
March 29, 2020 Fifth Sunday in Lent-SPECIAL EDITION 



Administrator’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

We Can’t Just Sit Back... 
A crisis can usually spread its tentacles far and wide, affecting various 
aspects of our lives that we wouldn’t think of at first.  While we are making 
extensive efforts to keep people connected and provide some spiritual 

opportunities as well as a sense of hope for better days ahead, we are also struggling with a 
mathematical equation: No Masses = No Collection. 

Because of our current financial situation—we pay all our bills on time, but barely—we can 
only go a couple of weeks without standard weekend collections at our parishes without 
either falling behind in our bills or dipping into our diminishing savings.  Neither of these 
ideas is attractive. 

I think it’s important for every parish member to keep in mind that we depend on your 
consistent contributions.  Each year, our budget is drawn up based on the previous year’s 
income and expenses.  We need your regular offering whether you come to Mass here or 
elsewhere or, as in the present circumstances, not at all. 

With the above in mind, I am asking that you please maintain your usual level of giving—
or even more if you are able: this crisis is giving us unexpected and unbudgeted expenses.  
Remember: We have a new parish to create!  We can’t just sit back and expect it to happen 
without our participation. 

You can send in your offering by mail (not cash!) or drop it off at one of our offices during 
the week.  Another option—the one I use for my own church contributions—is electronic 
giving.  It’s automatic, easy, and painless.  For information on this manner of contributing to 
your parish, call the parish office (any of them) and you’ll be told how to do it. 

Of course, this does not apply to those who may be out of work or experiencing financial 
difficulties.  For them, we offer our prayers and whatever help we may be able to 
provide. 

In Other News: One of the results of our inability to attend Mass or even spend 
quality time among others is the realization that this must be what it’s like to be a 
shut-in.  This difficult time is especially trying for those of our parishes and our 
community who are confined to their homes on a regular basis and cannot enjoy their 
usual visit from one of our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.  Let’s  keep 
them in our prayers and perhaps give them a call….stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “Turn to me and be safe, all you ends of 
the earth, for I am God; there is no other!” 
  -  Isaiah 45:22 



Neighbors North 

Lent 2020  Pray Together 
Prerecorded Sunday Mass starts the Weekend of 
March 21/22. 

Beginning with the 4th Sunday of Lent (March 22nd), the 
parishes of the Neighbors North Catholic Community 
will make a prerecorded Mass available online for 
parishioners. Though prerecorded, the Mass will have the 
prayers and readings from the Sunday Mass. One of the 
priests assigned to our grouping of parishes will celebrate 
the Mass and preach. The link to the video of the Mass 
will be available on the website (https://
neighborsnorth.org/) beginning at 4:00 pm on Saturday. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Commences 
Saturday, March 21st 

Confessions will be heard in three of the churches 
according to the following schedule: 

Monday Saint Sebastian church   12:30 pm 

Saturday Saint Athanasius church     8:30 am 

Saturday Saint Teresa of Avila church  11:00 am 

Lenten Reflection by Becky Opiela, St. Athanasius 
Parish 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit, he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit.” John 15:1-2 

Reflect: How easy is it to get something new? Forget 
leaving the house. All I have to do is scroll on my 
phone, select, swipe, and within a day or so, find a 
smiling package on my doorstep. Better yet, watching 
a salesperson who does a “Happy Dance,” I am 
convinced that I want that new something. Click! 
Done! 

It’s time to strive for a “spiritual Happy Dance.” Lent 
is a wonderful time to do so. I am connected to Christ 
in my faith. He is my vine and I am one of his 
branches. I pray that I have produced good fruit, but 
like all of us, could use some pruning. My prayer and 
repentance (spiritual shopping) help God reward (not 
punish) me by pruning away my sins, bad behavior, 
attitude, ego, greed, and everything else that does not 
produce new and good fruit. With faith, I can be 
pruned to be a new creation in Him, and I will feel 
lighter, less complicated, and tangled. In Christ, I can 
be new and produce good fruit with positive effort. 
(My spiritual Happy Dance!) 

I believe that resistance and harsh attitudes regarding 
the restructuring of our four parishes can be included 
into that “everything else that doesn’t produce good 
fruit” category. Change is not easy. Change is even 
more difficult if I am unwilling to prune my non-
productive thoughts and dead-set ways spiritually. I 
need to allow my faith and my God to open my heart 
to new things.  

