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Pastor’s Perspective 

  Fr. John R. Rushofsky                      jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org                                    
  Pastor                          412-364-8999 x8112 

Our New Neighbors 
Recently, Bishop David Zubik announced 14 new parishes being 

established in the Diocese of Pittsburgh from the groupings of 40 former parishes.  These 
mergers will be effective January 4, 2021. 

Two of the new parishes are our neighbors: 

Saints Martha and Mary (Hampton/Richland) brings together the parishes of Saint 
Catherine of Sweden and Saint Richard.  The clergy serving the parish will be Father 
Robert Vular as pastor and Father Christopher Mannerino as parochial vicar.  These are 
familiar names to us, both having served previously at our Saint Teresa of Avila until 2018.  
Assisting them are Deacon Cliff Homer and Deacon Gary Molitor. 

Saint Matthew (Etna/Glenshaw/Millvale/Reserve) is a combination of the parishes of All 
Saints, Saint Aloysius, Saint Bonaventure, and Holy Spirit.  Father James Gretz is 
appointed pastor, along with Father James Mazurek and Father Miroslaw Stelmaszczyk as 
senior parochial vicars, assisted by Deacon Stephen Byers, Deacon Stephen Kisak, and 
Deacon Charles Rhoads. 

Having gone through this ourselves, we wish the very best to all 14 parishes as they 
work to bring a sense of unity and common purpose to their new parishes. 

A pastor of one of the new parishes recently asked me: “Does it get any easier after the 
merger?”  My response was: “Well, even though it’s a lot of work and there are still some 
bumps in the road, let’s just say it’s a lot better looking at it in your rearview mirror than 
through the windshield.” 

By my count, there are about 22 or 23 more mergers to go over the next year or so. 

In Other News: Congratulations to John Corcoran, Jr., of our parish, who 
has advanced to candidacy in the diocesan Deacon Formation Program class of 
2024.  Aspirants who are ready become candidates for ordination as they continue 
in formation for four more years and prepare to serve the Church as deacons.  
Please keep John and the men of his class in your prayers.  For information about 
the diaconate: www.diopitt.org/permanentdiaconate….Stay tuned for more 
news…. 

Something to think about: “The nine most terrifying words in the 
English language are, “I’m from the government and I’m here to help.” 
  - Ronald Reagan 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for Third Sunday of Advent 
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11 
The Lord’s salvation will be made known to the poor and the oppressed.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to rejoice and pray always.  
 
Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8,19-28 
John gives testimony that he is preaching and baptizing in order to prepare for the 
coming of another. 

The parish is providing eleven Masses for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.  

Nine of the Mass times are already filled. As 
of the preparation of this bulletin, only the 
Midnight Mass and the 10:00 am morning 
Mass still have openings. 

Given the size of the churches and the need 
to maintain physical distance to keep 
everyone safe, the parish can only seat 1,880 
at these eleven Masses, which is twice the 
attendance on a typical weekend during 
Covid-19 times, but not even one-half of 
what might be attendance on Christmas in 
normal times.  

This is new territory for all of us. We had no 
previous similar experience upon which to 
base our efforts, other than the ordinary 
weekend Masses during the pandemic. We 
could not have predicted how quickly Mass 
registration for Christmas filled. 

We recognize that the parish cannot 
accommodate everyone who desires to 
attend. There are, however, two alternatives.  

1. Remember that the Mass from Saint 
Athanasius is live streamed to Facebook 
and to the parish website.  

2. Further, the Mass will be transmitted by 
FM radio (frequency 89.1) to the church 
parking lots at Saint Athanasius, Saint 
Sebastian and Saint Teresa of Avila. 
Parishioners would remain in their vehicle 
during Mass until Communion time when 
you would enter the church to receive 
Communion. 

Thanks to all who so deeply desire to 
celebrate the Nativity of our Lord and Savior 
as a community gathered around the 
Eucharistic table. While not everyone who 
wants to will be able to do so this year, this 
provides an opportunity to experience our 
solidarity with many Catholics worldwide 
who do not have access to the Mass on any 
regular basis. 

We thank you for your flexibility and your 
understanding during these extraordinary 
times. It is a true testament to the faith of our 
parishioners that we have this unique and 
unfortunate problem due to the Covid-19 
restrictions.  

In these days of darkness, may Christ truly be 
the dawn that breaks into our lives and our 
world to bring the light, life and love of our 
merciful and tender God. 

