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Happy Easter To All! 
Easter, like Christmas and Thanksgiving, is a time we like to spend with 

others, especially family and friends, perhaps sharing a meal, pleasant conversation, and fun 
times.  This year we are unable to do that, except maybe a small celebration with our family or 
others who all live in the same home. 

This is probably disappointing for most of you because we are social people and we like to 
connect with those whom we love and want to spend time with, even though—let’s admit it—
most family histories are full of stories about gatherings that have gone terribly wrong, 
some sadly and some hilariously.  In a way, though, our present inability to get together puts a 
strong emphasis on how much we need and take each other for granted. 

For this reason, I would like to take this opportunity to say how much I am missing all of 
you, but especially all the people who make this grouping of Neighbors North Catholic 
Community run smoothly.  Unfortunately I don’t have room here to list every one of the 24 
full time and 29 part time employees who keep this runaway freight train on the tracks.  
This is a real team effort, each one serving these parishes in his or her own unique way for the 
glory of God and in service to his people. 

To my brother priests, all doing amazing work, much of which you don’t even see or know 
about: Fathers Michael Maranowski, Michael Zavage, and Vincent Kolo, to resident Fathers 
Leroy DiPietro, Bill Dorner and Innocent Onuh, and to our deacons who help us more than 
they realize: Rick Cessar, Gary Comer, Bob Koslosky, and Bill Palamara: THANK YOU. 

To all of you at home, may you have a truly blessed Easter, one you will surely never forget, 
but an Easter that is healthy and happy and peaceful. 

I can’t wait till we’re all back together again, as we should be. 

In Other News: We hope you are enjoying being with us through the won-
ders of modern technology by Flocknote, our website, live streaming, and rec-
orded services.  A few have expressed some difficulty in receiving the live 
streaming, which is an unfortunate disadvantage, but we’re still working through 
this new area of ministry.  As someone observed: “Technology is great—when it 
works”….stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “This is a wonderful day.  I have never 
seen this one before.” 
  - Maya Angelou 



Neighbors North 

Will the temporary closure of churches and offices 
due to Covid-19 impact the timeline for our parish 
merger? 

The plan is to proceed with the current timeline 
which calls for a July 1, 2020 merger and the creation 
of a single new parish with a new name. The merging 
of parishes is a Church matter and can proceed in 
accord with Church law. The diocesan bishop is the 
competent and legitimate authority to determine 
whether parishes should merge, close, be altered or be 
created. It is important to note that a parish is NOT a 
business enterprise, even though it does engage in 
certain business functions in support of its spiritual 
mission. So, for example, if a parish employs 
individuals, it must do so in accord with applicable 
local, state and federal laws. The parish needs a 
federal tax identification number that it uses with 
banks for financial transactions and with payroll for 
such things as social security withholding for 
employees. Given the current challenges related to 
business functions, it may not be possible for all the 
business-rated functions to be joined by July 1, 2020 
even as the four parishes come together to form one 
new parish, that is, one unified community of the 
People of God, shepherded by a pastor, continuing 
the mission of Jesus Christ. So even if some of the 
integration of business functions lags behind the 
merger, the new parish can exist and can engage in its 
spiritual mission in earnest on July 1, 2020. 

What will be the relationship between the merged 
parish and Holy Cross Academy? 

Holy Cross Academy is a regional school that is 
owned and governed by a non-profit organization 
called North Hills Regional Catholic Elementary 
Schools, Inc. The corporation has a board of priests 
and lay people who direct the schools. Holy Cross 
Academy is one of six elementary schools in the 
region. These six schools are currently the ministry of 
32 parishes. This means two things. On the one hand, 
the regional school is an important and integral 
component of the ministry of passing on the faith to 

the next generation of Catholics. On the other hand, 
the parishes participate in supporting the school 
financially. Every school is supported financially by 
tuition, parish subsidy, fundraising and grants. 
Currently. Saint Sebastian and Saint Teresa of Avila 
provide direct parish subsidy to Holy Cross Academy. 
Saint Athanasius and Incarnation provide indirect 
parish subsidy. The way indirect subsidy works is that 
Saint Athanasius and Incarnation Parishes contribute 
annually to a diocesan fund called Elementary School 
Grants. Grants are then distributed by the Diocese to 
schools based on several considerations, but 
especially in support of schools that educate students 
from parishes that do not provide direct subsidy. 
Beginning on July 1, 2020, when the new merged 
parish comes into existence, there will only be direct 
subsidy from the new parish to the school. And while 
the new parish does not “own” the school, it is 
nevertheless an integral component of the new 
parish’s faith formation program and so will enjoy the 
spiritual and practical support that all the ministries of 
the new parish receive. 

