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Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

Unauthorized Flyers 
During our three Sunday morning Masses on September 6, flyers of a 
political nature were placed on cars in the parking lots.  These were not 

approved by me, and I do not give permission for such methods of communication, political or 
otherwise, because they are a nuisance. 

While the parish accepts its responsibility to prepare parishioners to address political and 
social questions by helping them to develop a well-formed conscience, leafleting cars by a 
third party is not the manner in which the parish fulfills its responsibility for conscience 
formation. 

We were able to discover that the flyers were distributed by Pax Christi Greensburg.  The 
leaders of this organization will be reminded—they have already been informed in the past—
of our prohibition of placing unauthorized notices of any kind on parish property. 

The local police departments have been notified, so if you observe someone placing any kind 
of notices on cars in our parking lots, please notify one of our priests or deacons as soon as 
possible. 

This is not to suggest any ill feelings toward Pax Christi or to cast a shadow on their work, but 
they do not officially represent the universal Church, the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, or the pastor. 

This is an especially sensitive issue as we draw closer to the November election.  The 
Diocese of Pittsburgh has a clear policy about what kind of notices can and cannot be 
displayed on church property, which can be found on their website. 

Any material to be placed in, on, or around parish grounds must have the pastor’s approval. 

Something to think about:   
“Dream as if you’ll live forever.  Live as if you’ll die today.” 
  -  James Dean 
  

In Other news:  Remember that next weekend, September 26 & 27, our new 

weekend Mass schedule will go into effect.  New Mass times are listed on pages 4 and 
8….There are now two weekday Masses available: 8:30 am at Saint Athanasius and 12 
noon at Saint Sebastian.  Funerals will take place at Saint Teresa….Also please re-
member that we are not yet permitted to use Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion at any Masses, so only the priests and deacon (sometimes only the priest) are 
administering the Eucharist.  Thanks for your patience….stay tuned for more news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Interim Mass Schedule due to Covid-19 Restrictions 

Monday thru Friday 
8:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
12:00 noon at Saint Sebastian 

NOTE: Weekend Mass schedule will change 
the weekend of September 26/27 

Saturday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

4:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
4:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 
4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 

Sunday 
Registration required 

www.neighorsnorth.org or 412.219.9254 

10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
10:30 am at Saint Athanasius 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

READINGS for the 25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 
The prophet urges the Chosen People to seek God, to come close to Him in friendship.  
Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 
St. Paul wrote the letter from a prison cell in Rome or possibly Ephesus. It 
is a friendly letter, giving some news of his work to the converts in Philippi, 
warning them against certain enemies of the faith and exhorting them to 
remain humble.  
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a. 
The work we have to do in God's vineyard is the fulfilling of the duties of 
our state in life. If we cooperate with the graces God is continually giving 
us, we are assured of reaching heaven when our earthly days are ended. 

Rite of Reconciliation of Individual Penitents 
The Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on Saturdays at Saint Athanasius 
church from 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon with two confessors. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Registering for Weekend Masses 
The quickest and easiest way to register to attend one of the parish’s weekend Masses is online at 
https://mountcarmelpgh.org/. You can register for every week in the month, however registration 
closes at 9:00 pm on Friday for Masses on the upcoming weekend. 

For those who are unable to register online, call (412) 219-9254. Registration by phone closes at 4:00 
pm on Friday for Masses on the upcoming weekend. When you call, please leave: 

Your Full Name; Your Phone Number; the Date, Church, and Time of the Mass; and the 
Number of People Attending with you. 

Someone will only return your call if that Mass is full.  Please show up a half hour early for Mass with 
a mask and do not come if you are sick. Thank you and God bless. 

COVID-19 Information for Travelers 
If you have traveled, or plan to travel, to an area where there are high amounts of COVID-19 cases, it 
is recommended by the Pennsylvania Department of Health that you stay at home for 14 days upon 
return to Pennsylvania. The following list of states for which a 14-day quarantine is recommended 
was updated on August 28, 2020: 

Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas. 

Be mindful of this recommendation before coming to Mass or other parish event. 

New Interim Mass Schedule 
To hear Father Rushofsky discuss the new Mass schedule, watch his September 4th The 

Shepherd's Voice on the parish website at https://mountcarmelpgh.org/the-shepherds-voice.  

