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Congratulations 

Father Leroy!  50 Years! 

Next Saturday, May 16, our Father Leroy DiPietro will observe his 50th anniversary of 
priestly ordination.  This is no small accomplishment, and our only regret is that we are 
currently unable to have an appropriate Mass and celebration at this time of isolation.  I’m 
sure that 50 years ago Father Leroy could not have imagined the things that would lie ahead. 

Father Leroy has been in residence at Saint Athanasius for 11 years, helping out with 
Masses, confessions, funerals, and many other priestly ministries as he is needed, even 
though his primary assignment is Delegate for Retired Priests, a full time and demanding 
job helping to oversee more than 100 retired priests in various residences, nursing homes, and 
states of health.  His calm and always cheerful disposition makes him most suited for this 
kind of work.  He also serves as chaplain to the Sisters of 
Saint Benedict in Bakerstown, who appreciate his gentle 
demeanor and fine homilies. 

Since he will not be able to have an anniversary Mass in church, 
he will be celebrating the online prerecorded Mass on May 16, 
which can be seen at 4 pm, and will then continue to be 
available Saturday evening and into Sunday. 

Although Father Leroy has been eligible for retirement himself 
for more than five years, he continues to serve the Church with 
undiminished joy and enthusiasm. 

As the “Senior Statesman” of all the clergy in our grouping, we 
priests and deacons are grateful that he shares his wisdom and 
experience with us. 

In Other News: We are having confessions in our Saint Teresa parking lot on 
Saturdays from 11 am—1 pm.  Last week it seemed to go smoothly, so we’ll be 
following pretty much the same routine.  It is possible that indoor confessions 
may soon be permitted again—with proper distancing, of course, so we’ll be 
providing information as it becomes available….stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “When they discover the center of the uni-
verse, a lot of people will be disappointed to discover they are not it.” 
  - Bernard Bailey 



Dear Lord, 

 Bless every mother with the finest of your spiritual 
blessings today. Confirm in her heart and spirit the work 
of her hands and the love that she has so freely given to 
those children under Your care. Validate her worth daily 
so she has no reason to doubt whether she is loved, 

valued, and cherished in the eyes of her Heavenly Father. 

 Create in her a deep sense of your protection and trust, 
so that worry and fear will disappear as she places her 
loved ones into Your care. Let her know that every prayer 
she has prayed and every encouraging word she has 
spoken on behalf of her children has been transformed 
into sweet, fragrant offerings before Your throne. 

 Whisper deep within her spirit the sweet words she 
longs to hear from You—that nothing can ever separate 
her from Your love. Help her to nestle daily into the 
promises of Your Word, standing with faith on the things 
You declare are true. Let her know that You reward 
faithfulness, but that true success doesn’t lie in her 
accomplishments or accolades. Let her rest in the 
knowledge that she has done all she can—and that she 
and those she loves—truly belong to you. Bless her with a 
servant spirit so she can teach her own the joy of hearing 
one day, “Well done!” 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  
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Gathering Hymn:  Be Joyful, Mary 

 

1.  Be joyful, Mary, heav’nly Queen, Be joyful, Mary!   
     Your grief has changed to joy serene, alleluia!  Rejoice, rejoice, O Mary! 
 

2.  The Son you bore by heaven’s grace, Be joyful, Mary! 
     Did by his death our guilt erase, alleluia!  Rejoice, rejoice, O Mary! 
 

3.  The Lord has risen from the dead, Be joyful, Mary! 
     He rose in glory as he said, alleluia!  Rejoice, rejoice, O Mary! 
 

4.  Now pray to God, O Virgin fair, Be joyful, Mary! 
     That he our souls to heaven bear, alleluia!  Rejoice, rejoice, O Mary!    
 

Text: Regina caeli, jubila; Latin, 17th C.; tr. anon. in Psallite, 1901; Tune REGINA CAELI, 8 5 8 4 7; Leisentritt’s Gesangbuch, 1584, alt.  

      
Responsorial Psalm: Let Your Mercy Be On Us 
 

Refrain: Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
 

1.  Your words, O God, are truth indeed, and all your works are ever faithful; 
      You love justice and right, your compassion fills all creation. (Refrain) 
 

2.  See how the eye of God is watching, ever guarding all who wait in hope, 
     To deliver them from death and sustain them in time of famine. (Refrain) 

 

3.  Exult, you just, in the Lord, for praise is the song of the righteous! 
     How happy the people of God, the ones whom God has chosen! (Refrain) 
 

Text: Psalm 33:1, 4-5, 12, 18-19, 20, 22; Marty Haugen;© 1987, 2011, GIA Publications, Inc.; English refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL. Music: Marty Haugen, © 1987, 
1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Parish Prayer for Easter 

 

Heavenly Father, we are about to embark on new beginnings as we face an end. 
May our eyes be fixed on the prize of your everlasting love. We ask that You lead and direct us 

as we go through new challenges of unification as one parish. 
Father stay close to us so that we do not stray from You.   

