faith, love, hope, and your active life of discipleship? Who is 

choosing to adopt their path of discipleship based on the example you are setting? 

 

    You play an important role in priestly formation. In fact, with so many different vocations in the 

Church today: altar servers, lectors, sacristans, teachers, parish committee and society members, 

organists, choir members and more, you play an important role in all vocation formation.     

 

 

 

 

 By Bishop Paul Sobiechowski 

 

 Bishop Ordinary of the Eastern diocese 

 Of The Polish National Catholic Church 
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Resolutions of the XXVI General Synod  
of the Polish National Catholic Church  

 

 

 

  Whereas, we the delegates to the XXVI General Synod of the Polish National 

Catholic Church—representatives of the holy People of God—have convened under 

the leadership of our Prime Bishop and Bishops in Scranton, Pennsylvania, from the 18th through the 21st days of 

October in the year 2022;  

 Whereas, we were strengthened, enlightened and sanctified by our Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, truly 

present in our very midst through Word and Sacrament during the celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist, 

concelebrated by our Prime Bishop and Bishops at St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Cathedral, first parish of the 

Polish National Catholic Church, and as Eucharistic people, and proclaim it as the most beautiful and important 

aspect of the great work of these blessed days;  

 Whereas, all of the Bishops of the Union of Scranton—the Most Reverend Anthony Mikovsky, the Right 

Reverend John Mack, the Right Reverend Paul Sobiechowski, the Right Reverend Bernard Nowicki, the Right 

Reverend Jarosław Rafalko, the Most Reverend Robert Nemkovich, and the Most Reverend Roald Flemestad—

were gathered around God’s altar to witness the Most Reverend Ottar Myrseth of the Nordic Catholic Church 

sign the Declaration of Scranton and to welcome him into the Union of Scranton;  

 Whereas, we offer our gratitude to the Central Diocese of the Church, under the leadership of the Right 

Reverend Bernard Nowicki, and all those who selflessly assumed and attentively carried out the responsibilities 

of planning and hosting this Holy Synod;  

 Whereas, the Polish National Catholic Church joyfully celebrates the 125th Anniversary of its Institution, 

and we offer our humble and sincere gratitude to God for Bishop Franciszek Hodur and the dedicated and 

faithful parishioners who, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, sacrificed much in working together to organize 

our beloved Church;  

 Whereas, we recognize the foundation that was laid at the XXIV and bolstered at the XXV General 

Synods of the Polish National Catholic Church regarding our Future Direction and acclaim the efforts made 

over the last eight years by the Future Direction Subcommittee, wishing to especially recognize the enthusiasm 

of the Very Reverend Robert Nemkovich, Jr., as he steps down from the chairmanship of the Subcommittee and 

praying that the Holy Spirit will guide another dedicated disciple in leading these endeavors in the coming years;  

 Whereas, we received an impassioned and enthusiastic report from the National United Youth 

Association as delivered by its president Jorge Hernandez Arjona, and now pledge our support to National 

United Youth endeavors, and are zealously committed to work for growth or establishment of youth groups 

within our parishes, and for increased attendance at the biennial National Youth Convocations for which the 

Polish National Union of America has announced its gracious establishment of scholarships to provide financial 

assistance to youth who wish to attend the Convocations;  
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 Therefore, fervently praying that Almighty God, One in the Blessed Trinity, through the prayers of Our 

Lady, St. Stanislaus and all the Angels and Saints, will bring forth abundant fruit from the proceedings of this 

XXVI General Synod, and as we now prepare to return to our parishes and build up Christ’s Church by execut-

ing its work, we hereby resolve:  

 To continually draw our strength from the Most Holy Eucharist and the whole Sacramental life of the 

Church; to seek the true enlightenment that comes to us from the Sacred Scriptures and through the holy teach-

ings of the Church; to selflessly embrace the sacrificial work that Christ has entrusted to our care by fulfilling His 

Two Great Commandments of Love; to faithfully walk the pathway of Christian discipleship as marked out by 

the pristine faith of the Undivided Church of the first millennium; and to plainly show the Polish National Cath-

olic Church to be an integral part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church founded by Christ and pro-

fessed within the Creed, by the bold witness of our words, by the shining example of our compassion, mercy 

and charity, and by our own lives of true and abiding holiness.  

 Respectfully submitted on this 21st day of October in the year 2022, by the Resolution Committee of the 

XXVI General Synod of the Polish National Catholic Church.  

 

Liz Kaniewski                                                            Marilyn Folcik  

Western Diocese                                                        Eastern Diocese  

 

Jorge Hernandez Arjona                                                       Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill  

                                  Central Diocese                                                          Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese  
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THE EASTERN DIOCESE  

“KNOW YOUR FAITH-GROW IN CHRIST”   

ANNUAL PROGRAM  2025 

 

 

 

     In the year 2025, the Eastern Diocese is offering a program to help church members to 

better understand the faith they share and to feel comfortable sharing that faith with others. 

     Presented through the auspices of the Diocesan Mission and Evangelism Commission, 

the program focuses on the person of Jesus Christ, His identity and mission, and how the 

first Christians understood and lived their faith in Him. 

