
November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Pastor’s Perspective 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky             jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
Pastor                412-364-8999 x8112 

Lots Going On! 
Our long awaited takeout Fish Fry on November 13 

was a great success, as you can see from the long line of cars lined 
up from the Saint Teresa parking lot, at one point all the way to 
Brandt’s Funeral Home.  Congratulations to the Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Fish Fry Crew for their hard work.  It was a fun 
evening for all. 

And while we’re looking at pictures, here’s a couple that were taken on 
November 18, so by the time you’re reading this, the elevator project 

will be much further along.  What you’re 
looking at is the base of the shaft that 
will be almost as high as the church roof.  
Caissons had to be set deep into the ground because the church 
itself sits on caissons to prevent settling.  The concrete block 
you see here will be covered by brick that will match the church 
exterior as much as 
possible.  The elevator 
car will have its own 
inner entrance, with a 
little lobby on both levels 
so that the elevator itself 
will not open into the 
outside on the lower 
level nor directly into the 

church on the upper level, which will be located in the 
back of the church next to the confessionals. 

In Other News: We now begin Advent, the season of hope.  Human beings 
cannot live without hope.  Unlike the animals, we are blessed—or cursed—with 
the ability to think about the future and to fear our actions to shaping it.  So es-
sential is this to life, that human beings cannot live without something to live for, 
without something to look forward to.  To be without hope is to surrender to death 
in despair. (“The Spirit of Advent” by Mark Searle)….Stay tuned for more news... 

Something to think about: “Let us not resist his first coming, so 
that we may not dread the second.  What then should the Christian do?  
He ought to use the world, not become its slave.”  - Saint Augustine 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for the First Sunday of Advent 
First Reading:  IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7  
Isaiah states that we are the clay and God is the potter. 
Second Reading:  1 COR 1:3-9  
God is faithful and you are called to be faithful with 
him. 
Gospel Reading:  MK 13:33-37  
Jesus asks his disciples to Be Alert and Watchful 

Online Giving Update 
Many of you are aware and take advantage of 
the convenience of electronic giving to our 
parish and we are grateful for that. We 
believe it is time to consolidate to a more 
streamlined online provider and have chosen 
Faith Direct for our eGiving needs.   
 
A letter is being sent to parishioners along 
with an enrollment form for you to return. If 
you would prefer to self-enroll, please visit 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA1109. 
(NOTE-When you access the Faith Direct 
website,  it will say "St. Sebastian (DBA Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish)." This is due 
to the fact that, while the parishes have 
merged in the eyes of the Church, because of 
the federal Paycheck Protection Program in 
which the four predecessor parishes 
participated, the civil legal merger of the 
parishes is still a work in process.) All 
elections will be effective in December. Any 
parishioners currently enrolled in Faith Direct 
will have their information automatically 
transferred to Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s 
Faith Direct program. 
  
For those of you who have yet to join us in 
giving online, the parish encourages you to 
consider this method of donating.             

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make 
your Church contributions through either 
direct debit from your checking/savings 
account or through your credit/debit card. No 
more writing checks or searching for 
envelopes on the way out the door. Now you 
can apply the convenience of direct debit to 
your parish offerings in much the same way 
as you may now use it to make your 
mortgage, car or tuition payments.  
 
Faith Direct will provide you personalized 
offertory cards to replace your envelopes for 
the collection basket. All you have to do is 
make a note on the enrollment form. 
 
Please note that no other on-line providers 
will be available after November 30, 2020. 
Please join your fellow parishioners by 
responding to the mailing you will receive or 
visit https://membership.faithdirect.net/
PA1109 to enroll securely online. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/63?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/13?33


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  Registration is open for the Masses for this holy day: 
Monday, December 7, 2020 
4:00PM St. Teresa of Avila 
7:00PM St. Athanasius 
 

Tuesday December 8, 2020 
8:00AM Incarnation of the Lord 
12:00 noon St. Sebastian 
Please note, while there will be daily Masses on December 7th, there is no 8:30 Mass at 

St. Athanasius on Tuesday December 8th in observation of the Solemnity. 

The Christmas Season 
For Christmas 2020, Bishop David Zubik has 
granted permission for Christmas Vigil 
Masses to begin as early as 2:00 pm on De-
cember 24th in the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  

Christmas Vigil Masses technically are to be 
celebrated in the “evening”. This year, given 
the global pandemic and the need for more 
opportunities to allow the faithful to partici-
pate in Christmas liturgies and the celebra-
tion of the Birth of Jesus Christ, an earlier 
Mass is permissible “when warranted for the 
spiritual good of the faithful.” 

