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“‘My friend, how is it that you came in here 
without a wedding garment?’ But he was re-
duced to silence. Then the king said to his 

attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast 
him into the darkness outside, where there will 
be wailing and grinding of teeth.’ Many are in-

vited, but few are chosen.” (Mt 22:12-14)

In response to the coronavirus outbreak, 
Pilot Bulletins is providing this bulletin. 
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As we sing in today’s Psalm, the Lord has led us to this feast, refreshing our souls in the waters of Baptism, spreading 
the table before us in the Eucharist.

Dressing for the feast
By Scott Hahn

Our Lord’s parable in today’s Gospel is again a fairly straightforward outline of salvation history.

God is the king (see Matthew 5:35), Jesus the bridegroom (see Matthew 9:15), the feast is the salvation and eternal life that Isaiah 
prophesies in today’s First Reading. The Israelites are those first invited to the feast by God’s servants, the prophets (see Isaiah 7:25). 
For refusing repeated invitations and even killing His prophets, Israel has been punished, its city conquered by foreign armies.

Now, Jesus makes clear, God is sending new servants, His apostles, to call not only Israelites, but all people — good and bad alike 
— to the feast of His kingdom. This an image of the Church, which Jesus elsewhere compares to a field sown with both wheat and 
weeds, and a fishing net that catches good fish and bad (see Matthew 13:24–43, 47–50).

We have all been called to this great feast of love in the Church, where, as Isaiah foretold, the veil that once separated the nations 
from the covenants of Israel has been destroyed, where the dividing wall of enmity has been torn down by the blood of Christ (see 
Ephesians 2:11–14).

As we sing in today’s Psalm, the Lord has led us to this feast, refreshing our souls in the waters of Baptism, spreading the table before 
us in the Eucharist. As Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, in the glorious riches of Christ, we will find supplied whatever we need.

And in the rich food of His body, and the choice wine of His blood, we have a foretaste of the eternal banquet in the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, when God will destroy death forever (see Hebrews 12:22–24).

But are we dressed for the feast, clothed in the garment of righteousness (see Revelation 19:8)? Not all who have been called will be 
chosen for eternal life, Jesus warns. Let us be sure that we’re living in a manner worthy of the invitation we’ve received (see Ephesians 
4:1).





Act of Spiritual 
Communion Prayer

My Jesus,

I believe that You

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things,

and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment

receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from 
You.

Amen.
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HOW TO PRAY THE ROSARY
Familiarize yourself and/or your group with the prayers 
of the rosary.
1. Make the Sign of the Cross.
2. Holding the Crucifix, say the Apostles’ Creed.
3. On the first bead, say an Our Father.
4. Say one Hail Mary on each of the next three beads.
5. Say the Glory Be
6. For each of the five decades, announce the Mystery 
(perhaps followed by a brief reading from Scripture) 
then say the Our Father.
7. While fingering each of the ten beads of the decade, 
next say ten Hail Marys while meditating on the Mystery. 
Then say a Glory Be.
(After finishing each decade, some say the following 
prayer requested by the Blessed Virgin Mary at 
Fatima: O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the 
fires of hell; lead all souls to Heaven, especially 
those who have most need of your mercy.)
8. After saying the five decades, say the Hail, Holy 
Queen, followed by this dialogue and prayer:

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the prom-
ises of Christ.
Let us pray: O God, whose Only Begotten 
Son,
by his life, Death, and Resurrection,
has purchased for us the rewards of eternal 
life,
grant, we beseech thee,
that while meditating on these mysteries
of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary,
we may imitate what they contain
and obtain what they promise,
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

(A prayer to St. Joseph may also follow.) 
Conclude the Rosary with the Sign of the Cross.
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