The topics of the monthly presentations are:  

 

• January: Who is Jesus? - Fr. Adam Piekarzewski  

• February:  Jesus: fully human and fully divine - Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich  

• March: The Old Testament about Jesus – Deacon Justin Daviault  

• April: Jesus’ Mission - Fr. Pawel Dudek 

• May: Parables of Jesus – Fr. Andrew Tenus  

• June:  Miracles of Jesus - Fr. Henryk Wos 

• July: Characteristics of Jesus –  Karen Sobiechowski 

•  August: Jesus and the Law – Fr. Robert Koerber 

• September: Jesus’ Ministry – Fr. Henryk Wos 

• October: Jesus’ Disciples - Fr. Robert Koerber 

• November: Jesus for the first Christians - Fr. Pawel Lukaszewicz  

• December: Jesus for us today – Fr. Krzysztof Rogalski 

 

  Each unit will have biblical texts as a starting point, lecture, meditation, discussion, and practical applica-

tions.  

The Eastern Diocese virtual Program  study is led on the second Thursday of the month at 7 PM. To 

register email either revpauls@yahoo.com or ksobiechowski@yahoo.com  

mailto:ksobiechowski@yahoo.com
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From our parishes… 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 
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By Karen Sobiechowski 
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From our parishes… 

 

Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket, RI 
 

 

• Each Third Saturday of the Month – Free 

Community Lunch 

    Every third Saturday, we offer a Free Community Lunch to 

anyone in need. During the winter months, those who stop by enjoy 

a warm and delicious soup prepared by our exceptional cook, Lonnie Watson. In the summer, we serve 

sandwiches, hot dogs, snacks, and water to help beat the heat. 

     Each time, we serve at least 50 meals on-site, with an additional  20-30 lunches delivered by Fr. Henryk 

to the Men's Shelter and others in need in Woonsocket. 

    We are grateful to be able to serve and support our community in this way.  

 



The Messenger –Quarterly Newsletter of the Eastern Diocese — Volume 15, Issue #3, September 2025 

45 

 

• Many blessings to our parishioner Mary Fournier on her birthday. May God bless you 

abundantly every day of your life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Our Saviour’s Meat Raffle 
 

 It’s Fall! September 26
th
 marked 

the arrival of our final Meat Raffle and 

More of 2025. 

 They are held 3 times a year … 

the last Friday of January, April, and 

September. 

 A very large crowd was in 

attendance. The parish hall was 

decorated in bright Fall colors. The 

holiday-themed tables were filled with 

many “treasures’ to be taken home at 

the end of the evening.  

 Everyone was engaged in lively 

conversations while enjoying a 

complimentary bowl of soup, dessert, 

and a beverage. Philip Kaczorowski 

began the night by welcoming everyone. 

Then the business of winning prizes 

began, and the hopeful crowd quieted 

down.  

“Twins” Pat Kaczorowski (Event Chairperson)  

and Pat Balasco (Split-the-Pot winner).  
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 With the purchase of a $20.00 Meat Raffle Pass, you had the 

opportunity to win over 100 prizes.  

    Our Volunteer parishioners and Friends of Our Saviour’s Parish 

fulfilled many roles to make this 

Meat Raffle one of our greatest 

successes.  

    So many Friends (new and 

old) spent a wonderful and fun-

filled evening together. 

 Most of all, everyone left the 

event a winner … not only with 

prizes, but in friendship and 

community as well. 

    Please join us  for our next 

Meat Raffle  on January 30, 

2026. 

Wishing you good health, 

happiness, and wealth. 

 

Meat Raffle and More Co-Chairs 

 

Patricia and Philip 

Kaczorowski 

 

 

0ur Favorite Couple- Sally  

& Lonnie Watson  

Father Wos and Philip 
Kaczorowski - Emcee  

Robert, Carol, Bailey and Olivia manning the    

Penny Raffle Table.  

Great Auntie Kelly and her great nephews/      

our youngest attendees  
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Michael and Gerry pulling the winning tickets  

Raffles and Split-the-Pot  

Meat Raffle, Breakfast Package, Mystery 

Envelopes and Bags  

 Penny Social Table with 25 prizes.  
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 Our Saviour’s Upcoming Events: 

 

• Last Sunday (September 28) we started our SOCL 

classes. May the Almighty bless our children and  

teachers in their spiritual journey this school year.  

• In October we pray Rosary before the Sunday Mass at 

10am. As Catholics we believe in the special intercessory power of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Through her intercession we will be praying to God in all  our intentions and for the Peace in the 

world. Please join us for this beautiful prayer. 

• Free Community Lunch is served every third Saturday of the month from 11-12:30. 

• Annual Potluck Picnic will be on Sunday, October 5th, beginning at 11:30am, following our 

10:30am mass. This is a potluck lunch, so bring your favorite dish! Great fun and laughs will be 

had by all!  The plan is outside, but we will be in the hall if the weather is not cooperating. 

Please join us as all are welcome! 

• Pierogi workshops will be held on Saturdays October 25th and November 8th.  Please 

join us! 

• Annual Harvest Breakfast will be held Sunday, October 26th, after the Mass at 10:30 am.  

Buffet style: eggs, bacon, sausage, potatoes, rolls, pastry, beverage. We  will have Split the Pot 

and Raffle as well. Adults $10.00, children 12&under $5.00.Children 3 and under-free. Please join us 

and bring your friends. 

• Free Veterans Pasta and Meatball Dinner will be on Thursday, November 6th, from 5:00–

7:00pm in our Church Hall. Please contact Ed Nawrocki 401-658-2174 email 

eddietrout@aol.com or Gerry Ethier 401-487-4887 email gnethier@cox.net to let us know how 

many are coming. Talk to your neighbors, friends, and any veterans. We had a wonderful 

turnout last year and hope to see you all again! 

