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Easter Season! 
The secular world behaves toward Easter the same way it deals with 

Christmas.  The Christmas Season begins sometime around Labor Day and ends Christmas 
night.  The Easter Season begins the day after Valentine’s Day and ends Easter night. 

The Church, however, looks at these celebrations a little differently, believing that the 
Christmas Season begins on Christmas and ends on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
about three weeks later.  The Easter Season begins on Easter and ends on Pentecost, about 
seven weeks later. 

This is an example of the ongoing tension between the secular and the sacred.  The secular 
world likes to anticipate an event and then once it arrives, get it over with and move on to the 
next.  The Church, on the other hand, anticipates the event with a preparatory period (Advent 
for Christmas; Lent for Easter) but then when that event at last arrives, the Church likes to 
hold onto it and savor it and take time to reflect on how it has meaning for our lives. 

Neither is wrong, they’re just different. 

The Ordo (Order of Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and Celebration of the Eucharist) is 
the little book that tells us what Scripture readings and prayers to use each and every day, and 
it says this about the Easter Season: 

“...a season of Christian festival is a time of intensified consciousness, finely tuned awareness, 
awakened memory.  The great fifty days of Pentecost are not an unwelcome, unrealistic, 
obligation to “party on,” even if we don’t feel like it, but an invitation to explore more deeply 
“the weather of the heart,” to awaken our memory of God’s presence and power in our lives, 
to look more closely at all the rich and varied textures of creation.  In short, Pentecost is a 
season for learning how to say yes in a culture that wants to keep on saying no.” 

In Other News: Don’t forget that our Sunday Mass each weekend is live 
streamed at 4 pm on Saturday and is recorded at that time so that you can 
watch it later, or even as many times as you’d like….Meanwhile, all celebrations 
of the sacrament of Confirmation scheduled for May have been cancelled by 
Bishop Zubik, including ours on May 15.  It will be rescheduled probably for 
sometime during the summer or early fall….stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “There are no passengers on Spaceship 
Earth.  We are all crew.” 
  -  Marshall McLuhan 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # 920869-S by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

1.  Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
     Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 

2.  Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  Fought the fight, the battle won.  Alleuia! 
     Death in vain forbids him rise; Alleluia!  Christ has open’d paradise.  Alleluia! 
 

3.  Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  Foll’wing our exalted head; Alleluia! 
     Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
 
Text: 77 77 with alleluias; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  Music: Robert Williams, 1781-1821. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Let Us Rejoice 
 

Refrain: This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad.   
              This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

1.  Give thanks to the Lord for God is good; God’s mercy endures forever; let the house of   
     Israel say: “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 

2.  The hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, God’s right hand is exalted, I shall not die,  
     but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord. 
 

3.  The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, the Lord of love and  
     mercy has brought wonder to our eyes! 
 
Text: Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Marty Haugen, © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL; Music: Marty Haugen, © 1983, GIA Publications, 
Inc. 

 
Parish Prayer for Easter 

 

Heavenly Father, we are about to embark on new beginnings as we face an end. 
May our eyes be fixed on the prize of your everlasting love. We ask that You lead and direct us 

as we go through new challenges of unification as one parish. 
Father stay close to us so that we do not stray from You.   

May we truly believe that we are better together. 
You are the Good Shepherd and we are your sheep,  

so help us to keep our eyes fixed on You as we trust You in all things. 
Grant us the provision for all that we need to be a new creation,  

as we journey into new beginnings as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
May our hearts be open to hear and listen to the whispers of your directing Holy Spirit.   

We do not stand alone in faith.  
We know that we are truly better together!  Amen. 

Text: Based on Psalm 118:24; Isaiah 6:3.  Text and music © 1975, Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and OCP.  All rights reserved. 

Virtual Hymnal for Neighbors North Livestream Mass 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER / DIVINE MERCY 
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Ted Rybka 



Presentation of the Altar: Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 
 
Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
               Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name. 
 
1.  Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  He is the King of creation. 
 
2.  Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. 
 
3.  We have been crucified with Christ.  Now we shall live for ever. 
 
4.  God has proclaimed his gracious gift:  Life eternal for all who believe. 
 
Text: Donald Fishel, b. 1950  Tune: ALLEULUIA No. 1, 8 8 with refrain; Donald Fishel, b. 1950; descant harm. by Betty Pulkinghan, b. 1929, Charles Mallory b. 
1953, and George Mims, b. 1938. © 1973, and descant 1979, International Liturgy Publications. 

 
 
Communion Hymn: The Risen Christ 
 
1.  Oh, the splendor of creation, God’s own hand and love’s design.  We below in adoration 
see                
     the gifts of the divine; mountains high and rushing waters, all the beauty of the skies.  Yet       
     more beautiful the glory of the risen Christ. 
 
