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Dear Idaho Sisters in Christ, 
 
What a beautiful time to be a Catholic Woman in Idaho.  Beautiful in that through our 
struggles, sorrows, and happiness as Catholic women, we are encouraged by God to be 
better, to grow in our faith, to become saints.  Through our saints, the past women of 
ICCW, and our own mothers and grandmothers, we learn to grow through the troubles 
and bloom into the women of today’s ICCW. I am humbled and honored that you have 
chosen me to lead us in celebration of our past and to give Glory to God now with our 
endeavors in passing the faith to our children.  
 
Our theme for the next two years is: “Through Him, With Him, and In Him.”  When I was 
approached a few years back about becoming president, this prayer in the doxology kept 
going through my mind.  All the activities we do also kept running through my mind: How 
as women in our parishes we are called on to pass the faith down to our children in our 
homes and in CCD programs, feed the stomachs of our parish and family members, 
clean up our parishes and homes, smile and keep everything beautiful.  But if it isn’t 
done “Through God, With Jesus, and In the Holy Spirit”, it is all for naught.  It becomes 
stuff in bins and forgotten images on old photos. Our legacy, our now, and our future are 
our children.  Like our patron, Our Lady of Good Council, who we are and who we will be 
remembered as, must be through our Lord.  Thus, my theme becomes a rallying cry for a 
church much in need of our efforts and prayers.  
 
During the next two years, we will celebrate our past with the 100 Year Celebration; 
gather in prayer during the semi-annual retreat; sponsor and enjoy the annual Catholic 
Woman’s Conference with Salt & Light Radio and the Diocese; meet with you in retreats 
held in your parishes; and serve you, our hard working Catholic women, by offering re-
sources to help you become saints within your homes and parishes.  Your ICCW Board 
wants to help you with your needs within your families and parishes, so contact us 
through our growing website www.idahoccw.org. We encourage you to share your pic-
tures and events on our Facebook page. Your ideas and events can help other women 
in our great state to grow in their faith.  
 
May God keep you and your families close to His joy. 
 

Kari M Stockwell 
 

A Few Words from our President September 2019 
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Cathryn Gardner & Kari Stockwell 
 
   Salt and Light Radio’s conference, only a few years old, was a 

resounding success. The Catholic radio station hosted a day-long 

conference at the Boise Centre in the middle of Boise’s vibrant 

downtown, featuring dynamic speakers Johnette Williams, Sister 

Mary Clare and Lorissa Horn. Women attending were treated to a 

day long experience on “grace”, in line with the title of the confer-

ence, Magnifying Grace. Starting 

with the Gospel reading at morning mass, which told the story of Mary 

visiting Elizabeth while they were both expecting and John leaping for 

joy in the womb, Mary was often the focus of the speakers that pre-

sented. She was examined as a model for accepting the grace that 

God gives us, and we were encouraged to use her as an example for 

striving to live a grace filled life.  

On display next to the speakers podium in the main room was 

the conference’s crowning achievement: a relic of St. Faustina that 

had just been approved to stay at Our Lady of the Rosary parish in 

Boise. This holy relic had just been brought over from Poland and af-

ter the conference will be housed in a special space built by Our Lady 

of the Rosary for such an important item. Conference attendees were 

encouraged to spend some time in prayer or meditation near the relic, 

and to bless any items or rosaries they had brought.  

Along with guest speakers and a scrumptious coffee and tea 

bar provided by the Boise Centre, the conference had several other 

amenities available. Participants were treated to a plated breakfast 

and a filling salad for lunch, as well as cookies for the road after the final prayer. Other rooms of-

fered reconciliation with several priests from the Treasure Valley, adoration all day long, a Mother’s 

Room for young mothers and their children and a Catholic Marketplace with a wide variety of ven-

dors and organizations. Our very own ICCW officers manned a table in the Marketplace, which 

was very prominently placed and attracted a lot of attention from current members and other inter-

ested women.  
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Idaho Catholic Woman’s Conference 



 

This year, ICCW had the honor of co-hosting the annual 

Catholic Woman’s Conference in Boise with Salt & Light Ra-

dio and St. Alphonsus.  Our newly minted Public Affairs of-

ficer created all of the public announcements you saw in 

your parish such as the posters, the online advertisements, 

the brochures in the bags, and the cards for future volunteer-

ing offered at the Conference.  Hats off and a big congratula-

tions on a project that was beautifully done to Bizzy Schorr!!   

Our Executive Board began meeting with Salt & Light in January to format, bring ideas, and step for-

ward to do the many projects that needed to be done before the doors opened that chilly October 

12
th
.  Through this collaboration, ICCW volunteered to create the table decorations needed for 60 

tables.  Through the colors chosen by the group, the daughter of 

our President, Christina Stockwell Emerson started creating by 

hand the ribbon roses that we saw on the tables.  Through the 

80hrs of work from Christina and Kari, 180 flowers were made for 

this Conference and in future Conferences and Conventions

( hint!).    

Bizzy saw the potential need for nursing moms to have a place 

throughout the day to take care of their little ones, and from this vision a Mom’s room was created.  

Throughout the Conference, many of the moms took advantage of this room to care for their babies.  

At one time, there were three nursing moms in the room.  Seeing these young Catholic moms caring 

for their children and yet still being able to participate in the Conference was a breath of fresh air.  It 

would be neat to have nursing moms at the convention and in our CCW’s.   

If you were able to make this extraordinary event, feel free to post something on the ICCW Face-

book page or send any pictures you took into the 

ICCW Secretary, Cathryn Gardner (formally Volk, yes, 

married!). For members unable to attend this year, the 

date for next year’s conference has already been set.  