New Covid-19 interim Mass Schedule Effective 9/26-27 

Saturday 

4:00 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila 
5:00 pm at Saint Athanasius 
6:00 pm at Saint Sebastian 

Sunday 

8:00 am at Incarnation 
9:00 am at Saint Athanasius 
10:00 am at Saint Sebastian 
11:00 am at Saint Teresa of Avila 

https://mountcarmelpgh.org/the-shepherds-voice


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Update on Religious Education 

Because of the safety restrictions associated with Covid-19, Religious Education will look very 
different for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish this Fall. Our parish families are rallying to the 
challenge in passing the faith on to their children at home, without the help of catechists for the 
first nine weeks of instruction. The family is the first experience of God’s love and grace 
which is why we call the family the “Domestic Church.” 

The number one concern for families is lesson planning. 
Families will be using the Alive in Christ series from Our 
Sunday Visitor. This series is very user friendly and includes 
online resources that can be easily utilized. Each child will 
also have a hard copy of the Alive in Christ textbook. 

The lesson plans make suggestions for unfolding the specific 
topic of each chapter. The plans are suggestions, not 
mandates. Parents can experiment and use their own good 
judgement. It is recommended that families use the lessons plans as presented initially. After 
some experience with the provided lesson plans, families can adjust the plans to meet their 
needs and the needs of their children. 

The online program includes Interactive Reviews for the students. The reviews provide a gauge 
on the child’s comprehension of the faith material. The Interactive Reviews are self scoring, so 
a parent can have immediate access to how well their child has grasped the information in the 
chapter. When children are ready to take an e-assessments for a chapter or unit review, parents 
can send this directly to the Director of Faith Formation. 

Parents are being encouraged to take a chapter a week, no more or no less. Traditionally, our 
parish sessions were 1½ chapters. When working at home, less time is more realistic. 

Each lesson begins with prayer. Parents are reminded not to underestimate the power of family 
prayer. Each lesson provides a prayer, usually a Bible quote. Families need to take time to 
share thoughts and reflections. That’s where God’s grace builds and grows. 

An important recommended resource for parents (and for all parishioners for that matter) is 
https://formed.org/. Registration is easy. Go to the website and click on the “Sign Up” button. 
Next, select the “I belong to a parish or organization” button. Type “Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel” and select our parish (address is 800 Avila Court). From there, you can create a new 
account with your email and personal password. Formed is very much like a Catholic version 
of Netflix. It is an incredible virtual platform of movies, audio book and eBooks for children, 
family and adult enrichment. 

Parents can always contact the Faith Formation Department by email or telephone if their have 
any questions or concerns. 

The new Directory for Catechesis, which was published in July 2020 by the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, reminds us all that we are called to cooperate 
with parents in assisting them in becoming the first catechists of their own children (#124). 
You are asked to hold all our parents in prayer as they fulfill this sacred duty. 

https://formed.org/


Liturgy & Music Ministry  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved.                      Ted Rybka 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Sing of the Lord’s Goodness 
 

1. Sing of the Lord’s goodness, Father of all wisdom, come to him and bless his name. 
     Mercy he has shown us, his love is forever, faithful to the end of days.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:   Come, then, all you nations, sing of your Lord’s goodness, melodies of praise 
                     and thanks to God.  Ring out the Lord’s glory, praise him your music,  
                     worship him and bless his name.  
 

2. Power he has wielded, honor is his garment, risen from the snares of death. 
     His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, new life he now gives to all.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, Spirit of our God most high; 
     Solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, splendor of the living God.  (Refrain) 
 

© 1981, Ernest Sands.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Seek the Lord 
. 

REFRAIN:  Seek the Lord while he may be found; Call to him while he is still near. 
 
1. Today is the day and now the proper hour to forsake our sinful lives and turn to the Lord. 
                                                                                                                                     (Refrain) 
 

2. As high as the sky is above the earth, so high above our way, the ways of the Lord. 
                                                                                                                           (Refrain) 
 

3. Finding the Lord let us cling to him.  His words, his ways lead us to life.   
                  (Refrain) 
 

Text: Based on Isaiah 55:6-9.  Text and music © 1975, 1996, Robert F. O’Connor, SJ, and OCP.  All rights reserved.  

