
By his words and example, Pope Francis reminds us of all we are called to do as followers of Jesus Christ—reach out to the 

poor, comfort the sorrowing, and in all things show mercy.  “Mercy,” our Holy Father tells us, “is the very foundation of the Church’s 

life.  All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers” (Misericordiae Vultus, no. 10). 

      I am pleased to report that these Christian ideals are alive and well in the Diocese of Metuchen.  

It has been nearly 14 years since I was installed as your bishop, yet I never cease to be amazed by the 

level of generosity and the commitment to the Catholic faith that I find throughout Middlesex, Somerset, 

Hunterdon and Warren counties.  Even with ever-increasing demands on your time and financial     

resources, you continue to give and remain devoted to our faith.  Without you, all of the wonderful and 

meaningful work being done by our diocesan ministries would not be possible. 

      From my vantage point, I can see the tremendous impact of your gifts.  You may never know 

those who are blessed to be the beneficiaries of your kindness, but let me assure you that you are 

making a life-changing difference for real people.  I know how much your generosity means to the   

single, pregnant mother who is receiving quality neo-natal care, and to the homeless family that has 

been given a safe, warm place to sleep and the tools to improve their circumstances. 

Perhaps even more important is the impact of your gift in the long-term.  By nurturing the faith formation of our youth,     

keeping our families strong and preparing our seminarians for life in the priesthood, the sacrifices you are making now will be felt for 

generations to come. 

As the recipient of your generosity, the Diocese of Metuchen is responsible for the careful management of the gifts you have 

entrusted to us.  It is a responsibility we take very seriously and we are committed to the highest standards of good stewardship and 

accountability.  We are keenly aware that the future of our diocese depends on fiscal stability and our ability to sustain vi tal ministries 

and programs.  As you review the financial results, be aware that the expenses presented include actuarial valuation adjustments to 

pensions and insurances, as well as unrealized investment losses which affect our financial statements but do not affect our current 

operations. 

Part of my responsibility to you, our stakeholders, is to share an annual update of 

the diocesan financial position. The findings of our most recent audit by an independent 

accounting firm has been summarized for you, making it easier to read.  More importantly, 

the following pages provide a glimpse of the many ministries reaching thousands of people 

each day. 

 I wish to recognize the Diocesan Finance Council, a group of dedicated, profes-

sional individuals who provide exemplary and valuable oversight of our budget and financial 

portfolio.  I am also grateful to our priests and religious, our diocesan and Catholic Charities 

staff, Catholic school teachers and the dedicated volunteers who carry out the Lord’s work 

and minister to the varied needs of our people. 

I hope when you read this annual report, you will see how your gifts and prayerful 

support are making a real difference and bringing the merciful love of the Father to the lives 

of so many.  God bless you. 

 

     

        Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, DD 

        Bishop of Metuchen 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 

Holy Thursday Washing of the Feet 



OUR MISSION is to evangelize all people, at all times, and in all places.   

We are to proclaim the MESSAGE of Jesus;  

to teach His TRUTH;  

to extend His LOVE to people of all ages. 
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 The love of God consoles, pardons and instills hope.  We 

extend that love to our brothers and sisters who are sick, lonely, 

suffering or grieving through a network of Consolation   

Ministries which includes Prison Ministry, Hospital 

Chaplaincy, Bereavement Ministry and Support 

Groups for Separated and Divorced Catholics. 

 Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen served 59,000 

people of all faiths last year through more than 100 programs in 

eight service areas.  Your financial support helped to meet the 

growing demand for shelters and transitional housing, basic 

needs assistance, individual and family counseling, youth       

services and disaster relief.  By your sacrificial giving, you       

extended a helping hand to those hit with the hardships of life. 

 Recognizing the unique gifts individuals with disabilities have 

to offer the Church and society, the Ministry for Persons 

with Disabilities actively invites differently abled people into 

full participation in the liturgical, sacramental and community life 

of the Church.  The ministry also offers support for caregivers and 

encourages parishes to make every accommodation necessary to 

allow the inclusion of all people.  

 By your generosity, you support the formation of our          

Seminarians and Deacons, and the ongoing education of 

our priests.  You also ensure that our Retired Priests who 

have served, and continue to serve, so faithfully will receive     

suitable care in their later years. 

 Our Church is called to share the Gospel by proclaiming a 

message of hope and peace, celebrating the sacraments and 

serving others.  Your gift helps to provide resources for parishes 

through many ministries and apostolates including, RCIA, 

Evangelization and Multi-Cultural Ministries. 

 Shaping the hearts and minds of our youth is a priority in the 

Diocese of Metuchen.  Through the work of the Office of 

Schools, the Office for Catechesis, the Office of 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry our  children, teens       

and young adults grow to understand their faith and their         

responsibilities as Christians.  Your financial support will help   

preserve our faith for future generations.   



