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Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

This And That 
Our summer is rapidly winding down and schools will be starting up 

again soon—one way or another—including our Holy Cross Academy.  We wish our 
very best to all students, teachers, and parents as they navigate another academic year 
that promises to be challenging once again. 

Meanwhile, we have been spending much of the summer trying to catch up on the 
things we missed last spring: funeral Masses, Baptisms, and the __ First 
Communions that took place at six Masses between July 9 and August 11.  
understandably, some families chose to delay until next spring. 

The next step is the 99 Confirmations that were to take place on May 15.  Bishop 
Zubik has delegated all the local pastors to do this sometime between now and next 
February, so we will soon be announcing the dates and times that our Confirmations 
will take place. 

We are also in the final planning stages of two major construction projects which 
were not intended to take place simultaneously, but, well, there it is.  Renovation of the 
Saint Teresa school building for office and meeting space should begin any minute, and 
soon after that construction of the elevator in Saint Teresa church will begin.  It will 
likely be a very interesting autumn. 

Yet another exciting item you’ll soon be hearing about is the beautiful images of our 
patroness, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, that we will be commissioning for all four of 
our churches.  Details coming in the next few weeks. 

Something to think about:  

“To achieve great things, two things are needed: a plan, and not quite 
enough time.”  - Leonard Bernstein 

In Other news: I actually managed to get away for a couple weeks of R&R to 
recuperate after a rather...uh….difficult several months.  I stayed away from the viral 
hot spots in the south and west by heading northeast and spent much of my time 
sitting on the beach and reading, resting, and licking my wounds.  I’m grateful that 
my brother priests and deacons,  along with out wonderful staff, kept things going 
and didn’t get into any trouble—at least as far as I know….stay tuned for more 
news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Interim Mass Schedule due to Covid-19 Restrictions 

Monday thru Friday 12:00 noon at Saint Sebastian 

Saturday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

4:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
4:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 
4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Sunday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
10:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Registering for Weekend Masses 

The quickest and easiest way to register to attend one of the parish’s six weekend Masses is 
online at our new website: https://mountcarmelpgh.org/. You can now register for every 
week in the month. 

For those who are unable to register online, call (412) 219-9254. Please leave: 

1. Your Full Name; 

2. Your Phone Number; 

3. The Date, Church, and Time of the Mass; and 

4. The Number of People Attending with you. 

Someone will only return your call if that Mass is full.  Please show up a half hour early for 
Mass with a mask and do not come if you are sick. Thank you and God bless.  

Visit us on Facebook: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Pittsburgh 

Survey on Mass Times 
An interim Mass schedule was developed when churches were 
allowed to reopen in June of this year. Because this was a new 
experience for everyone, the interim Mass schedule focused on 
the most popular Mass times for Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning. As we approach the Fall, and now that we all have some 
experience of how to gather for worship safely, consideration is 
being given to provide more opportunities for parishioners to attend Mass. Your responses to a 
brief survey will assist in refining the weekend Mass schedule for Our Lady of Mount Camel 
Parish. To participate, go to https://forms.gle/XyEAAHr4cm12dqwB9. Kindly submit your 
response no later than Sunday, August 23, 2020. Paper copies of the survey are also 
available in the narthex of the churches. Thank you for your participation.  

https://www.facebook.com/mountcarmelpgh/
https://forms.gle/XyEAAHr4cm12dqwB9


Sunday Word  
Reading I:  Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7 

God proclaims through Isaiah that “foreigners who join themselves to the Lord 
… I will bring to my Holy Mountain/and make joyful in my house of prayer.” 
Reading II: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32  

St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, explains to the People of God in Rome 
that with the coming of Jesus—his life, death and resurrection—God’s 
covenant with the Jewish people has been opened to include all people. 

Gospel    Matthew 15: 21-28 

The woman in the Gospel is a Canaanite, and they did not believe in any Messiah-to-come, especially 
not one that would descend from David. Yet this woman, against her whole background, seems to 

have belief in Jesus as Messiah.eing counted by the Father to point out that God’s  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

PARISH SHARE 

You may have noticed a change in your Parish Share pledge amount on the 
recent reminder you received.  

While you may see a different pledge amount, the original pledge and all 
payments have been accounted for in computing the new pledge amount.  

As of July 1st, the finances of the four parishes that preceded Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish have been combined. Because of our July 1st merger, payments received 
after June 10 were deposited to your previous parish’s account and recorded in the records for 
that parish. However, the payment was not posted to your giving record in Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel's database until July.  