• Polish Plate Lunch and more will be held  on Saturday, November 22nd, from 11am-2pm. 

Come and enjoy a Polish Plate Lunch for $15 (2 pierogi, 1 golabek, fried cabbage and kielbasa, 

rye bread, and apple square). Dine in or take out. Dinners are served hot. Also while you are 

there, shop for Something Old or Something New, take a chance at our Straw Table and 

Raffles, and grab a bite of pastry and cup of coffee with us!  Tickets are NOT being sold ahead 

of time. Cabbage soup and kielbasa sandwiches will be available, and maybe some other 

things as well. Come before we run out! 

  

mailto:eddietrout@aol.com
mailto:gnethier@cox.net
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From our parishes… 
 

    Holy Trinity Parish, Webster, MA 
 

• Monthly Veteran Breakfast 
    We continue to do our prayer breakfast for the local veterans on the last 

Saturday of the month. They enjoy a good hearty breakfast and some 

conversation. 

 The event is always well attended. It’s a great time for the veterans 

and their spouses  to gather together to socialize.   

  Thank you to all 

parishioners for supporting 

these monthly outreach 

events. Serving others in their 

needs is a sign of their 

Christian care and brotherly 

love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Other News: 
 

                 Holy Trinity donated a check to the Blessed Backpack Brigade, a local organization that feeds the 

needy and underprivileged with bi-weekly meals. They supply personal hygiene as well as clothing to those 

in need. Holy Trinity was happy to be able to sponsor a meal. 

 Since May 2025, the Holy Trinity Parish hall has been in daily use by several local AA groups. We 

are grateful to be able to support them by providing a welcoming space for their meetings. 
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    From our parishes… 
 

         St. Valentine ‘s Parish, Northampton, MA 
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From our parishes… 

Saint Casimir’s Parish, Lowell, MA 

 

• St. Casimir's Boston Red Sox trip 

 The Boston Red Sox, as part of their Cultural and Identity Celebra-

tion, held a Polish celebration day at Fenway park on June 11
th
. Members of 

St. Casimir’s and the Polish American Veterans (PAV) of Lowell filled a 

chartered bus for the trip to the park in Boston. Each of us received a free 

giveaway - a custom Red Sox Polska hat. It was fun to see many of the fans 

sporting the Polish colors.  

 

 

 The celebration started in the late af-

ternoon, prior to the start of the game. Pre-

game festivities on Jersey Street featured 

Polka music by the Eddie Forman Orchestra. 

People were dancing the polka and there 

was even some line dancing to the Polka 

beat.  

 

 In addition to the music, there was 

Polish food to enjoy before game time.  

A favorite of the pregame fun is Big League 

Brian with the number 1 ½! Big League Brian 

walks around the crowds, throws pitches for 

fans to catch, and takes fun photos with the 

kids. He can even balance the bill of a base-

ball cap on his nose.  

      The game was exciting, the park was full of fans, and best of all, the Red Sox won! 
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• ANS Summer Social 

 The women of St. Casimir’s ANS 

society, and invited guests, held a sum-

mer social event this August. The friends 

met at a local restaurant, Good Thymes in 

Lowell, MA to have lunch and socialize a 

bit. The annual event is a chance for ANS 

members and friends to celebrate the ac-

complishments made through the year.  

 

• Pastor Appreciation day 

 St. Casimir’s celebrated Pastor Ap-

preciation day on Sunday, June 22
nd

. This 

day is set aside to recognize the contribu-

tions and service provided by pastors in our 

church. On this day we note the great con-

tributions Father Tenus brings to our parish, 

such as preparing the weekly messages 

and sermons, visiting those in our parish 

who are sick or housebound, performing 

funeral masses, and celebrating the happy 

occasions such as marriages, Holy First 

Communions, and requests for special 

blessings. 

 Following Mass, parishioners gath-

ered at the hall to show our appreciation for 

Father Tenus. Co-chairs Robert Hunt and 

Robert Quirbach congratulated Father 

Tenus and thanked him for his work. Char-

lotte Stankewicz of the Fredrick Chopin 

choir and Paula Jones, treasurer of our 

ANS, presented Father Tenus with cards 

and gifts. Then we all enjoyed a beautiful brunch made by members of the ANS.  

 

 

• 50
th

 Wedding Anniversary Celebrated in St. Casimir's 

     On Sunday, August 3, 2025 Phyllis and Bob Hunt renewed their wedding vows.  Rev. Father Andrew 

Tenus officiated at the fiftieth anniversary celebration. 

 After renewing their vows, Father Andrew presented special gifts to them according to Polish cus-

tom.  Bob was gifted with a staff with a cross attached symbolizing the support of their continuing journey 

of life together.  It also symbolizes the support of Christ that ennobles their wedding life.  Phyllis was given 

a lovely floral crown which was created and made by Agnes Tenus. The crown represents the grace God 

has bestowed on their marriage with a blessing that one day they may both exchange it for a crown of eter-

nal glory and life.  
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 Bob and Phyllis are integral members of St. Casimir's Parish.  Bob is parish co-chairman and heads 

the upkeep and care of our parish cemetery.  He is “Johnny on the  spot” whenever anything needs fixing. 