Initially, the necessary pruning for the merger 
appeared to me (and others) to be drastic. Still, have 
you ever thought, “Boy, did I scalp that shrub! It will 
never come back as beautiful as before.” But it does 
come back and my efforts paid off because it is even 
more beautiful than before. I am hopeful and have 
faith that this is how we will feel after our merger—a 
chance to grow and bear new fruit, united to the vine 
that is Christ. 

Act: Reflect, reconcile and “spiritually shop” for new 
and plentiful fruits in response to our call to become a 
new creation in Christ. 

Pray: Lord, bless me with the ability to produce new 
and plentiful fruit in this time of our merger and 
beyond. In all that is new to me, I will be abundant in 
gratitude to You. Amen. 



Lent 2020  Serve Together 
Almsgiving helps us to experience giving freely, which leads to freedom from the 
obsession of possessing, from the fear of losing what we have. (Pope Francis) 

Even though parishioners no longer have access to the 5-gallon water jugs in church and 
even though the CYO musical has been postponed until after Easter, please continue 
your generous Lenten support of the poor: 

 The Center for Social Works in Chimbote, Peru  

 The Anna Seethaler Hospital in Oaxaca, Mexico  

 Project H.O.P.E mission trip to David, Kentucky 

by mailing your donations by check to the parish. Be sure to write on the memo field of 
the check “Lenten Missionary Charities” so that the funds are directed to the proper 
account. 

Lenten Reflection by Natalie DiTullio, St. 
Athanasius Parish 

We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. And those whom he predestined he also 
called; and those whom he called he also justified; 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. Romans 
8:28-30 

Reflect: How lucky are we that God gave us such a 
roadmap for life as Christians? It is deceptively 
simple. We only need be “conformed to the image of 
his Son.” We have the perfect model of the creation 
we are meant to be in Christ Jesus. We only have to 
strive to be like the most perfect human that ever 
lived. Easy, right? 

Since my first son was born, a little over two years 
ago, I have struggled with the idea of being “the 
perfect mom.” When he was about a year old, I told a 
more experienced mother that I was disheartened 
because I didn’t think I would ever be able to be the 
“good mom” I wanted to be. She asked me what my 
idea of a “good mom” was. I proceeded to list 
qualities: always patient, never yells; makes nutritious 
meals; plans educational activities for her kids; 
always able to gently and constructively discipline her 
child, etc, etc. 

“That person doesn’t exist,” she said, “You are 
holding yourself to an impossible standard. You don’t 
have to be ‘the perfect mom,’ you just have to be ‘a 
good enough mom.’ All you need to do is try your 
best.” 

God has not called us to be perfect; He has called us 
to be new creations in Christ. He has “predestined 
[us] to be conformed to the image of his Son.” It is 
not through our strength or will that we will 
transform, God has already remade us in the image of 
Christ. By confessing our belief in Christ and 
submitting ourselves to God’s will, we are already 
‘good enough.” We only need to try our best to be 
Christ-like in our words and actions in the world.  

Not only is Christ our model, he also empowers us in 
our walk with God. According to Philippians 4:13: “I 
can do all things through Christ, who gives me 
strength.” We need only remember that it is through 
Christ that we were saved to be reminded that it is 
through Christ we will continue to transform into new 
creations in his image. 

Act: This Lenten season, as I reflect on the example 
of Christ, I ask the Lord to refine me in His image, 
not by my strength or will, but by His. I ask to be 
shown ways to show His compassion to others 
through my words, actions, time, talents and treasure. 
I ask Him to show me the habits, behaviors and things 
in my life that separate me from Him, and give me the 
strength to abstain from them. I hope others are 
stirred by His Spirit to do so as well. 

Pray: Lord Jesus, thank for your endless grace and 
love. Forgive me for my sins and for falling short as I 
strive to transform into Your image. Thank you for 
Your sacrifice that frees me from the condemnation 
of sin  Give me Your strength and wisdom to 
continue to mold myself to Your image. Show me 
ways to walk in Your footsteps and ways to do Your 
will every day. Not by my own power, but by the 
power of Your Spirit. Amen. 