What are the practical implications of being one 
parish? 

While the four parishes already share a common 
clergy team and while some of the programs and 
ministries of the four parishes already act as one, for 
example, the music ministry, currently, we have four 
distinct parishes with four separate business functions. 
Saint Athanasius' bills are the responsibility of Saint 
Athanasius Parish. The money collected for 
Incarnation Parish belongs to Incarnation Parish. 
Beginning on July 1, 2020, all bills, regardless of their 
source (for example, the gas bill for Saint Teresa 
church building), and all income (such as the 
collection from the 8:00 am Mass) will belong to the 
new, merged parish. Further, all ministries, programs, 
organizations, and activities (including festivals and 
fish fries), regardless of which parish currently 
sponsors them, will be the ministries, programs, 
organizations, and activities of a single, new parish. 

Questions from the Parish Assemblies—Installment #2 

Participants from the four parish assemblies provided questions in 

writing as part of the meeting. Not every question can be answered in 

the bulletin, but commonly asked questions will be addressed to the 

extent possible. 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # 920869-S by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 
Gathering Hymn:  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

1.  Jesus Christ is ris’n today. Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Who did once upon  
     the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 

2.  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia!  Who  
     endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!  
 

Text: St. 1, Surrexit Christus hodie, Latin, 14th C.; para. in Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; st. 2, 3, The Compleat Psalmodist, © 1750, alt.; st. 4, Charles Wesley, 1707-
1788, alt. Tune: EASTER HYMN, 77 77 with alleluias; Lyra Davidica, 1708 

 
Responsorial Psalm: This Is the Day  
  

Refrain: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.   
              This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

1.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his mercy endures forever; let the house of Israel 
 say:  “His mercy endures forever.” 
 

2.  The Lord’s right hand has struck with pow’r, the Lord’s right hand is exalted; I shall not 
 die, but live and declare the works of the Lord. 
 

3.  The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.  By the Lord has this  
     been done; it is wonderful in our eyes! 
 

Text: Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; refrain trans. 1969, ICEL; verses Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, alt.  Music: Michael Joncas, b. 1951, © 1981, 1982, Jan 
Michael Joncas Trust. Published by OCP. 

 
Easter Sequence: Christ, the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

1. Christ the Lord, is ris’n today; Christians, haste your vows to pay; Make your joy and  
 praises known at the Paschal Victim’s throne; For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Sinless in 
 the sinner’s stead; Christ, the Lord, is ris’n on high; Now he lives, no more to die. 
 

2.  Christ, the Victim undefiled, God and sinners reconciled; When in strange and awesome  
     strife met together death and life; Christians, on this happy day, haste with joy your vows to  
     pay; Christ, the Lord, is ris’n on high; Now he lives, no more to die! 
 

3.  Say, O wond’ring Mary, say what you saw along the way.  “I beheld two angels bright,  
     empty tomb and wrappings white; I beheld the glory bright of the risen Lord of light; 
 Christ, my hope, is ris’n again; Now he lives, and lives to reign!” 
 

4.  Christ, who once for sinners bled, now the first-born from the dead, Throned in endless  
     might and pow’r, lives and reigns forevermore.  Hail, eternal Hope on high!  Hail, our King  
     of Victory!  Hail, our Prince of Life adored!  Help and save us, gracious Lord! 
 

Text: 77 77 D; Victimae paschali laudes; ascr. To Wipo of Burgundy, ca. 1000-1050; tr. by Jane E. Leeson, 1808-1881, alt.  Music: Wurth’s Katholisches Gesang-
buch, 1859. 

Virtual Hymnal for Neighbors North Livestream Mass 
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE 

LORD  12 April 2020 



Parish Prayer for Easter 
 

Heavenly Father, we are about to embark on new beginnings as we face an end. 
May our eyes be fixed on the prize of your everlasting love. We ask that You lead and direct us 

as we go through new challenges of unification as one parish. 
Father stay close to us so that we do not stray from You.   

May we truly believe that we are better together. 
You are the Good Shepherd and we are your sheep,  

so help us to keep our eyes fixed on You as we trust You in all things. 
Grant us the provision for all that we need to be a new creation,  

as we journey into new beginnings as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
May our hearts be open to hear and listen to the whispers of your directing Holy Spirit.   

