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Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

Something To Sing About 
Rose Kennedy once said, “Birds sing after a storm; why shouldn’t people 
feel as free to delight in whatever sunlight remains to them?”  Rose knew 

from personal experience what she was talking about, as she had weathered many storms in 
her long life. 

We have all weathered quite a storm these past six months, and even though it is not over, 
some sunlight is peeking through as we try so hard to return to some semblance of life as we 
knew it.  For example: 

Holy Cross Academy has opened this week (but not as of this writing) and as I roamed 
around the building on the Friday before Labor Day while the teachers were finishing their 
many preparations and safety precautions, I was immensely impressed by their hard work and 
their concern that their students are both safe and comfortable. 

Faith Formation classes will begin online with lots of help available for students and their 
parents.  After a couple months, progress will be evaluated to see what further steps should be 
taken. 

Our parish staff meetings, clergy team meetings, as well as Pastoral Council and Finance 
Council meetings are now taking place in person, but with careful distancing and masks. 

Some parish organizations—like the Knights of Columbus and some of our groups devoted to 
our Blessed Mother—also are cautiously moving forward, having meetings either via Zoom or 
even in person, using the outdoor venue of the pavilion at Saint Teresa.  This is a great 
idea—at least until the colder weather blows in. 

Meanwhile, our construction has finally begun!  Check out this week’s The Shepherd’s 
Voice. 

Something to think about:  “When you reach the end of your 
rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.”  
  -  Franklin D. Roosevelt 

In Other news:  We give a long overdue Thank You to a group of ladies who 
have kept our Saint Athanasius Church clean and spotless: Patti Smith, Bobbi 
Walters, Nancy DeTrude, Joan Aul, Mary Kay Schwan, Patti Hammil, and Jhoo 
Young.  For a number of reasons—including the pandemic—they are unable to 
continue their ministry, but their time and effort over the years, which has always been 
done quietly and without fanfare, has served the parish well, and we are grateful for 
their faithfulness….stay tuned for more news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Interim Mass Schedule due to Covid-19 Restrictions 

Monday thru Friday 
8:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
12:00 noon at Saint Sebastian 

NOTE: Weekend Mass schedule will change 
the weekend of September 26/27 

Saturday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

4:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
4:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 
4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Sunday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
10:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

READINGS for the 24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: Sirach 27:30, 28:7 
Sirach tells us that we must forgive our neighbor if we want God to forgive us our own sins. 

Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9 
St. Paul emphasizes the fact that, through our baptism, we have been made members of Christ's 
mystical body, we have become brothers of Christ, intimately united 
with him in his death and resurrection. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 
On reading or hearing this story of the merciless servant, each one of 
us would rightly judge him a mean, low type of man, a heartless man, 
who puts himself outside the pale of mercy. We had better stop and 
think for a moment today and reflect that we ourselves may be that 
merciless servant described in the parable. Every time we have sinned 
mortally, we have incurred an unpayable debt to God. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Registering for Weekend Masses 
The quickest and easiest way to register to attend one of the parish’s six weekend Masses is online at 
our new website: https://mountcarmelpgh.org/. You can now register for every week in the month, 
however registration closes at 9:00 pm on Friday for Masses on the upcoming weekend. 

For those who are unable to register online, call (412) 219-9254. Registration by phone closes at 4:00 
pm on Friday for Masses on the upcoming weekend. When you call, please leave: 

1. Your Full Name; 

2. Your Phone Number; 

3. The Date, Church, and Time of the Mass; and 

4. The Number of People Attending with you. 

Someone will only return your call if that Mass is full.  Please show up a half hour early for Mass 
with a mask and do not come if you are sick. Thank you and God bless. 

Pontifical Good Friday Collection 

This year, due to the pandemic caused by the coronavirus, it was not possible on April 10, 2020 to 
take up the Good Friday collection in churches. The Pontifical Good Friday Collection helps to 
preserve the beloved sacred shrines in the Holy Land and support Christians living in the Land of 
Jesus who have been impacted by unrest and instability in that region of the world. 
Thanks to those who have already contributed to this collection through the envelope in your April 
packet of envelopes. 
For the rest of us, Pope Francis has moved this gesture of sharing that concerns the whole Church to 
September 13, 2020: it is the Sunday closest to the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which is 
celebrated with particular solemnity in Jerusalem. 
Since this is the date in our Diocese of the Bishop’s Education Fund collection, we will take up this 
collection on the weekend of September 19/20. 

