
 

June 21, 2020 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Administrator’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

10 Days To Go 
Although most of us are joyful about building a new parish and the many 

opportunities it presents, we cannot ignore the elephant in the room. 

The letter to all four of our parishes from Bishop Zubik back on May 27 stated the 
startling  reality that as of July 1, 2020, these parishes will canonically cease to exist.  
After serving West View, Observatory Hill, Ross Township and Perrysville for a 
combined total of 361 years, Saint Athanasius, Incarnation of the Lord, Saint Sebastian, 
and Saint Teresa of Avila Parishes will become memories. 

There is a great sense of sadness and loss as we move on, like saying goodbye to a 
longtime friend.  There is a grieving process that takes time to run its course, and it can 
involve various emotions, like denial, anger, dread, depression, fear, and even 
aggression.  If we do not acknowledge these feelings and face them honestly and work 
to resolve them, they can do considerable damage in the long run, to ourselves and to 
others. 

Grieving can be described as the pain of letting go.  It’s also the inability to deal with 
change, the loss of something that is familiar and comfortable, whether it’s a person, a 
home, or even a parish.  People grieve in different ways, but everyone does it at 
various times in their lives.  Many of us are doing it now, including me. 

It is OK to grieve, as long as it’s a stepping stone and not a final resting place.  Sooner 
or later we need to move on and commit ourselves to a new way of managing our life. 

Something to think about: “A great marriage is not when the 
‘perfect couple’ comes together.  It is when an imperfect couple learns to 
enjoy their differences.” 
 - Dave Meurer 

In Other news: In another week or so, we will be gradually reopening our  
parish offices—all four of them—for business.  We are calling our faithful employ-
ees back to sort through the backlog of mail, messages, emails, etc., but this will be a 
slow and cautious process that will comply with guidelines issued by the CDC.  
Hours that the offices will be available to the public will be posted and limited, so 
we are grateful for your continued patience and cooperation….stay tuned for more 
news…. 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # 920869-S by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved.                   Ted Rybka 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Glory and Praise to Our God 
 

REFRAIN: Glory and praise to our God, who alone give light to our days. 
                   Many are the blessings he bears to those who trust in his ways. 
 

1. We, the daughters and sons of him who built the valleys and plains, 
      Praise the wonders our God has done in ev’ry heart that sings. (Refrain) 
 

2. In his wisdom he strengthens us like gold that’s tested in fire. 
     Though the power of sin prevails, our God is there to save.  (Refrain) 
  
Text:  Based on Psalms 65, 66.  Text and music © 1976, OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Your Love Is Finer Than Life 
 

REFRAIN:  O God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you.  Your love is finer than life. 
 

1. As a dry and weary desert land, so my soul is thirsting for my God. 
       And my flesh is faint for the God I seek, for your love is more to me than life. (Refrain) 
 

2. I think of you when at night I rest, I reflect upon your steadfast love. 
       I will cling to you, O Lord my God, in the shadow of your wings I sing.  (Refrain) 
 

3. I will bless your name all the days I live, I will raise my hands and call on you, 
       My joyful lips shall sing your praise, you alone have filled my hungry soul.  (Refrain) 
 
Text:  Psalm 63: 2, 7-9, 5-6; Marty Haugen;  Music: Marty Haugen; © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Transition Prayer 

 

Lord, be with us, so that we might not look forward in fear to the changes in life. 
We are your very own. We believe that you will lead us safely through all things, 

And when we cannot stand it, you will carry us in your arms. 
May we not fear what will happen tomorrow.  

You are our everlasting Father who cares for us today. 
We believe that you will care for us every day. 

Lord, either shield us from suffering, or give us the unfailing strength to bear it. 
May we, the people of St. Athanasius, Incarnation of the Lord, St. Sebastian, and St. Teresa of 

Avila parishes, be at peace and so put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations. 
United with the prayers and example of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Preparation of the Altar:  Sing of the Lord’s Goodness 
 

1. Sing of the Lord’s goodness, Father of all wisdom, come to him and bless his name. 
     Mercy he has shown us, his love is forever, faithful to the end of days.  (Refrain) 

 

Hymnal for Neighbors North Catholic Community 
12th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 21 June 2020 



REFRAIN:    Come, then, all you nations, sing of your Lord’s goodness, melodies of praise 
                      and thanks to God.  Ring out the Lord’s glory, praise him your music,  
                      worship him and bless his name.  
 

