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Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

The End Of The 

Year Of Grace, 2020 
This is the final week of the Church’s liturgical year, and next Sunday marks the beginning of 
the Year of Grace, 2021, as well as the First Sunday of Advent.  It’s not New Years in the 
secular sense, but it’s still a chance to dust ourselves off and start over again. 

Today’s Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, is a reminder that at his 
second and final coming, Jesus will hand over the kingdom to his Father, judging between the 
sheep and the goats, between those who have lived their lives for others, and those who have 
lived only for themselves. 

The bishops of the United States have suggested that the few days between this feast and 
Thanksgiving be set aside for deeds of charity, for penance, and for prayers for economic 
justice. 

Thanksgiving Day we will have one Mass at 9 am at Saint Sebastian church.  It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to be thankful for all the blessings we have, despite how difficult things may seem 
at the moment, and to look forward with hope to better times ahead.  Please remember to 
register for this Thanksgiving Mass. 

Next Sunday we begin Advent, a beautiful season of hope and expectation.  The vestments 
change to purple, we omit the Gloria, and the prayers and Scripture readings are all about 
waiting patiently.  Ever since I was a little choir boy at Saint Sylvester Parish in Brentwood (a 
couple hundred years ago) this has been my favorite time of the year, and unfortunately it’s 
also the shortest season of the Church year. 

Let’s make it a good one. 

Something to think about:   

 “Too bad that all the people who really know how to run the country are busy 
driving taxi cabs and cutting hair.” 
  - George Burns 

In Other news:  Work on our two construction projects is moving along 
quickly now, thanks to some mild weather earlier this month.  The new Pasto-
ral Center in the former Saint Teresa school building will be finished by early 
to mid January, and the church elevator should be completed sometime in Feb-
ruary or March.  We hope to share some pictures of the progress in next week’s 
bulletin.  Thanks for your patience!....Stay tuned for more news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 
the Universe 
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 
God himself will shepherd the people of Israel.  
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28 
Because Christ has been raised from the dead, all those who have died will 
also be raised.  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus teaches that when the Son of Man comes in glory, he will judge the 
nations, separating the sheep from the goats. 

Online Giving Update 
Many of you are aware and take advantage of the 
convenience of electronic giving to our parish and 
we are grateful for that. We believe it is time to 
consolidate to a more streamlined online provider 
and have chosen Faith Direct for our eGiving 
needs.   
 
A letter is being sent to parishioners along with an 
enrollment form for you to return. If you would 
prefer to self-enroll, please visit https://
membership.faithdirect.net/PA1109. (NOTE-When 
you access the Faith Direct website,  it will say "St. 
Sebastian (DBA Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish)." This is due to the fact that, while the 
parishes have merged in the eyes of the Church, 
because of the federal Paycheck Protection 
Program in which the four predecessor parishes 
participated, the civil legal merger of the parishes 
is still a work in process.) All elections will be 
effective in December. Any parishioners currently 
enrolled in Faith Direct will have their information 
automatically transferred to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel’s Faith Direct program. 
 
For those of you who have yet to join us in giving 
online, the parish encourages you to consider this 
method of donating. Faith Direct enables 

parishioners to make your Church contributions 
through either direct debit from your checking/
savings account or through your credit/debit card. 
No more writing checks or searching for envelopes 
on the way out the door. Now you can apply the 
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings 
in much the same way as you may now use it to 
make your mortgage, car or tuition payments.  
 
Faith Direct will provide you personalized 
offertory cards to replace your envelopes for the 
collection basket. All you have to do is make a 
note on the enrollment form. 
 

Please note that no other on-line providers will 
be available after November 30, 2020. 
Please join your fellow parishioners by 
responding to the mailing you will receive or 
visit https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA1109 
to enroll securely online. 

Music Ministry Virtual Christmas Ca$h Ba$h 
Tickets on sale at https://mountcarmelpgh.org/virtual-christmas-cash
-bash. 
Mail-in forms available in rectory offices and church narthexes. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Family Rosary Crusade for Advent 2020 
“The family that prays together, stays together.”  

Quote popularized by Fr. Patrick Peyton 

 
 

The Marian Council of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish is sponsoring a Family Rosary Crusade for 
Advent. We invite each family in the parish to gather in their home as a family each Sunday during 
Advent to pray five decades of the rosary for the intention of receiving God’s blessing for their 
family, parish, and country. 

The following prayers* for each week of Advent can be used along with the recitation of the rosary. 

