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Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

Despite Everything Else…. 
….we still go on.  Raging fires in the west, hurricanes in the south, a relentless 
pandemic, and a bumpy presidential election; none of these has kept Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel Parish from carrying out its mission to bring Christ to the people 
and the people to Christ. 

In the 4 1/2 months since our parish was established we have managed to steadily move 
forward regardless of what was going on around us.  We have celebrated 126 First 
Communions, 108 Confirmations, and numerous baptisms, weddings and funerals.  
Sunday Mass attendance has nearly doubled since June, and weekday Mass attendance has 
also increased. 

We are educating our young people in the faith and serving the needs of many who are out 
of work or in financial distress.  We had a Parish Mission in October, and the Respect Life 
group, the Knights of Columbus, and various parish devotions are cautiously getting 
together again. 

Several major parish projects are underway or completed:  The sound system at Saint 
Sebastian has been on the sick list for the past year, and it has now been repaired.  Long 
expected organ expansion at Saint Teresa is nearing completion, not to add volume, but color.  
The metamorphosis of the former Saint Teresa school building into a new Parish Center is 
well on its way, but a couple of delays—as almost always happens—have pushed back our 
hoped-for December 1 opening.  The elevator in Saint Teresa church building is under 
construction and should be done (!) in early spring. 

These are just a few of the things that are happening, thanks to our wonderful staff and thanks 
to you for your patience, cooperation, and understanding. 

And on we merrily go! 

Something to think about:  “A politician needs the ability to foretell 
what is going to happen tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year.  And to 
have the ability afterwards to explain why it didn't happen.” 
-  Winston Churchill 

In Other news:  We are encouraging you to make your parish contributions elec-
tronically through Faith Direct.  However, when you access the Faith Direct web-
site,  you need to be aware that it will say "St. Sebastian (DBA Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Parish)." This is due to the fact that, while the parishes have merged in the eyes of 
the Church, due to the federal Paycheck Protection Program in which the four pre-
decessor parishes participated, the civil legal merger of the parishes is still a work 
in process.  We hope it will be resolved soon….Stay tuned for more news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31 
The virtues of a good wife are extolled.  
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
Paul warns the Thessalonians to stay alert because the day of the Lord 
cannot be predicted.  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells the parable of the talents, in which he teaches about the 
importance of using the gifts that God has given to us in service to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. prepared to receive the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Holy Hour for Vocations will be celebrated on Sunday, November 22, 2020 

from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm at Saint Teresa of Avila church. Father Michael Ackerman, 
diocesan vocations director, will lead the Holy Hour and preach. Parishioners are 
encouraged to join as we enter into the heart of Christ, present in the Blessed 
Sacrament, to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into His harvest. 

Online Giving Update 
Many of you are aware and take advantage of the 
convenience of electronic giving to our parish and 
we are grateful for that. We believe it is time to 
consolidate to a more streamlined online provider 
and have chosen Faith Direct for our eGiving 
needs.   
 
A letter is being sent to parishioners along with an 
enrollment form for you to return. If you would 
prefer to self-enroll, please visit https://
membership.faithdirect.net/PA1109. (NOTE-When 
you access the Faith Direct website,  it will say "St. 
Sebastian (DBA Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish)." This is due to the fact that, while the 
parishes have merged in the eyes of the Church, 
because of the federal Paycheck Protection 
Program in which the four predecessor parishes 
participated, the civil legal merger of the parishes 
is still a work in process.) All elections will be 
effective in December. Any parishioners currently 
enrolled in Faith Direct will have their information 
automatically transferred to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel’s Faith Direct program. 
 
For those of you who have yet to join us in giving 
online, the parish encourages you to consider this 

method of donating. Faith Direct enables 
parishioners to make your Church contributions 
through either direct debit from your checking/
savings account or through your credit/debit card. 
No more writing checks or searching for envelopes 
on the way out the door. Now you can apply the 
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings 
in much the same way as you may now use it to 
make your mortgage, car or tuition payments.  
 