REVENUE          2015 

Bishop's Annual Appeal 6,848,412 

Assessment Revenue from Parishes (net) 6,908,011  

Program Fees and Special Events Revenue 2,162,042 

Cemetery Operations 3,646,099 

Self Insurance Programs 6,546,024 

Investment Income 2,700,734 

Restricted Donations & Bequests 1,216,938 

TOTAL REVENUE, GAINS                                     
& OTHER SUPPORT 

$30,028,260 

                   EXPENSES 2015 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

Catholic Schools:  Administration & Subsidies to 
    Diocesan and Parish Schools 4,730,449   

Catechesis, Evangelization,                                                         
    Youth & Young Adult Ministry 1,222,833   

Tuition Grants 934,579   

Catholic Spirit Newspaper 713,761   

Catholic Center at Rutgers 658,449  

Family & Respect Life Activities 505,547   

Hispanic & Multi-Cultural Ministry 237,905    

  9,003,522 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY  

Cemetery Operations & Maintenance 
    (including additions to Perpetual Care Funds) 3,080,864   

Catholic Charities & Social Ministry 1,746,971   

Hospital Chaplains 622,621   

Prison Ministry 119,735   

Generous Diocese Grants 21,314   

  5,591,504 

VOCATIONS, CLERGY, RELIGIOUS LIFE  

Actuarial Valuation Adjustment for Diocesan Clergy 
    Pension & Post Retirement Expenses 2,958,198   

Ministry to Clergy & Religious Men and Women 502,885   

Seminarian Education & Formation 574,727   

Maria Regina Retirement Home for Clergy 407,098   

Formation of Permanent Deacons 167,629   

 
 4,610,537 

DIOCESAN AND PARISH CENTRALIZED SERVICES  

Centralized Diocesan & Parish Support for Human 
    Resources, Finance, Investment Management and  
    Insurance Programs 4,583,399   

Claims and Premiums paid in Self-Insured  
    Property & Liability Insurance Program 3,228,209   

Return on Parish Investments 1,747,477   

Actuarial Valuation Adjustment to Diocesan  
    Self-Insurance Programs 1,199,400   

Technology Support 593,076   

Internal Audit and Child & Youth Protection 451,395   

Legal & Mediation Services 359,140   

  12,162,096 

ADMINISTRATION  

Chancery Operations 826,784   

Tribunal 377,102   

Assessments by Vatican & Catholic Conferences 265,841   

  1,469,727 

Temporal  

Fundraising Expenses for Bishop's Appeal 
    and Other Events 985,420   

Facilities & Property Maintenance and Operations   1,418,422   

Fixed Asset Depreciation & Gain/Loss on Sale 419,103   

Net Unrealized & Realized Gain on investments 178,825  

  3,001,770 

Human Capital  

Health & Pension Benefits for Clergy and Laity 1,682,869   

  1,682,869 

TOTAL EXPENSES 37,522,025  

 
 

 

WHERE THE MONEY CAME FROM 

HOW IT WAS SPENT 
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The financial statements presented here are excerpted from the audited annual 

report prepared by the accounting firm of Donohue, Giornda and Doria, CPAs.  

The referenced annual report is on file at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, 

Piscataway, and is available upon request. 



 

Who We Are               
2014-2015 Fiscal Year 

 

COUNTIES 

 Middlesex 

 Somerset 

 Hunterdon 

 Warren 

 

POPULATION 

 Diocese:  639,758 

 Overall:  1,390,778 

 

PARISHES:  90 

 

SCHOOLS:  27                                                  

 (22 elementary, 5 high schools) 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL                                    

ENROLLMENT:   9,901 

 Pre-K through Grade 8:  7,174 

 Secondary:  2,727 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                   

ENROLLMENT:  30,361 

 Elementary:  29,615 

 Secondary:  746 

 

PERSONNEL 

 Priests:  234 

 Seminarians:  15 

 Permanent Deacons:  153 

 Women Religious:  246 

 Men Religious:  15 

 

CEMETERIES 

 Diocesan Cemeteries:  2 

 Parochial Cemeteries:  33 

 

RECEPTION                                                 

INTO THE CHURCH:  4,582 

 Infant Baptisms:  4,178 

 Adult Baptisms:  112 

 Received into                                           

    full communion:  292 

 

OTHER STATISTICS 

 First Communions:  5,226 

 Confirmations:  5,279 

 Marriages:  854 

 Deaths:  3,431 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

 Number assisted in : 

      Health Care Centers:  22,965 

    Day Care and     

              Extended Day Care:  243 

    Homes for the Aged:  6,172 

    Specialized 

         Half-way Homes:  214 

    Social Service Centers:  37,603 

Foundation for Catholic Education: 

Grants are issued each year to provide 

tuition assistance to needy families within 

our diocese whose children attend dioce-

san Catholic schools. 

The Catholic Center at Rutgers: Pro-

vides for the outreach ministry to the young 

men and women on the New Brunswick 

campus of Rutgers University. 

The following is a description of some of the special funds designated for specific      

ministries.  Gifts and bequests may be restricted by the donor for these purposes. 

Catholic Charities: Gifts are directed to 

the support of social services provided by 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen. 

Priestly Education: Supports seminari-

an education. 

Maria Regina Residence: Supports the 

operations of the Maria Regina Residence, 

the priest retirement home. 

Funding Special Ministries                 
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Top Photo:  Teens attend Youth Day at Great Adventure. 
 

Bottom Photo:  Catholic Student Association at Rutgers University preparing for trip         

to Philadelphia to see Pope Francis. 


