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Feast of our Patroness 

A Reflection on the Feast of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel 

(While Father Rushofsky is away, we offer the following edited letter from the Prior General 
of the Carmelite Order on the Feast of our patroness.) 

These days we are thinking a lot, pondering like Mary, everything that is happening in our 
world. Mary kept all these things in her heart (Lk 2,19) and pondering what was happening in 
her world, she found the will of God. Mary the contemplative, Mary full of grace, full of God, 
full of Gospel: That is the type of person who can respond to what is happening in today's 
world.  

While some of us occasionally have had the Eucharist during this time, others had to rely on 
the internet and use the prayers for spiritual communion. This raised questions about how we 
value the Eucharist. For people who normally celebrate the Eucharist regularly, it was difficult 
to adapt to its absence. For people who were faithful to the Sunday Eucharist, it was 
something very new to be told that they are not to go to Mass. When we return to the normal 
celebration of the Eucharist, it may be that we will do it with greater conviction and 
understanding, on account of what became a Eucharistic fast. 

If it were all behind us, we could take a different view. However, now that we are learning to 
co-habit with the virus, and we try not to give in to the fear that there is more to come, we all 
have to ask, how are we to take care of one another, how are we to act in the future, to limit 
the negative effects of this virus, and a create a society in which we are not bound by fear, and 
no one is left in need?  It may well be simply a question of caring and sharing. 

Generating, caring and protecting are among the charisms 
that we see in Mary, the Mother of God and our Mother. 
The world of today is asking us to be zealous. Down 
through the centuries, Carmelites have echoed and 
repeated the words of the Prophet Elijah, “I am on fire 
with zeal for the Lord God of hosts”. (I Kg 19) Our 
celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel may 
be a very good time for us to renew, revive and direct our 
zeal.  

Zeal is a gift. As such, we must pray for it. We must ask God to give us zeal, to make us who 
we say we are. By zeal we mean a heart burning with desire for all that is good and a spirit 
that will work hard and make sacrifices to achieve it. The globalization of zeal for the things 
of God might be the antidote to the globalization of indifference that Pope Francis so often 
talks about. 

On this feast may each one hear again the words from the cross, “Behold you son”, “Behold 
you mother”, (Jn 19,26-27) and know that as our Savior gave us to one another and to Mary, 
we may know how to take care of one another in the common home that is blessed by the 
presence of Mary our Mother and Sister.  

  



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Interim Mass Schedule due to Covid-19 Restrictions 

Monday thru Friday 12:00 noon at Saint Sebastian 

Saturday (beginning June 13) 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

4:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
4:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 
4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Sunday (beginning June 14) 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
10:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Registering for Weekend Masses 

The quickest and easiest way to register to attend one of the parish’s six weekend Masses is 
online at our new website: https://mountcarmelpgh.org/. You can now register for every 
week in the month. 

For those who are unable to register online, call (412) 219-9254. Please leave: 

1. Your Full Name; 

2. Your Phone Number; 

3. The Date, Church, and Time of the Mass; and 

4. The Number of People Attending with you. 

Someone will only return your call if that Mass is full.  Please show up a half hour early for 
Mass with a mask and do not come if you are sick. Thank you and God bless.  

Visit us on Facebook: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Pittsburgh 

Voluntary Self Quarantine 

Recently, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania issued the following recommendation: If you 

have traveled, or plan to travel, to an area where there are high amounts of COVID-19 cases 

(see list below), it is recommended that you stay at home for 14 days upon return to 

Pennsylvania. 

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, 

Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, or Utah. 

For the safety of others, please consider such a voluntary 14-day “self-quarantine” from 

attending Mass if you have traveled to any of these states. 

https://www.facebook.com/mountcarmelpgh/


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Religious Education for 2020–21 

The Covid-19 Pandemic has raised many concerns for 
government, businesses, communities, families, and faith 
communities. Our parish has a safety team which has 
been actively engaged in best practices for considering 
how we can address the impact of the virus and maintain 
safe worship, pastoral outreach, and faith formation. 

The Church’s commission is to preach the Gospel and we 
plan to continue this mission, but we must proceed with 
care and caution to protect our children, families and 
catechists who are involved in this ministry. During the 
academic year 2019-2020, we had approximately 640 
students in various religious education programs in three 
sites. Before specific recommendations could be made to 
accommodate such a large number of students, the safety 

team looked at the practices designed to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus and to keep our 
children, catechists, and families safe. There were four key requirements, namely: the necessity for 
temperature checks for onsite instruction, social distancing of at least six feet, face coverings and, 
finally, proper sanitation before and after each session. 

Prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, the recommendation to Father Rushofsky had been to move all 
religious education (except for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd which requires dedicated space 
known as an “atrium”) to our Saint Sebastian campus using the building shared with Holy Cross 
Academy. Because the site of Saint Teresa of Avila was being converted into the pastoral and 
administrative center for all of Our Lady of Mount Carmel staff and ministries, it cannot be used for 
religious education other than for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Due to Covid-19, these plans 
have been disrupted which required a re–look on how to move religious education forward for the fall 
of 2020. The only building open to us would be the former school building at Saint Athanasius site. 
This building would provide eleven classrooms. Due to social distancing, only 9 students could be in 
any classroom with the catechist which means approximately serving 100 students per session.  

With this and other governmental information, several options were considered for the 2020-2021 
catechetical year. After much deliberation, and knowing a decision needed to be made so that we 
could respond effectively, the choice was made to an approach based on nine week cycles. The first 
two cycles (e.g., late September thru mid-February) will be all homeschooling. During the second 
nine weeks (mid-February thru April), and depending how the virus is impacting our community, 
families will be surveyed to gauge the readiness to move into a family model with some direct 
instruction, a fully-fledged classroom instruction for the final nine weeks or a combination of both. 
The parish staff is working closely with parents and catechists to ensure that our families have the 
information and resources they need to guarantee that our students receive quality instruction in the 
faith. 

All parishioners are invited to keep our families and our efforts in prayer that each and every 
household in our parish will be a place where faith is shared, celebrated and passed on with joy. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Prime Garden Area at St. Teresa Needs Adopted  

The parish needs a gardener or two to take over the area 
outside the St. Teresa of Avila convent. This is a high traffic 
area and when the new parish offices open, it will be the #1 
spot that visitors will see. The area is flat and has water 
readily accessible. It is in sun most of the day. Qualified 
gardeners can come at their own schedule, day, or evening. 
Please call Dianne at 412-366-7869 or email her at 
diannem15237@aol.com for more information. Thank you. It 
takes many hands to keep our gardens beautiful.  

Rite of Reconciliation of Individual Penitents 
Beginning July 18th, the Sacrament of Penance will be 
celebrated at Saint Athanasius church from 11:00 AM to 
12:00 Noon with two confessors. 

The Word for the 17th Sunday 
First Reading 1 Kings 3:5, 7–12 Asking 

King Solomon does not ask for wealth, long 
life, or security. He asks of God only wisdom 
to know right from wrong, and an 
understanding heart to govern the people 
properly. 

Second Reading Romans 8:28–30 Being 
Conformed 

We may be lowly and imperfect, but by the 
gift of faith we have been made sharers in 
Christ’s glory. He is the model for our lives. 
He is our goal. 

Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 (or 13:44–46) 
Sacrificing 

In the parables of the Treasure and the Pearl, 
all that the person has is given over in order to 
acquire these great finds. The Kingdom of 
God is like this. We give ourselves completely 
to obtain it.  

mailto:diannem15237@aol.com


Liturgy & Music Ministry  
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Gathering Hymn:  Praise to the Lord 
 

 1.  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the king of creation! 
     O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!      

     Come, all who hear: now to his altar draw near, joining in glad adoration. 
 
2. Praise to the Lord, who shall prosper our work and defend us;   
     Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend us. 
     Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, who with his love will befriend us. 
 
3. Praise to the Lord!  O let all that is in us adore him! 
     All that has life and breath come now with praises before him! 
     Let the “Amen” sound from his people again, now as we worship before him!       
          
Text: 14 14 47 8; Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1665; adapt. fr. The Chorale 
Book for England, 1863. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Words of Everlasting Life 
 

REFRAIN:  Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
                    Tu tienes, Señor, palabras de vida eterna. 
 