Faith Direct will provide you personalized 
offertory cards to replace your envelopes for the 
collection basket. All you have to do is make a 
note on the enrollment form. 
 

Please note that no other on-line providers will 
be available after November 30, 2020. 
 
Please join your fellow parishioners by 
responding to the mailing you will receive or 
visit https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA1109 
to enroll securely online. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Becoming Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish has united four as one. Under Our Lady’s mantle of love, 
as pictured in our beautiful logo, we have merged ministries, established Masses and the reception of 
Sacraments, and aligned faith goals to grow our parish, all during the time of a pandemic! In the spirit of 
the shared pride in our common identity, we offer... 

Apparel Christmas Sale—Official Logo Gear 
(T-shirt, hoodie, polo, nylon jacket with fleece lining, cap and mask) 

November 1-23, 2020 

On Sale Now at mountcarmelpgh.org 

or on our parish Facebook page. 

Mail in forms are available in the rectory office and narthex.  

Winter Coat Drive for the Homeless 
Help Operation Safety Net by donating Men's & Women's 
jackets and coats (M, LG, XL, XXL), gently used, washed or dry 
cleaned. Also needed are warm socks, caps and gloves. 
Donations may be placed in the box in the narthex at St. 
Athanasius or dropped off at the Community Center. The drive 
ends Nov. 22nd. Thanks for your help! 

Sponsored by the Social Justice Committee at the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Community Center. 

Advent Family Rosary Crusade 
The Marian Council of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish is sponsoring a Family Rosary Crusade for 
Advent. Each family is invited to gather as a family 
each Sunday during Advent to pray five decades of 
the rosary for the intention of receiving God’s 
blessing for their family, parish, and country. 

The following prayers for each week of Advent can 
be used along with the recitation of the rosary. 

Week 1, Hope 

Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world.  
This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your 
voice, and focus on what’s really important. We 
place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to 
celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 2, Peace 

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as 
the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to 
become the best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a 
deep and abiding peace. Help us share that peace 
with everyone we encounter, especially those who 
need it most. Amen. 

 

Week 3, Joy 

Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy 
season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring in-
to our lives. We want to find you in the everyday 
moments and come with hearts of gratitude to your 
manger on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 4, Love 

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine 
in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we mar-
vel at your great love for us. Let your love trans-
form every aspect of our lives and touch everyone 
we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. 
Amen. 

Advent Prayer for Families 

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest 
gift to us, a great sign of your love. Guide us as we 
strive to walk in that love together as a family this 
Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, 
bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give 
us the grace and strength we need every day. Help 
us to always trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus, lead 
all people closer to you. Come and dispel the dark-
ness of our world with the light of your love.  Amen. 

https://mountcarmelpgh.org/


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ladies of Charity 

Christmas Angel Tree project is ready to roll! Because 

of the COVID pandemic, gifts of toys and clothes will not be 
collected this year. Instead, we are asking parishioners to donate 
either money (checks) or gift cards. These will be distributed to 
needy individuals and families of the following organizations.: 
Genesis House, Holy Cross Academy, Holy Family Institute, 
Northview Heights Family Support, Operation Safety Net, 
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter, Providence Connection, and 
OLMC St. Vincent de Paul. 
Checks should be made out to “OLMC Ladies of Charity”, and 
gift cards in denominations of $25 or less may be dropped off in 

the specially marked Angel Tree box in the narthex at each of our four churches. These boxes 
will be available from November 15 thru November 30 ONLY when each church is open for 
Sunday or weekday Mass. We request that gift cards be purchased for only the following 
stores:  Dollar General, Giant Eagle, Kohl’s, Shop n Save, and Target. 
If you are not yet out for Sunday Masses, you may mail your check or gift cards to the Ladies 
of Charity c/o St. Sebastian Church, 311 Siebert Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237. 
Thank you for your generosity! Please call Donna Campbell at 412-487-1438 or Libby 
Pascuzzi at 412-487-7736 with any questions. 