COVID-19 Information for Travelers 
If you have traveled, or plan to travel, to an area where there are high amounts of COVID-19 cases, it 
is recommended by the Pennsylvania Department of Health that you stay at home for 14 days upon 
return to Pennsylvania. The following list of states for which a 14-day quarantine is recommended 
was updated on August 28, 2020: 

Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas. 

Be mindful of this recommendation before coming to Mass or other parish event. 

Food Truck Festival POSTPONED 
The annual North Hills Food Truck Festival that is sponsored by the Music Ministry of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish and that provides much needed financial support to those ministries has been 
postponed until September 12, 2021. The anticipated event had been announced to occur on September 13 
of this year as a "grab and go" event with 22 food trucks participating.  



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

New Interim Mass Schedule 
 
Creating a Mass schedule for a parish is a challenging task at any time. There is much to 

consider—the availability of priests and all the necessary liturgical ministers, available 

parking and the traffic flow, people’s needs and preferences (which often conflict!), 

ensuring the number of people in attendance is sufficient to create a spirit of vibrancy 

given the size of the nave of the church. Creating a Mass schedule for a new parish with 

four churches in the midst of a pandemic stretches the imagination and patience of the 

most sturdy.  

The Clergy Team learned much from the recent survey. Parishioners want Incarnation 

open for a Mass on Sunday; they want a Mass option for people that work weekends; 

they want an earlier Sunday morning Mass. And then there are practical considerations. 

Churches must be sanitized after every event and before the next event. Scheduling for 

Saturdays can be especially challenging with Confessions, the possibility of one or more 

funerals and/or one or more weddings, plus the anticipated Masses for Sunday. 

After weighing all these issues and more, the Clergy Team has recommended the 

schedule below to go into effect the weekend of September 26/27, 2020. Is it perfect? 

No. Will it satisfy every parishioner? No. But it is the fruit of careful and compassionate 

listening and then deciding wisely. Ad maiorem Dei gloriam. 

 

New Covid-19 interim Mass Schedule Effective 9/26-27 

Saturday 

4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 
5:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
6:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 

Sunday 

8:00 am at Incarnation 
9:00 am at Saint Athanasius 
10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 



Liturgy & Music Ministry  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved.                      Ted Rybka 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Come, Christian, Join to Sing 
 

1. Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen!   
     Loud praise to Christ, our King; Alleluia! Amen!   
     Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; 
     Praise is his gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

2. Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen! 
     Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
     He is our guide and friend; our cry he will attend; 
     His love shall never end:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

3. Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen! 
     Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
     On heaven’s joyful shore His goodness we’ll adore; 
     Singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen!    
 

Text: 66 66 D; Christian H Bateman, 1813-1889, alt. Music: Anon. melody, Philadelphia, 1826. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  The Lord Is Kind and Merciful 
 

REFRAIN:  The Lord is kind and merciful; the Lord is kind and merciful. 
                    Slow to anger, rich in kindness, the Lord is kind and merciful.  
 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul; all my being bless God name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul; forget not all God’s blessings. 
 

2. The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, full of kindness.  God is good to all creation, full of compassion. 
 

3. The goodness of God is from age to age, blessing those who choose to love.  And justice toward God’s children, on 
all who keep the covenant. 

 

Text:  Psalm 103; Jeanne Cotter; Music: Jeanne Cotter © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  Love Goes On 
 

1. Love is patient, love is kind, never ending, never ending;  
     Slow to anger, rich in mercy, love goes on beyond all time. 
 

2. Love is faithful, love is true, ever joyful and forgiving; 
     Love endures when life is over, love is old and love is new. 
 

3. Love alone has shaped our soul, and our hearts are always restless  
     Until love becomes our purpose, new creation to unfold.  
 

4. Love our journey, love our goal.  Though our faith may move the mountains, 
     Love alone can heal the broken; only love will make us whole. 
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 13 September 2020 



5.  Love, our Savior’s one command: “Love the way that I have loved you,” 
     With a towel and a basin, washing feet with servant hands. 
 

6. There are three gifts that remain when all other things have perished. 
     Only faith, hope, love enduring, and the greatest gift is love. 
 

Text:  Based on 1 Corinthians 13, John 13.  Text and music © 2004, 2012, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion:  Bread of Life 
 

REFRAIN:  Bread of life, hope of the world, Jesus Christ our brother; 
                    Feed us now, give us life, lead us to one another.   
 