We do not stand alone in faith.  
We know that we are truly better together!  Amen. 

 
Presentation of the Altar: Risen Lord, We Gather Round You 
 

1.  Risen Lord, we gather round you, drawn by words forever new.  “Come, my people, all are   
     welcome; share the feast prepared for you!”  Empty hands and hearts that hunger, Christ, we  
     bring to you today.  Here you feed us with your Body, gift of love for which we pray. 
 

2.  Sisters, brothers, stand beside us, called from ev’ry land and race.  One the Bread of Life 
 that feeds us, one the Cup of brimming grace.  Form us, Lord, a single body, free from en
 mity  and strife.  Jesus, by your resurrection, Fill us with the Spirit’s life. 
 

Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. 1923-2007, alt.  Tune:  GREENSBURG, 8 7 8 7 D; Bob Moore, b. 1962; © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Communion Hymn: The Risen Christ 
 

1.  Oh, the splendor of creation, God’s own hand and love’s design.  We below in adoration see               
     the gifts of the divine; mountains high and rushing waters, all the beauty of the skies.  Yet       
     more beautiful the glory of the risen Christ. 
 
 

 Refrain:  We will see him lifted high, we will meet him in the sky.  He will come and we 
 will rise in the glory of the Risen Christ. 
 
 

2.  Oh, the mystery of Calv’ry: love laid bare upon the cross, broken heart and wounds wide  
     open, mercy’s way for all of us.  Nail and thorn could hold no power over sinless sacrifice,   
     hope amid the darkest hour of the risen Christ. 
 

© 2014, Sarah Hart, River Oaks Music Company, Mesmerized Music, Word Music, LLC, and All Essential Music (ASCAP).  Administered by capitolCMGPublish-
ing.com, Word Music Group, LLC, and Essential Music Publishing, LLC.  Published by Spirit &Song, a division of OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  All 
rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 
Sending Forth: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

1.  Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  All on earth with angels say: Alleluia! 
     Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, O heav’ns; and, earth, reply:  Alleluia! 
 

2.  Lives again our glorious king, Alleluia!  Where, O death, is now your sting?  Alleluia! 
     Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Where your victory, O grave?  Alleluia! 
 

Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  Tune:  LLANFAIR, 77 77 with alleluias; Robert Williams, 1781-1821. 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Rejoice, He is Risen! 
What does your Easter look like this year?  Most of us are wondering what  is 
happening and why.  What are we to learn from this crisis?  As difficult and 
challenging as this is, there is always an opportunity for us to grow closer to 
Christ. 

 
Have our priorities gotten out of line?  Is this crisis a call to reevaluate what really matters in 
life?  Are we being called to push the RESET button on our lives? 
 
I don’t know.  But I do know that I miss Mass.  I want to receive the Eucharist.  I am hungry 
for something more than just ‘back to normal’.  Maybe my previous ‘normal’ set the bar a little 
too low?  Perhaps we need to dig a little deeper and rejoice that our God is still with us.  
Perhaps we need to surrender our self importance and our many activities, and allow God to 
speak to us during this crisis.   What is he speaking to you?  Only you can answer that 
question, and you can only answer it after spending some time intentionally listening.  Hit the 
pause button on your busy life, and listen for a new, personal Easter message. God will not 
disappoint….Rejoice! 

Pennsylvania Primary Postponed:   The PA primary election will be on June 2. The last 
day to register to vote in the primary is May 18. You may request an absentee or mail in ballot 
online at www.votespa.com. Your request must be received by May 28, so that you can 
receive and return your mail in ballot.  Do not let our current health crisis prevent you from 
casting your vote.  Catholics care.  Catholics vote. 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, tea, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce, oatmeal, corn. 
canned pasta sauce,  jar pasta sauce, canned tomatoes, condiments, jelly, cereal, Chef 
Boyardee, dishwashing soap, paper products and detergent.  We have set out a food collection 
bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  Please drop off you donations there when 
you are already out to take care of necessary tasks.  Thank You! 

Check Your Sources: During these challenging times, many of us are looking for ways to 
pray and nourish our faith.  Please check your online sources before believing everything and 
anything that you find.  Just as scammers are trying to trick us into donating to unworthy 
causes, I have no doubt that there are prayer resources that are also suspect and not in line 
with the teachings of our faith. Exercise caution. Please visit the parish website, 
www.neighborsnorth.org, for listings of spiritual resources.  