Christmas Mass Update 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Congratulations 
The parish has been receiving notices from Catholic High Schools of parishioners who made 
the Honor Roll at their respective schools for the 1st Quarter of the 2020-2021 Academic Year. 
The names below are those received to date. Congratulations to all of the students for their 
dedication and hard work and to the proud parents and teachers. 

Bishop Canevin High School 

Marlena Battista 

North Catholic High School 

Gabrielle Corcoran  

Luke Gaertner 

Roman Haberstock 

Tatiana Henry 

Shane Hornish 

Lily Karsman 

Emily Koman 

Andrew Koman 

Jackson Kress 

James Orlando 

Peyton Rihn 

Shannon Schollaert 

Anna Simmons 

William Simmons 

Joan Zilaitis 

 

 

Oakland Catholic High School 

Carena Allen 

Ava Barkich 

Sarah Berger 

Mary Bertocchi 

Kennedy Dalton 

Charlotte Devlin 

Elizabeth Ford 

Olivia Giunta 

Naomi Jesionowski 

Clare Katyal 

Colleen Kilpatrick 

Olivia Marangoni 

Olivia Marche 

Cecilia Miller 

Maeve Shaughnessy 

Rachel Sweeny 

Phoebe Tebbs 

Isabella Urso 

 

Our Lady of Sacred Heart 

High School 

Zoë Blankenship 

Jeremy Ciaramella 

Lukas Daeschner 

Joseph Daeschner 

Rylie Hanlon 

Faith Hulbert 

Gabriella Luu 

Alyssa Minton 

Rebecca Moorhead 

Brian Tarbuk 

Matthew Tarbuk 

Manus Tonery 

Vin Travaglino 

Kevin Wilson  

Apparel Store 
Thank you to all who purchased “official” parish apparel for delivery 
before Christmas. For those who missed our Christmas sale, we have 
good news. We have opened a store that will contain apparel and other 
added merchandise throughout the year. There will be event specialty 
items and new logo merchandise. Go to the parish website and 
Facebook page to check out products and then purchase. There will be 
monthly orders made and pickup times arranged. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Christmas Charities Collection 
A longstanding tradition in the Diocese of Pittsburgh on Christmas Day is the Christmas 
Charities Collection for Children and Youth. The Christmas Collection was instituted 
originally by Bishop Hugh Boyle (bishop of Pittsburgh from 1921 to 1950) for the care of 
orphans. Today, the proceeds from this collection are used to support a number of programs in 
our Diocese that serve many children and young people who depend on our generosity and our 
loving concern for them. This year the Christmas Charities Collection for Children and Youth 
will be taken up on the weekend of December 19 & 20, 2020. Please be as generous as 
possible. 

CANCELED—Monthly Rosary on the 13th 
The December 13, 2020 Rosary & Program at St. Teresa of Avila church 
sponsored by the Spirit Refill Team of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish has been cancelled due to the Covid-19 surge. 
 
Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB has been rescheduled for the September 13, 
2021 Rosary & Program. 
 
The 13th of the Month Rosary & Program is on hold until further notice. 

Missing the Music Ministry? 

Tune in Friday, December 18 at 7:00 pm at https://

mountcarmelpgh.org/ for our Virtual Ca$h Ba$h. Even if you didn’t 

get a chance to buy a ticket for the event, we would still like to invite 

you to join us for a look back at some of our Christmas concerts and 

get into the holiday spirit. All are welcome! 



Hymnal Pages   
 
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Christ, Circle Round Us 
 

1.  Come, O Word of Truth, font of knowledge from on high. 
     Come, Holy Wisdom, be our faithful friend and guide.  (Refrain) 
 
REFRAIN:  Christ, circle round us.  Christ, may your light surround us. 
                     Shine in our living.  Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
 
2.  Come, O Gate of Hope, holy door of heaven’s throne. 
     Come, Key of David, open wide the pathway home.  (Refrain) 
 
3. Come, O Mighty Lord, master of the stars of night. 
     Come, Strength of Pilgrims, keep us in your loving sight.  (Refrain) 
  
Text: based on Advent ‘O’ Antiphons.  Music based on Salve Regina (Chant, Mode V). Text and music © 1995, Daniel L. Schutte.  Published by OCP.  All rights re-
served. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  My Soul Rejoices 
 

REFRAIN:  My soul rejoices in God, my Savior.   
                    My spirit finds its joy in God, the living God. 
 