Neighbors North 



Neighbors North 

1. Assembly Background 

a. One of four assemblies being held March 
7, 8, 14 & 15, 2020. 

b. Part of the process leading to the 
submission of four petitions (one by each 
parish) to merge with one another into a 
single parish in July 2020. 

2. Assembly Purpose 

a. To ensure parishioners understand what is 
happening, why it is happening, how it 
will happen and what will happen next 
regarding the parish merger. 

b. To invite parishioners to be an active part 
of a hope-filled future for a vibrant 
community of missionary disciples. 

3. Assembly Agenda 

a. What’s happening? 

b. Why is it happening? 

c. How will it happen? 

d. What are the next steps? 

e. What is the vision for the future? 

4. What’s Happening? 

a. The former parishes of St. Athanasius, 
Incarnation of the Lord, St. Sebastian, St. 
Teresa of Avila are joining to become a 
new, single parish 

b. The territory of the new, merged parish 
would have a total population of almost 
51,000 people. 

c. There would be over 19,000 registered 
Catholics, although not all of those are 
active. For example, on an average 
weekend, 3,388 come to Mass. 

d. 33% of the registered parishioners live 
outside the boundaries of the new parish. 

Parish Assemblies 

For those who were unable to attend one of the four assemblies, 

below is an outline of the presentation that was made during the 

assembly.  

5. Key Terms 

a. Church with a capital “C” is the People of 
God, the community of those who “belong 
to the Lord.” 

b. Parish is a portion of the People of God. 

c. “church” with a lower case “c” is a build-
ing set aside for public worship. 

6. Merger Means… 

a. One parish (with four churches) 

b. One pastoral and administrative staff 

c. Combination of finances (all assets and 
liabilities) 

d. One administration 

e. A single, integrated program of Worship, 
Faith Formation, Social & Pastoral Out-
reach and Community Building 

7. Our Collective Gifts 

a. Lay involvement 

b. Quality liturgy 

c. Excellent liturgical music 

d. Myriad opportunities for spiritual growth 
and development 

e. Strong faith formation programs for chil-
dren and youth 

f. Commitment to service of those in need 

g. History of responsible stewardship 

h. Well-organized and administered 

8. Our Common Ministries – Already Merged 

a. Priests 

b. Deacons 

c. Music Ministries 

d. Youth Ministry 

e. Safe Environment 

f. Parish Social Ministry 

g. Facilities Management 



Neighbors North 

9. Our Common Ministries – In Process 

a. Liturgical Ministries 

b. Faith Formation 

c. Facilities 

d. Administration 

e. Finances 

10. Staffing 

a. A Staffing Plan for the New Parish is 
Being Developed with Two Objectives 

i. Be fiscally responsible (affordable) 

ii. Able to meet the needs of the 
new parish (vibrant) 

b. Some positions will be eliminated, and 
some staff will be laid off 

i. Severance and unemployment 
compensation will be available 

11. Finances — Strengths 

a. No long-term debt. 

b. Savings in all four parishes 

c. Unused funds from the Campaign for the 
Church Alive! will carry over. 

d. Currently able to maintain and improve 
our facilities. 

12. Finances — Challenges 

a. Offertory is down. 

b. Had to use savings in 2018-19 to meet 
expenses 

c. Parish Share contributions in the aggregate 
do not meet the goal. 

d. How to use Campaign Funds considering 
original case statements and the needs of 
the new parish. 

13. Why is this happening? 

a. Call to be “The Church Alive!” in a 
sustainable way 

14. Driving Forces for Merger 

a. Declines… 

i. In the number of Catholics overall 

ii. In the number of active 
Catholics 

iii. In the funds available for 
ministry 

iv. In the number of priests avail-
able 

b. Competition for… 

i. Limited resources 

ii. People’s time 

iii. People’s attention 

c. Call to move from a Maintenance model 
of Church to a Missionary model 

 “I dream of a 'missionary option', that is, 
a missionary impulse capable of trans-
forming everything, so that the Church's 
customs, ways of doing things, times and 
schedules, language and structures can be 
suitably channeled for the evangelization 
of today's world rather than for her self-
preservation” (#27, The Joy of the Gospel, 
by Pope Francis). 

