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Merry Christmas 

To All! 

There is no doubt that this Christmas will be one that we are not likely to forget.  But 
what we make of it and how we celebrate is up to us.  This past year has been an exercise 
in dealing with challenges, which have a funny way of becoming opportunities. 

As we are considering the many things we cannot do this year, perhaps we might 
consider that it was a series of inconveniences that marked the very first Christmas. 

First there was the census, decreed by Caesar Augustus, demanding that Joseph and his 
wife Mary travel from Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem to enroll, a tedious 
journey. 

This was complicated by Mary’s pregnancy, as all travel in those days was by foot or, if 
one was fortunate, by donkey. 

Comfortable lodging was not available, so they had to do the best they could, in the 
rustic setting of a stable, a cave, or—according to Matthew’s Gospel— a house (Matthew 
2:11), whichever it might have been. 

There apparently was no doctor, nurse, midwife, or anyone else available to help with 
the delivery, so Mary and Joseph had to manage alone. 

Yet despite all these difficulties, these two humble young Jewish peasants brought the 
Messiah into a world that desperately needed him. 

We still need the Messiah, so now it’s up to us to bring his presence into the world. 

Fr. John R. Rushofsky                                      
Pastor 

                               

jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org    
412-364-8999 x8112 

Pastor’s Perspective 

In Other News: We the priests, deacons, and staff of Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Parish extend to you our prayers, blessings, and very best wishes for a merry 
and most meaningful Christmas.  It is our great honor and pleasure to serve you in 
this new parish, and we are looking forward to whatever lies ahead, always hop-
ing for better times to come.  May you be blessed with good health and much love 
and happiness in the New Year! 

Something to think about: “For today in the city of David a 
savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” 
  -  Luke 2:11 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Hymnal for Nativity of the Lord   
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
  

1. Adeste fideles, leati triumphantes,  
     Venite, venite in Bethlehem. 
     Natum videte Regem angelorum. 
     Venite adoremus, venite adoramus, 
     Venite adoramus, Dominum. 
 

2.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
     Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:   O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
                     O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angel, sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
     Glory to God all glory in the highest;  (Refrain) 
 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
     Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;  (Refrain)   
 

Text:  Irregular with refrain; John F. Wade, ca. 1711-1786;tr. by Frederick Oakley, 1802-1880,alt. Music: John F Wade 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Today a Savior Is Born 
 

REFRAIN:  Today, today a Savior has been born; a Savior has been born to us. 
                    He is Christ the Lord, Christ the Lord, Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord. Sing to the Lord, all the earth;  Sing to the Lord, sing to the Lord.  Sing to the Lord, bless his name!  (Refrain) 
 

2. Proclaim his help day by day.  Tell among the nations his glory.  Tell of his works, tell of his works, and his wonders among all the peoples.  
(Refrain) 

 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, let the sea and all within it thunder praise. All of the land, all that it bears rejoice at the presence of 
the Lord.  (Refrain) 

 

Text:  Palm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12.  Verses text © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.  Used with permission of GIA Publications, Inc. agent.  Music and 
refrain text © 19993, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Preparation of the Altar:  Angels We Have Heard On High 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
     And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

2. Shepherd, why this jubilee!  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
     Say what may the tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
     Come adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 
 

Text:  77 77 with refrain; trad. French carol, ca. 18th cent.; tr. fr. Crown of Jesus Music, II, London,1862; English tr. by James Chadwick, 1813-1882, and others, alt.; 
Music: Trad. French carol. 



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Child of Mercy 
 

REFRAIN:  Child of mercy, child of peace, Jesus, Bread of life, food to fill our longing. 
                    Child of justice, child of light, Jesus, saving cup, Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

1. All who walk in darkness have seen a great light, to those who dwell in fear a light has shone! (Refrain) 
 

2. A child is born to us, a son is given us, upon his shoulder glory rests! (Refrain) 
 

3. We name him “Wonder, couns’lor, hero, mighty God.” The Holy One forever: Prince of  peace! (Refrain) 
 

4. We proclaim good news to you, great tidings of joy: To you is born a savior: Christ the Lord! (Refrain) 
 

Text: Isaiah 9:1-5; ©1991, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Silent Night (Christmas Eve) 
 

1. Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child.   
     Holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven afar; 
     Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face 
     With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

Text: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht; Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; English tr. by John F. Young, 1820-1885; Tune: STILLE NACHT, 66 89 66; Franz X. Gruber, 1787-1863 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Away in a Manger (Christmas Day) 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
     The starts in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
      I love you, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
     Bless all the dear children in your tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 

Text: St. 1-2, anonymous, st.3, John T. McFarland, 1851-1913; Tune: MUELLER, 11 11 11 11; James R. Murray, 1841-1905; harm. by Robert J. Batastini, b. 
1942,1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Sending Forth:  Joy to the World 
 

 1.  Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King;  
      Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing,  
      And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  
 

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let us our songs employ;  
     While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
     Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove  
     The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
     And wonders of his love, and wonders, and wonders of his love. 
 

Text: CM with repeats; based on Psalm 98:4-9; Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.  Music: T. Hawkes’ Collection of Tunes 1833; George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759; adapt. 
by Lowell  Mason,1792-1872, alt. 