1. The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. 
       The decrees of the Lord are steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple.  (Refrain) 
 
2.    The precepts of the Lord are right; they gladden the heart. 
       The command of the Lord is clear; it gives light to the eyes.  (Refrain) 
 
3. The fear of the Lord is pure, abiding forever. 
       The judgments of the Lord are true; they are, all of them, just.  (Refrain) 
 
Text:  Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. By GIA Publications,, Inc.; English refrain trans. © 1969, 
ICEL; Spanish refrain trans. © admin. By Obra  Nacional de la Buena Prensa; Music Tony E. Alonso, © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc.. 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Prayer 

 

Lord, be with us,  
So that we might not look forward in fear to the changes in life. 

We are your very own.  
We believe that you will lead us safely through all things, 

And when we cannot stand it,  

You will carry us in your arms. 
May we not fear what will happen tomorrow.  

 

Hymnal for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 26 July 2020 



You are our everlasting Father who cares for us today. 
We believe that you will care for us every day. 

Lord, either shield us from suffering,  
Or give us the unfailing strength to bear it. 

May we be at peace and so put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations. 
United with the prayers and example of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  In Christ Alone 
 
1. In Christ alone my hope s found, he is my light, my strength,, my song; 
    This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
    What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
    My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
2. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
    From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
    No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand; 
    Till he returns or call me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
 
© 2001, Thankyou Music (PRS).   All rights reserved.  Administered at CapitolCMGPublishing.com.  Used with permission. 

                        
Distribution of Holy Communion:  Be Not Afraid 
 

1. You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.  You shall wander far in 
safety though you do not know the way. You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all 
will understand.  You shall see the face of God and live.  (Refrain) 

 
REFRAIN:  Be not afraid.  I go before you always.  Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 
2. If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown.  If you walk amid the 

burning flames, you shall not be harmed.  If you stand before the pow’r of hell and death is 
at your side, know that I am with you through it all.  (Refrain) 

 
3. Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs.  Blest are you that weep and mourn, 
     For one day you shall laugh, and if wicked tongues insult and hate you all because of me, 
     Blessed, blessed are you!.  (Refrain) 
 
Text::  Based on Isaiah 43: 2-3; Luke 6:20ff.  Text and music © 1975, 1978, Robert J. Dufford, SJ.  and OCP  All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:  Go to the World   

 

1. Go to the world!  Go into all the earth. Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s 
worth.  Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

2. Go to the world!  Go as the ones I send, for I am with you till the age shall end. 
     When all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Text : Sylvia Dunstan, 1955-1993, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.  Tune: SINE NOMINE, 10 10 10 with alleluias; Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. 



Sunday Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
July 27 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian 47th Wedding Anniversary of 
Mary Lou & John Forgione 

Family 

Tuesday  
July 28 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Julian & Helen Krawczyk ✞ 

Son 

Wednesday  
July 29 
Saint Martha 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Mary Romanowski ✞ 

Pat & Bob Mashburn 

Thursday  
July 30 
Weekday/St. Peter 
Chrysologus, Bishop 
and Doctor of the 
Church 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of Glenn E. 

Otterman, Sr. Family ✞ 

Paul & Patty Kress 

Friday   
July 31 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
Priest 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Dianne Latulippe ✞ 

George Latulippe 

Saturday  
August 1 
St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions  

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Kerry Aquadro ✞ 

Wife and Family 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Ann Maszak ✞ 

Sondra Myers 

Sunday  
August 2 
Eighteenth     Sun-
day in       Ordinary 
Time 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Gary & Leslie Hager ✞ 

Peggy Hager 

10:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Gil Englert ✞ 

Family 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Robert J. Novak ✞ 

Novak Family 



Staff Directory   

 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x513 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001x, 511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro 
ldipietro@diopitt.org 
412.931.4624 

Rev. William E. Dorner 
frbilldorner@gmail.com 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Innocent Onuh 
ucheonuh@yahoo.com 
412.931.4624 

FAITH FORMATION 

Victor Boerio, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
vboerio@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x213 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center Director 
edettling@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social Minster 
pmahoney@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999,  x8624 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
trybka@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Ginny Ambrose, Associate Director of Music Ministry 
gambrose@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x549 

David Dashiell, Associate Director of Liturgy 
ddashiell@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001 x517 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Have a question… 
Regarding finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Regarding parish registration, call 412.364.8999, 
x8419 

Regarding scheduling a meeting or an event, call 

412.364.8999, x8451 

Regarding a sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, 
call 412.364.8999, x8410 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Catholic Social Teaching 
There are seven key themes of Catholic social teaching, all of which should 
prompt us to consider more deeply what we believe and how we live what we 
believe.  They are: 
               -the dignity of the human person 

          -the call to family and community 
       -human rights and responsibilities 
       -the preferential option for the poor 
       -the dignity of work and rights of workers 
       -solidarity 
       -care of God’s creation 
On the surface, most of these may seem pretty obvious and rather simple.  But if someone 
were to simply observe your behavior, would they conclude that these issues are of utmost 
importance to you? Does how you treat people at work reflect the dignity of each person?  
Would the world know how much your family matters?  Do you act responsibly and care for 
those less fortunate?   How do you live what you profess? 