May we truly believe that we are better together. 
You are the Good Shepherd and we are your sheep,  

so help us to keep our eyes fixed on You as we trust You in all things. 
Grant us the provision for all that we need to be a new creation,  

as we journey into new beginnings as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
May our hearts be open to hear and listen to the whispers of your directing Holy Spirit.   

We do not stand alone in faith. We know that we are truly better together!  Amen. 

 

Virtual Hymnal for Neighbors North Catholic Community 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 10 May 2020 



 

Presentation of the Altar: Love Goes On 
 
1.  Love our journey, love our goal, though our faith may move the mountains, 
     Love alone can heal the broken; only love will make us whole. 
 
2.  Love, our Savior’s one command: “Love the way that I have loved you,” 
     With a towel and a basin, washing feet with servant hands. 
 
3.  There are three gifts that remain when all other things have perished. 
     Only faith, hope, love enduring, and the greatest gift is love. 
 
Text: Based on 1 Corinthians 13, John 13.  Text and music © 2004, 2012, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
 
Communion Hymn: Worthy Is the Lamb 
 
Refrain:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive honor and glory. 
               Worthy are the ones who believe to receive the goodness of God. 
 
1.  Worthy are you, O Paschal Lamb. Wisdom and strength belong now to you. 
     You laid down your life and died upon the cross: we’ve become a people of hope. (Refrain) 
 
2.  Worthy are you, O Bread of Life.  Salvation and joy belong now to us.   
     By conquering death and rising to new life, we’ve become a people of praise. (Refrain) 
 
Text: Based on Revelation 5:9-14.  Text and music © 1997, Ricky Manolo, CSP. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
 
Sending Forth:  Sing a New Song 

 
Refrain:  Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 
               Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 
 
1.  Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come. 
     He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. (Refrain) 
 
2.  Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
     The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised.   
     I know my Savior lives. (Refrain) 
 
Text: Based on Psalm 98:1,4-6.  Text and music © 1972, 2008, Dan Schutte.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 
 
     
 
 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Happy Mothers Day 
How nice to have a day to celebrate!  Whether our ‘together’ is over the phone,  
in person, or in memory, we honor our mothers in a special way today.  Not only 
did they embrace life, they were our first teachers and friends.  Thank you to all 
mothers for the many sacrifices made, the gifts shared and unconditional love 

poured out to us.  Thank you to our Blessed Mother, the most pure example of maternal love.  
Thank you to all mothers….including birth mothers, adoptive mothers, foster mothers and 
spiritual mothers.  Each of you embraces love of life in your particular calling that is distinctly 
and uniquely feminine.  Your witness to our world is invaluable.  Thank you and have a happy 
Mothers Day! 

Be Kind to Yourself: Taking care of our mental and emotional health is not to be taken 
lightly.  What do you need to do to keep your spirits up?  Avoiding information overload is 
important.  We are being bombarded with negative news.  Seek support with calls to friends 
and online meetings with loved ones.   Keep your routine. Make sure that you take advantage 
of a sunny day!   Think more about others and less about yourself.  Go for a walk.  Plant some 
flowers.  Say your prayers.  Better days are coming. 

Thank You Holy Cross Academy: The HCA PTG put out the call to their families for food 
for the Food Pantry run by our St. Vincent de Paul.  They held a drive up drop off on April 30.  
Thank you to all—-the families, donors and especially the organizers of this drive.  May your 
generosity come back to you in the form of many, many blessings. 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, tea, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce,  corn, canned pasta 
sauce,  jar pasta sauce, Progresso soup, hamburger helper, Uncle Ben’s rice, condiments, jelly, 
cereal, Chef Boyardee, dishwashing soap, paper products and detergent.  We have set out a 
food collection bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  Please drop off you 
donations there when you are already out to take care of necessary tasks.  Thank You! 

Month of May: Our Catholic faith has so many 
wonderful traditions, one of which is 
remembering Our Blessed Mother in a special 
way during the month of May.  Remember May 
Crowning?  While not happening this year, you 
can set up your own May Altar at home making a 
special prayer space.  Bring in some flowers, set 
near a statue of Mary, and pray your rosary.  
Embrace the traditions of our faith.  Pass them on 
to your children and grandchildren. 
  