 Phyllis is also involved in all facets of 

parish life.  She is an officer in the ANS and 

serves on the Parish committee.  Phyllis is a 

gardener and does much to maintain the 

parish grounds.  She is also the parish artis-

tic director.  Whenever anything needs to be 

displayed, she has just the right touch to 

make the church, parish center or grounds 

look beautiful.  Both Phyllis and Bob are 

Readers of Scripture during Mass. 

   Bob and Phyllis Hunt with family 

 

Helping Phyllis and Bob celebrate this momentous anniver-

sary were daughters Johanna Ford-Hunt and Maggie Ma-

son with her husband Mike.  Also in attendance were their 

three grandchildren, Ian Ford-Hunt, Emma Ford-Hunt and 

Patrick Mason.  

 St. Casimir’s Parish wishes this wonderful couple 

God's richest blessings and many happy times in the future. 
 

Bob and Phyllis Hunt after the Blessing on their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary 

 

• Back to School 

During  the summer months, the parishioners of St. Casimir's collected supplies for Lowell area  students 

returning to school in September. The event was sponsored by  the ANS society. Throughout the weeks 

leading up to August we accepted donations that included backpacks, notebooks, pens, pencils, and other  

items a student needs for a successful school year.  The  donations were brought to the Central Food Min-

istry by JoAnn Menzia,  Phyllis Hunt, and Paula Jones and delivered to a volunteer, Angel Colon.  

Central Food Ministry is volunteer organization, founded in  1994, that provides food, clothing, and house-

hold items to families in need. The majority of families/individuals come from the City of Lowell, but they 

also serve clients from Dracut, Billerica, Chelmsford, and Tewksbury. 

• Blessing of backpacks 

Back to school would not be the same without St. Casimir's annual blessing of the backpacks service.  A 

blessing of the backpacks involves prayers to send children off to school with God's presence and support. 

Here's to the young students returning to their studies after a summer of fun. Prayers and good wishes to 

them, their teachers, and their families.                                                                     By Janice Klimczak 
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From our parishes… 

      Holy Trinity Parish, Plantsville, CT 

 

 

 

• Annual Holiday Bazaar and Tag Sale. 

 On Saturday, November 1, 2025, Holy Trinity Parish in Plantsville, CT 

will host its Annual Holiday Bazaar and Tag Sale. As in previous years, the bazaar will feature craft ven-

dors, a basket raffle, a Baked Goods table, and a Christmas grab bag tree for the children.  However, the 

most eagerly awaited activity is the Polish Kitchen with its offerings of gołambki, pierogi, kielbasa, sauer-

kraut, and rye bread.  In addition, hot dogs will also be available.  Hours are 9 am to 3 pm, and there is no 

entry fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Basket Raffle (from previous year) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft vendor (from previous year) 

 

 

 By Marilyn Folcik  
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From our parishes… 

      Holy Cross Parish, Ware, MA 

 

• A Season of Renewal at Holy Cross Church in Ware 
 

 When Fr. Paweł Łukaszewicz arrived as the new pastor of Holy 

Cross Church in Ware, there was a sense that something fresh was be-

ginning. The parish, rooted in faith and tradition, quickly found new ener-

gy. Conversations after Mass turned into ideas, and those ideas soon 

became action. 

 

 One of the first hopes to emerge was to join hands with a local 

food bank. Rather than starting from scratch, the parish saw the value of 

partnership. By working together, Holy Cross will soon be able to serve meals to those in need, making 

sure no one in the community is forgotten at the table. 

 

 The spirit of giving didn’t stop there. Before the summer ended, parishioners organized their first 

school supply collection. Bags filled with notebooks, pencils, and crayons began to pile up—each item a 

small sign of love and support for a child. At the end of September, these supplies will be carried to a local 

Ware school, a gift from Holy Cross to help students start their year with confidence. 

 Life inside the parish has been just as lively. The kitchen has been buzzing with activity, as volun-

teers scrub, sort, and 

organize to prepare for 

future gatherings and 

the beloved Christmas 

Bazaar. The church 

grounds, too, have seen 

renewal, as old and 

damaged trees were 

cleared away, leaving 

the property open, safe, 

and welcoming. 
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 Through it all, the people of Holy Cross have 

discovered that the work itself is a blessing. Neighbors 

have met neighbors, friendships have deepened, and 

the parish is now hoping that, with God’s help, new 

faces will soon appear to share in this spirit of renewal. 

 

 As Holy Cross in Ware steps into this new sea-

son, guided by faith and hope, the story unfolding is 

one of gratitude. With God’s help, and under the lead-

ership of Fr. Paweł Łukaszewicz, the parish looks for-

ward to many more blessings yet to come.  

  By Monika Lukaszewicz 
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From our parishes… 

   St. Joseph Parish, Westfield, MA  

 

• Feeding the Hungry -Fourth Monday of Every Month 

 St. Joseph's Parish feeds the hungry in Westfield, MA 

(approximately 80 individuals), once a month on the fourth Monday. Indi-

vidual donation envelopes are located next 

to the Sunday collection basket for those 

who would like to contribute financially to 

this great cause, or you may contact the 

Parish Rectory via phone call or email using 

the Contact Us page. Please make checks payable to "St. Joseph's Food 

Bank". For those looking to volunteer, please contact Father Joe at the Recto-

ry or use the Contact Us page. 
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• Crowning of Mary 

 On Sunday, May 4th, we celebrated the Crowning of Mary.  Our church youth members assisted in 

placing a wreath of flowers and herbs on our statue of Mary to honor her as the Queen of Heaven and the 

Mother of God.  This is a yearly ceremony which included a procession to the front of the sanctuary where 

the children then placed the crown of flowers upon our statue of Mary.  This was followed by prayers and 

hymns. 