2. Power he has wielded, honor is his garment, risen from the snares of death. 
     His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, new life he now gives to all.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, Spirit of our God most high; 
     Solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, splendor of the living God.  (Refrain) 
 

©1981, Ernest Sands.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Communion Hymn: Christ In Me, Arise 
 

REFRAIN:  Christ in me, arise and dispel all the darkness. 
                    Christ in me, arise with your power and your strength. 
                    Christ in me pour out your blessing and healing. 
                    Christ in me arise and I shall rise with you. 
 

1. Be now my vision; open these eyes, showing me all that I must see. 
     Onward to the kingdom, you are the way.  Arise in me and I shall rise with you.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Be now my footsteps, leading the way, taking me where I must go. 
     Onward to the kingdom, you are the way.  Arise in me and I shall rise with you.  (Refrain) 
 

© 2008, Trevor Thomson.  Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 

                         
Sending Forth:  Faith of Our Fathers 

 

1. Faith of our fathers! Living still in spite of dungeon, fire and sword. 
     O how our hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word!  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Faith of our fathers, holy faith!  We will be true to thee till death. 
 

2. Faith of our fathers! We will love both friend and foe in all our strife, 
     And preach thee, too, as love knows how by kindly words and virtuous life.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  88 88 88; Frederick W. Faber; 1814-1863, alt. Music: Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; adapt. By James G. Walton, 1821-1905. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion After Mass:  Now We Remain 
 

REFRAIN:  We hold the death of the Lord deep in our hearts.   
                     Living, now we remain with Jesus, the Christ.   

 

1. Once we were people afraid, list in the night.  Then by your cross we were saved; 
      Dead became living, life from your giving. (Refrain) 
 

2. Something which we have known, something we’ve touched, 
     What we have seen with our eyes, this we have heard; life-giving Word. (Refrain) 
 

3. He chose to give of himself, became our bread.  Broken that we might live. 
     Love beyond love, pain for our pain.  (Refrain) 
 

4. We are the presence of God; this is our call. Now to become bread and wine: Food for the 
hungry, life for the weary, for to live with the Lord, we must die with the Lord.  (Refrain) 

 

Text:  Based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 1 John 1:1; 2 timothy 2:11-13.  Text and music © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 



Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 
Confessions will be heard from 9:00 am until 11:00 am 
on Saturdays in Saint Athanasius church.  

Flea Market & Festival 
As parishioners already know, the Festival and Flea Market that had been scheduled for June 
at Saint Athanasius was canceled. Now, sadly, due to the risks 
associated with the coronavirus, the Festival and Flea Market 
that had been scheduled for August at Saint Teresa of Avila has 
been canceled. These cancelations are sad for many reasons. 
The flea markets and festivals were great community events 
that brought many people together in a spirit of joy, good will 
and harmony. Further, these events have been critical aspects 
of providing necessary funds for our many parish ministries. 

The Covid-19 Safety Team, in conjunction with the Faith 
Formation Offices of Neighbors North Catholic Community is 
making recommendations to the clergy team and Father 
Rushofsky on how to safely celebrate the First Communions of all 
our children. Families will be notified as soon as decisions are 
finalized. 

Interim Mass Schedule due to Covid-19 Restrictions 

Monday thru Friday 12:00 noon at Saint Sebastian 

Saturday (beginning June 13) 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

4:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
4:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 
4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Sunday (beginning June 14) 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
10:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Neighbors North 
 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Happy Fathers Day 
Happy Fathers Day to all men of the parish!  Your significance 
sometimes (often?) goes unacknowledged.   Children need men of 
character in their lives, whether Dad, grandfather, uncle, priest, friend 

or neighbor.  Through your example, daughters learn the standard of masculine 
kindness and responsibility that they will look for in life. Sons learn what it means 
to be a man of integrity.   Society needs men who live out their faith at home, in the 
community  and in the workplace. Thank You. 

2020 Census:   It takes about 10 minutes to complete the census online at 
www.2020census.gov.  Why bother?  Because information gathered in the census 
helps to direct billions of dollars in federal funds to our local community for 
schools, roads, and other public services.  It also is used to determine the number 
of seats in congress and therefore directly effects our representation.   If you 
cannot complete online, you can call in and complete by phone at 844-330-2020.  
It is not too late to be counted! 