At the end of January 2021, parishioners will receive two statements of their giving amounts. 
The total will be correct, but the amount for Parish Share could be understated in the old 
parish and overstated in the new parish if there was a payment made in mid to late June since 
your June contribution was not posted until July. 

Thank you for your continued support of this program. Should you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the parish business office at 412-364-8999, extension 8436. 

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from 
more than 60 organizations to help families and individuals 
explore their faith with thousands of movies, programs, 

audio, and books available on demand. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish subscribes to this 
service. To access content, simply go to https://formed.org/. Click on the “Sign Up” button. 
Then, click on the “I belong to a parish or an organization” button. When promoted to “Create 
a new account,” enter the zip code “15237” and then select “Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 800 
Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA.” You will be prompted to “Create a New Account,” after which 
you will be able to access the many available resources. 

Looking for late Mass on Sunday? Assumption Church in Bellevue (45 N Sprague Ave, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202) now has a 7:45 pm evening Mass on Sunday. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/081620.cfm


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

          Religious Education Registration Form    
Due to the Covid Pandemic, the first two cycles (18 weeks) of religious 
education will be all homeschooling. During the second nine weeks, and 
depending how the virus is impacting our community, families will be  
surveyed to gauge the readiness to move into a family model with some 
direct instruction, a fully-fledged classroom instruction for the final nine 
weeks, or a combination of both. Our deepest hope is that our 2021-2022 
catechetical year would return to “normalcy.” 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 at Saint Teresa of Avila 
campus is suspended until further notice. 
 
Family Name__________________________  
 
Cell Phone for Flocknote Emergency Text_________________ 

 
Home Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Regularly Checked E-Mail Addresses ________________________________________________________ 
 
School District in Which You Reside _________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

2.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

3.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

4.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 
5. Student ______________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________  Date of Birth _________ 
 
If 2nd or 8th grade student, please provide copy of baptismal certificate, unless baptized at a Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish church. Please check the church of Baptism: 

 Saint Athanasius    Incarnation of the Lord    Saint Sebastian    Saint Teresa of Avila 
 

Additional Addresses ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Parent Contact _______________________________ Phone ___________________________ 
 
Emergency Parent Contact _______________________________ Phone ___________________________ 
 
Father’s Name ___________________________________ Religious Affiliation ______________________ 
 
Mother’s Maiden Name ___________________________ Religious Affiliation ______________________ 
 
Student(s) Allergies/Health/Developmental Issues______________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fees - Reduced Rates 

This year’s registration fee is $25.00 per student. This is only to help defray 
the cost of student texts (both tangible and virtual).  



Liturgy & Music Ministry  
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Gathering Hymn:  You Are the Voice 
 

REFRAIN:   You are the voice of the living God, calling us now to live in your love, 
                      To be children of God once again.  
 

1. Praise for the light than shines through the night, from darkness to life, from death to new 
         life, and praise to the morning that brings forth the sun, to open our eyes to the Lord! 
     To open our eyes to the Lord!  For… (Refrain) 
 

2. Praise for the water than springs from the sea, the seed that give life to all who believe, 
     God’s love overflowing our hearts know the joy to be daughters and sons of the Lord! 
     To be daughters and sons of the Lord!  For… (Refrain) 
 

Text/Tune:  D. Haas, b. 1957;  Acc. By Jeanne Cotter, b. 1964; © 1983, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Responsorial Psalm: Let All the Earth 
 

REFRAIN:  Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord; 
                    Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord!  
 

1. Cry out in joy to the Lord, all peoples on earth, sing to the praise of God’s name, 
       Proclaiming forever, “tremendous your deeds for us.”  (Refrain) 
 

2. Leading your people safe through fire and water, bringing their souls to life, 
       We sing of your glory, your love is eternal.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Hearken to me as I sing my love of the Lord, who answers the prayer of my heart. 
       God leads me in safety, from death unto life.  (Refrain) 
 

Text: Psalm 66: 1-3, 12, 16; Marty Haugen;  Music: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Prayer 

 

Lord, be with us,  
So that we might not look forward in fear to the changes in life. 

We are your very own.  
We believe that you will lead us safely through all things, 

And when we cannot stand it,  

You will carry us in your arms. 
May we not fear what will happen tomorrow.  

You are our everlasting Father who cares for us today. 
We believe that you will care for us every day. 

Lord, either shield us from suffering,  
Or give us the unfailing strength to bear it. 

 

Hymnal for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 16 August 2020 



May we be at peace and so put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations. 
United with the prayers and example of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
Preparation of the Altar:  A Place at the Table 
  

1. 1. For ev’ryone born, a place at the table, for ev’ryone born, clean water and bread,  
      A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for ev’ryone born, a star overhead. (Refrain) 
  

REFRAIN:  And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, 
                    Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy. 
  