 

 Brady Soltysiak, 

Fr. Sr. Joseph Soltysiak's 

grandson, performing a 

piano piece for a small 

audience at Saint Josph's 

Social Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jonah Soltysiak, Fr. Sr. Joseph Soltysiak's grandson , ringing the church bells. 
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•    The new chairlift installed  

 The new chairlift was installed on July 

16th. It is fully functional and ready to be 

used by those parishioners who need assis-

tance entering and exiting the sanctuary. The 

Church is still accepting donations to help 

defray the cost of the new chairlift and in-

stallment. Thank you to those who have 

already donated.  

 

 

• Sunday School Graduation  

 Sunday School Graduation was 

held on June 8th. Father Joe distribut-

ed the graduation certificates and con-

gratulated the children who attended 

the ceremony. Afterwards, refresh-

ments and treats were served. Bless-

ings and congratulations to the gradu-

ates!  

 

 

• First Holy Communion  

 First Holy Communion for Scarlet, Carson and Brendan Jones of Saint Joseph's Parish.  Fr. Sr. Jo-

seph Soltysiak, pastor, giving a special sermon to 

his communion class.  These children are also part 

of Fr. Sr. and Ma, aka Janice's family. 
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• Blessing of the Wows 

 Fr. Sr. Soltysiak pf Saint Joseph's Parish in Westfield blesses the vows of Eugene and Elizabeth 

Paulson.  The Paulsons are celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary.  

 

 

 

 

 

• Memorial Day Cleanup and Repair 

 Due to the hard efforts of our Men's Club members and others, the American flag is once again 

proudly flying at our church and cemetery this Memorial Day. New lights were also installed in the ceme-

tery chapel cross and an engraved granite stone that was once part of the pillars at the entrance of the 

cemetery was moved to the bottom of the flag pole. Thank you to all who worked hard on this clean up and 

repair process! 
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• Fr. Sr. Joseph Soltysiak first round of chemo. He found out he has stage four small cell lung cancer. 

One day before his one year anniversary of his new liver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fourth round of chemo. Chemo has left him feel-

ing all around tired and that is it, no other physical 

symptoms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      By Janice Soltysiak 

 

        Being on the altar is all that he needs. 
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From our parishes… 

  Divine Providence Parish, Norwich, CT 

 

From the Parish’ life…. . 

 

• Ladies of the Blessed Sacrament — Adoration Society (ANS) 

 We are pleased that ANS has again become an active committee. 

We have 7 paid members who are all working hard. We had the pleasure 

of hosting a Holy Week event for the Diocese. We prepared a beautiful 

dinner for the Diocesan Bishop and the many clergymen who took part in 

this very beautiful service, the Chrism Mass. Holy Oils used throughout 

the diocese are blessed by the Diocesan Bishop and the priests renew 

their vows to Christ and his Holy Church. We adorned the church with a 

beautiful display of Easter flowers. Thank you, Peter Lehman, for picking 

them up and setting them in place. 

Taste of Poland night has proven to be a great time to raise funds. We have had three successful events 

so far, a bake sale and two other fundraisers. We have received some generous donations from church 

members to whom we are grateful, our goal is to help the Parish with expenses as well as helping mem-

bers and non-profit groups in the community. 

 Colleen Pinckney, ANS Financial Secretary & Treasurer 

 

• Bible Study 

 With new families and youth in the Church, we are taking the initiative of an upcoming Bible Study 

for young adults and a Sunday School for youth. We thank the grandchildren of recently departed Ray and 

Beverly Leyko, who have joined our Parish with their initiatives in community and youth involvement with 

great spirit, warmth, and dedication to faith. We look forward to spending this time with our youth. 

 

• Music Ministry 

 The organ plays tunefully the Amen’s, Peace Be With You responses, And Also With You, Thanks 

Be to God, Glory Be to You Lord, and Praise be to you Lord Jesus Christ in G-major. The happy, joyous 

key helps us understand God’s peace. Melodic and soft, full and airy, the organ sits on the preset 1 for the 

chosen instruments and sound, and is turned 2 notches to the left of N on the Transposer which lowers the 

scales to help our early morning songs reach the high notes. The rolling of the wooden cover when lifted, 

the soft yellow lights on the pages, the pedal resistance increasing volume of song, and the foot-keys’ 

deep, rich bass are all comforting and familiar. Likewise, the knowledge of the Preface key shift into the B-

flat provides a familiar reverence with B-flat and E-flat notes, and together with the words, the piety and 

sadness of the key shift and lyrics foretell and capture Jesus’ sadness in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Shortly after, hands lift left and right to play the Sanctus, joyful words of Hosanna sung in a sad key before 

Communion. Silence follows, with prayer of the Canon, remembering the Last Supper. With more prayer 

thereafter, we sing like a lullaby, “Our Father.” When I was young, the Our Father was played forcefully on 

the organ with power, as was the Sanctus, on preset 4, with powerful loud instruments that support 

the fear of the Lord and voices filled with a tone of fortitude. I still love playing the dramatic last reach over 