1.  My soul proclaims your mighty deeds. My spirit sings the greatness of your name. (Refrain) 
 
2. You fill the hungry with good things.  With empty hands you send the rich away.  (Refrain) 
 
3.  Just as you promised Abraham, you come to free your people, Israel.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: Based on Like 1:46-55.  Text and music ©1984, 1991, OCP.  All rights reserved.. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
     That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  (Refrain) 
 
REFRAIN:  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, who ord’rest all things mightily; 
     To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.  (Refrain) 
 
3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
     In ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: LM with refrain ‘O’ Antiphons; Latin, 9th cent.; verses 1, 3-6, para. in Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum Cologne, 1710; tr. by John Mason Neale,  
1818-1866; verses 2, 7 tr. fr. The Hymnal 1940 alt.; Music: Chant, Mode I; Processionale, French, 15th cent.; adapt. By Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890. 



Distribution of Holy Communion:  My Soul In Stillness Waits 
 

REFRAIN:  For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; truly my hope is in you. 
 

1. O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, Your radiance shines in all who look to you:  
       Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.  (Refrain) 
 

2. O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits; our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word; 
       Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts.  (Refrain) 
 

3. O Root of Life, implant your seed within us, and in your advent, draw us all to you, 
       Our hope reborn in dying and in rising.  (Refrain) 
 

4. O Key of Knowledge, guide us on our pilgrimage; we every seek, yet unfulfilled remain; 
       Open to us the pathway of your peace.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Come, let us bow before the God who made us; let ev’ry heart be opened to the Lord, 
       For we are all the people of his hand.  (Refrain) 
 

6. Here we shall meet the Maker of the heavens, creator of the mountains and the seas, 
       Lord of the stars, and present to us now.  (Refrain) 
 

Text: Psalm 95 and ‘O’ Antiphons; Marty Haugen, b. 1950; tr. by Ronald F. Krisman, b. 1946; Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950 ©1982, 2005, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Christ the Lord 
 

1. Darkness hangs, the world is aching, Yearning for the coming light. 
      In his rising, hope awaking,  Love has come to steal the night. 
      In our hearts true east we’re facing, Toward the coming of our Lord. 
      Morning rising, gloom now fleeing; Christ returned!  His word is true! 
 

2. As we wait with hope for rescue Love descends and all is well. 
      Prophets tell, “Your God is with us.  Heaven’s gift, Emmanuel.” 
      He is here, but hid as lowly in the poor and mystery. 
      Where the bread and wine are offered He is here: our God and King. 
 

3. Parting clouds reveal his wonder:  Mighty King in victory. 
      Trembling earth and rolling thunder,  blazing sun and quaking sea. 
      Now he comes, our King, in glory; saints rejoice and darkness flees. 
      Rising rays of light his chariot, Christ the Lord has made us free. 
 

4. On us now the Son is shining, lifting us to his embrace.  
      Shame is cursed, no more confounding;  lift your head and know his face. 
      Love incarnate, breath indwelling, now in truth is truth made known. 
      We are his and he forever is our God and he alone. 
          

© 2011, Sarah Hart and Robert Feduccia.  Published by Spirit and Song®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Sending Forth:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free! 
      From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest I thee. 
 

2. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
      Dear desire of every nation, joy or every longing heart. 
 

3. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king: 
      Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

4. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
      By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Text: 87 87; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788. Music: Christian F. Witt’s Psalmodia Sacra, 1715; adapt. By Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
December 14 
St. John of the Cross, 
Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Sally Mrozowski ✞ 

Friends at Mt. Nazareth Common 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Chesney Smith ✞ 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Balestreire 

Tuesday  
December 15 
Advent Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Tom Sullivan ✞ 

Daniel & Matthew Sullivan 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Florence Clark ✞ 

David Clark 

Wednesday  
December 16 
Advent Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert J. Mascari ✞ 

Mike & Marge Callahan 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Edward Klingman ✞ 

Jim & Karen Kramer 

Thursday  
December 17 
Advent Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
David Wiezorek ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Dr. Remigio M. Gregorio ✞ 

Family 

Friday   
December 18 
Advent Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius Betty Ann and Thomas       

Williams ✞ 

Thomas Sibenik 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Dr. Louis Campana ✞ 