Week 1, Hope 

Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your 
voice, and focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to 
celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 2, Peace 

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to 
become the best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that peace 
with everyone we encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen. 

Week 3, Joy 

Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring 
into our lives. We want to find you in the everyday moments and come with hearts of gratitude to 
your manger on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 4, Love 

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we 
marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect of our lives and touch 
everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. Amen. 

Advent Prayer for Families 

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great sign of your love. Guide us as 
we strive to walk in that love together as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for 
Christmas, bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and strength we need 
every day. Help us to always trust in you.  Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you.  Come 
and dispel the darkness of our world with the light of your love. Amen. 

Blessing the Advent Wreath 

Dear Jesus, as we light the candle(s) on this Advent wreath, may the light of your presence bring joy 
to our hearts. Bless our family and our friends, and be with all those who are in need in this holy 
season. Amen. 

The Marian Council of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish consists of representatives from the First 
Sunday Rosary Group, the Legion of Mary, the Marian Movement of Priests, the Militia of the 
Immaculata Village, the Miraculous Medal Perpetual Novena Group, and the Spirit Refill Team.  

*Prayers are from dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers. 

For instructions on how to pray the rosary, go to www.usccb.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Becoming Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish has united four as one. Under Our Lady’s mantle of love, as 
pictured in our beautiful logo, we have merged ministries, established Masses and the reception of Sacra-
ments, and aligned faith goals to grow our parish, all during the time of a pandemic! In 
the spirit of the shared pride in our common identity, we offer... 

Apparel Christmas Sale—Official Logo Gear 

(T-shirt, hoodie, polo, nylon jacket with fleece lining, cap and mask) 

November 1-23, 2020 

On Sale Now at mountcarmelpgh.org 

or on our parish Facebook page.   

Mail in forms are available in the rectory office and narthex.  

Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh would like to thank the generous 
parishioners of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in your efforts to collect 
over 6,000 diapers in last month’s drive. These diapers will directly 
support young families enrolled our Pregnancy and Parenting program.  

Masses for Immaculate Conception 
(Patronal Feast Day of the United States of 
America) 

Anticipated Masses (December 7) 

4:00 pm Saint Teresa of Avila 

7:00 pm Saint Athanasius (also live stream) 

Day of Masses (December 8) 

8:00 am Incarnation of the Lord 

12:00 Noon Saint Sebastian 

The Christmas Season 
For Christmas 2020, Bishop David Zubik has granted 
permission for Christmas Vigil Masses to begin as 
early as 2:00 pm on December 24th in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh.  

Christmas Vigil Masses technically are to be 
celebrated in the “evening”. This year, given the 
global pandemic and the need for more opportunities 
to allow the faithful to participate in Christmas 
liturgies and the celebration of the Birth of Jesus 
Christ, an earlier Mass is permissible “when 
warranted for the spiritual good of the faithful.” 

As a reminder, the dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses remains in effect 
in the Diocese of Pittsburgh and throughout 
Pennsylvania. Our Lady of Mount Carmel will 
continue to livestream Masses including Christmas 
Masses. 

All COVID-19 health and safety protocols must 
continue to be maintained, including social distancing 

of at least 6 feet between family groupings, mandatory 
mask-wearing, and cleaning and sanitizing 
procedures in between each Mass.  

Mass registration is now open for all Masses on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
Everyone must register for Christmas Mass.  It's the 
only way we can guarantee everyone a seat. We 
apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but 
absolutely no walk-ins will be accepted for Christmas 
Masses. Please register here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-
christmas"   

Christmas Eve (December 24) 
2:00 pm  Saint Athanasius (also live stream) 

2:00 pm  Saint Sebastian 

4:00 pm  Incarnation of the Lord 

4:00 pm  Saint Teresa of Avila 

6:00 pm   Saint Athansius 

6:00 pm   Saint Sebastian 

10:00 pm Saint Teresa of Avila 

Midnight Saint Sebastian 

Christmas Day (December 25) 

9:00 am  Saint Athanasius 

11:00 am Saint Teresa of Avila 

New Year’s Eve (December 31) 

4:00 pm  Saint Teresa of Avila 

4:00 pm  Saint Athanasius 

New Year’s Day (January 1) 