As a reminder, the dispensation from the obli-
gation to attend Sunday and Holy Day Mass-
es remains in effect in the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh and throughout Pennsylvania. Our La-
dy of Mount Carmel will continue to 
livestream Masses including Christmas 
Masses. 

All COVID-19 health and safety protocols 
must continue to be maintained, including 
social distancing of at least 6 feet between 
family groupings, mandatory mask-wearing, 
and cleaning and sanitizing procedures in 
between each Mass. Mass registration is 
now open for all Masses on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. 

Everyone must register for Christmas Mass.  
It's the only way we can guarantee everyone a 
seat. We apologize for any inconvenience this 
may cause, but absolutely no walk-ins will be 
accepted for Christmas Masses. Please register 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas"   

Christmas Eve (December 24) 

2:00 pm  Saint Athanasius (also live  
    stream) 

2:00 pm  Saint Sebastian 

4:00 pm  Incarnation of the Lord 

4:00 pm  Saint Teresa of Avila 

6:00 pm   Saint Athansius 

6:00 pm   Saint Sebastian 

10:00 pm  Saint Teresa of Avila 

Midnight  Saint Sebastian 

Christmas Day (December 25) 

9:00 am  Saint Athanasius 

11:00 am  Saint Teresa of Avila 

New Year’s Eve (December 31) 

4:00 pm  Saint Teresa of Avila 

4:00 pm  Saint Athanasius 

New Year’s Day (January 1) 

9:00 am  Incarnation of the Lord 

11:00 am  Saint Sebastian 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas?fbclid=IwAR2TS-BUh4EOhQe3iU1w8tPvVohFSpglBUsTv_p1ZMdKUxNwIjTFQP98A7A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945abaa2eaafb6-christmas?fbclid=IwAR2TS-BUh4EOhQe3iU1w8tPvVohFSpglBUsTv_p1ZMdKUxNwIjTFQP98A7A


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Family Rosary Crusade for Advent 2020 
“The family that prays together, stays together.”  

Quote popularized by Fr. Patrick Peyton 

 
 

The Marian Council of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish is sponsoring a Family 
Rosary Crusade for Advent. We invite each family in the parish to gather in their home as a family 
each Sunday during Advent to pray five decades of the rosary for the intention of receiving God’s 
blessing for their family, parish, and country. 

The following prayers* for each week of Advent can be used along with the recitation of the rosary. 

Week 1, Hope 

Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your 
voice, and focus on what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to 
celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 2, Peace 

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to 
become the best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that peace 
with everyone we encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen. 

Week 3, Joy 

Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring 
into our lives. We want to find you in the everyday moments and come with hearts of gratitude to 
your manger on Christmas. Amen. 

Week 4, Love 

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we 
marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect of our lives and touch 
everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. Amen. 

Advent Prayer for Families 

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great sign of your love. Guide us as 
we strive to walk in that love together as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for 
Christmas, bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and strength we need 
every day. Help us to always trust in you.  Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you.  Come 
and dispel the darkness of our world with the light of your love. Amen. 

Blessing the Advent Wreath 

Dear Jesus, as we light the candle(s) on this Advent wreath, may the light of your presence bring joy 
to our hearts. Bless our family and our friends, and be with all those who are in need in this holy 
season. Amen. 

The Marian Council of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish consists of representatives from the First 
Sunday Rosary Group, the Legion of Mary, the Marian Movement of Priests, the Militia of the 
Immaculata Village, the Miraculous Medal Perpetual Novena Group, and the Spirit Refill Team.  

*Prayers are from dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers. 

For instructions on how to pray the rosary, go to www.usccb.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary. 



Hymnal Pages   
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Christ, Circle Round Us 
 

1. Come, O Radiant Dawn, splendor of the morning light.   
     Come, Sun of Justice, turn away the pow’r of night.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Christ, circle round us.  Christ, may your light surround us. 
                    Shine in our living.  Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
 

2. Come, O Flow’r of Love, holy branch of Jesse’s tree. 
     Come, Bough of Blessing, bloom for all the world to see.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Come, O Word of Truth, font of knowledge from on high. 
     Come, Holy Wisdom, be our faithful friend and guide.  (Refrain) 
  
Text: based on Advent ‘O’ Antiphons.  Music based on Salve Regina (Chant, Mode V). Text and music © 1995, Daniel L. Schutte.  Published by OCP.  All rights 
reserved. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Turn to Me 
 

REFRAIN:  Turn to me, O turn, and be saved, says the Lord, for I am God; 
                    There is no other, none beside me.  I call your name. 
 

