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New Name Soon! 

Many are eager to know what the name of our new parish will be.  After a 
long process of names being suggested by the parish at large, then the vetting 

by the Pastoral Council, and the submitting of the resulting 14 names to Bishop Zubik and his 
return of 13, and then further narrowing down based on our knowledge of the names that other 
groupings were proposing, these are the five names we have sent to Bishop Zubik, along 
with the number of votes for each, leaving the final choice to him.  

Christ Our Hope Parish—258 

Our Lady of Light Parish– 236 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish—79 

Saint Paul VI Parish—72 

Saint Martin de Porres Parish—42 

Two considerations need to be made.  First, Bishop Zubik must fit together the names of all 
(ultimately) 58 parishes in the diocese to prevent doubling and to reflect as much as possible 
the broad tradition and history of the Church.  Therefore, he is not limited to these names 
and can give us any name he wants.  The purpose of this advisory process is to give him some 
ideas about our identity so that he is not just picking names out of a hat. 

Second, each of our proposed names has pros and cons.  For a pro example: Because all four 
of our parishes have a strong history of charity and service to the poor, Saint Martin de Porres 
(fewest votes) is a wonderful representation of these virtues;  For a con example: Christ Our 
Hope (most votes) is very similar to Christ Our Savior, our next door neighbor to the south, 
possibly resulting in some confusion.  Nevertheless, these are all fine parish names. 

We were told this week that our new name will be announced by the weekend of May 30-
31. 

In Other News: Thanks to the very hard work of our Finance Manager, Pat 
D’Amico, all four of our parishes were approved for the Payroll Protection 
Program offered by the federal government for businesses with less than 500 
employees, enabling us to continue to pay our employees, most of whom are 
working from home, through the end of June.  Holy Cross Academy was also 
approved….stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “Sometimes I think we’re alone in the uni-
verse, and sometimes I think we’re not.  Either way, the idea is quite stagger-
ing.”  - Arthur C. Clarke 
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Gathering Hymn:  You Are the Voice 
 

Refrain: You are the voice of the living God, calling us now to live in your love, to be children 
              of God once again!   
 

1.  Praise for the light that shines through the night, from darkness to light,  
     From death to new life, and praise to the morning that brings forth the sun, 
     To open our eyes to the Lord!  To open our eyes to the Lord!  (Refrain) 
 

2.  Praise for the water that springs from the sea, the seed that gives life to all who believe, 
     God’s love overflowing, our hearts know the joy, 
     To be daughters and son of the Lord!  To be daughters and sons of the Lord!  (Refrain) 
 

Text: David Haas, b. 1957; Tune: David Haas, B. 1957; acc. By Jeanne Cotter, b. 1964; ©1983, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Responsorial Psalm: Shepherd Me, O God 
 

Refrain: Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 

1. God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want; I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love;     
     I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  (Refrain) 
 

2. You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, Crowning me with love beyond my  
     pow’r to hold.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the day of my life; I will dwell in the house  
     of my God forevermore.  (Refrain) 
Text: Psalm 23; Marty Haugen; Music: Marty Haugen; © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Parish Prayer for Easter 

 

Heavenly Father, we are about to embark on new beginnings as we face an end. 
May our eyes be fixed on the prize of your everlasting love. We ask that You lead and 

direct us as we go through new challenges of unification as one parish. 
Father stay close to us so that we do not stray from You.   

May we truly believe that we are better together. 
You are the Good Shepherd and we are your sheep,  

so help us to keep our eyes fixed on You as we trust You in all things. 
Grant us the provision for all that we need to be a new creation,  

as we journey into new beginnings as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
May our hearts be open to hear and listen to the whispers of your directing Holy Spirit.   

We do not stand alone in faith. We know that we are truly better together!   

Amen. 
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Presentation of the Altar: Risen Lord, We Gather Round You 
 

1.  Sisters, brothers, stand beside us, called from ev’ry land and race.   
     One the Bread of Life that feeds us, one the Cup of brimming grace.   
     Form us, Lord, a single body, free from enmity and strife.  
     Jesus, by your resurrection, Fill us with the Spirit’s life. 
 

2.  By the Loaf and Cup you offer, strengthen us to follow you. 
     By your Body, risen, given, heal us, Christ, and make us new. 
     Help us hear your urgent summons, cutting through our fear of loss: 
     “Go, my people! Be my servants! Bear with me the waiting cross!” 
 