 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home: 
     All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 
     God, our Maker, does provide for our wants to be supplied; 
     Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 

2.  For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take his harvest home; 
     From his field shall in that day all offenses purge away; 
     Give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, 
     But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore. 
 

3.  Even so, Lord, quickly come to your final harvest home; 
     Gather all your people in, free from sorrow, free from sin; 
     There, forever purified, in your presence to abide: 
     Come, with all your angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home. 
 
Text: 77 77 D; Henry Alford, 1810-181, alt. Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Blest Are Those Who Love You 
 

REFRAIN:  Blest are those who love you, happy those who follow you, 
                    Blest are those who seek you, O God. 
 

1. Happy all those who fear the Lord, and walk in God’s pathway; you will find what you long for: the riches 
of our God. (Refrain) 

2. Your spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the midst of your home, your children flourish like olive plants 
rejoicing at your table. (Refrain) 

3. May the blessings of God be yours all the days of your life, may the peace and the love of God live always 
in your heart. (Refrain) 

 
Text: Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 5; Marty Haugen;  Music:  Marty Haugen, refrain II adapt. By Dianna Kodner © 1987, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   
Preparation of the Altar:  Your Grace Is Enough 
 

1. Great is your faithfulness, O God; you wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 
     You lead us by still waters into mercy, and nothing can keep us apart.   
      So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                       (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Your grace is enough, your grace is enough, your grace is enough for me. 
 

2. Great is your love and justice, God of Jacob; you use the weak to lead the strong. 
         You lead us in the song of your salvation, and all your people sing along. 
      So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                        (Refrain) 
 

© 2003, 2008, Thankyou Music (PRS) (administered worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is administered by Kingswaysongs) and 
Matt Maher.  Published by Spirit and Song ®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 

Hymnal Pages   



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Unless a Grain of Wheat 
 

REFRAIN:  Unless a grain of wheat shall fall upon the ground and die, 
                     It remains but a single grain with no life. 
 

1. If we have died with him, then we shall live with him; if we hold firm we shall reign with him. 
(Refrain) 

 

2. If anyone serves me, then they must follow me; wherever I am, my servants will be.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Make your home in me as I make mine in you; those who remain I me bear must fruit.  (Refrain) 
 

4. If you remain in me and my word lives in you, then you will be my disciples.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Those who love me are loved by my Father; we shall be with them and dwell in them.  (Refrain) 
 

6. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; peace which the world cannot give is my gift. 
(Refrain) 

 

Text:  Based on John 12:24-26; 14:23, 27; 15:4-5, 7-8; 2 Timothy 2:11-12.  Text and music © 1983, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Eye Has Not Seen 
 

Refrain:  Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what God has ready for those who love him; 
               Spirit of Love, come give us the mind of Jesus, teach us the wisdom of God. 
 

1. When pain and sorrow weigh us down, be near to us, O Lord, 
      Forgive the weakness of our faith and bear us up within your peaceful word. (Refrain) 
 

2. Our lives are but a single breath, we flower and we fade, 
      Yet all our days are in your hands, so we return in love what love has made.  (Refrain) 
 

3.     To those who see with eyes of faith, the Lord is ever near, 
      Reflected in the faces of all the poor and lowly of the world. (Refrain) 
 
Refrain text based on 1 Corinthians 2:9-10.  Text and music © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved,  Used with permission. 

 
Sending Forth:  Soon and Very Soon 
 

1. Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King;   
     Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King;  
     Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King;  
     Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 
 

2. No more crying there, we are going to see the King;  
     No more crying there, we are going to see the King;  
     No more crying there, we are going to see the King;  
     Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 
 

3. No more dying there, we are going to see the King;  
     No more dying there, we are going to see the King;  
     No more dying there, we are going to see the King;  
     Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 
 
Text and music by Andrae Crouch, adapt. By William F. Smith, © 1976, Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music.  All rights reserved.  