MaryJo Robbins 



The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

St. John offers us an ideal Gospel for 
this time after Easter.  This selection 
which is taken from the dialogue at the 
Last Supper is ideal for us and for the 
world in 2020.  It comes after the 

washing of the feet of Jesus’ disciples and before the 
departure to the Garden of Gethsemane.                                                                 
There is a  dynamic found in this gospel selection.  It 
is the mixture of comfort and fear. Those gathered at 
the Last Supper do not understand the things Jesus is 
saying.  Fear strikes at the unknowing.                 
Comfort reminds me of Ebenezer Scrooge verbally 
sparring with his ghostly partner-in-life Jacob 
Marley.  Having reached exhaustion, Scrooge says, 
“Speak words of comfort to me, Jacob.”  The specter 
replies,  “I have none to give.”  Realizing that it is a 
bit of a stretch, the apostles are asking Jesus for 
words of comfort, reminiscent of a classroom review 
before the final exam.  The apostles are all about 
who? where? what? how? and why?  Jesus could 
have blurted out and justly so, “Where have you 
people been these three years?”   Unlike Jacob 
Marley, Jesus, however, does have words of comfort 
to offer those gathered in the Upper Room and to us 
Twenty-one  centuries later. 

D o  n o t  l e t  y o u r  h e a r t s  b e  t r o u b l e d  .                                                         
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.                          
I will come back again and take you to myself.                                      
I  a m  t h e  w a y ,  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  t h e  l i f e  .                                                       
I am in the Father and the Father is in me. 

In our darkest hours during these days of social 
distancing, separation, masks, job loss, anxiety, and 
lockdowns, we tend to look for sources of comfort.  
Things to keep the kids occupied, Zoom, movies, 
books, and house cleaning are solutions but at this 
time they are running thin. As Americans, we also 
turn to comfort foods.  While grocery shopping I was 
startled to see that  no or very little Mac n’ Cheese 
were on the shelves.  The idyllic comfort food has 
been depleted (momentarily). Maybe its time to look 
to Jesus, like the apostles, for words of comfort.  “Do 
not let your hearts be troubled even in the midst of a 
pandemic.”  This is God speaking to us.  God is 
opening the deepest mystery of the whole Christian 
faith—the way God can become a complete human 
being without ceasing to be God or human.  Let us 
cling to Jesus in prayer and listening.  Let us end fear 
and draw comfort from his presence and words. 

I AM - have faith in me! 
Breaking Open the Word: John 14:1-
12 

If you know me, you also know my fa-
ther. The      evangelist of today’s Gospel situated the 
words of Jesus, “I am the way”; in the context of the 
last meal Jesus shared with his disciples on the night 
before he died. His words brought comfort in the 
face of impending distress. Jesus’ words also gave 
the disciples direction for the days ahead. 

Listen to the Word: In this reading from John’s 
Gospel, what phrases, words or images catch your 
attention? Is there one promise of Christ you hear 
most clearly? 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: What are some ways that you can act like 
Jesus if he were in your situation? 
Youth: Jesus states “He is the way, the truth, the 
life” and he asks us to do as he does. How do you try 
to follow Jesus’ way, truth and life? 
Adults: How are the promises of this Gospel passage 
made real in your own life? How do you experience 
yourself doing greater works than even Jesus did? 
Have Fun- Just Do It: Discuss with your family 
how Jesus gives direction to our lives. Conclude with 
a family prayer expressing faith in Jesus as the way, 
the truth, and the life… Gather with your family at 
mealtime and talk about the troubles of the day. Re-
mind each other that we need to place our troubles 
in the hands of the Lord. For the mealtime prayer, 
reread the Gospel reading for this Sunday (John 
14:1-12) to your family… With the younger members 
of the family or the young of heart, go outside in the 
backyard and play the “old fashion” game, “Follow 
the Leader” as a family. Have a family discussion 
about what it means to follow the way of the Lord. 
      
  

May 10 2020 



The Fifth Sunday of Easter Readings  
 The Acts of the Apostles 

 

As the number of disciples continued to grow, 
the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being neglected in 
the daily distribution. 
So the Twelve called together the community of the 
disciples and said, 
“It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to 
serve at table. 
Brothers, select from among you seven reputable 
men,  filled with the Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we shall appoint to this task, 
whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word.” 
The proposal was acceptable to the whole community,  
so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the 
Holy Spirit, 
also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
They presented these men to the apostles 
who prayed and laid hands on them. 
The word of God continued to spread, 
and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem in-
creased greatly;  even a large group of priests were 
becoming obedient to the faith.  
 