3 octaves for the last chord in Sanctus, but playing it softer, and especially playing Our Father softer, pro-

vides reflection over the words sung, and a chance for wisdom. 
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 Reflecting on Wisdom, I’ve been intending to write how I still have difficulty mastering the chords for 

our hymn to the Holy Spirit, whose lyrics include, “teach our hearts to know your wisdom.” Mysteriously 

enough, in writing about the music ministry throughout the Mass, six of the seven gifts of the Holy Spir-

it have already found their way into the writing study above; and the remaining gift is counsel - advice. In 

counsel, I advise everyone in their free time to download the Spotify app or open the website Spotify.com 

on their web browser, and enjoy listening to “Psalm 19: Your Words, Lord, Are Spirit and Life” by Bob 

Hurd, Craig Kingsbury, and Rick Modlin, found in the album or compilation “Journey songs Third Edition: 

Volume 1.” I also highly recommend Volumes 22 and 28. They are beautiful, inspiring compilations and 

they’re free. Happy listening! 

 Thank you to Lee, Sue, Karen, and the congregation for their part in my music journey, and to my 

parents, for without whom I would not be able to read music. I dedicate this piece in memory of Jenny, 

whose only memory of mine is her holding the church door open for me; let us continue to open welcoming 

doors for each other into the church with kindness, and practice difficult songs that the Spirit has yet to 

teach us, we still have more to learn about God’s wisdom for us. 

 Natalie, Organist 

 

• Church Bell and church benches 

 The construction of this beautiful, breathtaking church began in 1922. The bell, in its time, pealed 

every Sunday and at various hours daily. The ringing reminds the neighborhood that it is a special time of 

the day for worship and prayer. 

 The wooden pews were numbered from 18 to 59 and still stand. They are a shining reminder of the 

worshipful past. What became of the bench’s occupants?  Many are resting in peace for the Second Com-

ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Numerous elderly church members relocated to warmer climates so they could escape the harsh 

New England Winters. Unfortunately, others cannot get out of their homes. They are homebound alone. 

Despite the above factors, some are able to tune into Zoom and watch the Eastern Diocese Virtual Bible 

Study, every second Thursday of each month, from seven to eight p.m. 

 The church members now have the freedom to sit in any pews they desire. Nevertheless, the Polish 

National Catholic Church still stands. It shall always remain a beacon of hope, of love, and of worship for 

the people. 

 

It is a blessing, a miracle to our world. 

What part are you playing? 

What part can you play? 

Let the Bell, continue to peal out its melodious Hymns. 

 Rene Gagnon 
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National and Diocesan Events:  

 
  June 7, 2025 
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Sto Lat! to Rev. and Mrs. Robert Koerber!!! 
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PNA Council 303 Thanksgiving Raffle 

and Request for Your Support of our Youth and Diocesan Fraternalism 

 

 Dear Friends: 

 Our Council continues to support our diocese – especially our youth. This past Youth Retreat 

our District covered the costs for all the activities for our youth.  The council also supported the 

diocesan wide school supply drive this past summer.  Also, this November we will be helping one of 

our parishes sponsor a Thanksgiving Basket Drive to promote Fraternalism in our District/

Council.  Please consider supporting this endeavor as it benefits our youth and diocese with 

Fraternal Activities.  

The Thanksgiving Raffle will take place on Sunday, November 23, 2025, immediately following the 

Thanksgiving Brunch at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River.  One $50.00 and two $25.00 cash prizes 

are being awarded.  

 Tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00 and 7 for $10.00.  Please download the tickets and make as 

many copies as necessary.  Your generous support of our District 3 fund raiser is greatly appreciated.  

Ask your Pastor for tickets!!! 

 Checks in payment for the Thanksgiving Raffle tickets should be made payable to “Blessed Trinity - 

PNA Council 303”.  Checks and ticket stubs should be returned to PNA Council 303 c/o Blessed 

Trinity Parish, 37 Winthrop Street, Fall River, MA 02721. 

 Thank you for your help in this fund-raising effort for our Council. 

Fraternally yours, 

 Brenda Richard 
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“Know Your Faith, Grow in Christ”  

 Discipleship 2025 

 

The Eastern Diocese Mission and Evangelism (EDME) Commission exists to inspire, en-

courage, and support our parishes in their spiritual growth (internal mission) and to equip them to 

share the Good News in practical ways within their communities (external mission). Growth occurs 

as we deepen our understanding of the faith, spend time with Jesus in prayer and study, and share 

God’s love with others in tangible ways. 

The EDME Commission offers resources such as monthly prayer calendars, special Wednesday pray-

ers at noon, and a virtual program titled "Know Your Faith — Grow in Christ," held on the sec-

ond Thursday of each month. 

In 2024, the program reflected on the person of Jesus” mission, and how the first Christians under-

stood and lived their faith in Him. In 2025, we are focusing on Jesus Christ human and divine nature, 

prophecies , mission, miracles and who He is foe us today. For this year  monthly topics see page 6 

of this Newsletter. 

We warmly invite you and your friends to participate so we can all “Know and Grow” together! 

Is your parish actively engaged in outreach to the community? If you’re looking for inspiration, the 

EDME provides suggestions for outreach initiatives, with a new focus each quarter. 

The more we experience the light of Christ through learning, fellowship, prayer, and almsgiving, the 

more brightly our Church will shine, drawing others back to the Lord. Skeptical? Give it a try and 

see how God can trans-
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2025 
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✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠ 
 

FROM THE CHANCERY OFFICE  
   

Reminder: Our diocesan family is being asked to 

pray  each Wednesday at 12 Noon for the intention 

of our parishes, our diocese, and our Polish 

National Catholic Church. 