Just In Case You Need It: Anyone can find out how to contact their elected 
officials (or find out who they are) by going to www.usa.gov/elected-officials.   

Food Pantry Needs: Juice,  peaches, pears, Uncle Ben’s rice, condiments, jelly, 
cereal, paper towels and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin outside 
of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  Also, the food collection box at St. 
Athanasius has been moved to the outdoor entrance to Athanasian Hall.   Please 
drop off your donations there when you are already out to take care of necessary 
tasks.  Thank You! 

Honor Your Mother and Father: There is much more to the fourth 
commandment than children being obedient to their parents (although that is very 
important). General respect for authority is derived from this commandment also.  
It is necessary for the structure of any society.  Citizens have the duty to work with 
civil authorities to build up and maintain an orderly society.  Government officials 
have the duty to serve the people, respecting the fundamental rights of all and 
using their authority with justice (Catechism 2234-2246).  We need to constantly 
be aware of the common good of all, not just our own personal good.  When those 
in authority or common citizens loose sight of this, society suffers. 

MaryJo Robbins 



 Sunday Readings 

It is time for the test!  You do not need a #2 
pencil.  This is not a Covid-19 test, or theology test or even a 
personality test as found in some magazines.  You need to 
relax and prepare to do some thinking. 

The question Jesus indirectly asks his disciples is the same 
question facing us 2000 years later.  It is,  “What kind of 
church do you want to become?”   

In the first century, Jesus and his small band of followers 
began in Galilee.  This great adventure was just getting under 
way.  The disciples really had no idea what this young rabbi 
was up to, but something drew them to him.  This was the 
beginning of their formation into disciples.  Jesus took every 
person where they appeared in life.  There were no pre-
requisites, no applications, and no nasal swabs. This project 
begins in Galilee and then heads toward Jerusalem for the 
final scene. 

So, what kind of church do you want to become?  Some 
theologians today ask, “do you want a transactional church?  
or a transformational church?” Transactional church, in this 
case means, fulfilling the details specified in a contract.  Think 
of clipboards with lists detailing obligations following the 
commandments or church precepts. Religion, then,  becomes 
a list of things to do instead of leading people to a new way of 
life.  I think most believers start out this way.  It’s easy.  We 
teach children to do this and to avoid that because God is 
watching. Then, at some point in our lives we may encounter 
a transformation. Something changes within us. We discover 
the indwelling of God’s Spirit and see the world and its 
people through a different lens. Here, God’s Word is taken 
seriously,  The sacraments are not seen as things that need to 
be done, but as whole opportunities to participate in God’s 
life.  Caring for those in need and those who live in the 
margins of society becomes a priority.   

In recent events we have seen people choose to walk with the 
poor and oppressed,  to be taught by them, and to love them 
as equals.  Too often we would hear commentators ask the 
question, “it’s been two weeks, why are they still walking?” 
Perhaps the response is, they are prompted by the indwelling 
of God’s Spirit to seek unity, God's justice and peace. So, here 
we are on the cusp of forming a new parish.  If we allow the 
spirit of the Risen Jesus to rise up with us we could live as 
disciples of Jesus and face the world in a fearless manner, 
knowing that we are worth a a great deal in the sight of our 
loving God.  So let us live as disciples (in formation) of Jesus, 
facing the world in a fearless manner, knowing that we are 
worth a great deal in the sight of our loving God. 

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time June 21,  2020 

Take Courage with Jesus. 

Breaking Open the Word: Matthew 
10:26-33 
Do not fear those who can kill the body. 
Today’s passage from Matthew’s Gospel 
is part of the missionary discourse that follows the 
sending out of the Twelve. Jesus reminds the 
disciples of the great and powerful care of the 
Father. Using the typical argument of the lesser to 
the greater, Jesus stresses that not even a sparrow 
dies without God’s consent. 

Listen to the Word: Is there a word or phrase in 
today’s Gospel which captured your attention? What 
one image from this reading touches your heart? 

Look into Your Life: 

Children: Jesus tells us not to be afraid.  Name a 
time when you were afraid. Did you ask Jesus to 
help you? Why or why not?      
Youth: Jesus tells us that he will remember us to his 
Father if we proclaim him to others. How easy is it 
for you to talk about your faith with your friends? 
How about your family or people you don’t know 
very well?  
Adults: What is your responsibility to Jesus? How 
and when will you carry out that responsibility? 