15. Timeline 

a. April 2015: On Mission! process begins 
with year of prayer and study. 

b. September 2016: Parish consultations. 

c. April 2018: Groupings announces. 

d. October 2018: Groupings begin, new cler-
gy teams commence, interim Mass sched-
ule implemented. 

e. November 2019: Consultation on sugges-
tions for name of new parish. 

f. March 2020: Parish assemblies. 

g. April 2020: Petitions to merge submitted. 

h. May 2020: Bishop consults Priest Coun-
cil. 

i. By end of May 2020: Bishop issues de-
cree for a new parish, announces clergy 
team and parish name. 

j. July 1, 2020: New parish begins. 

16. A New Name for a New Parish 

a. Christ our Hope Parish 

b. Christ the Radiant Dawn Parish 

c. Jesus the Lamb of God Parish 

d. Our Lady of Light Parish 

e. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

f. Saint Martin de Porres Parish 

g. Saint Paul VI Parish 



Neighbors North 

17. A Vision of the Future—Many People, One 
Family 

a. Imagine a story written in 2025 about our 
new parish. Is the following story 
something that you would like to help 
create and to be a part of? 

b. The Headlines 

i. Community Welcomes All 

ii. Intergenerational Activity 

iii. Warm Connections 

iv. Needy Being Served 

v. Joyful Prayer and Praise 

vi. Committed to Spiritual Growth 

c. The Sidebars 

i. CYO Musical Supports Poor in 
Peru 

 
 

Parish Prayer for Lent 
Good and gracious God,  

in You there are endings and new beginnings.  
Often times our new beginnings are filled with uncertainty,  

resulting in fear and doubt.  
But united in one Baptism, one Faith, one Lord,  

we are a new creation in Christ  
which can navigate the wind and waves of change  
while cherishing the past of our initial beginnings. 

We can sail forward towards those things  
which lie ahead just beyond the horizon.  

May all that we say and do,   
press us towards  the promise of faithful witness to You,  

our Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

ii. Substance Abuse Ministry 
Touches Many 

iii. Laity Share Leadership 

iv. Future Leaders in Formation 
for Priesthood & Diaconate 

v. Young Families Find Spiritual 
Home Here 

vi. People Returning to the Faith 

d. The Quotes 

i. “People from Diverse Back-
grounds are Being Warmly Wel-
comed One Person at a Time.” 

ii. “The Community Clearly 
Draws its Strength from Christ.” 

iii. “Christ’s Call to Love is Alive 
and Vibrant Here. 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  

   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
  

In today’s liturgy, Ezekiel shares a radical vision of Israel’s 
future: God will burst open graves, reanimate the dead, 
and restore them to their land. If that isn’t incredible enough, Jesus puts 
such a plan into action, opening the tomb of Lazarus, bringing him back to 
life, and restoring him to his family. Paul assures us that with the Spirit 
within us, our mortal bodies will have life as well. Listening to the 
scriptures, let us reflect on how God’s redeeming grace raises us up from 
our sin and despair. 

“WHAT ARE THE STATIONS OF LIGHT?” PART III 
  

In a fashion similar to the Stations of the Cross and the four passion narratives, the Stations of 
Light reflect upon the final chapters of each of the four gospels, which narrate the appearances of 
the Risen Lord from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday. This devotion was formally 
recognized in the Vatican’s Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy in 2001. The Stations 
of Light walk through all of the Resurrection events throughout the fifty days of Easter. You can 
compare the Lenten and Easter Stations here: 
  
Station  Stations of the Cross     Stations of Light        
I   Jesus is Condemned to Death   Jesus Rises from the Dead      
II   Jesus Carries His Cross     The Women Find the Empty Tomb    
III   Jesus Falls the First Time    Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene    
IV   Jesus Meets His Mother     Jesus Appears on the Road to Emmaus   
V   Simon Helps Jesus Carry His Cross  Jesus is Known in the Breaking of the Bread  
VI   Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus  Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Jerusalem  
VII   Jesus Falls the Second Time    Jesus Gives Disciples Power to Forgive Sins  
VIII  Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem Jesus Strengthens the Faith of Thomas   
IX   Jesus Falls the Third Time    Jesus Appears by the Sea of Tiberias    
X   Jesus is Stripped of His Garments  Jesus Forgives and Commissions Peter   
XI   Jesus is Nailed to the Cross    Jesus Commissions the Disciples     
XII   Jesus Dies on the Cross     Jesus Ascends into Heaven      
XIII  Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross  Mary and Disciples Wait in the Upper Room  
XIV  Jesus is Placed in the Tomb    The Holy Spirit Descends at Pentecost   
  



         Parish Social Ministry  

How Are You? 
As if life has not been complicated and stressful enough, we now live with 
coronavirus concerns.  These articles are written almost 2 weeks in advance, so 
as I write this I don’t know just where we will be when you read this.  Will we 
have over reacted?  Will we be stunned by what is happening?   