1. As we proclaim your death, as we recall your life, we remember your promise, to return again.  (Refrain) 
 

2. The bread we break and share was scattered once as grain: just as now it is gathered, make your people 
one. (Refrain) 

 

3. We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup: sign of hope in our broken world, source of lasting love. 
(Refrain) 

 

4. Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; that the world may believe in you, God of all who live. (Refrain) 
 

5. You are the bread of peace, you are the wine of joy, broken now for your people, poured in endless love. 
      (Refrain) 
 

© 1982, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2:  Ubi Caritas 
 

REFRAIN:  Ubi caritas est vera, est vera: Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 
 

1. The love of Christ joins us together.  Let us rejoice in him, and in our care for all now love God in return.  
(Refrain) 

 

3. In true gather at this table to share the bread of life become a sacrament of love, your healing touch, O 
Christ.  (Refrain) 

 

4. For those in need make us your mercy, for those oppressed, your might.  Make us, your Church, a holy 
sign of justice and new life. (Refrain) 

 

5. May we one day behold your glory and see you face to face, rejoicing with the saints of God to sing eternal 
praise.  (Refrain) 

 

Refrain and vss. 1,2,5 text based on Ubi Caritas, 9th cent.; verses 3,4 text Bob Hurd; Text and music © 1996, 2004, Bob Hurd.  Published by OCP.   
All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:  The Spirit Sends Us Forth 
 

1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name 
      To bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim. 
 

2. We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 
      Where hope is dim to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 

3. We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
      And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 
 

4. Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
     God’s Spirit has empower’d us; we go in Jesus’ name.  
 

Text: CM; Delores Dufner, OSB, ©1993, The Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Music:Carl Gotthilf Glasner, 1784-1829 



Sunday Intentions   

Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
September 14 
The Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Pat, Joanie and Clara ✞ 

Penny Wagner 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Rose Geubtner ✞ 

Karen & Norb Geubtner 

Tuesday  
September 15 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Joseph Cheetham ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Rose Summers ✞ 

Tracy Gaertner 

Wednesday  
September 16 
Saints Cornelius, 
Pope, and Cyprian, 
Bishop, Martyrs 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Bill Mergenthaler ✞ 

Fran Opiela 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Deceased of Manion Family ✞ 

Ron & Carol Rombach 

Thursday  
September 17 
Weekday/St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Bishop 
and Doctor of the 
Church 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Alice & Max Callaghan ✞ 

Judy Callaghan 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of Paul C. Kress, Sr. 

Family ✞ 

Paul & Patty Kress 

Friday   
September 18 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius For the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory ✞ 

Marcy Burke 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Carol Reubi ✞ 

Lois & Mary 

Saturday  
September 19 
St. Januarius, Bishop 
and Martyr; BVM 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
John J. Lynch ✞ 

Wife: Mary Ann 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 50th Wedding Anniversary of 
Michael & Cathy Zamba 

Family 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Kourtney J. Day ✞ 

Senatore Family 

Sunday  
September 20 
Twenty-Fifth     
Sunday in       
Ordinary Time 

10 AM St. Sebastian For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

10:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Ed & Mae Kim ✞ 

Ray McCann 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Thomas W. Dionise ✞ 

Wife & Family 



Staff Directory   

 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith For-
mation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro 
ldipietro@diopitt.org 
412.931.4624 

Rev. William E. Dorner 
frbilldorner@gmail.com 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Innocent Onuh 
ucheonuh@yahoo.com 
412.931.4624 

FAITH FORMATION 

Victor Boerio, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
vboerio@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x213 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith For-
mation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center Director 
edettling@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social Minster 
pmahoney@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999,  x8624 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
trybka@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

David Dashiell, Associate Director of Liturgy 
ddashiell@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001 x517 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Have a question… 
Regarding finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Regarding parish registration, call 412.364.8999, 
x8419 

 

 

Regarding scheduling a meeting or an event, call 
412.364.8999, x8451 

Regarding a sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, 
call 412.364.8999, x8410 



         Parish Social Ministry  
40 Days for Life 

The Fall 40 Days for Life campaign begins on September 23 and lasts until 
November 1.  It consists of 40 days of prayer and fasting, 40 days of community 
outreach, and 40 days of peaceful protest outside of Planned Parenthood at 933 
Liberty Ave, Pittsburgh.    The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Pro-Life group have 

committed to pray outside of Planned Parenthood on Tuesday, September 29 from 1:00-2:30pm  
and on Saturday,  October 3 from 9:00am to 11:00am.    Please call Dianne at 412-366-7869 if 
you are planning on attending.  