Give It a Try: Today’s readings remind us that 
God watches over and protects us. Together with 
your family listen to the song “Be Not Afraid,” by 
Bob Dufford. (It can be downloaded from  i-tunes.) 
Discuss: How does faith in Christ help you when 
you are afraid? 
Say a family prayer with petitions for people who 
live in frightening surroundings.  Include your own 
intentions.  Respond, “Lord, in your great love, hear 
our prayer.” 
Sit down with your family and watch a favorite 
suspenseful movie.  After the film, discuss ways that 
courage was shown or not shown in the movie. 
Discuss: Why are you afraid sometimes?  How can 
you help someone who is afraid? 
 

 



 Sunday Readings 

Sunday Word  
Jeremiah 20:10-13 Confidence in 
God  

Today’s First Reading alludes to the 
betrayal and plotting of those close 
to Jeremiah, and give voice as well 
to the prophet’s unshakeable 
conviction that God will ultimately 
vindicate him. His confidence in 
God’s deliverance has been held up 
by Christian authors as an image of 
Jesus’ own trust in God and as an 
example to be followed by Jesus’ 
disciples.  

 

Romans 5:12-15 The Gift  

In today’s Second Reading, Paul 
begins to compare the first man, 
Adam, with Jesus. Through Adam 
sin and death entered the world, 
while through Jesus came obedience 
and life. Through Jesus the gift 
(“the grace of God”) was given, a 
gift more powerful than the death 
brought through Adam.  

 

Matthew 10:26-33 Do Not Be 
Afraid  

Today’s Gospel contains a three-
fold admonition not to be afraid. 
Jesus uses the homey images of 
sparrow being watched over and the 
hairs on one’s head being counted 
by the Father to point out that God’s 
care and Providence will sustain his 
followers. Ill 

 

 

 

 

uff   

Just for Children ~ My Catholic IQ  

(compliments of Catechist Magazine, permission is 
granted to copy for use with your classes and families. ) 

This quiz can help children review their knowledge about 
our Catholic faith. Check answers with the answer key below.   

1 When the priest says “The ____ of Christ,” we respond “Amen.”       
a) prayers b) Body c) mother d) faith  

2 The ____ is the Body and Blood of Christ. a) Eucharist                   
b) tabernacle  c) sacred chrism d) altar  

3 When properly prepared for it, children can receive their First 
Communion at or about ____years old, the age of reason. a) 12 b) 18 c) 
7 d) 21  

4 If you only receive the consecrated host and not the Blood of Christ, 
you only receive half of Jesus. True | False  

5 When we receive Communion at Mass, we consume it . a) after 
church b) when we get home c) before going to Mass the next 
Sunday d) right away  

6 Jesus took bread, blessed it, ____, and gave it to the disciples (See 
Mark 6:39-41). a) kissed it b) broke it c) baked it d) unleavened it  

7 Once they have received their First Communion, Catholics can 
receive Communion . a) daily for the rest of their lives b) once more 
before they die c) 10 times a day d) if they never sin again  

8 The Last Supper happened on ____ . a) Good Friday b) Pentecost c) 
Holy Thursday d) Easter  

9 Catholics are expected to attend Mass every Sunday. True | False  

10 A ____ is the special cup the priest uses at the altar to hold the 
Blood of Christ. a) chalice b) polar pop c) goblet d) dixie cup  

~ DAVID O’BRIEN teaches theology at St. Leo University in Florida 
and is the author of There’s a Beer in My Handbag: Unusual Thoughts 
about Everyday Faith.  

Extra Credit: For the Adult 

*The patron saint of first communicants is ______________. 

*The process by which the bread and wine are transformed 
into the Body and Blood of Christ is called ____________. 
Answers: 1) b, 2) a, 3) c, 4) False 5) d 6) b 7) a, 8) c, 9) True 10) a 
Extra Credit: *Blessed Imelda Lambertini had such a deep love for Christ in the Eucharist that 
the consecrated host appeared over her when she prayed in front of the tabernacle &  
*Transubstantiation 



Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
June 22 
St Paulinus of Nola, 
Bishop; Sts. John 
Fisher, Bishop, and 
Thomas More,    Mar-
tyrs 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Anna Scott ✞ 

Ruth Graf 

Tuesday  
June 23 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
David Barnett ✞ 

Rocco & Teresa Santucci 

Wednesday  
June 24 
The Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
John Burke, Jr. ✞ 

Bob & Cindy Burke 

Thursday  
June 25 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Kenneth Stroman ✞ 