3.  “Go where lives are bruised and broken; Go where children waste and blight. 
     Go among the lost, forgotten; be for them my healing Light. 
     Take the Bread of Life I give you; share it with a world in pain. 
     Go, my people!  I am with you till on earth my love shall reign!”     
 
Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. 1923-2007, alt.  Tune:  GREENSBURG, 8 7 8 7 D; Bob Moore, b. 1962; © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Communion Hymn: O God, You Search Me 
 

1.  O God, you search me and you know me.  All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
     When I walk or lie down you are before me:  Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 

2.  You know my resting and my rising.  You discern my purpose from afar, 
     And with love everlasting you besiege me: In ev’ry moment of life or death, you are. 
 

3.  Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, You have known its meaning through and through. 
     You are with me beyond my understanding: God of my present my past and future, too. 
 

4.  Although your Spirit is upon me, still I search for shelter from your light. 
    There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 

5.  For you created me and shaped me, gave me life within my mother’s womb. 
     For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 
 
Text based on Psalm 139.  Text and music © 1992, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:  Celtic Alleluia Sending Forth 

 

Refrain:   Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

1.  Now he is living, the Christ. Out of the tomb he is risen;  
     He has conquered death, opened heaven to all believers.    
     (Refrain) 
 

2. Christ is the first-fruits from death, filling the church with his  
     glory! Darkness vanishes in the light of his power.  (Refrain) 
 
©1985, 1996, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved.  
 
 



         Parish Social Ministry  

The Common Good 
 

We are blessed with many freedoms in the United States.  So when under stay at 
home orders due to Covid19 we are very likely to start getting frustrated and 

want things to ‘get back to normal’.  It is important to remember that we are called to the 
common good. Like many of our civil laws, the common good is based in our Church 
teachings.  These ideas were not  created in the recent past.  Our Church has over 2000 years of 
experience with human behavior teaching us how to care for each other.  We stay home 
because is helps all of society and not just ourselves.  In fact, it may be downright 
inconvenient, but it is not about ‘me’ it is about ‘us’.   

So we can get through this together in a way that anyone of us alone could not.  I can stay 
home wear a mask and gloves when I go out and that protects me from you and you from me.  
And, when we all do the same, we can make an impact far beyond just you and me. 

We don’t know what our new normal is going to look like in the months ahead.  Our sense of 
individual rights-being free to do what I want when I want—might need to be adjusted. Not 
eliminated, just adjusted to cope with the situation at hand. Such changes in attitude need  to 
come from within.  Isn’t that what this is about?  We.  Us.  Others first. 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, tea, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce,  corn, canned pasta 
sauce,  jar pasta sauce, Progresso soup, hamburger helper, Uncle Ben’s rice, condiments, jelly, 
cereal, Chef Boyardee, dishwashing soap, paper products and detergent.  We have set out a 
food collection bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  Please drop off you 
donations there when you are already out to take care of necessary tasks.  Thank You! 

Funeral Follow Ups: Please know that during this time of coronavirus we cannot have 
funeral Masses.  Because of this, we may not hear of the death of our parishioners.  If you 
have had a loved one die or if you know of a parishioner that has died, please send an email so 
that we can reach out in support to the family.  We do not want to add to the grief experienced 
by not having a response from the church. Thank you for helping our community stay 
connected during these challenging times.  Please email any information to me at 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org. 

Bundle Drive: Some have been asking about the Spring Bundle Drive that SVDP usually 
offers.  The diocesan SVDP offices are closed so we cannot confirm a Bundle Drive, but we 
will let you know if and when we can get it scheduled! 

Please DO NOT drop off clothing donations at the blue St. Vincent de Paul boxes.  
Due to our health crisis, items are not being picked up.  Items left on the ground will 
be ruined by the elements.  We will inform you when collections can begin again.  
Thank you. 