9:00 am  Incarnation of the Lord 

11:00 am Saint Sebastian 

https://mountcarmelpgh.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas?fbclid=IwAR2TS-BUh4EOhQe3iU1w8tPvVohFSpglBUsTv_p1ZMdKUxNwIjTFQP98A7A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas?fbclid=IwAR2TS-BUh4EOhQe3iU1w8tPvVohFSpglBUsTv_p1ZMdKUxNwIjTFQP98A7A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas?fbclid=IwAR2TS-BUh4EOhQe3iU1w8tPvVohFSpglBUsTv_p1ZMdKUxNwIjTFQP98A7A


Hymnal Pages   
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  To Jesus Christ, Our Sovereign King 
 

1. To Jesus Christ, our Sov’reign King, who is the world’s salvation. 
     All praise and homage do we bring and thanks and adoration.  (Refrain) 
 
REFRAIN:  Christ Jesus, victor!  Christ Jesus, ruler!  Christ Jesus, Lord and redeemer! 
 
2. They reign extend, O King benign, to ev’ry land and nation; 
      For in thy kingdom, Lord divine, alone we find salvation.  (Refrain) 
 
3. To thee and to thy Church, great King, we pledge our hearts’ oblation 
     Until before thy throne we sing in endless jubilation.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: 87 87 55 8; based on Christus Vincit, 8th cent.; Martin  B. Hellreigel, 1890-1981, © 1941, assigned 1978 to Mrs. Irene C. Mueller.  All rights reserved.  Used 
with permission.  Music: Mainz Gesangbuch, 1870. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Shepherd Me, O God 
 

REFRAIN:  Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, 
                    from death into life. 
 

1. God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want; I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love; 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  (Refrain) 

  
2. You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, crowning me with love beyond my 

power to hold. (Refrain) 
 
3. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; I will dwell in the house 

of my God forevermore. (Refrain) 
 

Text: Psalm 23; Marty Haugen; Music: Marty Haugen © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  In Christ Alone 
 
1.  In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song; 
     This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
     What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
     My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
     From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
     No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand; 
     Till he returns or call me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
 

© 2001, Thankyou Music (PRS).   All rights reserved.  Administered at CapitolCMGPublishing.com.  Used with permission.      



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Worthy Is the Lamb 
 

REFRAIN: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive honor and glory.  
    Worthy are the ones who believe to receive the goodness of God.  
 

1.  Worthy are you, O Paschal Lamb. Wisdom and strength belong now to you. You laid down   
     your life and died upon the cross: we’ve become a people of hope. (Refrain)  
 

2.  Worthy are you, O Bread of Life. Salvation and joy belong now to us. By conquering death     
     and rising to new life, we’ve become a people of praise. (Refrain)  
 

3.  Worthy are you, O Risen Christ. Wonders and signs, revealing your might. Your power and   
     glory shine upon our lives; we’ve become your light for the world. (Refrain) 
 
Text: Based on Revelation 5:9-14. Text and music © 1997, Ricky Manolo, CSP. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.  

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2: 10,000 Reasons/Bless the Lord 
 

REFRAIN:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; worship his holy name. 
                    Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship your holy name. 
 

1. The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, it’s time to sing your song again. 
      Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, Let me be singing when the evening comes.    
      (Refrain) 
 

2. You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger.  Your name is great and your heart is kind.   
      For all your goodness I will keep on singing:  Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.    
      (Refrain) 
 

3. And on that day, when my strength is failing, the end draws near and my time has come;  
      Still my soul will sing your praise unending:  Ten thousand years and then forevermore.   
      (Refrain) 
  
© 2011, SHOUT! Music Publishing (ARA) (administered in the US and Canada at CapitolCMGPublishing,com), Thankyou Music (PRS) (administered worldwide at 
CapitalCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is administered by Kingswaysongs), worshiptogether.com Songs (ASCAP), sixsteps Music (ASCAP), and Said 
and Done Music (ASCAP) (administered at CapitolCMGPublishing.com).  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 
Sending Forth:  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

1. Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
     All kingdoms of the earth resound in praise of him alone. 
     Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
     And hail him as thy risen King for all eternity. 
 

2. Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 
     Who on the third day did arise and hope to sinners gave.   
     His glory now we sing, who did and rose on high, 
     Who came eternal life to bring, who lives, no more to die. 
 

3. Crown him the Lord of heav’n, where angels sing above; 
     Crown him the King, to who is giv/n the wondrous name of Love. 
     Crown him with many crowns, as thones before him fall. 
     Throughout the earth his praise resounds for he is Lord of all. 
 