Administered by CapitolCMGPublishing.com.  Used with permission. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
November 16 
Weekday/Saint   
Margaret of Scotland 
Saint Gertrude,   
Virgin 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert J. Mascari ✞ 

Jim & & Dolly Stalter 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Gary R. Schmidt ✞ 

Faulkner & Lucas Families 

Tuesday  
November 17 
St. Elizabeth of   
Hungary, Religious 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius Deceased members of the 

Chieffe Family ✞ 

Dolly Chieffe 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Teresa Gasbarro ✞ 

Marilyn Gasbarro Erbst 

Wednesday  
November 18 
Weekday/The Dedica-
tion of the Basilicas 
of Peter and Paul, 
Apostles 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Paul & Marie Fleckenstein ✞ 

Catenese & Lindner Families 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Robert Benna ✞ 

Pat Benna 

Thursday  
November 19 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Jonathan Gore ✞ 

Ann Francis 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Alexander James Olshanski ✞ 

Mother: Judy Callaghan 

Friday   
November 20 
Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Rudy Konzier ✞ 

Karen & Jim Kramer 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Josie Rivera ✞ 

Sylvia Angeles 

Saturday  
November 21 
The Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Ernest Mikec ✞ 

Ed & Diana Skinger Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius Living & Deceased of the 
Cotter Family 

Family 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Cecilia Otterbein ✞ 

Racek & Otterbein Families 

Sunday  
November 22 
Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of 
the Universe 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Deborah Locante ✞ 

Jack & Sara Kappeler 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
George J. Jakabscin ✞ 

KOC Bellevue Council 1400 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Michael Guido ✞ 

Marge Guido 



Staff Directory   

Have a question regarding… 
Finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Mass Intentions, call 412.364.8999, x8451 

Parish Registration, call 412.364.8999, x8419 

Scheduling a Baptism, call 412.364.8999, x8410 
 

Scheduling a Marriage, call 724-880-3486 

Scheduling a meeting or event, call 412.364.8999, 
x8451 

Sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, call 
412.364.8999, x8410 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Leroy A. DiPietro 
ldipietro@diopitt.org 
412.931.4624 

Rev. William E. Dorner 
frbilldorner@gmail.com 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Innocent Onuh 
ucheonuh@yahoo.com 
412.931.4624 

FAITH FORMATION 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social  

Minster 
pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center  

Director 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.6633 

 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
trybka@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator for Liturgical Ministry  

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org,  

412.367.9001, x517  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org


         Parish Social Ministry  

Grief Support 
During this month of November, we remember our deceased loved ones in a 
special way.  For those who lost someone this past several months, the pandemic 
has made it especially difficult.  Our helpful, healing traditions of gathering to 
support each other have been curtailed, if not completely eliminated.      

Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry has reopened two of their bereavement support programs.  
On the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month they offer a program at Saints John and Paul Church 
in Wexford from 7:00-8:30pm.  On the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month they offer a 
program at their McKnight Park Drive office from 1:00-2:30pm.  This is the time of our 
previous group here at OLMC St. Sebastian site.  We are unable to host due to social distancing 
requirements and the small size of our meeting space.   Both programs are led by Jay Sperling, 
certified grief counselor and are at no cost.  Please call Anchorpoint for more information at 
412-366-1300.   You are not alone in your grief.                                                                                                                               

MaryJo Robbins 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice,  peaches, pears, Knorr pasta sides Uncle Ben’s rice, Rice a Roni, 
hamburger helper, jar pasta sauce, beef stew, canned chicken, Campbell’s tomato soup, 
Progresso Soup, canned carrots, beets, and potatoes, boxed potatoes, baked beans, peas, mac 
and cheese, egg noodles, applesauce, condiments, jelly, cereal, paper products, dishwashing 
soap and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. 
Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. Athanasius Church  when 
it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.   Please do not leave any perishable 
items. Thank You!  