MaryJo Robbins 



 May 3 4th Easter 
I find it strange that the Gospel is not 
about wayward sheep being placed over 
the shoulders of the shepherd and being 
carried home..  As a matter of fact, it’s not 
about sheep at all.  This gospel uniquely 

focuses on the role and place of the shepherd and in 
order to properly understand this selection, we have to 
look back to the first century Palestine.                                                                  
When the day was nearing its end, the shepherd would 
search for a sheep corral for the evening. The shepherd 
would place his sheep in the gated, fenced- in corral and 
then usually find a place to sleep while owners of the 
corral would watch the sheep.  The “sheep-gate” was 
the passage or gate that closed keeping the sheep safe.  
It was not irregular for a shepherd to sleep in the 
opening, safeguarding the flock.                               
Now comes the sun and the new day. The shepherd 
returns to pick up the sheep.  The shepherd has names 
for each sheep.  He knows his flock.  He stands there 
calling each by name and when his sheep rightfully 
assemble he leads them out – with his flock in tow. In 
this parable, Jesus is the gate. The Shepherd has a loving 
familiarity with us.  He calls us each by name and leads 
us to good pasture.                                     
Any person placed in a leadership position is a 
shepherd, of sorts.  It is not too much of a stretch to 
see ourselves in partnership with the governing action 
of God. We were sealed in this at Baptism.  Being 
anointed priest, prophet and king, entails that we share 
in the Kingship of Jesus.  Put the crowns and scepters 
away!  This Kingship is one of service and love, of 
washing the feet of our brothers and sisters.  
During these days of a pandemic, leaders (shepherds) 
have risen among us from the very young who used her 
piggy bank money and $50 forwarded from mom and 
dad to purchase snacks and goodies for the local 
hospital ER staff, to the 100 year old WWII veteran in 
Bedfordshire, England who walked around his garden 
100 times and raised over 23 million dollars for health 
care.  There are countless people volunteering to get 
food to the underserved and to our senior population.  
All shepherds, all partners with Jesus in the liberative 
and redemptive work of God. 
 

We enter life to the full through 
Christ. 

Breaking Open the Word: 1 Peter 2:20b
-25 

By his wounds you were healed! The reference to 
Isaiah’s Suffering Servant in today’s second reading, 
points to the example of Christ. Jesus Christ was  
truly innocent and when he suffered, he did not     
oppose with force. Early Christians clung to this 
message, when they were suffering persecution as 
followers of Jesus. 

Listen to the Word: As you read the epistle of     
Peter, is there a line or phrase that strikes or intrigues 
you? 
 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: How is Jesus your example when others 
don’t like you? 
Youth: Sheep know their shepherd and follow his 
voice. How hard is it for you to recognize the voice 
of God in your own life? Who has helped you hear 
God’s voice? 
Adults: In what specific ways is Christ an example 
which you can follow when dealing with others, es-
pecially with the ones against whom you hold a 
grudge or those who dislike you? 
 
Just Do It: As a family, identify some of the voices 
that try to drown out Jesus’ voice in today’s culture. 
Discuss how these voices can lead us astray… Or…
Who are the ones in need in your family, extended 
family, neighborhood, or community, for whom you 
can be a shepherd? How can you as a family help 
meet these needs in a caring way. 
 
 

Daily Scripture readings are available on the web: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings  
Daily 3 Minute Retreats:                                    
3MinuteRetreat@loyolapress.com 

Good Shepherd Sunday 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050320.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050320.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings


 May 3 4th Easter 

The Acts of the Apostles 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
raised his voice, and proclaimed: 
“Let the whole house of Israel know for certain 
that God has made both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and they asked Peter and the other apostles, 
“What are we to do, my brothers?” 
Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is made to you and to your children 
and to all those far off, 
whomever the Lord our God will call.” 
He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting 
them, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand persons were added that day. 

The First Letter of Saint Peter                 

Beloved: 
If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is 
good, 
this is a grace before God. 
For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example that you should follow in his 
footsteps. 
He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth. 

When he was insulted, he returned no insult; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
instead, he handed himself over to the one who judg-
es justly. 
He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, 
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteous-
ness. 
By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you had gone astray like sheep, 
but you have now returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 

 

Good Shepherd Sunday Readings 

 

The Gospel of St. John                                

Jesus said: 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 
but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 
But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice, 
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, 
he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice. 
But they will not follow a stranger; 
they will run away from him, 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
 

Although Jesus used this figure of speech, 
the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell 
them.  

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; 
I came so that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” 
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Youth Ministry   
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Youth Group News: 

All events postponed until further notice.   
Keep an eye on your email for updates and new information! 

 



Holy Cross Academy    