1. I am God, who comforts you; who are you to be afraid  
       Of flesh that fades, is made like the grass of the field, soon to wither.  (Refrain) 
 
2. Listen to me, my people; give ear to me, my nation; 
       A law will go forth from me, and my justice for a light to the people.  (Refrain) 
 
3. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth down below. 
       The heavens will vanish like smoke, and the earth will wear out like a garment.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: Based on Isaiah 45:22-23; 51:12,4,6.  Text and music © 1975, John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  Christ the Light Is Coming 
 

1. Christ the Light is coming, Dawn breaks in the East.   
     Sion, sound the trumpet, Call the marriage feast. 
     Say to the faint-hearted, Courage! Do not fear: 
     All things are accomplished. Lo! The Lord is near. 
 

2. Tell it on the mountains, sing it to the sky. 
     Set the wide world ringing with the longing cry. 
     God himself will save us, God will be our stay. 
     Come, Divine Messiah!  Come, do not delay. 
 

3. See his glory rising on the fringe of night. 
     Jesus Christ is coming, walk you in his light! 
     Rise, O Land of Judah, joyous be your tread. 
     Haste on wings of gladness to the House of Bread. 
 

© 1965, Eileen Lillis, OSC. Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.    



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Christ the Lord 
 

1. Darkness hangs, the world is aching, Yearning for the coming light. 
      In his rising, hope awaking,  Love has come to steal the night. 
      In our hearts true east we’re facing, Toward the coming of our Lord. 
      Morning rising, gloom now fleeing; Christ returned!  His word is true! 
 

2. As we wait with hope for rescue Love descends and all is well. 
      Prophets tell, “Your God is with us.  Heaven’s gift, Emmanuel.” 
      He is here, but hid as lowly in the poor and mystery. 
      Where the bread and wine are offered He is here: our God and King. 
 

3. Parting clouds reveal his wonder:  Mighty King in victory. 
      Trembling earth and rolling thunder,  blazing sun and quaking sea. 
      Now he comes, our King, in glory; saints rejoice and darkness flees. 
      Rising rays of light his chariot, Christ the Lord has made us free. 
 

4. On us now the Son is shining, lifting us to his embrace.  
      Shame is cursed, no more confounding;  lift your head and know his face. 
      Love incarnate, breath indwelling, now in truth is truth made known. 
      We are his and he forever is our God and he alone. 
          

© 2011, Sarah Hart and Robert Feduccia.  Published by Spirit and Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Christ, Be Our Light 
 

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
      Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
                 Christ, be our light!  Shine in your church, gathered today. 
 

2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  Longing for hope, many despair. 
      Your word alone has pow’r to save us.  Make us your living voice.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry.  Longing for water, many still thirst. 
      Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed.  (Refrain) 
 

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
      Make us your building, sheltering others, wall made of living stone.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
      Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.  (Refrain) 
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell; Text and music © 1993, 2011, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Sending Forth:  Sing Out, Earth and Skies! 
 

1. Come, O God of all the earth: Come to us, O Righteous One; 
     Come and bring our love to birth:  In the glory of your Son.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Sing out, earth and skies!  Sing of the God who loves you! 
                    Raise your joyful cries!  Dance to the life around you! 
 

2. Come, O God of wind and flame:  Fill the earth with righteousness; 
     Teach us all to sing your name:  May our lives your love confess. (Refrain) 
 

3. Come, O God of flashing light: Twinkling star and burning sun; 
      God of day and God of night: In your light we all are one. (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950.  Tune: SING OUT, 7 7 7 7 with refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1985, GIA Publications, Inc. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
November 30 
St. Andrew, Apostle 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Judy Trudeau ✞ 

Tony & Ginny Patsilevas & Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian Living & Deceased Residents 
of Ross Hill 

Elizabeth Krisinsky 

Tuesday  
December 1 
Advent Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Patricia Zangaro ✞ 

Fred Zangaro 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Audrey Robash ✞ 

Exler Family 

Wednesday  
December 2 
Advent Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Michael McHenry ✞ 

Anne Marie Gebhardt 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Barbara Jartin ✞ 