Catholic Charities Diaper Drive: Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!  
The Pro-Life Committee  of OLMC wishes to thank all those who helped make our October 
Diaper Collection a huge success.  We collected 90 boxes, totaling over 6,000 diapers!  We 
also collected 55 containers, totaling 4,500 wipes.  May God bless abundantly all those who 
participated. 

Thank You! The Knights of Columbus 
organized a Coats for Kids project.  
Working with our St. Vincent de Paul 
group, they provided 20 children in our 
community with new winter coats.  
Then they also shared coats with the 
Christ Child Society in Etna who 
distribute coats to needy families 
through their Angel’s Closet program.  
What a  wonderful service was provided 
to the youngest members of our 
community! 



Worship  

 

Gather Hymnal Memorials and Dedications 
 

Last week, we talked about how the Gather hymnals and missalettes have been temporarily         
removed from the pews, but they will return again once we are through the pandemic. In the 
meantime, we wish to acknowledge Gather dedications and memorials that we’ve received over 
the past eight months. We continue to remember our loved ones in the Masses, prayers, and 
good works of this faith community, particularly during this month of All Souls. We re-
member, we celebrate, we believe… 
 
 

In Thanksgiving for our Family / Given by Joseph & Evelyn Dinkel 
For the Sick of our Family / Given by Joseph & Evelyn Dinkel 
In Loving Memory of Deceased Family Members / Given by Joseph & Evelyn Dinkel 
In Fond Memory of Robert Paul Mihm / Given by a Friend 
In Grateful Memory of the Deceased Members of the Domencic Family / Given by the 
Domencic Family 
In Grateful Memory of the Deceased Members of the Erdeljac family / Given by the 
Domencic Family 
In Memory of Robert Mascari / Given by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Music Ministry 
In Loving Memory of Stephen and Elizabeth Noga / Given by Gerry & Cathy Noga 
In Loving Memory of Stephen A. Noga, Jr. / Given by Gerry & Cathy Noga 
In Loving Memory of Albert, Margaret & Alberta Vash / Given by Gerry & Cathy Noga 
Given by Deanna Greene (3 Hymnals) 
In Memory of Richard Sestric / Given by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Music Ministry 
In Loving Memory of Gertrude Goff / Given by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Music Ministry 
In Loving Memory of Joseph P. Milasincic / Given by his wife (3 Hymnals) 
In Loving Memory of Richard A. Marusic / Given by the Marusic Family 
In Loving Memory of Deceased Members of the Marusic Family / Given by the Marusic Family 
In Loving Memory of the Deceased Members of the Torp Family / Given by the Marusic Family 
In Loving Memory of Adrienne Woncheck / Given by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Music Ministry 
In Memory of Martha Lillian Daugherty / Given by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Music Ministry 
In Memory of William & Michael Polyak / Given by Joan Polyak 
Gather Hymnal Memorial & Dedication forms are still available in the rectory offices. 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In Proverbs, a man finds a trustworthy and praiseworthy spouse, one whose value 
is “beyond pearls.” In the Gospel, a mans finds trustworthy and praiseworthy 
servants, and one is worthy of handling all his possessions. How are we using 
what has been entrusted to us? Does our family member or friend or employer 
consider us trustworthy and praiseworthy? As we break open the scriptures, let us 
consider how we can become more trustworthy and praiseworthy in the eyes of 
those whose perspective we value. 

Ted Rybka 



 

Faith Formation  
Use your gifts for the Reign of God. 
Breaking Open the Word:  Matthew 25:14-30 

We must use the gifts we have been given! The Gospel 
reading deals with the end of the world and the coming of 
God's Kingdom. The paradox of today's parable is that the 
one who played it safe lost while, in the end, the risk-takers 

gained. Faithfulness implies not only keeping the tradition but also the 
willingness to risk everything in order to increase God's Kingdom. 