MaryJo Robbins 

Just In Case You Need It: Anyone can find out how to contact their elected officials (or find 
out who they are) by going to www.usa.gov/elected-officials.   

Look Up:  Have you ever found yourself attempting a conversation with someone whose eyes 

were glued to their smart phone?  Or maybe the question is, who hasn’t?  In Pope Francis’ 

encyclical, Laudato Si’, he talks about the harm done to human relationships because of too 

much technology.  Referring to our “accumulation of constant novelties” (aka “got the latest 

app?”), the Pope encourages us to always focus on people first.  And while this writing is 

primarily about the environment, he states: ”there can be no renewal with nature without 

renewal of humanity itself”. Technology has many wonderful benefits, but there needs to be a 

time when we turn it off and are fully present to each other.   

Food Pantry Needs: Juice,  peaches, pears,  Uncle Ben’s rice, Rice a Roni, hamburger 
helper, jar pasta sauce, beef stew, boxed potatoes, egg noodles, brownie mix, jello, 
condiments, jelly, cereal, paper towels and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin 
outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  You can also drop off donations in the narthex 
at St. Athanasius Church  when it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall. 
Thank You! 

Life Is Stressful: Covid 19.  Social unrest.  Job insecurity.  We have many stressors coming at 
us these days.  If you or someone you love is struggling with the emotional and mental stress, 
help is just a phone call away.  Locally, you can contact Re:solve Crisis Network at 1-888-7-
YOU-CAN (1-888-796-8226)  or the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  which answers 
24/7 at 1-800-273-8255.  Help is available. You are not alone.   



         Seminarian Matthew Selzer part 4 of 5 

Before we dive into this week’s installment about Carmelite spirituality, we should take a 
moment to put what we have already learned in perspective and apply it to our parish in the 
suburbs of Pittsburgh. Reflecting on each week’s lesson, I have identified some takeaways… 
 
Week 1 (Geography and biblical significance): Remembering Elijah’s challenge, Mount Carmel 
symbolizes unwavering faith and constant prayer. Its location reminds us of the power of 
patience and perseverance. We could see Nazareth and Jerusalem, allusions to the life of Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah. 
 
Week 2 (History of the Carmelites): Recall the first Carmelites, the hermits praying in solitude 
on Mount Carmel. This should inspire our inner prayer life. Where do we stand in our 
relationship with God? Then, consider the movement into Western Europe. The Carmelites 
then had to share their relationships with God as apostolic missionaries in the cities. God calls 
us to do the same thing in our communities.  
 
Week 3 (Famous Carmelite saints): The experiences of St. Simon Stock, St. Teresa of Avila, 
and St. Therese of Lisieux speak to the importance of contemplation and the development of 
an inner prayer life. As a result of their prayer life, they accomplished great things and 
secured a place in Heaven and in the Church’s “Hall of Fame”. 

I put the words “solitude”, “inner prayer 
life”, and “contemplation” in bold because 
they are the best characterizations of 
Carmelite spirituality. Elijah gave the 
hermits a blueprint for success. He left the 
world, went into the desert, and listened to 
God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We don’t have a desert, let alone a 
mountain, here in the North Hills… What 
are we to do? Can we contemplate like 
hermits? Yes! Think about St. Teresa of 
Avila’s reforms. Western Europe was rapidly 
evolving in its politics, economics, and 
religion. Even so, she brought her converts 

Through silent, contemplative prayer, Elijah 
hears God’s voice in a whisper. 

closer to this solitary, contemplative  ideal.  
In my first bulletin article, I mentioned that I 
used to bring a pile of books, my Rosary, a 
journal, and prayer cards to the seminary  
chapel. I had good intentions, but I honestly 
believe I got the most out of chapel time   
without those things. I simply sat before the 
Blessed Sacrament or even just the cross. 
That’s contemplation… simply “being with” 
God.  
 