Please DO NOT drop off clothing donations at the blue St. Vincent de Paul boxes.  
Due to our health crisis, items are not being picked up.  Items left on the ground will 
be ruined by the elements.  We will inform you when collections can begin again.  
Thank you. 

MaryJo Robbins 



Easter Sunday of the Resurrection  
 

This ancient gem has an unknown author.  It is catalogued and labeled 
as a homily for Holy Saturday.  It appears yearly in the Office or 
Readings on Holy Saturday.  I ask you to read it slowly. 

I order you, O sleeper, to awake. 
I did not create you to be a held prisoner in hell. 
Rise from the dead, for I am the life of the dead 

Rise up, work of my hands, you who were created in my image. 
Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me and I am in you, 
together we form only one person and we cannot be separated. 

 
Clearly, God is calling us to new life.  Awake!  Rise up!  We are not left in the 
tomb.  We are united to Jesus in his suffering AND in his RISING.  
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan teacher, theologian and spiritual writer suggests that we 
practice Resurrection!  That’s right, practice—Resurrection.                                                   
He offers several helps: 
 

Choose your True Self—your radical union with God—as often as possible 
throughout the day. Do not choose the illusion we create to protect ourselves.  You 
will find that absolutely everything changes once you have focused on deepening 
your spiritual connection with God. How could we feel hopeless when the Creator 
of the universe is watching over us and guiding us in all that we do?  There is no 
better feeling than being close to God. So, do not delay. “You were created in my 
image,  I am in you!” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ IS Risen! Indeed He Has! 
Breaking Open the Word: John 20:1-9 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. The Gospel reading is John’s version of the disciples’ discovery of the 
empty tomb. Central to the story is how the participants come to believe in the risen Lord. The disciples saw 
and believed, however the author calls attention to the “Beloved Disciple”, who saw only the minimum yet 
believed. 
Listen to the Word: As you read and meditate on this reading from the Gospel of John, what feeling does it 
arouse within you? Is there a word or phrase that catches your ear? 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: When was the last time you have you seen someone do a good deed for someone else? 
Youth: Jesus’ closest friends had trouble believing that the tomb was empty. Resurrection is surprising. It 
caught the disciples off guard. What does Jesus’ resurrection mean in your life? 
Adults: Name one way or time when you experienced the presence of the Risen Christ? Is it at meals? With 
those whom you love? At other times? 
The Covid-19 virus has caught all of us. Perhaps we are troubled or scared. Do you see the mystery of Je-
sus’ Resurrection unfolding despite these trouble times? 
Just Do It: Keeping social distancing in mind celebrate this day with the special activities that are traditions 
in your family. Help your children understand the meaning of these customs and how they help us to cele-
brate Jesus’ Resurrection and our hope in the Paschal Mystery. 
 “Christ’s work for you – as the Messiah who suffered, and died and rose – gives way to His 
work through you – as the ones who witness to His name.  When God calls you to salvation, He calls you to 
His mission. His work for us leads to His work through us. 
“So the point of the resurrection is not to sit back and wait for a heavenly afterlife. It’s not to give a religious 

dimension to our lives. It’s not to rest only in the comfort of future hope. The point is proclamation.”               

~  Mission Beyond Borders by Trevin Wax 



Faith Formation   

   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John 

  
On the first day of the week, 

Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the 
morning, 
while it was still dark, 

and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they put him.” 

So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 

and arrived at the tomb first; 
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 

When Simon Peter arrived after him, 
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, 

and the cloth that had covered his head, 
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 

Then the other disciple also went in, 
the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 

and he saw and believed. 
For they did not yet understand the Scripture 

that he had to rise from the dead. 

      A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Peter proceeded to speak and said: 
"You know what has happened all over Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached, 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good 
and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 
We are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. 
This man God raised on the third day and granted that 
he be visible, 
not to all the people, but to us, 
the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commissioned us to preach to the people 
and testify that he is the one appointed by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 
To him all the prophets bear witness, 
that everyone who believes in him 
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name."  

A Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Colos-

sians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 
When Christ your life appears, 
then you too will appear with him in glory.  

 



Neighbors North Catholic Community  
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Youth Ministry   

Youth Group News: 

All events postponed until further notice.   
Keep an eye on your email for updates and new information! 

When in doubt, have a daily virtual lunch time! 
 
 