2. 2. For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be, 
     To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free.   
     (Refrain) 
  

 Text:  Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931, © 1998, Hope Publishing Company;  Tune:  Lori True, b. 1961, © 2001, GIA Publications, Inc. 

  
Distribution of Holy Communion:  Song of the Body of Christ 
  

REFRAIN:  We are called to share our story, we are called to break the bread, 
                     We come to know our rising from the dead. 
  

1. 1. We come as your people, we come as your own, united with each other love finds a 
home.  

     (Refrain) 
  

2.  We are called to heal the broken, to be hope for the poor, we are called the feed the hungry 
     at our door.  (Refrain) 
  

3.  Bread of life and cup of promise, in this meal we all are one.  In our dying and our rising, 
     may your kingdom come.  (Refrain) 
  

4.  You will lead and we shall follow, you will be the breath of life; living water, we are 
     thirsting for your light.  (Refrain) 
  

5.  We will live and sing your praises, “Alleluia” is our song.  May we live in love and peace     
     our whole life long.  (Refrain) 
  

Text:  Irregular; D. Haas.  Music: Trad. Hawaiian melody, adapt. By D. Haas.  Text and music © 1989, GIA Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 
 

Sending Forth:  We Are Called 
  

1. 1. Come!  Live in the light!  Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!   
     We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God!     
      

REFRAIN:  We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly, 
                     We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God! 
  

2. 2. Come!  Open your heart!  Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
     We are called to be hope for the hopeless so all hatred and blindness will be no more! 
     (Refrain) 
           
Text : Micah 6:8; D. Haas, b. 1957; Tune: D. Haas, b. 1957 © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc. 



Sunday Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
August 17 
Weekday 

12 PM  St. Sebastian  63rd Wedding Anniversary 
of Pat & Bob Mashburn 

Pat Mashburn 

Tuesday  
August 18 
Weekday 

12 PM St. Sebastian Patricia Sundra ✞ Richard Sundra 

Wednesday  
August 19 
Weekday/St. John 
Eudes, Priest 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of the Kerr 

Family ✞ 

Kerr Family 

Thursday  
August 20 
St. Bernard, Abbot 
and Doctor of the 
Church 

12 PM St. Sebastian Sally Farbas ✞ Charlotte Rumsey 

Friday   
August 21 
St. Pius X, Pope 

12 PM St. Sebastian Joan Menes ✞ John Menes 

Saturday  
August 22 
The Queenship of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius 70th Wedding Anniversary 
of Robert & June Brill 

Family 

4 PM 
Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian Edward Penco, Jr. ✞ Stiehler Family 

4 PM 
Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila Health and Well Being of  
Bill Doverspike 

W. Doverspike 

Sunday  
August 23 
Twenty-First     
Sunday in       
Ordinary Time 

10 AM St. Sebastian Evelyn & James Abbott ✞ Janese Abbott 

10:30 
AM 

St. Athanasius For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila Gary Koch ✞ Mother 



Staff Directory   Staff Directory   

 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro 
ldipietro@diopitt.org 
412.931.4624 

Rev. William E. Dorner 
frbilldorner@gmail.com 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Innocent Onuh 
ucheonuh@yahoo.com 
412.931.4624 

FAITH FORMATION 

Victor Boerio, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
vboerio@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x213 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center Director 
edettling@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social Minster 
pmahoney@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999,  x8624 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
trybka@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

David Dashiell, Associate Director of Liturgy 
ddashiell@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001 x517 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Have a question… 
Regarding finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Regarding parish registration, call 412.364.8999, 
x8419 

 

 

Regarding scheduling a meeting or an event, call 
412.364.8999, x8451 

Regarding a sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, 
call 412.364.8999, x8410 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Have You Heard? 
There is an election this November. Of course you know that!  The process of 
inundating us with information—some accurate and some not—has already 
begun.  So what does our faith say about this? 

First, our faith states that we have a duty to participate in this process.  We are called to learn 
about the topics and issues of our day, and educate ourselves in what the church says on these 
issues.   

The United States Council of Catholic Bishops website contains many resources for Faithful 
Citizenship (usccb.org) .  Please be reminded that the Church cannot endorse or oppose a 
particular candidate.  We cannot place political ads/signs on parish property.  We can 
encourage you to form your conscience and exercise your right to vote.   We will post Political 
Action Guidelines as published by the Diocese of Pittsburgh on our website and include in a 
Flocknote for your information.  