Refrain:  We will see him lifted high, we will meet him in the sky.  He will come and we will 
rise in the glory of the Risen Christ. 
 
2.  Oh, the mystery of Calv’ry: love laid bare upon the cross, broken heart and wounds wide  
     open, mercy’s way for all of us.  Nail and thorn could hold no power over sinless sacrifice,   
     hope amid the darkest hour of the risen Christ. 
 
© 2014, Sarah Hart, River Oaks Music Company, Mesmerized Music, Word Music, LLC, and All Essential Music (ASCAP).  Administered by capitolCMGPublish-
ing.com, Word Music Group, LLC, and Essential Music Publishing, LLC.  Published by Spirit &Song, a division of OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  
All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 
 
Sending Forth:  Sing to the Mountains 
 
Refrain:  Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea.  Raise your voices, lift your hearts. 
               This is the day the Lord has made.  Let all the earth rejoice. 

 
1.  I will give thanks to you, my Lord.  You have answered my plea. 
     You have saved my soul from death.  You are my strength and my song. 
 
3.  This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us be glad and rejoice. 
     Death has lost and all is life.  Sing of the glory of God. 
 



         Parish Social Ministry  

MaryJo Robbins 

Gratitude 
It may not be the first thing on your mind right now, but we need to remember 
that God can take any situation and use it for good, if we are open to his 
promptings.  

Thank you for good health.  Thank you for family and friends who remind us that we are 
loved.    Thank you for medical professionals who unselfishly care for the sick.  Thank you for 
the technology that allows us to go to Mass at home and to keep in contact with our loved 
ones. Thank you for Spring.  

Above all, thank you for the gift of Your Son, so that even in these trying times, we can know 
that you are ever present, saving us from our worry and never leaving us without hope. 

We Are Here For You: Our Society of St. Vincent de Paul assists those in our community 
with financial needs and our food pantry.  During this challenging time of coronavirus, many 
have been laid off and are waiting to receive unemployment.  Recent legislation should 
protect the unemployed from eviction or from having utilities shut off.  Should you find 
yourself in need, please contact the Social Ministry office at 412-364-8999, ext 8637.   

230 Years and Counting: Now is the time to be completing your 2020 Census.  Taken every 
10 years, the first census was in 1790! Our input effects our representation in government and 
the distribution of funds for everything from highways to school lunch programs to low 
income housing.  We all need to be counted:  it is your civic duty to participate in this process. 
You should have received a census form in the mail but you can easily complete online at 
www.2020census.gov.   

While You Are At Home: Did you pick up the free book given out last Christmas, Letter to 
a Suffering Church by Bishop Robert Barron?  Now is a good time to go back and take a 
look at it.  The focus of this short book is on the clergy sexual abuse crisis.  Bishop Barron 
looks over the history of our Catholic Church, not skipping any of the horrible deeds of 
humans or the beauty of the faith that we profess.  Our current health crisis also adds to our 
‘spiritual crisis’.  Give this little book a re-read, then pass it along to someone else who needs 
a reminder of ‘why we should stay’. 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, tea, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce,  corn, canned pasta 
sauce,  jar pasta sauce, Progresso soup, hamburger helper, Uncle Ben’s rice, condiments, jelly, 
cereal, Chef Boyardee, dishwashing soap, paper products and detergent.  We have set out a 
food collection bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  Please drop off you 
donations there when you are already out to take care of necessary tasks.  Thank You! 

Bundle Drive: Some have been asking about the Spring Bundle Drive that SVDP usually 
offers.  The diocesan SVDP offices are closed, so we cannot confirm a Bundle Drive, but we 
will let you know if and when we can get it scheduled! 