We also pray for healing and peace in our 

communities, nation, and world. 

Prayers for November and December will be announced via internet to all parishes of the Eastern Diocese.  

 

We thank all parishes that participated in the collection of school supplies in July and August to benefit the 

needy youth in our communities. Your efforts can be seen in this issue of The Messenger. 

 

For the months of October and November, the Mission and Evangelism Commission of the Eastern 

Diocese is encouraging parishes to hold collections of clothing and other items to be given to veteran 

organizations in our communities who aid those who defended our nation and now need our respectful 

assistance.  

Assignments:  

• We pray for the soul of Father Senior Joseph Krusienski, who died this past June. 

• Because of this unexpected death, the recently ordained Father Justin Daviault was appointed as 

pastor of Holy Trinity Parish in Plantsville, CT, and Administrator of St. Casimir Parish in Wallingford, 

CT, effective August 1, 2025. 

• Father Thomas Walsh was suspended as a priest of the PNCC, effective July 6, 2025.  

• Father Pawel Dudek was appointed Administrator of St. Joseph of Stratford Parish, Stratford, CT, 

effective August 1, 2025. 

• Father Pawel Lukaszewicz was released as pastor of Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish, Chicopee, MA, 

effective August 1, 2025. 

• Father Pawel Lukaszewicz was appointed as pastor of Holy Cross Parish, Ware, MA, effective August 

1, 2025.  

 
 

Diocesan and National Meetings: (all times are Eastern) 

• Tuesday, October 2 - Union of Scranton Theological Commission Zoom Meeting - 10:00 AM 

• Saturday, October 11 - A.N.S. - National Board Meeting - National Church Center, Scranton, PA. 

• Monday, October 13 - Wednesday, October 15 - National Clergy Conference, Holy Mother of the 
Rosary Cathedral, Lancaster, NY 

• Monday, October 20 - Wednesday, October 22, National Mission and Evangelism Commission Zoom 
Meeting. 
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• Tuesday, October 28, - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 2:00 PM. 

No other meetings are scheduled as of October 1, 2025. 

 

Diocesan and National Liturgical Celebrations: (all times are Eastern) 

• Thursday, October 2 - Feast of the Guardian Angels 

• Saturday, October 4  - Commemoration - Saint Francis of Assisi (blessing of animals) 

      sp. Bishop Joseph Tomczyk (1995) 

• Sunday, October 5 - Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Tuesday, October 7 - Solemnity of our Holy Mother of the Rosary 

• Sunday, October 12 - Solemnity of the Christian Family 

• Monday, October 13 - Columbus Day Federal Holiday 

• Saturday, October 18 - Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist 

• Sunday, October 19 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Heritage Sunday observed 

sp. Bishop Walter Slowakiewicz (1978)  

sp. Eugene Magyar (1968) 

• Friday, October 24 - Feast of Saint Raphael, Archangel 

• Sunday, October 26 - Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Tuesday, October 28 - Feast of Saints Simon & Jude, Apostles 

• Saturday, November 1 - Solemnity of All Saints 

• Sunday, November 2 - Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

-sp. Bishop Stanley Bilinski (2018)  

Daylight Savings Time ends  

• Monday, November 3 - Observance of All Souls (translated) 

• Tuesday, November 4 - Election Day - U.S.A. 

• Sunday, November 9 - Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Tuesday, November 11 - Veterans Day Federal Holiday 

• Sunday, November 16 - Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Friday, November 21 - Solemnity of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Sunday, November 23 - Solemnity of Christ the King 

• Thursday, November 27 - Thanksgiving Day Federal Holiday 

Sunday, November 30 - First Sunday of Advent     (Cycle “A” and Year II readings begin) 

• Monday, December 1 - Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

• Wednesday, December 3 - Rorate Mass may be celebrated 

• Sunday, December 7 - Second Sunday in Advent 
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• Monday, December 8 - Solemnity of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

       sp. Bishop Casimir Grotnik (2005)  

• Wednesday, December 10 - Rorate Mass may be celebrated 

• Friday, December 12 - Solemnity of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

• Sunday, December 14 - Third Sunday in Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 

• Wednesday, December 17 - Rorate Mass may be celebrated 

• Sunday, December 21 - Fourth Sunday in Advent 

• Monday, December 22 - Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle (translated) 

• Wednesday, December 24 - Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord 

• Thursday, December 25 - Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord 

• Friday, December 26 - Feast of Saint Stephen, Deacon & Proto-Martyr 

• Saturday, December 27 - Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 

• Sunday, December 28 - Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds 

       sp. Bishop John Gritenas (1928)  

 

Diocesan and National Event Schedule: (all times are Eastern) 

 

• Thursday, October 9 - Eastern Diocese-wide Zoom Study of Know Your Faith - Grow in Christ, “The 
Person of Jesus Christ, His Identity and Mission” - “Jesus’ Disciples” led by Father Robert Koerber - 7:00 
PM 

• Tuesday, November 11 - Thursday, November 13 - Eastern Diocese Clergy Retreat, Mercy by the Sea 
Retreat Center, Madison, CT 