Keith & Chelsea Plocki 

Friday   
June 26 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Walter Pasewicz, Sr. ✞ 

Annie Pasewicz 

Saturday  
June 27 
Weekday/St. Cyril of 
Alexandria, Bishop 
and Doctor of the 
Church; BVM 
 

9 AM St. Athanasius Confessions  

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Mrs. Catherine Kennedy ✞ 

Family 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Dan Burda, Sr. ✞ 

Mother: Helen Burda Trant 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Michael & Rocco Viola ✞ 

Susan Doerfler 

Sunday  
June 28 
Thirteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

10 AM St. Sebastian 40th Wedding Anniv. Linda & 
Don Dietz 

Family 

10:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Andy Halas ✞ 

Family 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Patricia Brandt ✞ 

Tresky Family 



Neighbors North Catholic Community  

Deacon Richard R. Cessar 
  rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 

Deacon Gary L. Comer 
 gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 

Deacon William R. Palamara Jr. 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 

Deacon Robert Koslosky 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Parish Secretary 
MaryAnn Cooper  
mcooper@stathanasiuswv.org 

Saint Athanasius 
(412) 931-4624 

Parish Secretary 
Geraldine Seidl 

Incarnation of the 
Lord 

(412) 931-2911 

Executive Secretary 
Barb Walkauskas x8410 
bwalkauskas@saintsebastianparish.org  
Secretary 
Julie Stiehler x8451 
jstiehler@saintsebastianparish.org  

Saint Sebastian 
(412) 364-8999 

Saint Teresa of 
Avila 

(412) 367-9001 

Director of Facilities:  Michael Stobba 
412-367-9001 x509              mstobba@avilaparish.org 
 
Director of Human  Resources:    John Flaherty 
412-364-8999 x8114          jflaherty@avilaparish.org 
 
Youth Minister:   Katie Dorman 
412-364-8999 x8520      kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Safe Environment  Coordinator:  Marilyn Ruffner 
412-931-2911 x5        mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 

Faith Formation 
Victor Boerio x213 
vboerio@stathanasiuswv.org  

Finance Manager 
Pat D’Amico x8436 
pdamico@saintsebastianparish.org  
Administrative Assistant 
Ruth Hesidence x8419 
rhesidence@saintsebastianparish.org 

Director of Faith Formation 
Deacon Bob Koslosky x8521 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org  
Faith Formation Clerk 
Bette Weger x8529 
bweger@saintsebastianparish.org 

Bookkeeper 
Naomi Wells 
nwells@avilaparish.org x519 

Community Center Organizer 
Sister Evelyn Dettling  x222 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 

Bookkeeper 
Naomi Wells  x7 
businessmanagerincarnation@comcast.net 

Rev. Michael J. Maranowski   Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@diopitt.org 
 
Rev. Michael Zavage, M.Div,STB      Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Rev. Vincent F. Kolo                  Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org      

      Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro  In Residence 
      ldp@stathanasiuswv.org      Saint Athanasius 
 
      Rev. William E. Dorner        In Residence  
      frbilldorner@gmail.com       Saint Sebastian 
 
      Rev. Innocent Onuh  In Residence 
      ionuh@stathanasiuswv.org Saint Athanasius 

Pastoral Associate-Deacon Richard Cessar x8116 - rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 

Rev. John R. Rushofsky, M.S.Ed.          Administrator                       jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Co-Directors of Faith Formation 
Victor Boerio 412-931-4624 x213 
vboerio@stathanasiuswv.org  
Deacon Robert Koslosky 412-364-8999 x8521 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 

Secretary  

Tristan Schollenberger  
tschollenberger@avilaparish.org   

Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry:  Ted Rybka  
412-367-9001 x514                    trybka@avilaparish.org 
 
Associate Director of Music Ministry:  Ginny Ambrose  
412-367-9001 x549                     gambrose@avilaparish.org 
 
Associate Director of Liturgy:  David Dashiell 
412-367-9001  x517                               ddashiell@avilaparish.org          
 
Parish Social Minister:  MaryJo Robbins 
412-364-8999 x8637                    mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
 
Associate Social Minister:  Sister Pat Mahoney 
412-364-8999 x8624           pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 

Bulletin Editor:       Kelly Ryan                                 
412-364-8999     communications@saintsebastianparish.org 

mailto:tschollenberger@avilaparish.org
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