Make sure that you are registered to vote. To vote in the next election, you must complete 
your registration application by 10/19/2020.  You can do this online at https://
www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx or download the form at 
www.votespa.com.  Let your voice and values be heard.  Make sure that you are ready to vote. 

Just In Case You Need It: Anyone can find out how to contact their elected 
officials (or find out who they are) by going to www.usa.gov/elected-officials.   

Thank You:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel parishioners are so very generous.  
Thank you for your continued support of the food pantry and St. Vincent de Paul.  
Your donations go directly to those in need on our community.  We could not do 
this work without you! 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, peaches, pears, Knorr rice sides (rice only), Uncle 
Ben’s rice, Rice a Roni, hamburger helper, jar pasta sauce, beef stew, Campbell’s 
tomato soup, Progresso Soup, canned carrots, beets, and potatoes, boxed potatoes, 
egg noodles, brownie mix, jello, condiments, jelly, cereal, paper towels, 
dishwashing soap and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin outside of 
Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.  You can also drop off donations in the narthex 
at St. Athanasius Church  when it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian 
Hall. Thank You! 

MaryJo Robbins 

https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx


 

Faith Formation    

No one likes 
to be left 
out.  Do you 
r e m e m b e r 
what it felt  
like to be left out of playing a game on the school’s 
playground, or not being chosen for a special project, or 
not going on a field trip because  the proper permission 
form was not signed?  No one likes to be left out!  The 
insistence of the Canaanite Woman in today’s gospel 
shows that she did not want to be left out. 

In this gospel Jesus escapes to the north in the area of 
Tyre and Sidon.  A crowd begins to form and follow 
him.  A woman appears and shouts, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David: my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.”   Though a foreigner, she knows who Jesus is.  
The surprise in this story is the way Jesus treats her. 
Admittedly, this is a difficult gospel.  We are used to 
seeing Jesus kind, gentle and compassionate.  Here,  
Jesus appears to be rude using harsh words.   The 
Canaanite Woman was socially and religiously left out of 
everything (historically, for about a millennium). The 
disciples begin to send her away.   

She persists and calls out only to be reminded by Jesus 
that she is no better than a “dog.”  For some reason, the 
labels hurled at this woman bounce off her.  Jesus is not 
criticized  for his boldness rather, in this woman he sees 
the beginning of bringing salvation to the Gentiles. 

When  Jesus came into this world, he was naked and 
resting in a place where animals eat.  Close your eyes 
and see Jesus crying out in the Bethlehem night air,       
“Our relationship is too important, I am going to let you 
influence me, I am going to allow you to change me.”  
The willingness to stay in relationship is what Jesus 
models for us in this encounter with the Canaanite 
woman.  When we accept Jesus’ invitation to enter the 
life of Father, Son and Spirit and embrace our own 
vulnerability, we move beyond categories of race, 
ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status and religious 
affiliation.  We find ourselves at the very core of the 
gospel. 

Trust in God!      
Boldly ask God for anything. 
 
Breaking Open the Word:  
Matthew 15:21-28 

She insisted that Jesus help her, and he 
did. The Gospel today presents a story 
of exclusion that ends with inclusion. In Matthew's 
Gospel the disciples were frequently referred to as 
“those of little faith.” The only person praised for 
having “great faith” in today's Gospel is the 
Canaanite woman. The woman was not a Jew, but 
because of her great relentless faith in God's 
unbiased mercy, mercy was granted to her. 

 
Listen to the Word: 
How would you 
describe the 
encounter between 
the Canaanite woman 
and Jesus? What 
touches your heart? 
Is there one image or 
impression you take 
away from this 
reading? 
 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: How do you talk and listen to Jesus? 
What words do you use? 
Youth: Do you trust that God hears your prayers? 
Do you believe that your prayer makes a difference? 
Adults: When you pray, how do you know that 
Jesus will really respond? 
 
Incarnate the Word: Choose one of the following 
activities as a way to further reflect on the Sunday 
readings:  
 
In today’s Gospel the Canaanite woman demanded 
that Jesus heal her daughter. The Canaanite woman 
confronted the evils of discrimination in today’s 
Gospel. As a family, explore the topic of               
discrimination. Watch the evening news together. 
After the news, discuss the stories of discrimination 
in the newscast and what can be done about these 
situations. Talk about how faith plays a role in 
dealing with the evils of discrimination. Maybe your 
family is a victim of discrimination. Talk to your 
children about their feelings and how they can cope 
with this discrimination. Remind and re-enforce 
your children that God loves them, just as they are! 

Victor Boerio 
Deacon Robert 
Koslosky 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081620.cfm
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