As with most things, the only thing that we can control is our response. 

So, what should our faith response be?   You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul  and with all your mind. ….You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
(Matthew 22:37, 39).  One of the ways that we show our love of God, is by taking care of our 
neighbor.  This isn’t just a nice, warm and fuzzy sentiment.  This is a command:  love your 
neighbor as yourself.   How can you love your neighbor during this time?   

Be Patient: Whether at the grocery store, workplace or especially at home. The stress of our 
circumstances does not necessarily bring out the best in our human nature.  Be an example of 
kindness and compassion.  

Offer Assistance:  When you run to the store, can you offer to pick up items for someone who 
cannot get out?   

Reach Out: Can you reach out and call neighbors or family who may be alone?  The isolation 
of our ‘social distancing’ is a breeding ground for fear. We know that when we are stressed, 
being with others is comforting.  So find alternative ways to be with others: phone, text, skype, 
etc. 

Stay Connected to Your Faith:  Watch for information about recorded or live streaming 
Masses, Stations of the Cross and Adoration.  Sign up for Formed.org.  There is Redeemed 
Online offering Lent Made Simple daily YouTube videos.   There are many, many sites for 
daily inspirational messages, such as the Henri Nouwen Society.  Don’t let doubt and worry 
creep in.  Stay grounded in faith.  

Pray for Others:   Stay connected to family and friends. Pray for them. Take inventory of 
what really matters—-it is good for your neighbor and yourself. 

Food Pantry: We are making some adjustments in order to be able to continue to serve our 
food pantry clients.  Your donations are appreciated! 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, tea, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce, oatmeal, corn. 
canned pasta sauce,  jar pasta sauce, canned tomatoes, condiments, jelly, cereal, Chef 
Boyardee, dishwashing soap, paper products and detergent.  You can drop off food in the food 
collection bin in the back of St. Sebastian or St. Athanasius Church.  Please do not leave food 
that is past the expiration date.  Thank You! 

MaryJo Robbins 



Faith Formation 

 The Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                                 

March 29, 2020 

E arly in this miracle story from The Book of Signs in 
St. John’s Gospel, Jesus makes a comparison 

between someone walking in the day by the light of the 
sun. That person will walk confidently because his path is 
illuminated by the sun. The man's walking ability hasn't 
improved, but because he has the benefit of the sun's 
light, he can walk without fear.     

On the other hand, if that man walks at night without the 
presence of the sun, then he does have reason to worry. 
The path will be dark, and he will likely stumble and 
harm himself. Notice Jesus says that the man doesn't 
have the light inside himself. He can't produce light by 
himself. He depends on the light of the sun to make his 
walk successful. If he proceeds without the sun, he risks 
harm.   

Those who draw upon the twelve hours, who see the 
world bathed in light now, have begun to see the pattern. 
As is often the case with wise people, they let “nature 
nurture them.” Yes, the other hours of darkness will 
come, a metaphor for death, but now we know that it 
will not last. It is only a part, but not the whole of life—
just as the day itself is twelve hours and night is the other 
twelve, two sides of the one mystery of Life.  

And then in a final brilliant finale to the story, he invites 
the onlookers to join him in making resurrection happen: 
“Move the stone away!. . . Unbind him, and let him go 
free!” It seems that we have a part to play in creating a 
culture of life and resurrection. We must unbind one 
another from our fears and doubts about the last enemy, 
death. We must now “see that the world is bathed in 
light” and allow others to enjoy the same seeing—
through our lived life. The stone to be moved is always 
our fear of death, the finality of death, any blindness that 
keeps us from seeing that death is merely a part of the 
Larger Mystery called Life. It does not have the final 
word.  