Text:  SMD; verses 1, 3, Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, and Compilers, 1978, © 1978, OCP.  All rights reserved.  Verse 2, Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.  
Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893.  



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
November 23 
Weekday/St Clement I 
Pope and Martyr; St. 
Columbian, Abbot; 
Bl. Miguel Agustin 
Pro, Priest and  
Martyr 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert J. Mascari ✞ 

Jim & Dolly Stalter 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Bertha & Carl Goetz ✞ 

Dorothy & Charles Goetz 

Tuesday  
November 24 
St. Andrew Dung-Lac 
Priest and Compan-
ions, Martyrs 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
John Mihm ✞ 

Donna Campbell 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
John Paul Latulippe ✞ 

Leslie Latulippe 

Wednesday  
November 25 
Weekday/Saint   
Catherine of       
Alexandria, Virgin 
and Martyr 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Margaret Heim ✞ 

Dorothy & Charles Goetz 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Cecelia Kerr ✞ 

Family 

Thursday  
November 26 
Thanksgiving 

9 AM St. Sebastian 
Teresa Gasbarro ✞ 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Friday   
November 27 
Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Julius & Christina Wailand ✞ 

Peggy Wailand 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
George A. Nadzam ✞ 

Wife 

Saturday  
November 28 
Weekday; BVM 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
John J. Andra ✞ 

Andra Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Bill Richard ✞ 

Bernhard Family 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 50th Wedding Anniversary of 
Bill & Diane Sullivan 

Diane Sullivan 

Sunday  
November 29 
First Sunday       
of Advent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Richard Clafshenkel ✞ 

Daughters 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert G. Roos ✞ 

Jim & Kathy Roos 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Teresa A. Gasbarro ✞ 

Michelle Hess 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Staff Directory   

Have a question regarding… 
Finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Mass Intentions, call 412.364.8999, x8451 

Parish Registration, call 412.364.8999, x8419 

Scheduling a Baptism, call 412.364.8999, x8410 

Scheduling a Marriage, call 724-880-3486 

Scheduling a meeting or event, call 412.364.8999, 
x8451 

Sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, call 
412.364.8999, x8410 

For a complete list of staff members, go to https://neighborsnorth.org/staff-1 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social 
Minster 
pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center 
Director 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.6633 

 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator for Liturgical Ministry  

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org,  

412.367.9001, x517  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org


         Parish Social Ministry  

Angel Tree Donations Needed 
Now is the time for us to remember others in our community for Christmas. 
Because of the COVID pandemic, gifts of toys and clothes will not be collected 
this year. Instead, we are asking parishioners to donate either money (checks) or 
gift cards.  Donations will be shared throughout the area through other local 

programs, as they have in the past.  While this may feel less personal that choosing a tag off of 
an Angel Tree, the needs in our community have increased due to the pandemic.   Please 
consider giving if you are able. 

Checks should be made out to “OLMC Ladies of Charity”, and gift cards in denominations of 
$25 or less may be dropped off in the specially marked Angel Tree box in the narthex at each of 
our four churches.   These boxes will be available from November 15 thru November 30 ONLY 
when each church is open for Sunday or weekday Mass.  We request that gift cards be 
purchased for only the following stores:  Dollar General, Giant Eagle, Kohl’s, Shop n Save, 
and Target. 

If you are not yet out for Sunday Masses, you may mail your check or gift cards to the Ladies 
of Charity c/o St. Sebastian Church, 311 Siebert Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237. 

Thank you for your generosity!  Please call Donna Campbell at 412-487-1438 or Libby 
Pascuzzi at 412-487-7736 with any questions. 

From Pope Francis:  “We’re never more like Jesus than when we offer our undeserved 
suffering to the Father, and the Lord can change that suffering, giving it meaning like the 
anguish of Calvary. When we offer up our pain (or discomfort or frustration or uncertainty), 
God takes that struggle as a prayer, strengthened by suffering, and uses it for the salvation of 
souls and the glory of his name. “ (From his live streamed Wednesday General Audience, 
November 4, 2020) 

Gratitude:   Posted on our parish Facebook page is the diocesan 30 Days of Gratitude for the 
month of November.  With the many negative stressors in our lives today, gratitude heals and 
comforts.  Take time to visit our Facebook page.  You can connect through our website, and 
you do not have to be registered on Facebook to view the  post.   Or you can visit diopitt.org 
and join the gratitude challenge.  It is the season for acknowledging our blessings.  HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 

November is National Adoption Month: Simone Biles; Ray Liotta; Melissa Gilbert; Nelson 
Mandela; Faith Hill; Frances McDormand; Colin Kaepernick; Steve Jobs.  What do these 
famous people have in common?  They were all adopted.  It seems fitting that after celebrating 
Respect Life Month in October, we now celebrate one of the many loving options for dealing 
with an unplanned pregnancy.  May God abundantly bless all birth parents who made the 
difficult and loving choice of adoption. 