 
Preparation of the Altar:  Let Justice Roll Like a River 
 

REFRAIN:  Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 
                    Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us,  
                    Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
 

1. You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace; 
      To act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Amos 5:21-24; 8:4, Micah 4:3-4, 6:8, Joel 2:12-14; Marty Haugen, b.1950; Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Hymnal for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 20 September 2020 



Distribution of Holy Communion: Gift of Finest Wheat 
 

REFRAIN:  You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat. 
                    Come, give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 
 

1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice; 
     So when you call your fam’ly, Lord, we follow and rejoice.  (Refrain) 
 

2. With joyful lips we sing to you our praise and gratitude, 
      That you should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heav’nly food.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Is not the cup we bless and ahre the blood of Christ outpoured? 
     Do not one cup, one loaf declare our oneness in the Lord?  (Refrain) 
 

4. The myst’ry of your presence, Lord, no mortal tongue can tell: 
     Whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell.  (Refrain) 
 

5. You give yourself to us, O Lord; then selfless let us be, 
      To serve each other in your name in turuth and charity.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: CM with refrain; Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997. Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996. 
Text and music © 1977, Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Published by International Liturgy Publications, PO Box 50476, Nashville, TN 37205. www.ilpmusic.org.  All 
rights reserved.  Used with permission.  

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2:  Come, Follow Me 
 

REFRAIN:  Come, follow me and live; do not be afraid.  Believe and trust in me; 
                    Your faith will give you strength.  Leave all your fears behind you;  
                    Let your hearts be free, for I will be your guide.  O, come and follow me.   
 

1. Come, follow in these footsteps; I’ll lead you gently home. 
     No shelter, food nor money will you need upon this road.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Come, walk across the water; place al your faith in me. 
     Cast all your doubts behind you to the wind and raging sea.  (Refrain) 
 

3. If you remain within me, my words remain in you. 
     Whatever you may ask of me, that is what I will do.  (Refrain) 
 

© 1999, Gael Berberick and Barney Walker.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:  We Belong to You 
 

REFRAIN:  We belong to you, O Lord of our longing, we belong to you. 
                     In our daily living, dying and rising, we belong to you. 
 

1. In the waters of your mercy, when the old becomes the new,  
     Souls united in the myst’ry: we belong to you.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Filled with gifts and filled with goodness, Spirit breathing life into 
     All who seek to find their purpose: we belong to you.  (Refrain) 
 

Text © 2006, Victoria Thomson.  Music © 2006, Trevor Thomson.  Text and music published by Spirit and Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved.                        
 
 



Sunday Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
September 21 
St. Matthew, Apostle 
and Evangelist 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Barbara Blakeley ✞ 

Eugene & Lynne Grimm 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Dorothy Wood ✞ 

Lynne & Mary Ann Wood 

Tuesday  
September 22 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Deceased of Matula Family ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Antonio Angeles ✞ 

Sylvia Angeles 

Wednesday  
September 23 
St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
Priest 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Frank Bulik ✞ 

Leslie & Bob Beck 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
James & Dolores Gaertner ✞ 

David & Gina Gaertner 

Thursday  
September 24 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Bill Mergenthaler ✞ 

Lou & Mary Locante 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of the Quinn 

Family ✞ 

Lynne & Mary Ann Wood 

Friday   
September 25 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Julian & Helen Krawczyk ✞ 

Daughter 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Joanne Esposito ✞ 

Rita Morasco 

Saturday  
September 26 
Weekday/Sts. Cosmas 
& Damian, Martyrs; 
BVM 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Eleanor & Karen Mrozowski ✞ 

Family 

5 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Thomas Cheetham ✞ 

Family 

6 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Fred & Leona Silhanek ✞ 

Robert Gaus Family 

Sunday  
September 27 
Twenty-Sixth     
Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Patrick Myers ✞ 

Jeannette McDevitt 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Michael Rodrigues ✞ 

Jim & Laura McClelland 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Robert Carey, Jr. ✞ 

Lori Carey 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Staff Directory   

 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro 
ldipietro@diopitt.org 
412.931.4624 

Rev. William E. Dorner 
frbilldorner@gmail.com 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Innocent Onuh 
ucheonuh@yahoo.com 
412.931.4624 

FAITH FORMATION 

Victor Boerio, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
vboerio@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.4624, x213 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Co-Director of Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center Director 
edettling@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social Minster 
pmahoney@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999,  x8624 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
trybka@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

David Dashiell, Associate Director of Liturgy 
ddashiell@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001 x517 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@MountCarmelPgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Have a question… 
Regarding finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Regarding parish registration, call 412.364.8999, 
x8419 

 

 

Regarding scheduling a meeting or an event, call 
412.364.8999, x8451 

Regarding a sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, 
call 412.364.8999, x8410 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Flu Shot Clinic  
A Rite Aid pharmacist will be in the narthex at St. Sebastian Church 
next Sunday, September 27 after the 10:00am Mass. For those 
attending Mass, instructions will be given to you on how to proceed 

back to the narthex after others have exited the church.   Should you want to come 
just for the flu shot after Mass, please wait at the entrance doors.  The ushers will 
direct you, assisting with maintaining social distance.  Most insurance plans cover 
flu shots at no charge (Medicare, UPMC, Highmark, Aetna, Cigna and many 
more).  Please bring your insurance card with you.  Thank you to our Parish 
Nurses and Rite Aid for making this so convenient!  
  