Mary Lou & John Forgione 

Saturday  
December 19 
Advent Weekday 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius Living & Deceased of the   

Cotter Family ✞ 

Family 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Richard Graf ✞ 

Ruth Graf 

Sunday  
December 20 
Fourth Sunday   
of Advent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Frank Bender ✞ 

Dax & Turack Families 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Bill Mergenthaler ✞ 

Family 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Robert P. Carey, Jr. ✞ 

Lori Carey 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Francis & Mary Punzak ✞ 

Daughter, Kathleen 



Staff Directory   

Have a question regarding… 
Finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Mass Intentions, call 412.364.8999, x8451 

Parish Registration, call 412.364.8999, x8419 

Scheduling a Baptism, call 412.364.8999, x8410 

Scheduling a Marriage, call 724-880-3486 

Scheduling a meeting or event, call 412.364.8999, 
x8451 

Sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, call 
412.364.8999, x8410 

For a complete list of staff members, go to https://neighborsnorth.org/staff-1 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social 
Minster 
pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center 
Director 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.6633 

 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator for Liturgical Ministry  

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org,  

412.367.9001, x517  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Marilyn Ruffner, Safe Environment Coordinator 
mruffner@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.2911, x5 

 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org. 
412.367.9001 
Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 

communications@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:communications@saintsebastianparish.org


         Parish Social Ministry  

Saint Vincent de Paul Updates 
Thanks to the unwavering support of our pastor, and the consistent generosity of 
parishioners, our parish’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul conference  has been able 
to continue our work of serving our neighbors in need despite the closings  and 
restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Here is an update on what our SVDP 

has been doing. 
 
The SVDP conferences at St. Athanasius, St. Sebastian and St. Teresa of Avila have now 
merged into one Our Lady of Mount Carmel conference.  We have 27 active members and 7 
associate members. 
 
The SVDP Food Pantry located at St. Sebastian has expanded its reach and is now available to 
anyone in need within the parish boundaries. We had to change how we operate under 
COVID, of course. Those approved for the pantry still come twice a month for food, but they 
can no longer come into the pantry to shop for themselves. Instead, food is bagged ahead of 
time and our clients drive by and pick up their bags of groceries during pantry hours.  In 
addition to the non-perishable items donated by parishioners, we are also able to give some 
meat, baked goods and produce provided by the Spark of Hope. Currently our pantry serves 
44 households consisting of 94 individuals. 
 
Many people contact the parish seeking financial assistance or help with their daily needs and 
are referred to SVDP. Under COVID, we can no longer do a home visit or meet these 
individuals face to face. Instead, we must gather information and evaluate their needs 
remotely. Despite these challenges, since March we have been able to help dozens of families 
and individuals with rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, car repairs, moving expenses, 
infant formula and diapers, bus passes and winter coats.   Between July 1 (our official merge 
date) and October 31, we have distributed $26,572 in payments. 
 

None of this would happen without the support and generosity of our fellow 
parishioners. So if you have donated money, or food, or supported our work in any way 
this year, thank you and God bless you and yours this holiday season.  

Your Help Is Needed: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish had almost 190 funerals in the past 
year.  These important celebrations of the life of our members can only happen with the 
assistance of many volunteers.  Funeral planners reach out to the family and assist in the 
planning of the Mass.  Lectors proclaim the word with reverence.  Cantors and music 
ministry help to create a beautiful liturgy.  Altar servers  are needed to assist the priest on the 
altar. We rarely think about how many people are needed to make our liturgies come together.   
We are in particular need of lectors and altar servers for funeral Masses.  Funeral Masses 
are scheduled Monday through Saturday, usually at 10 am.  The time commitment is simply to 
arrive early and serve at the Mass.  Training will be provided.  Due to the pandemic, all 
funeral Masses are celebrated at St. Teresa of Avila Church, however we hope to eventually 
return to offering funeral Masses at each of the four churches.  If your schedule and talents 
permit you to assist, please contact the Social Ministry office.  You are needed! 

MaryJo Robbins 



Worship  

Ted Rybka 

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
We are visited by three messengers today, and no,  they 
are not to be confused with the ghosts of Christmas past, 
present, or future in the Charles Dickens classic A 
Christmas Carol, although it is a personal favorite. The 
first messenger is Isaiah, with a message of hope and 
joy, “a year of favor… a day of vindication.” Next 

comes Paul, with a message for the Thessalonians that we can take to heart as 
well, advising us how to live while we wait for Christ’s return. Finally, we 
hear from Jesus’ messenger, John the Baptist, who came to testify to the    
Messiah. Let us heed their messages as we prepare for Christ’s coming.       
Rejoice! That is, Gaudete! The Lord is near. 