Please mark your calendars for September 19, 2020 at 

the Boise Centre in downtown Boise.  ICCW will once 

again partner with Salt & Light for what is sure to be 

another spiritually fulfilling conference! 
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Rose Glass 
Past President 

10 Notable Convention Items 
 

Be Faithful was the theme for the 2019 ICCW Convention held in Pocatello.  From 

the centerpieces, registration desk, convention bags, decorations and individual fa-

vors.  The Convention Committee had a great time with the black and yellow theme.   

Engaging, compelling, entertaining, enlightening, heartbreaking and always electric, definitely sums up 

Speaker Judy Hehr.  Judy was one of the outstanding speakers who shared her personal life struggles 

with humor and her gift of making the connection between theology and reality in our daily lives.  Judy 

stayed for the entire convention and added so much to the experience. 

Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist-FSE, Sister Anthony Marie was our lunch-

eon speaker.  She shared so many insights into strengthening family life.  The 

Franciscan Sisters offer many retreats with great topics such as the Women of 

the Bible.  They are an excellent training source to explore.   

Attending Idaho’s Convention NCCW President Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski 

was so enlightening.  She participated in the entire 

conference from helping setup to attending everything.  

She shared her thoughts and recommendations and 

provided a wealth of information.  She encourages eve-

ryone to try and attend the 2020 National Convention in 

Washington DC.  She looks forward to seeing everyone 

again.   

ICCW Board provided great displays, prayer services, and training presentations 

as well as a wonderful memorial service.  We forget about the talent that we all 

bring to the table.  We should be very proud. 

Thomas Smith graced the convention with a wonderful presentation about woman 

and faith and really addressed the Be Faithful Theme.  He is an amazing speaker and is from McCammon, 

Idaho and is currently part of the Holy Spirit Community Staff. 
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ICCW 2019 Convention in Pocatello! 
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ICCW 2019 Convention in Pocatello! 

Herstory Celebration was the Friday Night 

Dinner, Meet and Greet.  It was so much 

fun with women dressing in costume rep-

resenting their favorite decade.  The 50’s, 

60’s, 70’s and 80’s were well represented.  

Judy Hehr shared her personal testimony 

and participants shared their story behind 

their costume.  The overall winner was 

Joan Ozmun, St. John Paul II, Idaho Falls 

with her wild 60’s costume.   

Family Services Alliance was the charity of choice for this convention.  Through the efforts of the 

attendees 10 large boxes full of toiletries were delivered to the Women’s shelter in Pocatello.  This 

shelter helps with human trafficking, domestic abuse and homelessness.  From the donations, hun-

dreds of Health Packets were created for new arrivals.  Thank you!    

Under Convention Chair Kelli Hall’s Leadership, the Convention Committee outdid themselves.  

From Decoration, Crafts, the Meditation Room, Prayer Services, the successful auctions, the plan-

ning, the marvelous meals, accommodations, Hospitality Room and just working so hard to create a 

wonderful experience for all.  Thank you.  

Last but not least, Louanna Maheras of the Pocatello’s Holy Spirit Catholic Community was select-

ed as Woman of the Year.  She received a silver necklace with an engraved heart of the Madonna 

and Child.  Other nominees were Susan Pirrong, St. John’s Cathedral Boise and Ethel Rourke, Cor-

pus Christi Fruitland.   

Once again, I thank everyone who attended the convention, my convention 

committee, my officers and especially all 

ICCW Members in Idaho.   Please mark 

your calendars to attend the 2021 Con-

vention and answer the call if you are 

needed.   Plan to bring a new mem-

ber and just have fun! 

 

 



Bizzy Schorr,  

Public Affairs 

That’s right, the ICCW website is back up and running! We 

purchased a new domain, “idahoccw.org,” and have rebuilt 

the site on a new platform called, eCatholic. As you may sur-

mise, eCatholic caters specifically to Catholic ministries and 

is used by many current and successful ministries, including 

a myriad of churches, archdioceses, catholic schools and 

others. This platform makes editing and updating very sim-

ple. Moving forward we will not only have a Public Affairs 

Officer, Bizzy Schorr in charge of keeping the site running, 

but other board members can also help keep things up to date.  

The new site will have information about ICCW, events for ICCW and parish affiliates, membership information and 

forms, and all kinds of documents and resources for our members and affiliates. Through eCatholic, ICCW has access 

to a library of beautiful stock photos than can be used not only for the website but for other marketing purposes, allow-

ing us to upgrade our image to be more professional and to be more attractive and helpful to current and potential mem-

bers.  

As we move forward in developing the content on the site, we are particularly looking forward to using eCatholic mod-

ules for forms and payment processing, allowing members to initiate or renew membership, and register for events digi-

tally.  

Please keep an eye on the website for upcoming events, convention details, and other exciting resources! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Membership Drive Nov.-Jan  

 

Biannual Summer Retreat 

   Cascade, Trinity Pines 

   27-28 July 2020 

100th Anniversary Ball 

   Boise 

   18 September 2020 

Catholic Woman’s Conference 

   On The Grove 

   19 September 2020 

War Room Retreat 

   Gooding, ID 

   25 January 2020 

Website:  Idahoccw.org 
Facebook: Idaho Council of 
Catholic Women 

Contributing Writers 

Cathryn Gardner 

Rose Glass 

Bizzy Schorr 

Online Publisher/Editor 

Cathryn Volk & Bizzy 

Schorr 

 

Easel Chief Editor 

Kari Stockwell 
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