• Thursday, November 13 - Eastern Diocese-wide Zoom Study of Know Your Faith - Grow in Christ, “The 
Person of Jesus Christ, His Identity and Mission” - “Jesus for the First Christians” led by Father Pawel 
Lukaszewicz - 7:00 PM 

• Sunday, November 23 - PNA Council 303 Thanksgiving Raffle Drawing (benefiting youth programs of 
the Eastern Diocese - Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI - 10:00 AM 

• Thursday, December 11 - Eastern Diocese-wide Zoom Study of Know Your Faith - Grow in Christ, “The 
Person of Jesus Christ, His Identity and Mission” - “Jesus for Us Today” led by Father Krzysztof Rogalski - 
7:00 PM 

• Sunday, December 22 - Northeast Seniorate Candle Lighting Service - Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall 

River, MA  - 4:00 PM 
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 By Fr. Adam Czarnecki 
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Holy Trinity Cathedral 

166 Pearl St., Manchester, NH-03104-4236 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Pastor 

(603)622-4524 

St. Joseph’s Parish 

73 Main St., Westfield, MA 01085-3189 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Pastor 

(413)562-4403 

Blessed Trinity Parish 

37 Winthrop St., Fall River, MA 02721—2541 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Pastor 
(508)672-4854 

St. Valentine’s Parish 

127 King St., Northampton, MA 01060-3234 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Pastor 
(413)584-0133 

St. Casimir’s Parish 

268 Lakeview Avenue, Lowell, MA 01850-2313 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus, Pastor 
(978)453-0742 

Divine Providence Parish 

11 Silver St., Norwich, CT 06360-4731 

Rev. Christopher Rogalski, Pastor 
(860)887-2812 

Holy Cross Parish 

320 High St, Central Falls, RI 02863-3108 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Administrator 
(401)722-5130 

Holy Saviour Parish 

118 Prospect St., Naugatuck, CT 06770-3056 

Rev. Paul Dudek, Pastor 
(203)729-4035 

Our Saviour’s Parish 

500 Smithfield Rd., Woonsocket, RI 02895-6285 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Pastor 
(401)762-3072 

Holy Trinity Parish 

200 Summer St., Plantsville, CT 06479-1119 

Rev.  Justin Daviault, Pastor 
(860)628-0736 

Holy Cross Parish 

61 Maple St., Ware, MA 01082-1545 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz, Pastor 
(413)967-5233 

St. Casimir Parish 

240 Quinnipiac St., Wallingford, CT 01850-2313 

Rev. ,Justin Daviault, Administrator 
(203)294-8888 

Holy Trinity Parish 

68 Lake St., Webster, MA 01570-2160 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Administrator 
(508)-943-0608 / (401)-762-3072 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

23 Golway St., Manchester, CT 06042-2016 

Rev. Adam Piekarzewski-Pastor 
(860)643-5906 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish 

26 Bell St., Chicopee, MA 01013-3002 

(413)592-2032 

St. Joseph’s Parish 

1300 Stratford Rd., Stratford, CT 06615-7639 

Rev. Paul Dudek, Administrator 

 (203) 377-9901 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish 

15 Thayer St., South Deerfield, MA 01373-1136 

Rev. Robert Koerber, Pastor 

(413)665-2129  /  (413)530-8575 

 

Parishes of the Eastern Diocese 

Diocesan Chaplains 

Mission & Evangelism Commission 

Rev. Robert Koerber  

Scouting Commission 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki 

Ladies Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament  

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak 

United Choirs 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz 

Polish National Alliance—Council 303 

 Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

Youth Commission 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

School of Christian Living 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak 

Deacon Program 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Men's Society of the  Resurrection 

 

Lay Ministries  

Rev. Adam Czarnecki 
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Editor: Rev. Dr. Henryk Wos 
Corrections: Mrs. Karen Sobiechowski 
Controller: Rt. Rev. Bp. Paul Sobiechowski 
 

• 2025 THE MESSENGER deadline for articles: 
 

Winter issue: November 20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The e-mail address to send articles is:  

woshenryk@gmail.com 

All issues of THE MESSENGER are available on  

diocesan website: 

 http://www.easterndiocesepncc.org, or through the 

smart phone app “Eastern Diocese PNCC.” 

    The quality and style of this newsletter de-

pends upon your cooperation. It is also a great 

way to let others know about our church, parishes 

and people. We look forward to your contribu-

tions! 

 

Our diocesan family is being asked to 
pray the “prayer selected for the month”  

and the “Our Father” prayer found in the 
PNCC Prayer Book each Wednesday at 

12 Noon. 

These monthly prayers are sent to Eastern Diocesan parishes 
by the Mission and Evangelism Commission. The commission also publishes a 
monthly Prayer calendar. May these prayer tools build up the prayer life of our 

faithful. 

Prayers for November and December will be announced 

via internet to all parishes of the Eastern Diocese.  
 

In October we pray:  

 Lord, bless us with the wisdom to praise You in Spirit and in truth, 
so that by following Your holy will we may gain eternal salvation. May we 
be instruments of Your divine plan that righteousness may triumph over 
evil. May Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Amen.  (PNCC Book of Devotions and Prayers) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

During the months of October, November, and December the Mission and 

Evangelism Commission is asking all parishes of the Eastern Diocese to take 

up collections of WARM CLOTHING that can be distributed to the needy in the 

local communities. Please remember to take pictures and to submit short arti-

cles of your efforts for the next edition of The Messenger.  

By Krysia Newman  

http://www.easterndiocesepncc.org,