MaryJo Robbins 



Worship  

Ted Rybka 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS SCHEDULE 
We will gather together for Mass around one altar as one parish 
family this Thursday, November 26th, at 9:00 AM in St.           
Sebastian Church, as we give thanks for the many blessings in our 
lives. The scripture readings for Thanksgiving remind us that all 
that we are and all that we have can ultimately be traced back to 
God, who created all and sustains all. As we reflect on the words of 
scripture this coming Thursday, may we feel the gratitude expressed 
by these holy women and men, noticing all the reasons they give to 
be thankful, and share with them in their great Thanksgiving. 
*Please note there will not be an 8:30 AM Mass at St. Athanasius 
or a 12:00 Noon Mass at St. Sebastian on Thanksgiving Day. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
On this final Sunday of the liturgical year, the       
readings concern the end of time and Christ’s role as 
king and judge. Before Jesus spoke to his disciples 
about separating sheep from goats, Ezekiel prophesied 
about the sheep God tends and then judges. Paul     
explained how at the end of time all will be brought to 

life, and death will be destroyed. Finally, we hear Matthew’s Gospel         
account of the Last Judgement. As we listen, let us ask ourselves if we can 
see the face of Jesus in those in need and pray for the grace to respond.  

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS THIS SUNDAY 
 

Please join us for a Holy Hour for       
Vocations this Sunday afternoon,      
November 22nd, at 4:30 PM in          

St. Teresa of Avila Church,  
led by Father Michael Ackerman. 

 
Lord of the Harvest,  

call forth vocations to the priesthood  
and consecrated life from our diocese  

and our families and households. 
 

Inspire all your faithful people  
to support them with prayer  

and sacrifice. 
 

Amen. 



 

Faith Formation  

Jesus' kingdom is a kingdom of actions and 
deeds! 
Breaking Open the Word: Matthew 25:31-46 

“When did we see you hungry?” Today's discourse on the end 
time in Matthew is a description of the final judgment under 

the figure of a king-shepherd who separates the good and bad animals in his 
flock. The bad are identified as goats and the good as sheep. The goats and 
sheep represent "all the nations," all peoples who had been called together for 
this judgment. The point of the image is that all people will be judged by God as to how well they care for the 
weak and disadvantaged. Caring for "the least" of our sisters and brothers seems to be our highest calling! 

 
Listen to the Word: This is a very familiar gospel parable, yet it is both powerful and disturbing. Are there 
particular words or situations mentioned that jump off the page for you? What image or idea lingers in your 
mind’s eye? 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: Brainstorm: Who are the people most in need of help who live around you, and how can you help 
them? 
Youth: What can you do (alone, with friends, or with your family) to help those who are without food, shel-
ter, or have other needs? Have you seen Jesus in the poor? Why or why not? 
Adults: As you grapple with this very strong, direct and demanding Gospel passage, name the people for 
whom you have cared personally – or if there are none, those for whom you will offer care in the coming 
weeks. 

 
Come and enjoy the season of hope and expectation! Here are two 

suggested  resources that promise to slow us down and open us to the 

possibility of new beginnings: Let Your Soul Shine and                               

The Road to Bethlehem. 
 
 

Experience free, daily    
video reflections on the    
Advent Gospel readings and 
head into 2021 with the 
happiest, shiniest soul 
you’ve ever had! Join Us 
for BEST ADVENT EVER  
2020!   
Register @        
 
 

 
 
 

DynamicCatholic.Com 

Formed.Org 
The Road to Bethlehem is a 
spiritually journey to    
Bethlehem to encounter 
Christ and his love. This 
program is designed to 
guide you spiritually 
through carefully curated 

content that is mapped out throughout the season of 
Advent.  
 

Register on the website. Go to Signup. If you are 

not a member enter as a new registrant. Search 

Our Lady of Mount   Carmel Parish 15237. Follow 

the instructions. 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm


Holy Cross Academy   

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 