MaryJo Robbins 

40 Days for Life::  The Fall 40 Days for Life campaign begins this Wednesday, September 23 
and runs through November 1.  The most visible component is a constant prayer vigil outside a 
place where children are aborted.  It is a prayerful witness to the clinic’s patients and 
employees, and to the entire community, that evil is in our midst and that with God’s help, it 
will be defeated.  It is the hope that the vigil can be maintained 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 
Our parish has committed to pray outside the Liberty Avenue Planned Parenthood on Tuesday, 
September 29 from 1:00-2:30pm.  Won’t you join us?  We will go to noon Mass at St. 
Sebastian church and carpool from there.  Or you can meet us in town.  Please call Dianne at 
412-366-7869 so we know to look for you. 
We are also signed up to pray on Saturday, October 3 from 9:00-11:00am.  Meet our 
committee member, Sue McGrath, outside of Planned Parenthood. 
If you are unable to go with us on those days, you can stop at Planned Parenthood, 933 Liberty 
Ave. any time between 7am and 5pm, between September 26 and November 1.  Someone from 
40 Days for Life will be there to greet you and tell you what to do. 
 

LOC Meeting Tomorrow: The first meeting of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ladies of Charity 
is Monday, September 21.  We will begin at 6:30pm in Schoppol Hall with the 
recommissioning of our officers.  Business meeting will follow.  Masks are required and  
chairs will be set up for social distancing.  All ladies are welcome! 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, peaches, pears, Knorr rice sides (rice only), Uncle Ben’s rice, 
Rice a Roni, hamburger helper, jar pasta sauce, beef stew, Campbell’s tomato soup, Progresso 
Soup, canned carrots, beets, and potatoes, boxed potatoes, applesauce, condiments, jelly, 
cereal, paper products, dishwashing soap and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin 
outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex 
at St. Athanasius Church when it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.   
Please do not leave any perishable items. Thank You! 



 

Faith Formation    
“I received from the Lord, what I also 

handed on to you.” 

 Religious Education looks different for Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, our families are rallying to the challenge and passing the faith 

onto their children at home without the help of catechists for the first nine weeks of 
instruction. Remember, your family is the Domestic Church… the first experience 
of God’s love and grace.  Earlier in the summer families were invited to take a Google Survey, 
237 families partcipated in this survey. Thank you! When asked “How comfortable are you 
with homeschooling your child/children?” 84 families responded very comfortable, 102 
families responded comfortable and 39 families were unsure. When I look at these results I see 
a majority of our famiies are OK with catechisizing their children while a few may have “a 
wait and see attitude” before making a solid decision one way or the other. The exciting news 
is that the majority of our families feel GOOD about sharing their faith with the family 
unit .Hands down the number one concern for 51 % of the families surveyed is lesson 
planning. 

So we write to you to explain how to use the Alive in Christ religion text. I believe Alive in 
Christ is a very user friendly series with all the online resources you can easily utilize. Each 
child needs to have a hard copy of the Alive in Christ textbook. We believe after a day of 
virtual learning your child/children will enjoy turning a “real” page of a book. I suggest 
checking a parusal of the below site before you actually begin to conduct a lesson. 

1. To get started go to the website: aliveinchrist.osv.com 
 

2.  Find the green tab, “Student & Family.” Click 
 

3.  Click, “In the Home” You should be looking at a screen which shows the grade levels 
from 1 through 8. Choose the grade level your child is on, click and you will have the 
family lesson plan. If you have more that one child at home then click the “Multi Age 
Family Session,” and you will see the objective for each child at her/his grade level. Since 
Alive in Christ is setup in a spiral format. The chapter themes for each grade level coincide 
with each other, therefore, you faith topic, exploration and discussion can be family 
centered. 