Michelle Hess 

Thursday  
December 3 
St. Francis Xavier, 
Priest 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Joseph Nowark ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Robert Benna ✞ 

Pat Benna 

Friday   
December 4 
Advent Weekday/St. 
John Damascene, 
Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Betty Thurston ✞ 

Marilyn O’Leary 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
David Dengler, Jr. ✞ 

Mom 

Saturday  
December 5 
Advent Weekday 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Gary R. Schmidt ✞ 

Wife, Eileen 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Charles Edward Caye ✞ 

Mom & Dad 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Officer Michael Crawshaw ✞ 

Jim & Linda Crawshaw 

Sunday  
December 6 
Second Sunday   
of Advent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
James Schwarzmeier, Sr. ✞ 

Family 

9 AM St. Athanasius For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Richard Tomko ✞ 

Norma Tomko 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Geno & Vivian Onorato ✞ 

Children & Grandchildren 



Staff Directory   

Have a question regarding… 
Finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Mass Intentions, call 412.364.8999, x8451 

Parish Registration, call 412.364.8999, x8419 

Scheduling a Baptism, call 412.364.8999, x8410 

Scheduling a Marriage, call 724-880-3486 

Scheduling a meeting or event, call 412.364.8999, 
x8451 

Sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, call 
412.364.8999, x8410 

For a complete list of staff members, go to https://neighborsnorth.org/staff-1 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social 
Minster 
pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center 
Director 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.6633 

 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator for Liturgical Ministry  

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org,  

412.367.9001, x517  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

 

BULLETIN 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org


         Parish Social Ministry  

Happy Advent?? 
How will your Advent be different this year?  Or perhaps the question is will 
anything be the same as past years?  Many things will be different.  The traffic on 
McKnight Road will probably not be as congested.  The delivery trucks will be 
making the rounds through the neighborhood on a daily basis.  Our plans for 

large holiday parties will go virtual and greetings of hugs will be painfully absent. 

So how do we keep a positive focus and get through this unusual time? We will no doubt need 
to put in extra effort! There are many online spiritual resources for us to use.  Take time to 
explore what is available.  If you are not up for attending Mass in person, you can watch Mass 
from here at OLMC or you can take a virtual trip to Ireland or Canada or just another part of 
the United States and view their recorded Masses.  You can register for Formed.org through 
OLMC.  Dynamic Catholic has free daily advent reflections. The diocesan website has a 
section on spiritual resources. There are many websites where you can sign up to receive daily 
meditations.  Give it a try and do something different!   

Last Day: Please drop off any Angel Tree donations as soon as possible so that the Ladies of 
Charity can distribute before Christmas!  Being as we have not purchased gifts this year, we 
want to make sure that we get gift cards to families ahead of time so that they may make 
purchases for their families.  Thank You! 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice,  peaches, pears, Knorr pasta sides Uncle Ben’s rice, Rice a Roni, 
hamburger helper, jar pasta sauce, beef stew, canned chicken, Campbell’s tomato soup, 
Progresso Soup, canned carrots, beets, and potatoes, boxed potatoes, baked beans, peas, mac 
and cheese, egg noodles, applesauce, condiments, jelly, cereal, paper products, dishwashing 
soap and detergent.  We have set out a food collection bin outside of Haber Hall at the St. 
Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. Athanasius Church  when 
it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.  Thank You! 

Thank You HCA!   The 8th grade students at HCA organized a school wide Thanksgiving 
Food Drive in support of the OLMC Food Pantry.  Mrs. Little and the students brought their 
donations up to the pantry at Haber Hall.  Thank you to the 8th grade and all those families 
who participated in this drive to help those in need! 

MaryJo Robbins 



Worship  

Ted Rybka 

First Sunday of Advent 
Today’s readings remind us that waiting for the Lord 
is not a passive exercise. Isaiah prays that God “might 
meet us doing right,” rejecting our sinful ways. Jesus 
warns his disciples that they must keep watch,         
because, like servants not knowing when the lord of 
the house will return, we don’t want to be asleep when 

we should be ready to receive him. Paul assures the Corinthians that they 
“are not lacking in any spiritual gift” as they wait. Let the word of God    
inspire us to prepare our hearts for his arrival.  

New Ambry and Baptistery 
 

A few months ago, parishioners Mike Geyer and Patrick Bailey 
offered their extraordinary gifts and talents to help recreate the 
former tabernacle area in St. Teresa Church and turn it into a new 
baptismal area including a new ambry (which houses the holy 
oils). It is near completion. We are waiting for an electrical project 
to be completed and the ambry will be lighted from inside which 
will better showcase the three glass vessels containing the holy 
oils.  
 