Pipe Organ Project at St. Sebastian 
 

This past February, the swell chamber on the St. Sebastian pipe 
organ (located front and center on the main wall of the church) 
was finally repaired and completed just before the shutdown in 
March. Extensive work was done inside the swell chamber, and 
the wooden louvers that you see on the outside the chamber 
have been completely repaired. You may recall some of the 
wooden louvers weren’t functioning properly for many years. 
A new motor has been installed and the  louvers have been    
repaired. The necessary repair work ended up costing over 
$15,000, but the good news is that the swell chamber is back in 
tiptop shape! 

New Organ Project at Incarnation of the Lord 
 

We are very grateful to parishioner Bill Moltz who has          
generously donated around 200 hours of service to completely 
rebuild and install the replacement organ at Incarnation Church. 
We’ve had a few setbacks (i.e. organ projects and sound system 
emergencies in our other churches that ended up happening at 
the same time), but the new organ at Incarnation should be   
completed fairly soon. It’s been a long process but it will be well 
worth it in the end. Many moons ago, the former Nativity 
Church had a pipe organ in the loft back when the church was 
first built. Large speakers are now installed and strategically   
positioned upstairs in the old choir loft. You can see them sitting 
under the main window. When the organ begins to function, it 
will mimic the sound of the original pipe organ once again in the 
church. We didn’t want to just replace the old organ. Rather, we 
wanted to install something that would restore the integrity of the 
original instrument in the church for which it was intended. It 
should be most impressive when completed. We hope you like it! 



 

Faith Formation  

God is doing great things for us. 
Breaking Open the Word: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Do not stifle the spirit. At the end of the First Letter to 
the Thessalonians, Paul gives a series of directions to 
the faithful.  Paul advises the Thessalonians to pray 

and give thanks without ceasing. The community is instructed to test 
everything and encourage that which is good. 

Listen to the Word: Read and listen carefully to Paul’s writing to 
the Thessalonians. What is Paul saying here? Is there one single 
word or phrase that catches your attention or imagination? 
 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: As we get closer to Christmas, name one wish you really want for your home or the world. 
Youth: John tried to help people prepare their lives for the coming of the Messiah. What do you need to 
change about your life to be ready for Jesus’ coming? 
Adults: Write three suggestions for those who follow Jesus, to keep them strong in their faith, what 
would you write? 

Incarnate the Word: Choose one of the following activities as a way to further reflect on the Sunday 
readings: Continue your family practice of lighting the Advent wreath each day during your family 
prayer time. Light three candles on the wreath (the pink one for this week) and pray the following prayer: 
“We are joyful today because your birthday, Jesus, is very near. We look forward to celebrating your 
birth. This week we pray for courage to help share our love with others. Fill us with joy as we wait for 
your coming.  Amen.” … Discuss these questions: How can people tell we are a Christian family? What 
has happened in this present Season of Advent that gives us reason for rejoicing and thanksgiving? 

“We need to develop the awareness that nowadays we are either all 

saved together or no one is saved. Poverty, decadence and suffering 

in one part of the earth are a silent breeding ground for problems 

that will end up affecting the entire planet.” No.137 

Registration is free! 
Go to website 

Choose: 

Our  Lady of 
Mount Carmel 

15237 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121320.cfm


Holy Cross Academy   

Second grade students are very 
happy to be back in school and 

working extremely hard learning all their 
subjects.  The students just started 
cursive writing while practicing writing 
their names, letters, and words.   

September was full of pumpkin and apple writings, life 
cycles, and learning new math strategies.  

 

October brought Halloween. We created 
writing stories, learned facts and 
opinions, nouns, and completed sequences 
of How to carve a Jack -O Lantern.  

 

In November, the second graders said 
prayers for the veterans and thank you 
prayers for their families as well as 
reading Thanksgiving stories and writing 
Thanksgiving poetry.  

The students are also learning the parts of the Mass 
and lessons on Reconciliation and Holy 
Communion.  They are looking forward to Advent and 
Christmas.  

MRS DIVILLY 

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

SECOND GRADE 