I’ll offer some practical tips to develop this 
habit of contemplation: 
 
• Create a prayer space at home. (If 

possible, put up a crucifix or a sacred 
image.) 

• Incorporate some conscious, deliberate 
silence into your daily routine. (God will 
work with any amount you give Him.)  

 
Whether you recite a few mental prayers, 
pray a Rosary, or simply sit, the point is 
silence. Do not worry whether your way is 
“correct”. 



 

Faith Formation    
St. Matthew presents us with more 
parables today, the third Sunday in a row 
for a total of seven parables  One might 
say that the treasure story and the pearl of 
great price may even bring a source of 
joy to us.  Imagine discovering a winning 

lotteryticket in your possession.  Your excitement 
would be overwhelming.  All our plans and priorities 
would be reoriented in light of this life-changing 
event.  You would be unable to close your eyes for 
fear of misplacing the ticket. In these parables, the 
“owner” discovers that the prize he or she holds is 
above all else.  

The great prize is, of course, the kingdom of God.  If 
we do not believe this, then it really does not make 
any sense to sacrifice everything in order to possess 
God’s kingdom.  Stop for a moment and ponder the 
question, “What do I believe the Kingdom of God to 
be?”  My guess would be that a whole lot of people 
think that God’s Kingdom is future oriented – like, 
following death or the end of the world. This is true…
but, that is only part of the answer.  When Jesus 
walked among us teaching and healing the world, 
God’s kingdom was established. It is here, but not yet.  
God’s kingdom is present and bursting forth when the 
hungry are fed, the sick and infirmed are cared for, 
when we deliberately (not randomly) love God and 
neighbor as Jesus taught us. 
 
While preparing young people for Confirmation I 
would frequently ask them what gift(s) of the Holy 
Spirit do you need right now?  At certain times, 
courage was popular, followed closely by 
understanding.  They needed to know that 
“knowledge is learning, and learning is holy, and to be 
careful if you pray for wisdom – you may get it!”   
“Do you want to see the world through God’s eyes, 
touch the world with God’s hands?”   
 
Look to the First Reading and King Solomon.  God 
did grant Solomon wisdom and with it came 
tremendous responsibility.  He was not a Titan, just a 
human like you and me who wanted to see the world 
through God’s eyes. If we want to continue working 
in God’s Kingdom realizing that there is evil in the 
world that impinges on our 
own reality, we must pray, 
like Solomon, for God’s 
wisdom and accept the 
responsibility that comes with 
it.   

Victor Boerio 

What Price Are 

You Willing to 

Pay? 

 
Breaking Open the Word: Matthew 
13:44-52 
 
Listen to the Word: Listen with a fresh ear once 
again to this familiar parable, what caught your at-
tention today? 
 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: If you could be with Jesus, but 
“something” was holding you back, what would you 
trade or give up to be with Jesus? 
Youth: Today’s gospel reminds us that God’s king-
dom is worth sacrifice. Are you willing to make sac-
rifices in order to follow God in your own life? Why 
or why not, are you willing to make that sacrifice? 
Adults: Using Jesus’ parable as your starting point, 
describe in your own words what the Reign of God 
is for you, and use a parable to describe it: “The 
reign of God is _____, because _____.” 

Why Not! Go Ahead! Choose one of the following 
activities as a way to “in flesh” further reflect on the 
Gospel: The Kingdom of God is a treasure beyond 
price. Take time to examine your “treasures in this 
life.” Make a family treasure box. Have the mem-
bers of your family place one of their prized treas-
ures in the box. If their treasure cannot be placed in 
the box, have them write its name on a piece of pa-
per and put that in the box. Talk about those treas-
ures and why they are so meaningful to each person. 
Sit down around the treasure box. Talk about God’s 
love and the treasure of God’s kingdom. Have your 
family write down some spiritual treasures that they 
wish to cultivate. Place the notes in the treasure 
box… Enjoy the treasure of family time together. 
Go on a picnic, go swimming, or do some other 
family activity you en-
joy… Examine ways 
to simplify your life-
style as a family. To-
gether with your family 
make a list of what you 
value most in life. Post 
the list on your refrig-
erator as a reminder to 
invest your time and 
your resources toward 
what you treasure most. 

Deacon Robert 
Koslosky 



 

Holy Cross Academy   