The Second Sunday of Easter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The disciples are huddled together, frightened, in a 
room. The doors locked, notwithstanding, Jesus entered 
the room and greeted the disciples with a sign of peace. 
Some have interpreted this sign of peace as more than 
the “all be well with you,” variety but more of the 
“shalom” type which entails a perfect harmony with 
God. In any case, the disciples received the Holy Spirit 
and came to understand the peace Jesus intended. It 
happened that Thomas was not with the disciples when 
Jesus appeared, but the following week, Jesus returned 
and Thomas was present. He would only believe what 
he had heard about Jesus’ appearance if he could touch 
the wounds in Jesus’ body. Jesus invited Thomas to do 
so, but also told him that the people who believed 
without seeing or touching were truly blessed. 
It may be that at this point folks are split it belief.  
There are those who believe in the bodily resurrection, 
as found in the tradition of the Church.  There are those 
who simply do not.  These post-resurrection gospels are 
packed with examples of both that demand more than 
intellectual assertion.   
The fact that Jesus’ wounds do not disappear speaks 
volumes about the Christos and volumes about us. Jesus 
is telling us that he is human, strangely unlimited by 
space and time, but wounded and resurrected at the 
same time. Could it be that the Christos is revealing to 
us the goal of “humanness?”  Does not every Christian 
desire to share in the life of Father, Son and Spirit now 
and in glory? 
As we are so often reminded today that “we are not in 
this alone,”  “this” being life in containment, Jesus, 
turns to the gathered the community of believers now 
including Thomas, and invites them to witness his 
physicality, his woundedness and his glory.  We can 
share in the community of Father, Son and Spirit, even 
in a wounded and wounding world.  
In this account Jesus addresses the community of faith.  
Jesus boldly allows us to explore and ask questions.  
While in our midst, Jesus gives us God’s Spirit of peace 
and then reminds us to be a reconciling community that 
is all about His mission.  We are reminded of our 
baptismal promises and encouraged to get busy taking 
Jesus’ light even to the darkest places in the world. 
 

Jesus Meets US in Our 

Fears & Doubts! 

Breaking Open the Word:  
John 20:19-31 
After eight days Jesus came in and 
stood among them. The Gospel passage narrates two 
appearances of the risen Jesus. In both stories, his 
first words are "Peace be with you." Jesus sent his 
disciples out with the gift of peace, to be signs of his 
healing presence in the world. The second appear-
ance involves the apostle Thomas who needs evi-
dence of Jesus' resurrection. 

Listen to the Word: As you reflect on this gospel, 

what words or phrases strike you? What in this read-
ing touches your heart? What lingers in your 
memory? 

Look into Your Life: 
Children: Jesus appeared to the disciples even 
though they were afraid and locked in the closed 
room. How can you show Jesus to another person 
this week by how you act? 
Youth: Thomas didn’t believe because he hadn’t 
seen Jesus with his own eyes. Is it difficult for you to 
believe in God without being able to see God? How 
do you see God in the words and actions of others? 
Adults: Jesus said: "Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe." Reflect on a time when you 
experienced a real presence of Jesus. Give one ex-
ample of how you will show your belief in Jesus this 
week - how you are being sent forth. 

Alleluia 
Just Do It:  
Jesus sends us out in faith to share the good news 
with others. Review the 
Corporal Works of  Mer-
cy listed below. Then 
choose one that the  family 
can do together this week. 
Feed the hungry. Give 
drink to the thirsty. Clothe 
the naked. Visit the             
imprisoned. Shelter the 
homeless. Visit the sick. 
Bury the dead.  
Jesus' first words to his apostles were "Peace be 
with you." After each evening meal or before you go 
to bed, have family members extend the sign of 
peace to each  other. 

Deacon Robert 
Koslosky 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
Victor Boerio 



Second Sunday of Easter Readings   

 

Acts of the Apostles 
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the 

apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking 

of bread and to the prayers.  Awe came upon 

everyone, and many wonders and signs were done 

through the apostles. 

 

All who believed were together and had all things 

in common; they would sell their property and 

possessions 

and divide them among all according to each one’s 

need. 

 

Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 

together in the temple area and to breaking bread 

in their homes. 

 

They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of 

heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the 

people. 

 

And every day the Lord added to their number 

those who were being saved. 

The First Letter of St. Peter 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you 

who by the power of God are safeguarded through 

faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 

final time. 

 

In this you rejoice, although now for a little while 

you may have to suffer through various trials, so that 

the genuineness of your faith, more precious than 

gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, 

may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

Although you have not seen him you love him; 

even though you do not see him now yet believe in 

him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 

joy, as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation 

of your souls. 

The Gospel of St. John 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 

for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood in their midst 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. 

The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 

and whose sins you retain are retained.”                                     

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 

So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” 

But he said to them,                                                                 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 

and put my finger into the nail marks 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”      

Now a week later his disciples were again inside 

and Thomas was with them. 

Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 

and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands, 

and bring your hand and put it into my side, 

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 

Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you 

have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 

Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his  

disciples 

that are not written in this book. 

But these are written that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
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Youth Ministry   

Youth Group News: 

All events postponed until further notice.   
Keep an eye on your email for updates and new information! 

Our high school Seniors lost a lot this year, so here is a ‘Senior Appreciation’ 
page to celebrate them!  If  you see any of  them shown on this page or next 

weeks bulletin, (after all of  this is over, of  course) wish them congratulations 
on their senior year of  high school! 
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