The entire construction of this project was generously gifted by 
Jim & June Boyle and is offered:  
 

In Loving Memory of  
Galileo & Grace Donatelli 

James & Ruth Boyle  
 
We are very grateful to Mike, Pat, and the Boyle Family for    
helping to create this beautiful space for our parish family for the 
Celebration of the Sacraments. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Christmas Ornament 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Christmas ornaments are still 
available. Our beautiful parish logo has been cast in bronze 
and custom made by the Wendell August Forge Company         
especially for you and your family. Pick up an order form in 
the narthex or visit the link below to order yours (and other 
parish apparel) today!  
 

https://mountcarmelpgh.org/parish-apparel  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmountcarmelpgh.org%2Fparish-apparel%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1R4Eqj2kcbM-tXBjpgbNqLKgP7nRHReuwvJiNY2jGi0BiqjoYs21SCAfA&h=AT0JAnwaArb3cdNjGYZ2_ddzpTO7tb-KUXp4gQywO9Sw5dzrRfwamCdYnBnkfuyv_HA5X-FoZ-OHg35D2XoKD9OU8u4XX6f_Dwghs4J


 

Faith Formation  
Once again we enter into the season of Advent. We 
prepare for Jesus, the Christ – Immanuel, God with 
us – one more time. This year we introduce Cycle B, 
the Marcan account of Jesus ministerial life. The 
rhythms of the liturgical year are designed to help us 
focus on Christ at all times but in different ways. 
During Advent, the Church asks us to reflect on 
Christ’s assurance that he will come again and to re-

member his first coming. We have the opportunity to stop, reflect 
and take a spiritual inventory of our relationship with Christ. 
 
Saint Mark’s audience consisted of Christians who were living in difficult social and political times, times 
of conflict. They were likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. Early Christian communi-
ties took courage from Jesus’ warning to remain alert and watchful, and they found in his words a way to 
persevere through suffering. Like the disciples and the faithful in Mark’s community, we must also stay 
alert and    watchful. Our faithfulness to God, through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows 
us to be ready for the coming of the Son of Man. 
 
Today, Advent invites us to assess more intentionally our relationship with Christ; to renew our friendship 
with Jesus and in turn have Jesus’ friendship renew and transform us. To become complacent is easy with 
the end result being a lax prayer life, not merely because we can get lazy but because of life’s distractions. 
Think only of the pandemic we are experiencing, holiday family restrictions, hygiene protocols and social 
distancing. These distractions particularly pull at us during Advent!  
 
The liturgical life of the Church urges us to keep our focus on Christ and prioritize properly: keeping your 
eyes on the prize which is the Incarnate Word and his imminent return. The Second Coming is a promise 
which will come to fruition and woe to any who is not prepared! It is in the light of Jesus Second Coming 
that we celebrate his First Coming. It is because of his First Coming that we can hope in the Second Com-
ing and trust in his mercy and his love. May we pray with our early Christian ancestors, the advent mantra: 
Maranatha – Come Lord, Jesus! May we pray in the imperative mood and stand assured and confident that 
Jesus is present with us and will come again. 

Fratelli Tutti is the third encyclical of Pope Francis which was signed on October 3, 2020 and 

published on October 4, 2020 on the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, subtitled “on the fraternity and so-
cial friendship.”  Pope Francis describe this work as a social encyclical, which borrows  the title of the 
“Admonitions” of Saint Francis, who used these words to ‘address his brothers and sisters and proposed 
to them a way of life marked by the flavor of the Gospel.’ The Encyclical aims to promote a universal as-
piration toward fraternity and social friendship. In the background of this letter is the Covid-19 pandemic 
which, Francis reveals, “unexpectedly erupted” as he “was writing this letter”. Pope Francis observes that 
the global health emergency of the pandemic has helped demonstrate that “no one can face life in isola-
tion” and that the time has truly come to “dream, then, as a single human family” in which we are 
“brothers and sisters all” (Par 8). 
 
During this Season of Advent the Faith Formation column will quote 
from this Encyclical as a means to reflect on our call to universal soli-
darity with our global sisters and brothers. 
 
Pope Francis calls for a love that transcends the barriers of geography 
and distance, and declares blessed all those who love their brother “as 
much when he is far away from him as when he is with him.” (No.1) 
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