Listen to the Word: This is a very familiar parable, what caught your ear 
in it today? What one image or action from the reading lingers in your memory now? 

Look into Your Life: 
Children: Name one talent or gift that God has given you and tell how you have used it for God’s glo-
ry? 

Youth: Name three talents that you have. How can you use these talents in the next week to make 
someone's life better? 

Adults: Using Jesus' parable as your starting point, describe in your own words how you are using 
your own gifts to enrich the reign of God. 

Incarnate the Word: Sometimes we are reluctant to proclaim our gifts and talents. Be affirmed with 
this family project. Give a cardboard circle to each member of the family. Instruct each person to 
write his or her name on a circle and then to pass the circle to the person on the left. This person 
should write on the circle one gift that the family member has. If the children are too young to write, 
do this orally while someone in the family writes. Take time to affirm the talents you see in one an-
other. Talk about ways to use your gifts to help build God’s Kingdom. 
Discuss with your family what risks you can take this week to spread the Gospel values to those we 

meet in our everyday life. 

Now that November 3rd is over maybe we need to ponder these 
words taken from the World Vision website – Six ways to pray 
for our country during an election. I chose # 5: Pray that our 
leaders would commit to working together (and that we would 
too). 

God purposely created us with differences and designed us to work together. “Just as a body, though 
one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ”   (1 Corinthians 12:12). 

We are one nation, but made up of many different parts — so it’s easy to become divided. We hear 
“us vs. them” rhetoric on TV and in the news. And sometimes we’re guilty of buying into it. But we 
pray against the idea that we cannot work together. We pray that, with God’s grace, we would work 
as a nation toward unity. 

Jesus, thank You for humbling Yourself to walk alongside us as a man. Help our leaders be willing to 
walk alongside each other, their constituents, and especially the marginalized. Our leaders have dif-
ferent opinions and priorities; give them the wisdom to navigate differences and work together to 
strengthen our country. Remind us in this election year that You have called Christians to be one 
body.        ~  worldvision.org - 6-ways-pray-country-during-election 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/111520.cfm


Holy Cross Academy   

While this school year has indeed brought many changes for us, the third 
grade at Holy Cross has managed to keep the most important things the 
same.  We are fortunate to be in school with smiles on our faces, even if it’s be-
hind a mask.  We get to see and enjoy our friends, even if it’s through social distancing.  We 
work hard in our classes, even if we have to sit behind shields. 

  However, the most important thing we teach 
through all our lessons at Holy Cross, is doing SER-
VICE FOR OTHERS!  Along with the entire school, 
third grade participated in a contest to design a 
logo for a t-shirt we could purchase and wear on a 
PINK OUT DRESS DOWN DAY on Oct. 28 to support 
those with breast cancer.   The winning logo was 
created by 7th grader, Bliss Tilley, and 5th grader 
Makenna Nasiadka.  Congratulations to Bliss and 
Makenna!  The project was coordinated by Mrs. 
Thomas, Mrs. Ryan, and Mrs. Mooney.  Their lead-
ership helped our students raise over $1100 to do-
nate to Glimmer of Hope, an organization com-
mitted to the fight against breast cancer. 

Around Halloween, 3rd grade also paraded 
with the 4th grade students in our cos-
tumes over to Northland senior care 
home (the old Holiday Inn) where we en-
tertained the residents outside in a social-
ly-distanced format.  Third graders recited 
a Halloween poem with dance moves, 4th 
graders told Halloween jokes, and we all 
made cards and pictures for the residents, 
who loved it! 

These are the important things that truly 
make Holy Cross special and a great place 
to grow and learn. 

                 Mrs. Mooney and Mrs. Zizan 

Third Grade 
Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 