 
4.  The lesson plans make suggestions for unfolding the specific topic of each chapter. 
Remember the plans are suggestions- not mandates. Feel free to experiment and use your 
own good judgement. My recommendation is if this is your first venture in sharing faith, let 
the experts do all the work (Our Sunday Visitor) and use the lessons plans like a cookbook. 
I truly enjoy cooking and experimenting with different cuisines, but the first time I try a 
new receipe I follow it maticulously. Once the meal is finished, I make mental notes on 
how I would vary the recipe to “doctor it up.”  Do the same thing with sharing faith with 
your children, follow the experts – the book. 

 
 

Victor Boerio 
Deacon Robert 
Koslosky 



5.  Check out the “Interactive Reviews” for your child/ren. The reviews are a fantastic guage on your 
child’s comprehension of the faith material. The “Interactive Reviews” are self scoring so as a parent 
you can have immediate access to how well your child grasped the information in the chapter. When 
your child(ren) is/are ready to take an e-assessments for a chapter or unit review you can send this 
directly to the Director of Faith Formation, simply follow the prompts (more details to follow at a 
later date for this feature. You will need a specific email address). 

 
6.  For the over achievers this next suggestion might be difficult – simply take a chapter a week, no 
more or no less. Traditionally, our parish sessions were 1 ½  when working at home less time is mor 
erealistic. 

 
7.  Begin each lesson with prayer. Don’t underestate the power of family prayer. Each lessons pro-
vides and begins with prayer, usually a Bible quote. Take the time and share your thoughts and re-
flections, that’s were God’s grace builds and grows. 

 
8.  Recommended resource is www.formed.org. Registration is easy. Go to formed.org. Find the 
prompt for New Registrations, type Our Lady of Mount Carmel 15237 and register your email and 
personal password. Formed is very much like a Catholic version of Netflix. It is an incredible virtual 
paltform for children, family and adult enrichment. 

 
9.  When you are ready to begin take a deep breath & simply relax and enjoy the meaningful con-
verstaions you will have as a family. 

 
10.  Never hestitate to contact the Faith Formation Department use email or telephone! 

 
Sacrament Grades: Second and Eighth 
 
Our texts are from a different publisher. For children who are preparing and participating in the Sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist, families are using the “Blessed” series published by Dy-
namic Catholic. Parents need to register online with Dynamic Catholic. Follow the directions below:  
 
To register for this program simply go to www.dynamiccatholic.com. Go to “For Your Parish” and 
choose “BLESSED.”  Scroll down until you see View Program, click and make your choice of epi-
sode to watch. For your convenience each program offers a download for either a workbook or leaders 
guide. The idea is to have FUN as your family watches and discusses the true gifts that Sacraments are 
to us! 

BLESSED has a special site “For Parents” if you wish to register simply use your email address.  
 
Our 2021 Confirmation Candidates are using the program “Decision Point” by Dynamic Catholic. 
Parents need to register online as well. Follow the directions below: 
 
Go to “For Your Parish” and choose “Decision Point.”  Scroll down until you see View Program, 
click and make your choice of episode to watch. For your convenience Decision Point offers a Parent & 
Sponsor component which you can sign up for. You will receive 2 emails a week from Dynamic Catho-
lic that will help you engage in meaningful conversation concerning the Sacrament of Confirmation 
with your child.  
 
Again, the idea for both grade levels is to have fun as your family watches and discusses the true gifts 
that Sacraments are to us! 
 
 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we navigate the waters of our new normal. 

http://www.dynamiccatholic.com


Although the start of school was delayed until after Labor Day, there were many 
smiles as we welcomed the students and staff on September 8th! The students were 
greeted on the porch by Mrs. Osekowski and Mrs. Brown to have their temperatures 
taken and then, later, the teachers shared a video of a beautiful welcome prayer from 
Fr. Rushofsky.  

Throughout the week, the students were able to settle into the routine of school and 
enjoy recess with old and new friends. Friday the 11th was a busy day! For upcoming 
Grandparents Day, the students wrote letters to their grandparents or special people 
in their lives and will mail them. In addition, we said a prayer for the victims of 9/11, 
prayed for those that are suffering, and also to remember all of the love that God has 
put into the world. The teachers also shared their memories of this tragic day and 
some of the students watched a video.  

Overall, we are blessed to have the joy of sharing each day with such wonderful 
children and teaching them about the love of Jesus. Please continue to pray for us 
as we will continue to pray for you, our parish family!  

God Bless!  
Mrs. Osekowski  

Holy Cross Academy    

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 