The First Letter of Saint Peter 
 

Beloved: 
Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human 
beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, 
and, like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
For it says in Scripture: 
Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, 
a cornerstone, chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in it shall not be put to 
shame. 
Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but 
for those without faith: 
The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone, and 
A stone that will make people stumble, 
and a rock that will make them fall. 
They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their 
destiny. 

You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people of his own, 
so that you may announce the praises” of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. 

The Gospel of Saint John 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
You have faith in God; have faith also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 
If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for 
you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back again and take you to myself, 
so that where I am you also may be. 
Where I am going you know the way.” 
Thomas said to him, 
“Master, we do not know where you are going; 
how can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, I  am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, 
“Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough 
for us.”  
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a 
time and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Fa-
ther is in me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my 
own.  The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me,  or else, believe because of the works themselves. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, 
and will do greater ones than these, 
because I am going to the Father.”  

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/051020.cfm#


Neighbors North Catholic Community  

Deacon Richard R. Cessar 
  rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 

Deacon Gary L. Comer 
 gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 

Deacon William R. Palamara Jr. 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 

Deacon Robert Koslosky 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Parish Secretary 
MaryAnn Cooper  
mcooper@stathanasiuswv.org 

Saint Athanasius 
(412) 931-4624 

Parish Secretary 
Geraldine Seidl 

Incarnation of the 
Lord 

(412) 931-2911 

Executive Secretary 
Barb Walkauskas x8410 
bwalkauskas@saintsebastianparish.org  
Secretary 
Julie Stiehler x8451 
jstiehler@saintsebastianparish.org  

Saint Sebastian 
(412) 364-8999 

Saint Teresa of 
Avila 

(412) 367-9001 

Director of Facilities:  Michael Stobba 
412-367-9001 x509              mstobba@avilaparish.org 
 
Director of Human  Resources:    John Flaherty 
412-364-8999 x8114          jflaherty@avilaparish.org 
 
Youth Minister:   Katie Dorman 
412-364-8999 x8520      kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Safe Environment  Coordinator:  Marilyn Ruffner 
412-931-2911 x5        mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 

Faith Formation 
Victor Boerio x213 
vboerio@stathanasiuswv.org  

Finance Manager 
Pat D’Amico x8436 
pdamico@saintsebastianparish.org  
Administrative Assistant 
Ruth Hesidence x8419 
rhesidence@saintsebastianparish.org 

Director of Faith Formation 
Deacon Bob Koslosky x8521 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org  
Faith Formation Secretary 
Bette Weger x8529 
bweger@saintsebastianparish.org 

Bookkeeper 
Naomi Wells 
nwells@avilaparish.org x519 

Community Center Organizer 
Sister Evelyn Dettling  x222 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 

Bookkeeper 
Naomi Wells  x7 
businessmanagerincarnation@comcast.net 

Rev. Michael J. Maranowski   Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@diopitt.org 
 
Rev. Michael Zavage, M.Div,STB      Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Rev. Vincent F. Kolo                  Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org      

      Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro  In Residence 
      ldp@stathanasiuswv.org      Saint Athanasius 
 
      Rev. William E. Dorner        In Residence  
      frbilldorner@gmail.com       Saint Sebastian 
 
      Rev. Innocent Onuh  In Residence 
      ionuh@stathanasiuswv.org Saint Athanasius 

Pastoral Associate-Deacon Richard Cessar x8116 - rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 

Rev. John R. Rushofsky, M.S.Ed.          Administrator                       jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Co-Directors of Faith Formation 
Victor Boerio 412-931-4624 x213 
vboerio@stathanasiuswv.org  
Deacon Robert Koslosky 412-364-8999 x8521 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Secretary  

Tristan Schollenberger  
tschollenberger@avilaparish.org   

Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry:  Ted Rybka  
412-367-9001 x514                    trybka@avilaparish.org 
 
Associate Director of Music Ministry:  Ginny Ambrose  
412-367-9001 x549                     gambrose@avilaparish.org 
 
Associate Director of Liturgy:  David Dashiell 
412-367-9001  x517                               ddashiell@avilaparish.org          
 
Parish Social Minister:  MaryJo Robbins 
412-364-8999 x8637                    mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Associate Social Minister:  Sister Pat Mahoney 
412-364-8999 x8624           pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 

Bulletin Editor:       Kelly Ryan                                 
412-364-8999     communications@saintsebastianparish.org 

mailto:tschollenberger@avilaparish.org


Youth Ministry   
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Youth Group News: 

All events postponed until further notice.   
Keep an eye on your email for updates and new information! 
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