New life in Christ Jesus 
Breaking Open the Word: John 11:1-45 

“I am the resurrection and the life.” The story of Laza-
rus is a drama that plays between two understandings of 
life and death. Jesus announces that he himself is the 
Resurrection. Lazarus, though raised, will die again. 
This is different from the Resurrection of Christ. Lazarus 
rises again to this present earthly life. This miracle is a 
sign of the greatest miracle of all, resurrection. 

Listen to the Word: Today we read a very familiar sto-

ry. What scene in this gospel most affected you? 
What word of Jesus did you notice or hear for the 
first time? 

Look into Your Life: 
Children: How do your actions show that you put 
your faith and trust in Jesus? 
Youth: Lazarus received a second chance at life 
through Jesus. How have you experienced second 
chances in your own life? 
Adults: The death from which we are called is heal-
ing from those things which bind us and hold us 
back: memories, fears, rejection, or other such 
things. What binds you? What keeps you from fully 
being your own most true self in Christ? 

Give It a Try – Just Do It:  
 God wants us to live and to enjoy the world and 

people around us. Give each family member a 
small slip of paper. Have each person write 
down one thing that keeps him or her from en-
joying life. When ready, invite family members 
to quietly place the slip of paper in a garbage 
can. Pray a simple prayer to thank Jesus for call-
ing you back to new life. 

 
 Plant seeds with your child to help him or her 

understand death and new life cycle. If planting 
indoors, fill a plastic container with potting soil 
to watch for growth. Even though the seeds will 
die in the soil, they will also reappear as a new 
plant. Remember seeds are a beautiful symbol of 
the new life that Jesus gives. 

 
 Talk about ways to bring new life to your fami-

ly, friendships or neighborhood.  What can your 
family do to help achieve this? Share your ideas 
and make a plan to carry it out. 

Jesus unbind us … to let him set us free. 



Faith Formation   

    

  

  

  

The Book of  the Prophet Ezekiel 37: 12-14 
  
Thus says the Lord GOD: 
O my people, I will open your graves 
and have you rise from them, 
and bring you back to the land of Israel. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
O my people! 
I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
and I will settle you upon your land; 
thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8: 8-11 
  

Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; 
on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, 
the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Spirit dwelling in you.  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according 

to John 11: 1-45. 
The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, 
“Master, the one you love is ill.” 
When Jesus heard this he said, 
“This illness is not to end in death, 
but is for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, 
he remained for two days in the place where he was. 
Then after this he said to his disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.”                                                             
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him; 
but Mary sat at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
God will give you.” 
Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said, 
“I know he will rise, 
in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus told her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. 
Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God,  the one who is coming into the world.” 

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
“Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” 
And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, 
“Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind 
man 
have done something so that this man would not have 
died?” 
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
“Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. 
I know that you always hear me; 
but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, 
He cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, 
tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So Jesus said to them, 
“Untie him and let him go.” 
Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 
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Lord 
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Rev. John R. Rushofsky, M.S.Ed.          Administrator                       jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Co-Directors of Faith Formation 
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Parish Social Minister:  MaryJo Robbins 
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mailto:tschollenberger@avilaparish.org


Katie Dorman    kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 

Youth Ministry   

Youth Group News: 

All events postponed until further notice.   
Keep an eye on your email for updates and new information! 

 



Holy Cross Academy    

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

Now enrolling Pre –K thru 8th grade.  For more information 
contact Marlene Spagnolo at  

mspagnolo@holycrossacademypgh.org or 412-364-7171 

Prayer for People Infected 

Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your power 
and caring by healing people of all ages and stations of life from 
physical, mental, and spiritual ailments. Be present now to peo-
ple who need Your loving touch because of COVID-19. May they 
feel Your power of healing through the care of doctors and nurs-
es. 

Take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from peo-
ple receiving treatment or under quarantine. Give them a sense 
of purpose in pursuing health and protecting others from expo-
sure to the disease. Protect their families and friends and bring 
peace to all who love them.  

Pray for medical professionals, caregivers, researchers, and 
leaders responsible for decisions about fighting the new 

coronavirus. 

Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that 
affect the lives and futures of our families, communities, countries, and 
the wider world. Inspire and invigorate people developing better tests to 
diagnose the virus, vaccines to prevent it, and protocols and 
communication to eliminate the disease’s spread. May truth and empathy 
be the touchstones of people setting policies for our protection. 