Also, October is Respect Life Month.  On  Respect Life Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 2:00—3:00 
PM the Pro-Life Committees of Our Lady of Mount Carmel will participate in the national Life 
Chain event by meeting at the parking lot of the Great Hall, 1003 Perry Highway at 1:45 pm.  
The chain will line both sides of the highway and respond to passersby with silent prayer.  
Please join us as we plead for God’s intervention into the horrible slaughter of our youngest 
brothers and sisters.   TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

We Are Here For You: Our Society of St. Vincent de Paul assists those in our community 
with financial needs and our food pantry. During this challenging time of coronavirus, many 
have been laid off and are still waiting to receive unemployment.  Should you find yourself in 
need, please contact the Social Ministry office at 412-364-8999, ext 8637.   All calls are 
confidential.   
  

Final Reminder:   The end date to respond to the 2020 Census is September 30.  It was 
moved up one month, so if you have not yet responded please do so! It’s easy, safe and 
important.  Census data informs federal funding for more than 100 programs effecting our 
community, including school lunches,  hospitals, and fire departments.   Respond today either 
online, by phone or by mail.  Visit 2020census.gov or call 1-844-330-2020. 

DivorceCare:  Divorced and Separated Support Group – Meetings Starting on September 14. 

The Divorced and Separated support group sponsored by Sts. John & Paul parish will offer a 
virtual/on-line cycle of meetings starting on Monday, September 14, 2020 and ending on 
Monday, December 7, 2020.  
  
This peer led group provides caring support to anyone who is experiencing the pain of 
separation or divorce.  Topics covered include anger, loneliness, annulment, forgiveness, 
financial survival and more. 
  

Meetings are on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 PM and will be conducted via Zoom. 
Anyone who has questions or would like more information should contact Ralph Joy (412-741
-5456 or ralph.r.joy@gmail.com)  If you wish to attend the meetings, you must register in 
advance at the following website:  https://www.divorcecare.org/groups/125203 

MaryJo Robbins 

mailto:ralph.r.joy@gmail.com
https://www.divorcecare.org/groups/125203


 

Faith Formation    
Forgive us our sins as we forgive                          

those who sinned against  us. 

As we move along on the road to 
discipleship with Jesus, Peter and the gang,  

questions arise about forgiveness that are really 
challenging.  If you remember, some time ago I 
distinguished between the TRUE self and the FALSE 
self.  The True Self is always humble. It knows that we 
didn’t do it right and that it isn’t even about doing it 
right; it’s just about doing it. Our True Self knows that 
everything “belongs.” That means holding together the 
good and the bad, the dark and the light, the sinner and 
the saint—which are two parts of me and two parts of 
everything. It is our participation in divinity which 
allows us to be this large. 

Only God, it seems, is huge enough to include 
everything. Humans have a need to expel, exclude, deny, 
and avoid. We just can’t hold very much by our private 
selves. Only God in me, only me in God, can hold the 
contraries. Forgiveness could almost be God’s very 
name and identity. 

Our first forgiveness is not toward a particular sin or 
offense. Our first forgiveness, it seems to me, is toward 
reality itself: to forgive it for being so broken, a mixture 
of good and bad.  Then, when we allow God to hold 
together the opposites within us, it becomes possible to 
do it over there in our neighbor and even our enemy.  

We have now moved into 7 X 70, where our worldview 
and politics change. We can no longer project our evil 
onto another country, religion, minority group, race, or 
political party. 

Only the false self easily takes offense. The false self 
can’t live a self-generated life of immediate contact with 
God. It defines itself by the past, which is to live in un-
forgiveness. Forgiveness is the only way to free 
ourselves from the entrapment of the past. We’re in 
need not only of individual forgiveness; we need it on a 
national, global, and cosmic scale. Old hurts linger long 
in our memories and are hard to let go. We must each 
learn how to define ourselves by the present moment—
which is all we really have. Life and Love are what’s real. 
This Infinite Love is both in us and yet it is more than 
us it is 7 X 70. 

Forgiveness Reveals God’s 
Image. 

Breaking Open the Word: Matthew 
18:21-35 

I did not say to forgive seven times but 
seventy times seven. Vengeance must 
not be multiplied, but instead forgiveness should be 
multiplied. God is forgiving; we are made in God’s 
image. God will judge us by the measure of our 
forgiveness of one another. Our mutual forgiveness 
will reveal how the image of God lives in us. 

