
Mission Moderator Guidelines 
(Parish Religious Education Programs) 

 
 
 

Description: 
 
A Mission Moderator for the Missionary Childhood Association in the 
Diocese of Metuchen is a particular member of the parish Catechists or 
dedicated volunteer whose special task is to raise the level of mission 
consciousness among the students and teachers of the parish religious 
education program.  The Moderator is supported in this work by the staff 
of the Pontifical Missions Office as well as the office for Religious 
Education.  
 
Qualifications: 
 
This person(s) should be a dedicated member of the catechetical program, 
and one who has the confidence of both the students and the faculty.  If 
he/she has had a Mission or trans-cultural experience, it would be 
excellent.  However, this is not essential to fulfill this position.  The most 
important qualification is an appreciation of the importance of a 
“missionary spirituality” in the life of the Church and an understanding of 
what it means to be “missionary” (See reference booklet. “To the Ends of 
the Earth”-A summary of the Pastoral Statement on World Mission, 1986; 
and the statement”Teaching the Spirit of Mission Ad Gentes” 2005; by the 
U.S. conference of Catholic Bishops.)  Teaching the Spirit of Mission Ad 
Gentes 
 
 

Task and Activities 
 
1. Maintain contact with the Missionary Childhood Association office 

in the Diocese of Metuchen which directs the mission education 
and projects of our schools and parishes. 
 

2. At the beginning of the school year, meet with the Pastor and PCL 
to enlist their cooperation and input prior to planning the mission 
programs and projects for the year. 

 
3. Integrate mission awareness and education in the parish religious 

education curriculum through the use of the Missionary Childhood 
programs:   

 Membership/It’s Our World 

 MCA Around the World 

 Going the Extra Mile for Kids in need of Jesus 

 Advent and Lenten Programs  

 Christmas Cards/Art Contest 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/teaching-the-spirit-of-mission-ad-gentes-continuing-pentecost-today.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/teaching-the-spirit-of-mission-ad-gentes-continuing-pentecost-today.cfm


 
4. Appoint 2 student mission representatives from the upper grades 

(or one from each class) to assist you throughout the year. 
 The Mission Moderator and Student Mission Representatives 

should be recognized each new school year, possibly as part of 
Mission Awareness month in October.     
   

 
5. Delegate specific tasks to the student representatives.  They can be 

an influence among their peers and an example by their interest 
and actions,  as well as being helpful to you in the distribution of 
materials and collections from educations programs and special 
projects. 

 
6. Try to include in you plan a central place in the parish center for 

display of mission materials, such as pictures, certificates, mission 
articles and/or newsletters. 

   
7. Resource materials and videos are available from the Diocesan 

Mission Office. 
 

8. We encourage you to take some time to reflect and pray for God’s 
guidance and spirit as you perform the daily and/or weekly task of 
Mission Moderator. Being a Mission Moderator requires an honest 
appraisal of your time and commitment. 

 
 If the time comes when you feel you can’t continue to give you best 

effort to this service, inform the PCL so that someone else can be 
considered and appointed. 

 
 
God Bless you and all that you do in this Holy work of the Church. 
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