Listen to the Word: When you hear and listen to 
this familiar Gospel, what words or phrases did you 
hear “fresh” in a new way? What really strikes you? 
Is there one thought or image that lingers in your 
memory? 
Look into Your Life: 
Question for Children: Jesus says we should 
forgive from our heart. When did you ask 
forgiveness of someone you hurt? How did you 
feel?    
Youth: Jesus challenges us to forgive. Who needs 
your forgiveness? From whom do you need to ask 
forgiveness?  
Adults: Jesus tells us to forgive seventy times     
seven, which simply means always and forever. 
Name a time this past week when you forgave 
someone. Name a time when you accepted another 
person’s forgiveness. 
Incarnational Activities: Forgiveness should be a 
permanent choice. Help family members visualize 
their decision to forgive whether for another person 
or oneself. Have each family member write down on 
a scrap of paper someone they need to forgive and 
for what they will forgive that person. Then without 
reading them, find a safe location or container to 
burn the scraps of paper. Pray the Our Father 
together as a family at the conclusion of the burn. 
An idea for the younger crowd - Consider stories or 
movies where one of the characters seeks 
vengeance. What was the 
outcome of this story? 
Consider also stories or 
movies where one of the 
characters is humble and 
forgiving. What was the 
outcome of this story?  
Discuss the natural 
consequences of humility. 

 
 

Victor Boerio 
Deacon Robert 
Koslosky 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm


Holy Cross Academy  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

          Religious Education Registration Form    
Due to the Covid Pandemic, the first two cycles (18 weeks) of religious 
education will be all homeschooling. During the second nine weeks, and 
depending how the virus is impacting our community, families will be  
surveyed to gauge the readiness to move into a family model with some 
direct instruction, a fully-fledged classroom instruction for the final nine 
weeks, or a combination of both. Our deepest hope is that our 2021-2022 
catechetical year would return to “normalcy.” 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 at Saint Teresa of Avila 
campus is suspended until further notice. 
 
Family Name__________________________  
 
Cell Phone for Flocknote Emergency Text_________________ 

 
Home Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Regularly Checked E-Mail Addresses ________________________________________________________ 
 
School District in Which You Reside _________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

2.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

3.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 

4.  Student  _____________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________   Date of Birth _________ 
 
5. Student ______________________________   Grade (in Fall) __________  Date of Birth _________ 
 
If 2nd or 8th grade student, please provide copy of baptismal certificate, unless baptized at a Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish church. Please check the church of Baptism: 

 Saint Athanasius    Incarnation of the Lord    Saint Sebastian    Saint Teresa of Avila 
 

Additional Addresses ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Parent Contact _______________________________ Phone ___________________________ 
 
Emergency Parent Contact _______________________________ Phone ___________________________ 
 
Father’s Name ___________________________________ Religious Affiliation ______________________ 
 
Mother’s Maiden Name ___________________________ Religious Affiliation ______________________ 
 
Student(s) Allergies/Health/Developmental Issues______________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fees - Reduced Rates 

This year’s registration fee is $25.00 per student. This is only to help defray 
the cost of student texts (both tangible and virtual).  



Holy Cross Academy    

Hi everyone! My name is Mr. DeJohn. I grew up near New Castle, PA 
where I graduated from Shenango High School in 2005. After high 
school, I attended Slippery Rock University where I played basket-
ball and baseball. I graduated with a bachelor's degree in history 
and decided to go back and get my master's degree in Secondary 
Education. After college, I taught Social Studies for 3 years at Un-
ion Pines High School, which is about 45 minutes south of Raleigh. 
My wife and I moved back to the Pittsburgh area in 2018, where I 
began working for Lincoln Learning Solutions, developing online curriculum. In my 
spare time, I enjoy watching and playing sports, including golf, basketball, and 
baseball. I am so excited to get the school year started and meet every one of you!  
Mr. DeJohn 

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

Welcome Back! My name is Mr. Kevin Neary and I am teaching Computer, 
Health, and Physical Education this year. I am very excited to get this year 
started as it will be my first year as a teacher. I recently graduated from 
Slippery Rock University in May 2020, with a degree in Health and Physical 
Education. 
A little bit more about myself, I graduated from Shaler Area High School, 
where I was an active participant in the community. I played football and 
baseball and I was also an active member in the choir. Throughout High 
School and College, I was active in many clubs such as Best Buddies and 
Autism Speaks. I have also been an active member in the church since I was 

little. I have devoted time to teaching CCD classes and other religious opportunities. 
I want each class I teach to be engaging and fun for all students. I developed activities and 
lessons  I look forward to having a great school year under these unique circumstances. 
Mr. Neary 

Quierdan Padres (Dear Parents); My name is Melinda Widek, and I 
will be teaching Spanish at Holy Cross Academy. Last year, I taught 
this language at Quigley Catholic High School before it closed. My 
teaching experience varies from teaching preschool to high school 
and substituting at two different districts for all grades. I look 
forward to knowing each and every one of your children and helping 
them grow in their faith and learning through the Spanish language 
and culture. Bendiciones (Blessings),  
Senora Widek 








